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CHAPTER I. 

BEFORE WHITE SETTLEMENT. 

NATURAL SUBFACE CONDITIONS—WOODS AND PRAI- 
BIES—PRINCIPAL PRAIRIES IN BOONE COUNTY— 
RIVERS AND CHEEKS—THE XISHWAUKEE, PISCA- 
SAW AND BEAVER CREEK—OTHER SMALLER 
STREAMS—THE DAYS OF INDIAN OCCUPATION— 
THE BLACK HAWK WAR—SCOTT’S ARMY TRAIL 
THROUGH BOONE COUNTY—CHIEF BIG THUNDER— 
INDIAN RELICS—FIRST WHITE SETTLERS—A VISIT 
BY GEN. WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Boone County, It Is unnecessary to state, Is 
part of the great prairie region of Illinois. Most 
of the early settlers, coming as they did from 
New York, Pennsylvania, and New England, 
were accustomed to hilly country and the sight 
•of a farm which ((was perfectly level, or level 
enough to cultivate %ith ease at all parts,- was 
new to them. By the time Boone County com¬ 
menced to build up, however, description ^ of the 
Rock River Valley and the Kishwaukee Country 
had been brought back by General Scott’s sol¬ 
diers and others engaged In the Black Hawk War, 
as well as the earliest settlers, and the pioneers 
into this country had a very fair Idea of what 
the land was to be. The very early settlers, 
however, In the southern part of the state, ex¬ 
press In the journals kept by them and after¬ 
wards printed, their astonishment at the mean¬ 
ing of the word prairies. They seem to have ex¬ 
pected them to be what we now call “plains,” a 
vast, treeless, practically level country. To the 


contrary, the Illinois prairies are interspersed 
with beautiful groves and considerable woodland 
and Instead of being entirely level the land Is 
diversified by gentle elevations and vaUeys In 
which small creeks run, and slopes in all direc¬ 
tions. The principal prairies In Boone County 
are South Prairie in Flora, Squaw Prairie lying 
north of Belvldere, Bonus Prairie in Bonus Town¬ 
ship, and Round Prairie and Long Prairie In Le- 
Roy, and East Prairie. Generally speaking, the 
four northern townships are more hilly than the 
four southern. In the early days, In Caledonia 
and the adjoining region, there were large tracts 
covered with scrub oaks and other small timber 
called “barrens.” There were, of course, In the 
county, many portions covered with trees which 
have since been put Into farm land. 

Rivers and Creeks. 

The chief river In Boone County Is the Kish¬ 
waukee, which rises in McHenry County and 
flows in what Is, leaving out its crooks and 
turns, substantially an easterly and westerly di¬ 
rection across the county, leaving about one-third 
of the area of the county south of the river. 
Generally speaking Its current Is not swift, but 
In the spring freshets It rises very rapidly and 
spreads out to a considerable width. The name 
of the river Is claimed to be from an Indian 
word meaning “place of the sycamores,” although 
some have disputed this derivation and It has 
never been very positively settled. The Kish¬ 
waukee flows into the Rock River near the 
southern part of Winnebago County and that 
river In its turn finds Its way to the Mississippi 
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near Rock Island. The next most important 
stream is the Piscasaw, which flows through the 
southern part of Boone Township and the wes¬ 
tern part of Bonus and meets the Kishwaukee a- 
little east of Belvidere. The Little Thunder Mill 
depends on this Stream for its water supply and 
the Big Thunder Mill has one end of its race¬ 
way in the Piscasaw. This stream was quite im¬ 
portant to the early settlers of Bonus. The third 
stream in importance is Beaver Creek, which 
rises in LeRoy Township and flows across that 
township, Boone, one corner of Caledonia, and 
Belvidere, and meets the Kishwaukee near the 
eastern edge of the county. The Beaver, while 
ordinarily a rather small and placid stream, 
often rises rapidly after a heavy rain and gives 
considerable trouble in keeping the roads and 
bridges in order. The other streams of any im¬ 
portance are Mosquito Creek and Coon Creek, 
which flow through Spring Township and into 
the Kishwaukee not far from the Methodist 
Camp Grounds, also Spring Brook which flows 
/across the north Rockford road and into the 
Kishwaukee west of Belvidere. 

0 Indians. 

While Boone County must have been from an 
early time the home of many Indians, no very 
important villages appear to have been located 
here and no massacres are recorded in history 
as having occurred within its limits. Boone 
County seems to have been more or less on the 
boundary line of the territory held by various 
tribes. In the very early days it was possibly 
inhabited by the Illinois, which was the tribe 
that had possession of much of the territory to 
the south. It may also have been more or less 
visited by Wlnnebagos who occupied the terri¬ 
tory northwest of the Rock River. The principal 
tribe, however, connected with the history of 
Boone County, is the-Pottawatomies. This tribe 
was one of tbe three subdivisions of the Algon- 
quins. Its general characteristic was that tbe 
members were tall, fierce and haughty. They 
originated in Canada, or the northern part of 


Michigan and Wisconsin, and,in course of time 
moved southward, finally occupying much of the 
northern part of Illinois. By a treaty made by 
the Pottawatomies and the United States Govern¬ 
ment, the tribe agreed to give up their lands and 
retire beyond the Mississippi. When the first 
settlers arrived in Boone County in 1835, the In¬ 
dians were getting ready, in a leisurely manner, 
to leave. Most of them disliked very much to go 
and Indian agents of considerable tact and ex¬ 
perience were employed to get them together and 
see to it that they did move. 

When the Towners and Dotys came there was 
a band of Indians encamped where the fair 
ground.= uo\;v are located, on their way to Chl r 
cago (prior to ■ their removal beyond the Mis¬ 
sissippi. Mrs.VTowner was of the opinion that 
the wife of ono of the leading Indians was in 
reality a white woman, as she seemed to speak 
Englishquite well, but the squaw herself was 
very reticent. Prom the earlier “History of 
Boone County” we include the following incident 
concerning Mrs. Towner’s bravery: 

At one time Mrs. Towner was left alone 
with her children in their house, which was sit¬ 
uated in the midst of the village. One of tbe 
Indians had become Intoxicated, and in that 
condition entered the house, and declared he had 
come to kill her. She replied that she would 
kill him. One of their little girls, aged about 
ten years, said to her mother that a gun in the 
house was loaded. At this the Indian jerked a 
knife from his belt that looked, as Mrs. Towner 
expressed it, as long as a sword. By some 
means, she ejected him from the house, and closed 
and barred the door with a long, heavy wooden 
bench, determined to “hold the fort.” The door 
was made of basswood puncheons, and between 
the pieces there were cracks large enough to ad¬ 
mit a man’s, hand. Being ejected by a pale-faced 
squaw only added fury to the Indian’s rage, and 
he made thrust after thrust through cracks of 
the door with his knife. Finding he could effect 
nothing that way, he next tried to gain admis¬ 
sion by climbing upon the roof and descending 
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through the mud and stick chimney. But here 
again he was foiled by the brave woman within, 
who ripped open a straw bed, and threw part 
of the contents on the smouldering embers on 
the hearth. This raised a smoke that drove 
the Indian to the ground. By this time the 
white men belonging to the house had been 
alarmed, and came to her rescue. The Indian 
was taken away, and soon after the whole tribe 
removed west of the “Mississippi.” It is but 
due to the memory of the Pottawatomies then 
encamped here to say that they repudiated Mrs. 
Towner’s drunken and savage visitor as a “bad 
Indian,” and one who did not belong to their 
band—an Interloper who had fastened himself 
to them. 

Black Hawk War. 

Near the point where the Rock River empties 
into the Mississippi was an Indian village, the 
principal seat of the Sac tribe, and here in 1767, 
was born a child who was called Black Hawk. 
Although not a chief by birth, he soon became the 
natural leader of his red skinned associates. He 
was a natural politician and demagogue, and 
soon became the recognized chief of his tribe. 
In the War of 1812 he and his followers sided 
with England, but afterward settled down to a 
life of comparative ease,' for an Indian, lasting 
until about 1830. At this time the white set¬ 
tlers in the vicinity of Rock Island began to 
encroach upon the lands occupied by Black 
Hawk’s people. There was some question as to 
the ownership, both whites and Indians claiming 
title, and as the/benign remedy of a court of 
chancery was not appreciated, the belligerents 
proceeded to fight it out in their own primitive 
way, without giving the lawyers a chance. Re¬ 
turning from an extended hunting expedition, 
Black Hawk found his town in possession of 
white squatters. After some preliminary skir¬ 
mishing, on April 6, 1832, Black Hawk and 
about five hundred warriors, with their squaws 
and children, crossed the Mississippi from the 
place where they had temporarily camped, and 


Invaded Illinois. The Pottawatomies, restrained 
by Shaubena, remained neutral, but the Sacs 
and Foxes cast their lot with the leaders, aided 
secretly by the Winnebagos. Then followed a 
scattering but bloody warfare, extending through 
all the region of Northern Illinois and Southern 
Wisconsin. General Henry Atkinson was placed 
in command of the white forces, and sixteen 
hundred soldiers gathered, upon Governor 
Reynold’s proclamation, at Beardstown, and 
from there proceeded to the seat of hostilities. 

Bloody engagements, or massacres, took place 
at Stillman’s Grove; at Indian Creek, near Ot¬ 
tawa ; at Apple River and Kellogg's Grove, near 
Galena, and several other places. So far as is 
known, no important engagement took place in 
this county. As the fighting became more fierce 
and bloody, the authorities resolved upon more 
vigorous action. A new levy was made, consisting 
of about four thousand men, mostly volunteers, 
and General Winfield Scott was ordered by the 
federal government to proceed from the East, via 
the Great Lakes, with a regiment of regulars. 
Pending his arrival, however, General Atkinson- ) 
an excellent soldier—retained command, and was 
able to practically end the war before the ar¬ 
rival of the regulars. After a pursuit entailing 
terrible hardship, Black Hawk and his warriors 
were brought to bay near Madison, Wls., and de¬ 
feated with great loss to them. Afterward, at 
Bad Axe River, near Prairie du Chien, Wls., the 
remnant of the Indian forces was almost ex¬ 
terminated, their chief and about one hundred 
and fifty of his followers alone remaining. 

During these operations General Scott and his 
men bad been sailing down the lakes toward 
Chicago, arriving July 10,1832. But a foe more 
deadly and appalling than the red men had ap¬ 
peared. The dreaded cholera was then raging 
through the lake region, and many of the soldiers, 
like so many of Chicago’s settlers, fell its vic¬ 
tims. General Scott himself, with great bravery 
and skill, attended the sick and encouraged the 
survivors. It was thought wise to get into the 
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higher and less Infected district Inland, and the 
army began its march by slow stages across the 
state. 

Scott’s Abut Trail. 

The route taken by Scott’s Army is a point 
about which there is considerable diversity of 
opinion. Authorities differ as to whether the 
soldiers marched through Boone'County, and if so 
what route they took, where they crossed the 
river and where they went after they crossed. 
The records in the war department show that on 
July 29, 1833, General Scott’s headquarters were 
at Chicago, on August 1st and 2nd they were at 
Dixon’s Perry and on August 23d they were at 
Fort Armstrong near Rock Island. The army 
trail is reported in so many sections and in such 
diverse directions that it is probable either that 
some of the traditions are wrong, or that there 
were two or more different divisions of Scott’s 
Army which followed different routes, or that 
one trail was the route of the Volunteers. The 
writer was informed by an early settler of 
Du Page County that the army passed through 
that county In the vicinity of Wayne and crossed 
the Pox River near South Elgin. Mr, Jenner, 
who was a perfect storehouse of early history, 
stated that General Scott came through Belvi- 
dere on the stage in the fall of 1838 and stopped 
at Towner's Hotel, on the site of which now 
stands D. Dertbick’s house. In the evening Mr. 
Jenner, who played the clarionet, Henry Green, 
who played the flute, Bovejoy, who played the 
fiddle, and John Sheldon, the drummer, went up 
to serenade the General. General Scott came out 
in front and, In talking about the war, he stated 
that when he crossed the bridge he could see the 
place where they forded the Kishwaukee with 
the army. He stated that the banks were still 
broken down where they took their artillery 
across. Other old settlers claim that the crossing 
must have been near the condensing factory, 
where the water is more shallow and the banks 
less steep. There Is a street up in Fairview 
called Scott’s Army, but the writer had under¬ 


stood that this name was given more to com¬ 
memorate the event than to locate the exact 
place where the army marched. Some of the 
early Scotch settlers In Caledonia claim that the 
Army marched north through that township, and 
that the marks made by the wheels of the wag¬ 
ons and artillery were visible for a long time in 
that vicinity. Mr. Thurston, in his book about 
early Rockford, gives a line of march across a 
part of Winnebago County. Another early writ¬ 
er of Bureau County tells where the army trail 
crossed that county. If the reader will take the 
map of Northern Illinois he will see how difficult 
if is to connect these different traditions, and the 
writer will not attempt to state definitely where 
Scott’s Army did go, but merely to suggest that 
It is possible that one part of it went across 
Cook, Du Page, Kane, DeKalb, Dee, Bureau, 
Henry, and Rock Island Counties to Port Arm¬ 
strong on the Mississippi, while another detach¬ 
ment or another army went a more northerly 
route through Belvidere to Prairie du Chlen, or 
somewhere In that part of Wisconsin. 

Capt Humphrey, who has given the subject a 
great deal of study, is of the opinion that the 
trail through Belvidere was made by the volun¬ 
teer army on its way to Wisconsin, and not by 
the regulars. 

Bio Thunder. 

So much has been written about Big Thunder 
and his grave on the mound that the writer hesi¬ 
tates to record here any facts concerning the 
same, for fear they will be the mere repetition 
of an old story. However, in order to preserve 
them In print for the people who come after us, 
the facts will be briefly related. As to who Big 
Thunder was, or what he did in his life time, no 
one seems to know very much about He was an 
Indian chief who must have lived In this region 
about the time of the Black Hawk War. The fact 
that most of the Indians here at that time were 
Pottawatomies would indicate that he belonged 
to that tribe, but a very early resident of Chicago 
told the author that he did not think that was 
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the case. He may have been a Winnebago. Big 
Thunder’s grave was on the Mound near the 
court house, when the first settlers came here. 
The location was somewhere between where the 
present flag staff now stands and the court house 
steps. It consisted of a sort of pen or coop built 
of puncheon or split logs, and was, perhaps, some 
six or seven feet wide and about as long as an 
ordinary grave. Inside the enclosure Big Thun¬ 
der was seated on a sort of a chair cut from a 
log or otherwise constructed of wood. He was 
wrapped in his blanket and had about him va¬ 
rious weapons. Devillo I-Iale had a knife which 
he stated was Big Thunder’s scalping knife, 
which Hale had taken when a small boy from 
the coop. The stage coach between Chicago and 
Galena used to stop at Doty’s to change horses 
and mail, and often there was a delay of half an 
hour or more. The coop on the mound, with its 
bleached white sides, was very noticeable, as 
practically no house came between, and the pas¬ 
sengers often strolled up there to visit this curi¬ 
osity. One by one they carried the bones away 
for souvenirs and, according to Mr. Jenner, the 
young men of the town used to carry up loads of 
sheep and other bones to keep the travelers pro¬ 
vided with souvenirs. It is also claimed, as a 
Joke on Mr. Doty, that in times when chewing 
tobacco was scarce, he was accustomed to go up 
aud borrow some from Big Thunder, which the 
chiefs friends had plnced there for his spirit to 
chew during the seven years which must elapse 
before it entered the Happy Hunting Grounds. 
Mr. Jenner stated to the writer that Pearson B. 
Crosby had taken Big Thunder’s head before Jen¬ 
ner came to Belvidere in 1838, and that Mr. 
Crosby gave it to Dr. Goodhue, a physician of 
great ability who never lived here permanently, 
but was prominently Identified in the early his¬ 
tory of Chicago, Belvidere, and Rockford. After¬ 
wards the skull came into the possession of a 
phrenologist, Tew. 

Devillo Hale stated to the writer that he came 
to Belvidere In 1836 and that there were only 
three buildings there at that time: Doty’s tavern, 


Towner's tavern, and Alexander Neely’s store 
where Dempsey’s Grocery now is. Mr. Hale 
stated that Big Thunder's coop was made of 
split trees about six or eight inches in diameter, 
driven into the ground; that it was about six 
feet high with no top, of circular shape and about 
six feet in diameter. Inside was a chair made 
of split ash splinters, with a back. In the chair 
was Big Thunder, looking somewhat like an 
Egyptian mummy. He was facing Squaw Prairie 
and a hole was cut in the coop on a level with 
his head, so that he could see when his tribe had 
a great battle which was expected, when Big 
Thunder would come to life and take command 
again. Mr. Hale stated that the flag pole Is now 
on the exact site of where Big Thunder sat. He 
said that the old chief had whiskey and tobacco 
in his lnp aud a bow and arrow near by; that' 
Big Thunder was a Winnebago chief aud died 
before 1836, and nobody seemed to know any-' 
thing about what he was in ills life time. 

Mr. Thurston, of Rockford, in his recollections, 
states that he saw Big Thunder's coop in the 
summer of 1838; that the body sat on the 
ground facing south nnd was surrounded by pal- 
isndes about six. feet high. He also stated that 
the head had been carried off by Dr. Goodhue, 
but the ribs, legs nnd arms were in position and 
portions of the flesh had dried and were of the 
color of Jerked meat. : 

A considerable number of arrow heads are 
found in the county while plowing. The writer 
has before him several donated to the Historical 
Society by Gus .Peterson, who found them on the 
Scougall farm and the John Stapleton farm. 
They are of several different colors of flint, whit¬ 
ish, reddish, brownish, nnd grny. One of the 
prominent farmers west of town found a curious 
silver cross on the banks of the Klshwnukee, 
which may have been of Indian manufacture. 
A number of stone axes are also turned up In 
the fields. Mr. Jenner stated that when he came 
to Belvidere there were the remains of an old 
cemetery on the river bank, back of where the 
Opera House now stands. By digging there, they 
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found a number of solid silver beads which had 
on them the maker's name, being made in New 
York, and traded to the Indians. o 


CHAPTER II. 

COUNTY ORGANIZATION. 


FORMER GEOGRAPHICAL RELATIONS OF BOONE COUNTY 
—IT SUCCESSIVELY CONSTITUTES A PART OF ST. 
CLAIR, MADISON, CRAWFORD, CLARK, PIKE, FUL¬ 
TON, PUTNAM, LASALLE AND WINNEBAGO COUN¬ 
TIES—BOONE COUNTY ORGANIZED BY ACT OF THE 
LEGISLATURE, MARCH 4, 1837—A SECOND DEFINI- 
‘ TION OF BOUNDARY LINES IN 1830—FIRST ELEC¬ 
TION IN BOONE COUNTY TERRITORY—SOME EARLY 
SETTLERS—FIRST BOONE COUNTY ELECTION AND 
OFFICERS CHOSEN—EARLY TAVERNS AND LEGAL 
RATES OF FARE—PRECINCT ORGANIZATIONS—ORI¬ 
GIN OF COUNTY AND TOWNSHIP NAMES. 

The early history of Boone County as a part 
of the State of Illinois, and previous to the for¬ 
mation of tbe state, Is fully treated of in the fore¬ 
going volume and we will only touch briefly on 
those matters. The territory now forming our 
county was first included in an organized county 
in 1801, when practically all the northern three- 
fourths, or so, of the state was included in St 
Clair County, as a part of the territory of In¬ 
diana. In 1S13 the northern part of the state 
nearly as far south as tbe base line, was named 
Madison County, being a part of Illinois terri¬ 
tory. In 1814 Madison County was divided by a 
line running north and south about the center 
and this part of the state was included in Ed¬ 
wards County. In 1810 all the northern part of 
Edwards County was named Crawford County. 
In 1S10 the northern part of Crawford County 
was called Clark County. In 1821 that part of 
the state north of the Illinois and Kankakee 
rivers was formed into Pike County. In 1823 
the limits of Pike County were greatly reduced 


and what is now Boone County was attached to 
Fulton County for legal purposes but did not 
form the part of any county. In 1825 all of the 
northeast part of the state, including Boone, was 
formed into Putnam County. In 1831, this ter¬ 
ritory became again attached to another county 
for legal purposes, that county being LaSalle. On 
January 16, 1836, Winnebago County was formed, 
including all of what is now Boone and Winne¬ 
bago Counties and part of Stephenson County, 
and bounded as follows: / 

“Commencing at the southeast comer of town¬ 
ship number 43, range number 4, east of the 
third principal meridian, and running thence 
west to the said meridian; thence north along 
the line of snid meridian to the southeast cor¬ 
ner of township number 40, in range number 11, 
east of the fourth principal meridian; thence 
north along said dividing line to the northern 
boundary line of the state; thence east along 
said boundary line to the northeast comer of 
range number 4, east of the third principal me¬ 
ridian ; thence south to the place of beginning." 

On March 4, 1837, an act was passed cutting 
off tlie county of Boone and making its bounda¬ 
ries ns follows: “Be It enacted by tbe people of 
tbe State of Illinois, represented in the General 
Assembly: That all that tract of country be¬ 
ginning at tbe northeast corner of township 46 
north, range 4 east; thence south with the line 
dividing ranges 4 and 5 east, to the southwest 
comer of township 43 north; thence west on 
said line to the southeast corner of Winnebago 
County; thence north to the place of beginning 
on the north boundary of the state, shall form a 
county to be called Boone, in honor of Col. Dan¬ 
iel Boone, the first settler of the State of Ken¬ 
tucky.” By following these boundaries on a 
map it will be seen that there is a mistake in the 
description, whereby only a right angled triangle 
composed of the southeasterly half of the pres¬ 
ent county, was included. The next winter an¬ 
other act was passed defining tlie boundaries of 
the county ns follows: 

“That the boundary lines of Boone County shall 
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be as follows, to-wit: Beginning at the north¬ 
east corner of Winnebago County, and running 
thence east on the state line to the northeast 
corner of township 46 north, range 5, east of the 
third principal meridian; thence south on the 
range iine to line dividing townships 42 arid 43 
north; thence west on said line of Winnebago to 
the place of beginning; Provided, however, that 
if a majority of the legal voters residing within 
the limits of townships 43, 44, 45, and 46, north, 
of range 5 east of the third principal meridian, 
shall on the first Monday in August next, vote 
against the above named townships forming a 
part of the County of Boone, then the line divid¬ 
ing ranges 4 and 5 east shall continue to form 
the eastern boundary of Boone County. Ap¬ 
proved March 2, 1839.” The voters in that part 
of the territory comprised in range 5, preferred 
to remain in McHenry County. Afterward the 
mile strip was taken from Winnebago and added 
to Boone, and our county then assumed the form 
It now bears. It consists of eight townships, be¬ 
ing arranged in four tiers of two townships each. 
The county is twenty-four miles from north to 
south and twelve miles from east to west. On 
the north the boundary is the state line between 
Illinois and Wisconsin, and the sections in that 
vicinity are fractional and quite irregular in 

During the first part of our history the terri¬ 
tory now composing Boone County was a part 
of Winnebago County. The law creating Winne¬ 
bago County required that in order to create a 
county under it and hold an election for county 
officials, a majority of the voters must petition 
the circuit judge, and the proposed county must 
have in it not less than 350 white inhabitants. 
Dr. Daniel H. Whitney, of Belvidere, prepared 
the necessary papers and Judge Thomas H. Ford 
thereupon Issued an order, dated July 15, 1S36, 
for an election to be held at the house of Daniel 
S. Haight, at Eockford, on the first Monday of 
August, 1S36. At this election two of the officers 
elected came from what is now Boone County, 


Simon P. Doty being elected one of the three 
county commissioners, and Daniel H. Whitney, 
recorder. One hundred and twenty votes were 
cast at the election and among the Boone County 
names are the following: David Caswell, Geo. 
Caswell, Livingston Robins, Alfred Shattuck, 
Ira Haskins, Simon P. Doty, Milton S. Mason, 
Timothy Caswell, Chas. H. Payne, Mason Sher¬ 
burne, John K. Towner, Oliver Robins, Jacob 
Keyt, Harlyn Shattuck, Daniel H. Whitney, E. 
A. Nixon, A. C. Gleason, and Chas. Sayres. 

At the first session of this court held August 
3, 1836, all of the present Boone County except 
Manchester Township, was formed into a pre¬ 
cinct called Belvidere and Manchester was made 
a part of the Rock River precinct, most of which 
was composed of land now in Winnebago 
County. At the first presidential election, 1836, 
Belvidere Township only polled 23 votes. 

The Mu® Strip. 

As Boone 'County was first formed, all the 
sections forming a strip one mile in width run¬ 
ning up the western edge of the present county 
were a part of Winnebago County. On February 
28, 1843, an act was passed by the Legislature 
and approved by the Governor, providing that 
said mile strip should thereafter form a part of 
Boone County, providing that a majority of the 
legal voters residing In said strip were in favor 
of such annexation. On the fourth Monday of 
May, 1843, an election was held in the house of 
Samuel Keith in Newburgh. The judges were 
Benj. F. Hoyt and Samuel Keith and the clerk 
was A. W. Canfield. Great excitement was 
caused over the election. Naturally the people 
on the west side of Rockford, arid the people of 
Boone County were in favor of the annexation. 
The people on the east side of Rockford wished 
the strip to continue in Winnebago County. When 
the vote was taken it was found that 51 votes 
were for annexation, and 44 against, a majority 
of seven in favor of an annexation. Some time 
afterward the legislature authorized the deeds 
and mortgages relating to the mile strip that had 
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been recorded Jn Winnebago County to be tran¬ 
scribed into a book for tbe use of Boone County. 
This was done, and the book now is called Book 
“AA” of Deeds in our county records. 

Boone Countt Commissioners’ Court Records. 

After Boone County had been separated from 
Winnebago, an election was held for county offi¬ 
cers, and Simon P. Doty was elected sheriff, 
John Handy, coroner; Seth S. Whitman, re¬ 
corder; Milton S. Mason, Cornelius Cline, and 
John Q. A. Rollins, county commissioners; S. P. 
Hyde, county surveyor. The court organized 
May 3, 1S37 and consisted of Milton S. Mason, 
Cornelius Cline, and-John Q. A. Rollins, The 
commissioners administered tbe oath to each 
other, Daniel H. Whitney was then appointed 
clerk. The commissioners divided the county 
into precincts. All of what are now the towns of 
Belvidere, Bonus, Flora, and Spring, and that 
part of the town of Boone south of the Piscasaw, 
constituted Belvidere precinct, and the remainder 
of the county constituted Lam'bertsburg precinct. 

John K. Towner was appointed county treas¬ 
urer; Benj. Sweet, school commissioner; Wil¬ 
liam Dresser, John K. Towner, and Milton S. 
Mason were appointed judges of election for Bel¬ 
videre precinct. Road commissioners were ap¬ 
pointed for the four road. districts into which 
the county was divided. 

The August election, 1837, in Belvidere pre¬ 
cinct was held at Simon P. Doty’s house, and in 
Lambertsburg precinct at John Wright's house. 
James Lambert, John Wright, and Allen Car¬ 
penter were appointed judges of elections in 
Lumbertsburg precinct. 

Chas. F. H. Goodhugh presented a permit from 
the Winnebago County court authorizing him to 
sell goods at Belvidere one year from September 
20, 1836. Oliver Hale was appointed trustee for 
school lands in Belvidere Township at the June 
term, 1837. 

Considerable trouble was caused by various 
persons cutting timber on the school sections and 
the school commissioner was authorized to prose¬ 


cute them. License was granted June 26, 1S37, 
to Chas. F. H. Goodhugh and Simon P. Doty to 
retail “ardent spirits” by small measure. Alfred 
Sbattuck, John Wright, and James B. Lambert 
were Qualified as justices of the peace, Septem¬ 
ber, 1837. 

At the September term, 1837, the various 
county officers presented their bonds and took 
the oath of office. The clerk of the court was 
allowed $8.00 for books, purchased for himself 
and the recorder, and stationery. Orris Crosby, 
Stephen Blatehford, and Scofield Shattuck were 
appointed trustees of school lands in Township 

43, range 4. Tavern rates were fixed as follows: 
Per meal, 37%c; for horse to hay, 18%c; oats, 
per peck, 50c; all' kinds of liquors, per drink, 6c. 

Amount of money in treasury, September 4, 
1837: Collected on fines and licenses, $40.00,. 
which constituted the county’s available means. 
Liability, $41.84. The county treasurer’s duties 
must have consisted chiefly in “standing off” 
creditors. 

James B. Lambert and John Wright were qual¬ 
ified as justices of the peace, and Milton S. Ma¬ 
son probate judge, in October, 1837. 

The location of the court bouse was decided 
upon by James H, Woodworth, and John M. Wil¬ 
son, commissioners appointed for that purpose 
under the act creating Boone County, approved 
March, 1837. After taking an oath as required 
by law, they proceeded on October 31, 1837, to 
locate it on the northeast quarter of Section 26, 

44, 3, where it still remains. Mr. Gardner ad¬ 
vanced $40.00 to pay expenses, and the commis¬ 
sioners stopped at Simon P. Doty’s. The bill at 
Doty’s amounted to $8.00, and the county as¬ 
sumed the same and issued a draft, but appar¬ 
ently had no money to pay it with. 

The county commissioners, met October 13th, 
at. Doty’s Tavern, and took steps for the survey 
of the county quarter section. Daniel H. Whit¬ 
ney was appointed commissioner to sell the lots 
and blocks in the original town thus surveyed, 
and requested to attend during the whole survey. 

Alexander Neely was given a permit to retail 
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merchandise at Belvidere for one year from No¬ 
vember S, 1S37. Alfred Sbattuck was qualified 
ns justice of the peace. November 19, 1837, Seth 
S. Whitman was allowed $75.00 for a building 
on the county property. 

The clerk was authorized to procure a copy of 
the records of Winnebago County, relating to 
that part of that county which now constitutes 
Boone County. Mr. Whitney appointed Joseph 
Briggs to procure these records and from his re¬ 
port was gathered the following: The part of 
the State Road which runs through Boone County 
was laid out by J. Gifford, Josiah C. Goodhugh 
and Daniel Haight in September, 1S3G. In the 
report of the courses made by the road, “Belvi¬ 
dere Avenue” is mentioned. Just where that 
was located is not known, although it was some¬ 
where on the south side of the river, not far 
from' the Genoa Road. Hilton S. Mason and 
Cornelius Cline reported that as commissioners 
they had laid out a road commencing at Cros¬ 
by’s store and running around the big bend of 
the Kishwaukee by the bouses of Seth S. Whit¬ 
man, Chas. H. Payne, and Timothy Caswell, 
across the Piscasaw, then running about two 
miles, turning southerly to cross the Kishwaukee 
near the fording place, and joining the state 
road. December, 1836, E. Gregory and Joseph 
Briggs reported having laid out a road com¬ 
mencing at the angle of the state road a little 
east of the bridge at Belvidere, and running 
thence westerly near the Kishwaukee to the 
southwest corner of the company’s field, thence 
on a line to correspond with the Kelso survey 
southwest of Milton S. Mason’s house, then ^wes¬ 
terly near the Kishwaukee to the bridge and 
crossing to Kishwaukee near Col. James Sayres’. 
This was evidently a road toward Newburg. 

December term, 1837. The Genoa Road was 
petitioned for November 29, 1837, and Wm. Dres¬ 
ser, Jacob Fish and John Handy were appointed 
to locate it. The Blood’s Point Road was located 
In November, 1837. Cornelius Cline and Simon 
P. Doty were the viewers. It was so called be¬ 
cause it ran south from Belvidere to the claim 


owned by members of the Blood family in Flora. 

Alfred E. Ames and Austin Wilder were al¬ 
lowed pay for work done in laying out the county 
property. Pearson B. Crosby was paid $40.00 
for the Kishwaukee bridge on the state road. 
The range line road between ranges 3 and 4 was 
petitioned for November 23, 1837, by a large 
number of petitioners, and John Wright, Oliver 
Hale, and L. A. Doolittle were appointed viewers. 
The Caledonia road was petitioned for at this 
term and J. Q. A. Rollins, Wm. T. Bulkey and 
Oliver Hale were appointed viewers. The peti¬ 
tion mentions Gardner’s plowing,, which was 
probably in the northwest quarter of Section 25, 
of Belvidere Township, at the north end of the 
Cephas Gardner property. 

S. P. Hyde was the surveyor of the original 
town of Belvidere, and was paid $93.37 for the 
work, December 11, 1S37. John Q. A. Rollins 
was allowed payment for work in surveying the 
county property and also for stakes. S. B. Ames 
was allowed for eleven days’ work carrying 
chain. Allen Blood was allowed for stakes and 
for carrying chain on the state road and survey¬ 
ing county property. 

The county property was advertised for sale 
in “Long John” Wentworth’s paper, the Chicago 
Democrat, and the Chicago ’ American. Aaron 
Whitney was allowed for hauling a load of stones 
for the county and Thos. O. Davis acted as clerk 
for the commissioner of sales. The sale of lots 
in the county quarter section, or what is now, 
known as the original town of Belvidere, was 
held November 27 to 30 (inclusive), 1837. On 
the first day only eleven lots were sold, all being 
in the blocks facing State street, immediately 
west of the public square. The amount received 
per lot ranged from $17.00 to $55.50, and aver¬ 
aged about $34.00. The commissioner recom¬ 
mended on the second day of the sale that it be 
adjourned without day, as the sales did not meet 
his expectation. He sold a few more lots at pri¬ 
vate .sale and added in his report "this is the 
best I could do, and the state of the funds of the 
county rendered this course expedient, if not ab- 
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solutely necessary.” Daniel Hilton Whitney 
was commissioner of sales and had charge of the 
survey. 

Matthew Molony was granted a merchant’s 
license, January 1, 1S38. Timothy Caswell was 
granted a permit to keep tavern on the same 
date. Caswell’s tavern was near Big Thunder 
Mill. William Ames was also granted a permit 
to keep tavern in Amesville (now Garden Prai¬ 
rie). The county road running from Mechanics 
street to Cline’s Ford was petitioned for at the 
March term, 183S, and John Q. A. Rollins, Abel 
Thurston, and John S. King were appointed view¬ 
ers. The road from Belvidere running up along 
the Piscasaw toward Russelville and Capron, 
was located by Joseph Briggs, James Shinn and 
John H. Herbert 

March term, 1838. Belvidere Precinct was 
divided into three precincts. Belivdere precinct 
was formed of what is now Belvidere and Flora 
townships and that part of Bonus west of the 
Piscasaw', and southwesterly of the Kishwaukee 
River and Coon Creek. Ohio precinct was formed 
of all that part of what is now Spring Township 
south of Coon Creek. Deerfield precinct was 
composed of that part of Bonus and Spring not 
Included in the other precincts and that part of 
Boone Township south of the Piscasaw. 

The elections in the Ohio precinct were held in 
Alfred Shattuck’s house, and John Handy, Wil¬ 
liam Dresser, and Z. C. Sawtell were appointed 
judges. The elections in Deerfield were held at 
Ames’ Tavern and James Shinn, John Law¬ 
rence and S. P. Hyde were appointed judges. 
The petit jurors for the first term of the circuit 
court w r ere selected by the county commissioners 
court at the March term, 183S. Hiram Waterman 
was appointed commissioner of sales, Mr. Whit¬ 
ney having resigned. J. D. Coles & Co. were 
given a tavern and merchant’s license. 

Ordered that the court “have a recess until 
candle-light.” The court reconvened at G:30. 
S. S. Whitman was the first recorder, and among 
his early charges appear index book 25c, tran¬ 
script book 37i/>c, chattel mortgage book, 50c. 


April, 1838, it was ordered that'sealed proposals 
should be received for the erection of a court 
house 40 by 30 feet. The basement story was 
to be stone and finished half for a jail, the other 
half into a room for a family. The first story 
was to be finished with three offices and a hall 
and one room for a family. The second story to 
be .finished with a court room and two jury 
rooms and hall, the whole to cost from $5,000 to 

$ 6 , 000 . i 

June term, 1838. In April, 1838, a road was 
laid out in Spring, commencing’ near Mr. Blach- 
ford’s house and running southerly through the 
grove near Mr. Baxter’s, thence to Mr. De Wolfe’s 
to the edge of the grove, thence to Mr. Farr’s in 
Section 22, thence southeasterly to the county 
line. 

Timothy Caswell was allowed $73.75 for work 
on the Piscasaw Bridge. Ordered that the north 
room of S. P. Doty’s Tavern should be used for 
county jail until otherwise ordered. Daniel H. 
Whitney was appointed agent for the county to 
negotiate a loan of $1,000.00, on the faith and 
credit of the county, at such rate of interest as 
it can be had for. At an election held August 
6, 1S3S, Houghton C. Walker was elected sheriff, 
John Handy, coroner, and Moses Blood, Orris 
Crosby, and John K. Towner were elected com¬ 
missioners. 

September term, 1838. Tavern rates were 
fixed as follows: Per meal, 37%c; night’s lodg¬ 
ing, 12%c; oats, per peck, 25c; span of horses 
to hay over, night, 37%c; good brandy, rum, gin, 
and wine, 12 %c; poor ditto and whiskey, 6%c; 
per meal for stage passengers, 50c. The polls of 
the August election were apparently taken to 
Galena, as required by law, and bill for stage 
fare was allowed each way, $9.00 and expenses 
and time, making in all $37.25. The order au¬ 
thorizing the clerk to loan money on the faith 
of the county was rescinded, probably because he 
could not find anyone ready to make the loan, 
money being scarce. Among the charges of the 
court are for a bunch of quills, 37%c. At this 
term, the court commissioners entered into a con- 
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tract with John IC. Towner to do repairs on the 
Belvidere bridge, including planking and railings 
on each side, tor $100.00. Tavern permits were 
issued to John K. Towner in Belvidere, Z. 0. 
Sawtell in Ohio precinct, Cyrus Avery in Deer¬ 
field precinct, and Alexander Neely in Belvidere. 
S. P. Hyde was allowed $8.00 for a town plat. 

At the December term, 1838, the commission¬ 
ers discovered that Mr. Whitney’s office Was 
more than a quarter of a mile from the place of 
holding court and they declared the office vacant. 
Apparently, Mr. Whitney was not present at the 
meeting when this was done, but his deputy, 
Joseph Briggs, was, and proceeded to protest 
very vigorously. After declaring Mr. Whitney’s 
office vacated, the commissioners proceeded to 
elect James Loop to fill the place. Mr. Loop was 
a relative of one of the commissioners and they 
probably thought a little politics would liven 
things up. Mr. Briggs, thereupon, according to 
the record, did “contemptuously” take from the 
table the record and refused to deliver it to Mr. 
Loop, together with the other papers of the 
county. Mr. Briggs evidently proceeded to take 
the book off with him and vented his wrath by 
writing at the bottom of the order creating the 
vacancy in the office the following: “The clerk 
believing the above not true, and If true not suf¬ 
ficient for the removal of the clerk, demands an 
appeal to the circuit court of Boone County." 
When the commissioners secured the book back 
this part was ordered stricken out, as made with¬ 
out authority, and it is stricken out in the little 
book now before the writer, with bold strokes of 
the pen, a mute witness of a small squabble 
which doubtless seemed quite serious then, but 
Is only amusing now. The commissioners pro¬ 
ceeded to find Mr. Briggs guilty of flagrant con¬ 
tempt of the court and that he pay a fine of 
$25.00. A warrant and replevin writ were given 
to Mr. Doty, the sheriff. In the meanwhile, Mr. 
Loop, according to the entry made, was keeping 
the minutes on loose papers. The next morn¬ 
ing the sheriff turned over to the commissioners 
a large number of books, documents, and notes 


belonging to the county, which he had secured by 
the replevin writ. The following day, Mr. Briggs’ 
temper having apparently subsided, Mr. Doty 
appeared before the court and stated that Mr. 
Briggs confessed that he was too hasty in his. 
action. The fine he was to pay was cut in half 
and paid, and the incident was closed. 

March 5, 1S39, on the petition of a number of 
inhabitants, the name of Lambertsburg precinct 
was changed to Beaver precinct, and the place of 
election to Robert Hurd's. March 6, 1839, Simon 
P. Doty was allowed 50c per day for room rent 
for holding commissioners’ court from the organ¬ 
ization thereof to the end of December, 1838, 23 
days. This would indicate that the county com¬ 
missioners’ court sessions were all held in Doty’s 
Tavern. March 7, 1839, Hiram Waterman was 
appointed commissioner to build the court bouse, 
and it was ordered that it should be 30 feet wide, 
40 feet long. Posts 25 feet long, with entry for 
stairs on each side of front door. Hall 5 feet 
wide through lower story with back door and 
two rooms'on either side of said hall. Upper 
room to be arched overhead for a court room. 

March term, 1839. Ordered that should a cir¬ 
cuit court be appointed in this county the clerk 
of this court is authorized to procure some con¬ 
venient room for holding same. 

April term, 1839. The jail was built by Simon 
P. Doty under a contract of June 5, 1838. and 
was accepted and the keys delivered to the 
sheriff, H. C. Walker. The sheriff was au¬ 
thorized to procure a set of shackles for bands 
and feet, and a ring, bolt and chain. 

June term, 1839. Met at John K. Towner’s 
house. Township 43-4 was constituted as Ohio 
precinct, and the house of Z. C. Sawtell desig¬ 
nated for holding elections; Township 45-3, Cal¬ 
edonia precinct and the house of David Drake 
designated for holding elections. The name of 
the precinct was then spelled “Caladonla.” Abra¬ 
ham Drake, Michael Taplin, and Allen Carpenter 
were appointed judges. Jacob Fisk was allowed 
$1.00 for fixing the “meeting house” for holding 
courts. The contract for building the Belvidere 
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Bridge was let to J. Q. A.- Rollins, August 3, 
1839, for $84.50. ' 

September term, 1839. James L. Loop was au¬ 
thorized to borrow money not to exceed $200.00 
to pay for the quarter-section bought by the 
county and he was also authorized to go to 
Galena and make the necessary entry and at¬ 
tend to the papers. The state road from Crystal- 
ville, in McHenry County, to Mineral Point, Wis¬ 
consin. of which a portion is in this county, was 
located under Act of tiie Legislature in July, 
1839. , 

William B. Page made a contract for the brick 
for the court bouse at $4.00 per thousand. Mr. 
Page made the brick for the court bouse on Dr. 
Stone’s farm. By collecting all they could from 
various parties, Mr. Loop managed to get the 
$229.00 necessary to pay the land office expenses. 
Of this, $155.00 was borrowed from Alexander 
Neely. 

December 2, 1839, an election was held at 
which Benjamin F. Lawrence was elected sheriff 
and Staunton H. Loing, justice of the pence, in 
Deerfield precinct. Manchester Township did not 
' appear to have returned its poll books in time to 
be counted, a week afterwards. A contract was 
made with Robert B. Hurd for furnishing all 
materials, except the brick,* and for laying the 
walls of the new court house. Simon j’. Doty 
was authorized to keep a ferry across the Kish- 
waukee at Belvldere. He was to give free pas¬ 
sage to all residents and their teams and be paid 
$50.00 per year. The ferry rates for non-resi¬ 
dents of the county were as follows: For each 
vehicle drawn by two horses or oxen, 25 
cents; vehicle with one horse, 18% cents; man 
on horseback, 12% cents; person on foot, 6% 
cents; cattle, per bead, 3 cents; and hogs and 
sheep, 1 cent. This was when the bridge had 
been carried away by freshets. 

June term, 1840. Township 43-3 was formed 
Into a precinct called Fairfield. The school house 
was designated as the election place. Daniel 
Bliss, James Shinn, and Abel R. Blood were ap¬ 
pointed judges. 


Rosiel D. Campbell was appointed commis¬ 
sioner to take census for 1840. The county con¬ 
tracted with John Bruce for stone for the foun¬ 
dation for the court house. The jail in Belvidere 
standing upon the grounds selected for the court 
house, it was ordered that the jail be removed 
to another site. 

August 3, 1840, Albert Stone was elected sher¬ 
iff and Edward Hawley, coroner. 

September term, 1840. F. W. Crosby making 
preparation to build a dam across the Kisliwau- 
kee. John IC. Towner was appointed to superin¬ 
tend the building of the court bouse. At the 
November election. 1840, the presidential electors, 
headed by Adam W. Snyder of St Clair County, 
received 15 votes in Beaver precinct, 14 in Deer¬ 
field, 23 in Caledonia, 123 in Belvidere, 13 in 
Manchester, and 34 in Ohio. The ticket on which 
Abraham Lincoln was one of tbe electors, re¬ 
ceived 30 in Beaver, 28 in Deerfield, 15 in Cale¬ 
donia, 110 in Belvidere, 15 in Manchester, and 
10 in Ohio. Mr. Lincoln’s ticket was defeated by 
two votes in tbe county. December. 1S40, F. W. 
Crosby was allowed to build a dam, evidently 
about where the present dam is, and the record 
states that it was to be on or near tbe “site occu¬ 
pied by the present dam of Belvidere Mill.” For 
the new court house contracts were made for 
lumber with P. B. Crosby, and for carpenter 
work with Janies Johnson. In March, 1841, a 
road was located, which commenced at the south¬ 
east quarter of Belvidere Township and ran diag¬ 
onally across what is now Jefferson Conger’s 
farm and the northwest quarter of Section 36, 
striking the state road somewhere up near Bal- 
llets’ corner. This road, as located, does not ex¬ 
ist at present. The state road north of Belvidere 
was re-located between the line of county prop¬ 
erty and Spring Brook, in April, 1841, by S. P. 
Doty and David Caswell. Previous to that time 
the bend, which is now about opposite General 
Fuller’s house, appears to have been several 
blocks further south. The bridge over Spring 
Brook was just a little west of the center of Sec¬ 
tion 22, near the present Tobyne farm. What is 
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known as the middle Caledonia road, now run¬ 
ning past the Scott and Greenlee farms, was 
located by Elias Congdon and W. S. Stewart, 
September, 1841, and was on or near the line of 
an old Indian trail. 

In the back of the county commissioners’ rec¬ 
ord, appears a list of certificates for wolf scalps 
given out by Deputy Clerk Saxton, which con¬ 
tains the following: 

November, 1840. 

John Lawrence, 1 wolf. 

Bradford Cunningham, 5 wolves. 

Heaton, 2 wolves. 

Milo Smith, 1 wolf. 

Simeon Covey, 1 wolf. 

Strong, 5 wolves. 

In 1843, January, Cyrus H. Avery, 8 prairie 
wolves. During the remainder of that year cer¬ 
tificates were also issued to N. K. Avery, C. H. 
Payne, Chas. Johnson, S. E. Ames, G. T. Sasson, 
Alfred Strong, Chas. S. Whitman; also to John 
Barrett for 17 wolves. The bounty was $1.00 
per wolf. 

County and Township Names. 

Boone County was named after Daniel Boone, 
a noted pioneer of Kentucky and Southern Illi¬ 
nois. He was a contemporary with George Rog¬ 
ers Clark. Simon Kenton, and the fearless back¬ 
woodsmen of the early days. Belvidere is said 
by some to have been named by Ebenezer Peck 
from a town in Canada from which he came. Mr. 
Peck had considerable financial interest here, 
but resided in Chicago. Another account says 
that Belvidere was named by Simon P. Doty, who 
claimed that he received the suggestion from 
Mark Beaublen, an early French settler of Chi¬ 
cago, on account of its resemblance to Belvidere 
.near Weimar, in Germany. The word means 
“beautiful to see.” The derivation of the word 
“Klshwaukee” has been explained in several 
different ways. The first Is that it means “Place 
of the Sycamores." Another has it as meaning 
“Free from Storms,” and still another makes it 
mean “Arrow Water” or “Rushing Water.” The 


name is undoubtedly Indian, but just what it 
means the writer has been unable to determine 
from any Indian vocabulary he has been privi¬ 
leged to consult. 

Bonus Township was formerly called Deerfield 
precinct, probably on account of some place in 
the east from which one or more prominent early 
settlers came. The present name is the Latin 
word for “good.” Spring was formerly called 
Ohio Grove on account of the Shattueks and 
other prominent early settlers, who came from 
that state. Flora was possibly so named from 
the number of flowers that dotted its prairies. 
One of the most pleasing and noticeable things 
to the early settlers in this region was the num¬ 
ber of wild flowers, and they spoke of them very 
often in the letters and journals written at that 
time. Boone Township was formerly included 
In Beaver Precinct, which was doubtless named 
from that industrious animal. Le Roy was first 
called Lambertson Precinct from the early set¬ 
tlers. One who was present at the meeting 
when it received the name it now bears could 
not recollect the cause for so calling it, except 
that everyone present was trying to have it 
named after his town in the east and this name 
finally prevailed. 


CHAPTER III. 

FIRST SETTLEMENTS. 

FIRST SETTLERS AND WHENCE THEY CAME—THE 
SCOTCH SETTLEMENT—LIVINGSTON BOBBINS THE 
FIRST COMER IN 1835—PRIMITIVE CONDITIONS OF 
CHICAGO AT THAT PERIOD—EARLY COMERS OF A 
LATER PERIOD—SIMON P. DOTY OPENS THE FIRST 

HOTEL IN BELVIDERE-ORGANIZATION OF THE BEL- 

VIDERE COMPANY—EARLY DAYS AND WAYS- 

METHOD OF CONSTRUCTING A LOG CABIN—SOME. 
WET SEASONS—AN INVENTORY OF HOUSEHOLD 
GOODS—BRIDGES AND POSTOFFICES—CEMETERIES. 
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The majority of the early settlers of Boone 
County came from New York State, or at least 
many more came from that state than from any 
other one location. The New Yorker of that 
time was a sort of westernized New Englander. 
Their ancestors in the very early days of the 
history of the country had emigrated, usually 
from England, and had located themselves upon 
the rocky hills of Massachusetts, Vermont, or 
New Hampshire, the rugged coast of Maine or 
among the valleys of Connecticut. By the time 
the Revolutionary War had been fought and the 
colonies had gained their freedom from the 
mother country, the rising generation found the 
old farm homes too crowded, and the fields too 
stony to raise good crops of grain, although it is 
admitted that they have never been excelled in 
raising first class men and women. Therefore, 
Bhortly after the Revolution, the New England¬ 
ers pushed westward, into the fertile valleys of 
the Mohawk, the Hudson, the Genesee, and with 
the help of the sturdy Dutch settlers whom they 
found already there, they made the great state 
of New York. In the meantime Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, and Delaware had filled up with 
settlers of equal ability and energy, and by 1836 
the same crowding and longing for a chance to 
expand was manifested among the settlers in 
these states as had been the case a few genera¬ 
tions before in the places from whence they 
came. It is to the younger generation of these 
states, together with some directly from New 
England, that Boone County looked for its first 
settlers. Most of them came by the way of Chi¬ 
cago and many of them had no definite location 
in mind, except that they expected to settle in 
Northern Illinois. At that time Chicago was a 
very uninviting place and many of those who 
expected to stay there pushed on westward. After 
the very first settlers, many of those who came 
were relatives or friends of those who were al¬ 
ready here. Often a man would come and locate 
and then go back after his family in the east. 
There are not many southern families in Boone 
County. Among them have been Stephen Hurl- 


but, one of the most noted of Boone County citi¬ 
zens, who was bom in South Carolina, and Jo¬ 
seph Goodrich, who while not originally Southern, 
lived for a considerable time in the South. One 
of the most prosperous parts of the county is 
that known as the “Scotch Settlement,’ which 
takes in a large part of the township of Cale¬ 
donia and extends westward Into Winnebago 
County. The Scotch settled in that region in the 
first twenty years or so of the county’s history. 
Among the early settlers were the Greenlees, 
who came in 1836. Some of the other prominent 
Scotch families are those of Ralston, McEachran, 
McNair,. Armour, Reid, and Kelley. The Scotch 
Settlement is noted for the neat appearance of 
Its farms and farm buildings and general air of 
prosperity. In the northern part of the county, 
particularly Manchester, Boone and LeRoy, are 
a large number of Norwegian settlers, most of 
whom have been very successful, and own large, 
well stocked farms. Among the prominent Nor¬ 
wegian families are those of Duxsted, Tillerson 
and Seaver. In Spring Township, particularly, 
as well as in other parts of the county, are a num¬ 
ber of Englishmen. Among the families which 
came from England at an early date, in Spring, 
were the Blnchfords, the Curtises, and the Smith- 
sons. At a little later date came the Davises, John 
Rogers, Joseph Hoover, the Landers, William 
King, George Peters, and Robert Wiffln. In 
Boone Township, and particularly in'Capron, are 
a number of citizens of Canadian descent, in¬ 
cluding the Cornells and the Jurys, who came in 
the ’40s. Some of the prominent people in Bel- 
videre also came from Canada. In the later years, 
we have a considerable number from Ireland, 
most of whom have settled in Belvidere or on 
farms in the vicinity of that city. An Irishman 
always possesses great executive ability and a 
number of Important positions have been held 
by those of that descent 
The history of Boone County, so far as any 
permanent white settlement is concerned, begins 
in 1835. It is well known to all who have been 
interested in the history of the state that the 
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first settlements were made in the southern part, 
such as Kaskaskia, Cahokia, and other places 
along the Mississippi River, and at Albion, Shaw- 
neetown, and other settlements in the southeast¬ 
ern part of the state, along the Ohio and Wa¬ 
bash Rivers. In 1835 Chicago-was but a small 
town. Galena, in the northwestern part of the 
state, and some of the settlements in that vicinity 
had been started, but all the region of Northern 
Illinois between these places was practically 
uninhabited by white men, and consisted of beau¬ 
tiful prairie covered with long grass, Interspersed 
with groves of trees and inhabited only by nu¬ 
merous wild game and the wandering tribes of 
Tuan.ns- The land had not yet been surveyed 
into townships and was not open to government 
entries, as the Indian title had not yet been ex¬ 
tinguished. It is difficult to estimate with cer¬ 
tainty the names of the very first settlers. In 
the earlier county history, we are informed that 
the first settler was Livingston Robbins, who 
came from Chautauqua County, N. Y. We 
have been able, through one of his nephews, to 
find out more concerning him. He received his 
first name from Dr. Livingston, the celebrated 
African explorer, who was his mother’s brother. 
He and a partner took up a claim north of the 
river, probably somewhere near the present opera 
house, and stayed there for some time. Becoming 
lonely from their position, with no one but In¬ 
dians as neighbors, the partner decided to return 
to Chicago and did so. Mr. Robbins stood the In¬ 
creased loneliness for a short time and then re¬ 
turned to Chicago himself. After he had been 
there a day or two, he ran across another young 
man whom he told about their claim on the 
Kishwaukee, stating that if a man could go there 
and stick to It, the place was sure to become a 
desirable location. So the two finally agreed to 
return to the claim and after they had been there 
a short time, bnck came the first partner. When 
the three had lived together for some time a little 
friction arose as to who should include a certain 
piece of timber in his claim, and the first partner 
and the new comer took sides against Robbins. 


About this time John K. Towner and others came 
in and bought all three out. Mr. Robbins took 
up a claim north of Newburgh in-Section 19, 
which he afterwards sold to the Tobynes, and 
Livingston Robbins and his brother Oliver, who 
had come from the east by that time, moved 
over into Winnebago County, where their de¬ 
scendants still live. Livingston Robbins went to 
Stevens Point, Wis., where he died about 
1880, at an advanced age. He was a large man, 
very straight In stature, with black hair and 
beard. Our informant could not recall the name 
of either of Robbins’s partners, but it is possible 
that they were Archibald Metcalf and David Dun¬ 
ham, who are mentioned In the former history 
of Boone County as occupying the claim when 
Mr Towner and others came to Belvidere. As 
this was before the written records, our ac¬ 
counts of the first few settlers must rest upon 
tradition. 

In June, 1835, John K. Towner, Cornelius 
Cline, and Erastus A. Nixon arrived at the loca¬ 
tion which is now Belvidere. Mr. Towner, with 
his wife and eight children, had started in the 
early part of June from Steuben County, New 
York, to loqnte In .Michigan, but not finding a lo¬ 
cation which suited them, Mr. Towner left his 
wife and children with relatives near Detroit 
and came by boat to Chicago. At the Tremont 
House, where he stopped, he met Cline and 
Nixon. At that time, as is well known to all 
who have read Chicago history, that city was 
very uninviting, many of the business and resi¬ 
dence sections of the city at the. present time 
being then a sea of mud. So the three deter¬ 
mined to push on to Rockford, where Daniel S. 
Haight and Germanicus Kent had a small settle¬ 
ment. They traveled on foot and are said to 
have followed General Scott’s army trail, but 
upon reaching the Kishwaukee they decided to 
settle there. Mr. Towner purchased part of the 
Metcalf & Dunham claim and took up some more 
land near the river. He arranged with Mr. Cline 
for the erection of a log house and returned on 
foot and by the lake to Detroit. He bought sev- 
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eral yoke of oxen and a prairie schooner at Chi¬ 
cago, and with these and a wagon that he had 
brought from New York, Mr. Towner and family 
pushed on to the Klshwaukee. Arriving about 
midnight, the last of July, 1835, they camped that 
night about opposite the present Baltic Mills, 
and next morning moved into the Metcalf and 
Dunham cabin. Their own house was not com¬ 
pleted, hut in the meantime Mr. Cline bad built 
his cabin, which was probably located somewhere 
out near the Bennett Creamery Comer and the 
O. J. Lincoln farm. Then Towner moved into 
this cabin while Mr. Cline went east for his own 
family, and the Towners soon afterwards moved 
into their own house, which was on the site of 
'the present D. Derthick residence. 

Practically all the early settlers of Boone 
County came by the way of Chicago or from an 
easterly direction. A description of the many 
ways in which they traveled, and the route over 
which they came will be in order. While some 
of the young men without families or household 
goods, were able to walk, those who brought 
their possessions with them found it necessary to 
come either by ox teams or with horses. The 
first few miles west of Chicago was low and 
swampy and made very hard pulling, so that 
sometimes six or eight yoke of oxen were re¬ 
quired to pull the wagons through. When this 
was done the different travelers would unite and, 
by hitching their teams together, would pull the 
wagons through, one by one. Lorenzo McDougal, 
who came in 1836, used to describe this very in¬ 
terestingly. The wagons were many of them the 
old fashioned “prairie schooner," but some of 
them were of the ordinary form of eastern wag¬ 
ons. There were very few houses, John H. 
Thurston, in his reminiscences of Rockford, 
states that from Chicago to the Pox River the 
cabins were about six miles apart, and that there 
was but one inhabited house between Elgin and 
Mr. Smith’s cabin in Pleasant Grove, (near Ma¬ 
rengo). When Mr. Thurston came in 1837, he 
states they stopped the first night at the Buck- 


horn Tavern about eighteen miles west of Chi¬ 
cago. The second night they stopped at Mr, 
Smith’s Tavern, and after striking Garden 
Prairie they found a frail blazed through the 
timber to the ford of the Klshwaukee River near 
the present Big Thunder Mill, where the Potta¬ 
watomie trail from Chicago to Galena crossed. 
B. C. Lawrence, who arrived in 1837, states that 
there were sixteen houses between Chicago and 
Belvidere, including Belvidere. I.t took the Law¬ 
rences five ddys to come from Chicago. They 
found a bridge over the Desplaines River and 
another at Salt Creek, in the northeasterly part 
of Du Page County. They found a house in 
Coral, which is a little south of Union. At Ma¬ 
rengo was Spencer’s Tavern, and there was no 
house between Marengo and Garden Prairie. 

In the early part of August, 1835, Simon P. 
Doty and Dr. Daniel Hilton Whitney arrived in 
Belvidere. They stopped for a short time with the 
Towners and both became very useful and promi¬ 
nent citizens of the community, and will be re¬ 
ferred to many times in this history. Simon P. 
Doty was bom in Dutchess County, N. Y., May 
9,1797. Before coming to Belvidere, he had been 
a sailor. Mr. Doty became proprietor of a tav¬ 
ern known as the Belvidere House, which stood 
with the other buildings belonging to it, on the 
block now occupied by the opera house, Bowley’s, 
Longcor’s drug store, and other stores. This was 
a very important building In the history of the 
little community. According to Mr. Jenner, it 
consisted of a one-story kitchen, then a larger 
portion containing a dining-room and sleeping 
apartments upstairs, then a one-story bar-room, 
then a store room which came on the corner 
where Mr. Bowley’s store is. This building was 
painted. It was not a log cabin, being one of, 
if not the; first frame buildings made in the 
county. Mr. Doty was a prominent Whig and 
held several offices, as will appear elsewhere in 
our narrative. Many of the public meetings were 
held in this hotel. Dr. Whitney states in one of his 
articles that he bought some logs from Messrs. 
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Payne and Wheeler, who resided on the Fox 
River, had 'them hauled to the place intended 
for the town plot and had them made into a 
double house and Mr. Doty was made landlord. 
The previous history of the county states that 
Mr. Doty continued to manage this hotel until 
the fall of 1836, when he moved into his own 
Tavern. As Mr. Jenner came in 1837, lie Doty 
House that he describes must have been the 
second one that Mr. Doty kept. 

Dr. Daniel Hilton Whitney was one of the 
most able citizens of the early days in Belvidere, 
and had a great deal to do with shaping the his¬ 
tory of the county. He was born in 1807 and 
died February 17, 1864, aged fifty-seven. He 
was a man of great energy, a ready talker, an 
if able, although somewhat flowery, writer, and a 
very enthusiastic Whig in politics. His stature 
^,/was tall, his complexion dark, and his hair coal 
black. He married Sarah Caswell, December 
10, 1836, this being the first marriage solem¬ 
nized in what is now Boone County. His first 
wife, Elizabeth Hnzzard, to whom he was mar¬ 
ried in New York, July 5, 1828, died Sept. 7, 
1835. Mrs. W. S. Jones of Belvidere is Dr. 
Whitney's daughter. Dr. Whitney will be men¬ 
tioned so often as we progress that further no¬ 
tice here is unnecessary. 

The Belvidere Company. 

In all the communities which were springing 
up In Northern Illinois, land claims were the 
great article of commerce. According to the 
tales of the early travelers, whenever one stop¬ 
ped he was at once besieged by an eager crowd 
willing to sell claims. It is natural to suppose 
that a large number claimed a great deal more 
than they were entitled to. Usually when a 
man had decided upon a promising piece of land 
and commenced to locate there, he was visited by 
someone very soon, who stated that the tract was 
already claimed. Mr. Lawrence tells us of a 
relative of his who thought, after many trials of 
this kind, he would get into a part where no one 


had been, and struck up along the Indian trail 
near the Plscasaw. On the way he came across a 
bee-tree, and cut oft the hollow portion filled 
with honey and took it with him. t He found a 
suitable location and was preparing to make his 
claim, when he was visited by a Belvidere resi¬ 
dent and informed that the claim was already 
taken. This was too much and he informed his 
visitor that, unless he left immediately, the sec¬ 
tion of the bee-tree and its contents would be 
gently deposited, upside down, over his head. 
The gentleman left without much further argu¬ 
ment. 

There had been no government survey made 
and it was not possible to tell, with any accu¬ 
racy, where the lines would run or what would 
constitute a quarter section. The claims, or at 
least the more substantial ones, were made by 
plowing a furrow around the land desired to be 
included. While there are no definite stories in 
this county, as in some surrounding counties, of 
serious fights over claims, claim jumping and the 
like, yet it is to be presumed that more or less 
friction of this sort did take place here also. 

In order to protect themselves from outsiders 
the settled citizens of the various communities 
usually formed what was known as a “company,” 
an association to divide up certain land among 
themselves by agreement and stand by each other 
in holding it. Such a company was formed here 
and called the “Belvidere Company." From an 
affidavit by Daniel H. Whitney in a law-suit con¬ 
cerning the southwest quarter of Section 26, we 
are able to judge quite accurately as to who 
constituted this company and the time the differ¬ 
ent members entered it. Mr. Whitney states that 
he held the claim in 1S35 in common with J. C. 
Goodhugh and E. Peck. About 1836 he sold his 
claim as to said quarter section to Goodhugh, 
Peck, and Nathan Crosby. He understood that 
in the spring and summer of 1836, they sold an 
Interest to John S. King, Jacob Whitman, Pear¬ 
son B. Crosby, and others; that said claimant, 
were generally known as the “Belvidere Com- 
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pany” and in 1836 they built on said quarter- 
section a saw mill and did some cultivation, and 
in the next season J. S. King built a grist mill, 
and that in the latter pajt of 1837, Daniel Shel¬ 
don leased the mill. These were near the present 
Baltic Mills. 

It was impossible to give with any degree of 
clearness the location of the various, claims prior 
to the government entries. The Belvldere Com¬ 
pany claim evidently took in most of the north 
side which lies wept of a line running north 
from about where the Presbyterian Church now 
stands. Seth S. Whitman’s claim was in the 
northwest quarter of Section 25, easterly of the 
Belvldere Company’s claim. 

E/ablt Days and Ways. 

The method of making a log cabin is described 
by an early Rockford settler, Mr. Thurston, as 
follows: 

“The body of the house, about eighteen feet 
square, was of oak logs with the bark on, the 
comers carried up by notch and saddle, the roof 
of shakes rived out from oak timber. The logs 
for the‘gable ends were fastened together with 
wooden pins. A pole was then laid lengthways 
of the structure, two feet from the eaves, the 
shakes laid in two or more courses, and a pole 
put on top to hold them down. This process was 
repeated to the ridge pole. Short sticks were 
placed between the poles to keep them from slid¬ 
ing down. The cabin had a puncheon floor, two 
windows, one door of puncheon stuff. Most of 
them had a fireplace at one end built of wood, 
and outside; the fireplace of puncheons lined on 
the inside with clay, and the chimney of split 
sticks laid up with mud. Such a bouse may be 
built with an axe and an auger, and is a warm 
and comfortable dwelling.” 

From Mr. Thurston’s recollections we also 
gather the following as to Boone County: 

The summer of 1837 was very wet and the 
crops were good. 

In January, 1838, there was a vacant cabin 


about two miles west of Belvldere, near the river 
The Newburgh flats were under water and could 
»ot be crossed by teams for several weeks. The 
//water In 1844 was very high all over the Missls- 
// sippi Valley. 

I After the conclusion of the presidential cam- 
' Palgn In 1840 both Whigs and Democrats gave 
public balls at Rockford. The Harrison Ball was 
held February, 1841, at the Washington House. 
The representatives of Boone County on the Board 
of Managers were D. M. Bristol of Belvidere 
and J. C. Waterman of Newburgh. The Van- 
Buren Ball was held at the Rockford House, 
March 3, 1S41. The representatives of Boone 
County were R. S. Malony, L. A. Doolittle, H. 
Waterman, and B. F. Lawrence of Belvidere;. 
George F. Ames and S. P. Hyde of Amesville 
(now Garden Prairie), Orris Crosby and H. 
Shattuck of Ohio Grove (now the township of 
Spring), and B. F. Hoyt and John Steel of New¬ 
burgh. Dr. Orris Crosby, the oldest Democrat 
present, with a handsome young partner, opened 
the Democratic Ball with the Virginia Reel. Mr. 
Thurston describes him as being spare in build, 
six feet or more in height, and clad in a blue' 
broadcloth, swallow tall coat, with brass buttons 
in the style of the ’20s, an immense rolling 
collar, trousers four Inches shorter than now 
worn, red stockings and calfskin pumps. Mr. 
Thurston states that General Scott’s Army Trail 
passed through the first ward of Rockford. Ste¬ 
phen Mack, an Indian trader, was the guide. 
This trail met the river bank above the town at 
the dry run now in North Second Street, fol¬ 
lowed the east bank of the river to the first creek 
above the town, across the- bluff and met the In¬ 
dian Trail near the railroad track at the foot 
of the Big Bottom. 

In order to give some idea of what constituted' 
the household goods in the early days, we give 
the appraisement in the estate of a lady belong¬ 
ing to one of the prominent families, and who 
died in 1841. Besides the Items mentioned, 
there was quite a list of books. 
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One stove and pipe, $10.00; 1 pair of shovel and contract was awarded to him. The bridge was 
tongs, 50c; carpet, $5.00; 1 arm chair, 50c; 1 completed in November, 1867, at a cost of $15,- 

kettle, 50c; 2 quilts, $13.00; 1 feather bed and 115. The present State Street bridge, the fifth, 

bedding, $15.00; 2 blankets, $3.00; 9 sheets, was erected in 1889. The contractors were the 
$1.50; 1 trundle bedstead, $1.50; 1 pitcher and Clinton Bridge & Iron Company, of Clinton, Iowa, 
basin, $1.50; 1 tin pail, 50p; 1 dipper, 13c; 1 The contract provided that the structure should 
■white earthern tub, $1.50; 1 soap dish, 25c; 2 carry any load and at any rate of speed that 

wooden tubs, 50c; 2 plated goblets, $1.00; 1 ordinarily travels the streets. Previous to this, 

plated sugar dish, $1.00; 2 willow baskets, 75c; teams were obliged to cross at a walk, and Mr. 

1 band box, 25c; 1 portfolio, $1.00; 1 pair brass Jenner told of one Presbyterian divine who was 
candle sticks, 50c; 1 pair of snuffers, 13c; 1 seized by millions of the law and fined for racing 
snuffer tray, 25c; 1 gold watch, $25.00;‘4 carpet his buggy across at full speed, in order that a 

bags, $1.00; 1 cut glass bottle, $1.00; 1 table, guest might not miss a train. The Main street 

$1.50; 1 looking glass, $1.00. bridge was a .wooden structure of three spans. 

The First Bbiuoes. In the spring of the present year (1908) It had 

The first bridge across the Kishwaukee at become very iusecure and Preparations were be- 

State street was built in 1836. It was formed lng m(lde to replace lt » bllt the water in the rlver 

of stringers lying close to the water and covered rose veiy rapidly nnd as tbe Ice went out u car ' 

with logs. In March, 1840, this bridge was car- ried tbe t "'° southern spans of the brld S e wiUl »t 
Tied away by the greatest freshet that ever came Tbe State Street brldge ls now belns repalred 
down the Kishwaukee, when the'water rose to < 1908) - and :t is tho,lgbt U w!n stand a num ' 
a point three or four rods south of the present her of years to come. It wnspposed to put in 
pumping Station nnd the bark on the trees on a new iron or cement brldge^but the proposition 
Gooseberry Island was ground'away by the ice was not canded out on jiccount of tjre expense, 
twenty feet from their bases. Until the comple- ‘ Etitir Postoffices. 

tion of the next bridge, the same year, Simon P. The first postmaster was Prof. Setiv S. Whit- 
Doty ran a ferry across the open space. The man, who wns one of Belvldere’s moat prominent 

second bridge lasted until 1845, when it, too,, early citizens and of whom moreiwHl be said in 

wns carried away by a freshet. This was a low other parts of this history. Prof. Whitman lived 
frame structure,, fastened by bents. The third about where W. S. Brown now lives, on Bast 
bridge was constructed in 1845. It was wide Lincoln Avenue. The postoflice boxes were the 
enough for two roadways and was originally cov- holes between the rafters of his house, the ceil- 
ered over, but in a few years the cover was re- lng not being so high but what it could be easily 
moved. This bridge was shorter and nearer the reached. At that time, the postage was some- 
water than the present one and reached by un- thing like 25c for a letter and Mr. Jenner averred 
covered approaches. William H. Gilman was that about the only letters which were prepaid 
contractor for this bridge and Cornelius Cline, were love letters and those containing requests 
constructor. Mr. Cline died on the lakes In the to pay bills. In the very early days each piece 
first cholera epidemic that visited this region, of paper constituted a letter and postage had to 
In 1S67 it was decided to build a new structure, be paid on each piece at the legal rate. In look- 
E. L. Truesdell of Massachusetts, a relative of lng over the old legal documents, we often find 
E. E. P. Truesdell, of Belvidere, was then con- that when two or more were prepared by out- 
struoting bridges of latticed iron work, after a side lawyers and sent here by mail, they would 
plan known as. the Truesdell patent, and the make them one long sheet and then cut them v 
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apart, all but one narrow margin and thereby 
the two or three documents could be mailed for 
the price of one letter. Mr. Jenner stated that 
there was considerable controversy as to whether 
the small diamond sheets of paper called “wa¬ 
fers,” which were then used as part of the seal, 
would be an extra sheet of paper, so as to re¬ 
quire extra postage. After a short time the post- 
office was moved to Doty's dining room and the 
letters were kept in a cupboard. Mr. Whitman 
had been postmaster about six years, when, on 
account of being a Whig, he was removed and 
another postmaster was appointed. Mr. Jenner 
came here in 1838 and about the middle of that 
year took charge of the postoffice. The mail 
came three time's a weelc, by the Frink & Walker 
stage line. The stage arrived -in Belvidere at 
night and the mail came in a big leather bag 
that held eight or ten bushels. 

Cemeteries. 

In the very early days the inhabitants buried 
their dead in the north edge of the town. The 
Belvidere Cemetery Association was incorporated 
in 1847, by John K. Towner, Asher E. Jenner, 
and William T. Burgess and secured that part 
of the original town lying between Marshall 
Street on the south, Webster Street on the west 
and the north line of the town on the north. 
Since that time considerable land has been se¬ 
cured from the Dunton estate and additions 
made. The cemetery is surrounded by an iron 
fence and laid out with roadways and walks. 
In 1007, through the generosity of Mrs. Emma 
Tettit, a very tasty chapel building was erected 
in the west part of the grounds, in memory of 
her husband, Dr. Pettit. The two_ Foote obelisks 
of gray Barre granite are the largest and most 
beautiful in the cemetery. There are also a 
large number of other -very fine stones and 
within the bounds of this quiet spot have been 
laid most of Belvidere’s dead. 

The Saint Janies Catholic Cemetery is on West 
Lincoln Avenue, near the Fair Grounds and here, 


under the arms of a great cross, lie those of 
the Catholic faith, who have passed to the 
Great Beyond. 


CHAPTER IY. 

EARLY SURVEYS AND LAND TITLES. 

BOONE COUNTY LANDS IN 1837—EXTRACT FROM 
PECK’S* GAZETTEER OF ILLINOIS—GOVERNMENT 
SURVEYS—SECTION 1G SET APART AS SCHOOL 
LANDS—SURVEYORS IN BOONE COUNTY—GOVERN¬ 
MENT SALES AND LAND TITLES-SOME EARLY 

LAND OWNERS-COUNTY RECORDS OF LAND TITLES 

—EARLY TRANSFERS. 

The following in reference to conditions in 
Boone County, soon after the date of first set¬ 
tlement, is taken from “Peck’s Gazetteer of Illi¬ 
nois,” issued in 1S37: 

“Most of the land in this and adjoining coun¬ 
ties is as yet unsurveyed and thus has not been 
offered for sale by the general government. It 
is, notwithstanding, rapidly settling up with an 
enterprising population. The soil is fertile and 
well adapted to raising all the different kinds 
of agricultural products common to this part of 
the state. The surface is mostly rich, undulating 
prairie, with a considerable quantity of timber 
scattered over the country, principally in groves 
and oak openings, of which the chief of the 
former is Norwegian Grove. 

“Boone County is for judicial purposes at¬ 
tached to Jo Daviess Count}-. Its county seat 
is not yet laid out. 

“The only town in the county is Belvidere, a 
small settlement on the stage road from Chi¬ 
cago to Galena. It is in the western part of the 
county on Squaw Prairie and has a delightful 
appearance. Near the town site is a mound DO 
rods long and about 30 rods wide, elevated 70 
feet above the bottom land of the river. On the 
top of this mound is the cemetery of an Indian 
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called Big Thunder. He died about the time of 
the Sauk War in 1831 or ’32 and was placed In 
a sitting posture on a flag mat, wrapped in a 
blanket, his scalping knife by his side to cut the 
plugs of tobacco, whiskey, etc. 

“The citizens of this region are about to erect 
a college edifice on this spot, in the vault of 
which the bones of Big Thunder will repose 
unmolested. A charter was granted for the 
purpose in the recent session of the Legislature.” 

GOVERNMENT SURVEYS. 

As can be imagined, it was a very difficult task 
to make the surveys in order to divide off the 
land into sections, quarter sections, and 80-acre 
tracts. The third' principal meridian was first 
run through north and south', and then the town¬ 
ships, six miles square, were put in, being di¬ 
vided into sections one mile square. These sec¬ 
tions were then divided into quarter sections and 
these quarter sections were divided, by running a 
line north and south, into two 80-aere tracts. When 
the land was sold by the government, all the farms 
bad their greatest length north and south, hut by 
further dividing and selling, a large proportion 
of them now run east and west, as can he seen 
by reference to the map. Some of the sections on 
the edge of each township contain considerably 
more or less than 040 acres and were not divided 
Into quarter sections, hut into “lots.” Section 16 
of each township was reserved by law for the 
school section and sold by the school commission¬ 
ers. The patents for the school lands are from 
the governor of the State of Illinois instead of 
from the president. The school sections were 
surveyed into small “lots,” sometimes only 20 
acres, and sold in that manner. The townships 
in range three in Boone County were surveyed 
by Don Alonzo Spaulding of Kockford about 1837. 
LeRoy was surveyed by T. Sprigg in 1839. 

Land Titles. 

Most of the land in Boone County was taken 
up from the government under an act of Con¬ 


gress, approved April 24, 1820, entitled “An Act 
making further provision for the sale of the pub¬ 
lic lands.” Under this act the smallest subdi¬ 
vision was a half quarter section, or SO acres, 
arid the line dividing the quarter section into 
half ran north and south. The price was $1.25 
an acre. Under a former act of Congress-any 
person who had actually inhabited and cultivated 
a tract of land, not more than a quarter section, 
was allowed a preference in bidding the same in. 
For this reason claims were bought and sold by 
persons who had no actual title to the same, but 
a mere right derived from pre-emption. The re¬ 
sult was that, although the government sales 
were supposed to be public to the highest bidder, 
the land generally went to the person who had 
lived on it and improved It. Although the writer 
has not been informed that such was the case in 
connection with the entering of Boone County 
lands, yet the history of other counties plainly 
indicates that there generally were enough 
friends of the actual settler attending the sale to 
see to it that no outside party bid over him. As 
is well known to the reader, all the lands in this 
part of the United States are divided into town¬ 
ships six miles square. The third principal me¬ 
ridian was established.by the government sur¬ 
veyors so as to run north from the Intersection 
of the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers. In the 
northern part of the state, it runs a little west 
of Rockford. The base line was established at 
an early date at what was then the southern 
limits of the Indian lands. From these two 
lines other lines six miles apart were drawn. 
Each strip running up and down the state is a 
range and each strip running across the state 
east and west constitutes a line of townships. 
Booue County includes the four northern town¬ 
ships of Range three and four east of the third 
principal meridian. Most of the entries in range 
four were made at the land office at Chicago, 
while most of those in range three were made at 
Galena or Dixon. The government authorities 
decided the boundaries of the land office districts 
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from time to time. Tlie person wishing to enter 
government land paid his $1.25 an acre at the 
land office and received what is called a “receiv¬ 
er’s certificate.” After waiting two years, if no 
person showed a better right, he would receive 
his patent, which was made on parchment or 
sheepskin. Perhaps the majority of the patents 
in this county were signed for President Polk 
by his Secretary. Many of the earlier entries 
were made in October.and November, 1839, par¬ 
ticularly so far as Belvidere Township was con- 
/' cerned, and there were other entries running as 
, late as 1850 or even later. Belvidere city is sit¬ 
uated In Sections 25, 26, 35 and 36 of Belvidere 
Township. The northeast quarter of Section 26 
was entered by the County Commissioners and 
very soon afterward was platted into lots and 
blocks, leaving, in about the center, the public 
square. The southeast quarter of Section 26 
was entered, the east half by Joel Walker and 
the west half by William H. Gilman, his son-in- 
law. Mr. Walker platted a portion of that part 
which was easterly of State Street into “Joel 
Walker's Addition,” which includes the easterly 
side of State Street north of the river, as far as 
Madison Street and includes Lincoln Avenue as 
far as Mr. John C. Foote’s, residence. Mr. Walker 
also platted part of his land south of the river, 
including Locust Street around Dr. Swift’s pres¬ 
ent residence, and called it Walker’s Second Ad¬ 
dition. Mr. Gilman did not plat his 80 acres on 
the north side of the river, but sold it to Frederick 
W. Crosby, who also purchased part of Mr. Wal¬ 
ker’s land. Mr. Crosby put in a number of sub¬ 
divisions in the vicinity of Lincoln Avenue and 
Hurlbut Avenue, at an early date. The Crosby’s 
were prominent among the early settlers. Among 
the other early additions lying between West 
Lincoln Avenue and the river and westerly of 
State Street, was Simon P. Doty’s, which took in 
the whole block fronting on State Street Wil¬ 
liam B. Ogden, one of the early mayors of Chi¬ 
cago, subdivided the land on’both sides of Ogden 
Street, and William T. Burgess, a very able law¬ 


yer of the early times, subdivided the land on 
both sides of Burgess Street. The southwest 
quarter of Section 26 was entered by John S. 
King, who ran the grist mill. The part south of 
Lincoln Avenue has never been subdivided. The 
easterly part along Lincoln Avenue, running as 
far west as the bend in Perry and Boone Streets, 
was subdivided by Enos Tompkins, while the 
part west of that was subdivided by Mrs. Matilda 
Whitman, widow of Rev. S. S. Whitman. The 
northwest quarter of Section 26 was originally 
divided into long narrow lots fronting on the 
north Rockford road out beyond General Fuller’s, 
and much of this is still unsubdivided. Frye’s 
Resurvey, Cronk and Frye’s Subdivision, some 
of the Bennett Additions and “Meadow Lawn” 
are in this quarter section. The northwest quar¬ 
ter of Section 25, which takes in East Lincoln 
Avenue, from about Deacon Avery’s comer to 
the bend around the river and runs northerly to 
about where the green houses are, was origin¬ 
ally entered by Seth S. Whitman, Cephas Gard¬ 
ner, and Ann Nicholas, who was Seth S. Whit¬ 
man’s mother-in-law. Soon after obtaining their 
title they deeded about 40 acres, lying just wes¬ 
terly of the present railroad tracks and north 
yards to Alexander Neely. This tract was after¬ 
ward held by Slosson & Williams and by Baker 
Ames, and is now the Mary A. Wheeler property. 
The long narrow strip lying westerly of Mr. 
Neely’s tract and running as far as Gardner 
Street, was taken by Mr. Gardner as his share of 
the quarter section, and afterwards the south 
half of it was divided by his daughter, Pamelia 
Moulton, while the north part was subdivided by 
G. W. Campbell, who was an early settler. The 
part of the quarter section westerly of Gardner 
Street was taken by Seth S. Whitman and part 
of it was subdivided by him. The part between 
Lincoln Avenue and the river contains many fine 
old residences, with splendid lawns running back 
a considerable distance to the river, most of 
which have been in the families of the present 
owners for many years. All of this quarter sec- 
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tion, which lies east of where the railroad now i 
is, was taken by Ann Nicholas. The title has 
since been in the Bennett and Dunton families, 
and much of it was subdivided by the Lincoln 
Avenue Land Association and called “Fairview." 
Probably the most important quarter section in 
Belvidere is the southwest quarter of Section 25. 
This was entered by Joseph Briggs. Mr. Briggs 
was apparently a young man and a friend of 
Daniel Hilton Whitney, and does not appear to 
have remained in Belvidere or to have left de¬ 
scendants here. The part of the quarter which 
lies southwest of Whitney Street was subdivided 
by Aaron Whitney, brother of Daniel H., and 
takes in most of the business houses on South 
State Street, between the National Factory and 
the bend at Logan Avenue. Almost all of the 
quarter section which lies easterly of Whitney 
Street, including the railroad depot, part of the 
National Plant, and part of Borden’s plant, was 
owned and platted by William H. Gilman, who 
was probably the most extensive land owner in 
Belvidere, the next three being probably (so far 
as the number of transactions are concerned), 
Alexander Neely, F. W. Crosby, and S. S. Whit¬ 
man and his estate. The northwest quarter of 
Section 36 was entered, the east half by Otis 
Caswell and the west half by Horace E. Green. 
Mr. Caswell subdivided the part lying between' 
Caswell and Prairie Streets and extending from 
Logan Avenue, south to a little beyond Fourth 
Street. The rest became the property of the 
Rowan family and was subdivided into various 
additions. The west half of the quarter section 
was sold out in tracts of about twenty acres and 
subdivided at an early date by Cohoon & Allen, 
and by Loop, Babcock & Carpenter, and by Bain- 
bridge N. Dean, father of Judge C. B. Dean. 
This quarter section now constitutes a fine resi¬ 
dence portion of the south side. The southwest 
quarter of Section 36 was mostly purchased by a 
syndicate composed of Judge Fuller, D. D. Sabin, 
John C. Foote and John L. Witbeck, and Is known 
as “Highland,” and Its various additions. It is a 


fine, high location. The platted portion of Sec¬ 
tion 35, lying along the westerly side of Pearl 
Street about as far as south as Sixth Street, was 
subdivided by Nijah Hotchkiss. Frank W. Starr 
subdivided most of the southern part of the sub¬ 
divided portion of this section, at a later date, 
into Starr’s various additions. The northeast 
quarter of Section. 36 was entered by Albert 
Neely and that north of Logan Avenue, so far as 
platted, was subdivided by the Gray brothers, 
John and William. The platted portion, south¬ 
erly of Logan Avenue, was subdivided by Am¬ 
brose B. Turner. 

The records of the county are kept in a fire 
proof record office on Main Street, southerly of 
the court house. There are about sixty-six books 
of deeds and forty-five of mortgages, together 
with a large number of miscellaneous records. 
A. C. Fassett has been the efficient and popular 
circuit clerk and recorder for many years, and 
• Mrs. Clara Lampert is deputy. Mrs. Lampert’s 
writing, for neatness and legibility, has never been 
excelled on the records of the county. Some of 
the writing in the early records, before the war, 
is very illegible and would try the patience of a 
saint,—to say nothing of that of a lawyer or 
abstractor. Most Of the records, however, were 
very well kept since the very start 

The probate records are kept on the upper floor 
of the record building under the custody of the 
county clerk, William Bowley, whose name Is a 
synonym all over the county for courteous treat¬ 
ment. The abstractors of the county are: The 
Boone. Abstract Company, which has a Tract 
Index made in 1904, and of which Richard V. 
Carpenter is Secretary, J. R. Jaffray, and the 
circuit clerk, Mr. Fassett. 

Early Transfers. 

Among the early transfers in Boone County 
lands were the following. Some of them were 
made before the land was patented from the 
government. On August 23, 1837, David Cas¬ 
well, D. H. Whitney and A. Whitney quitclaimed 
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to Seth S. Whitman all interest in the northwest 
% section 25, acquired by cultivation. Aaron 
Whitney reserved the right to farm that part of 
the quarter south of the river (being the land 
where the Borden factory now stands) until it 
came into the market. March 14, 1837, Charles 
H. Payne quitclaimed to Iiewis A. Doolittle all 
Interest in the north half of section 25. August 
3, 1837, Chas. F.H. Goodhue, Jr., conveyed to 
Alexander Neely all interest In the store and lot 
in Belvidere which Goodhue then occupied, Mr. 
Goodhue also deeded to Mr. Neely the claim pur¬ 
chased from A. Nixon, which, although the 
boundaries are somewhat hard to locate, was 
apparently either what afterwards became “Orig¬ 
inal Belvidere” or somewhat to the east of that 
As Mr. Neely afterwards was deeded 40 acres in 
the northwest Y* of section 25 by Whitman, 
Gardner and Mrs. Nicholass, it is likely that 
some agreement was made whereby his claim 
should be recognized in this way and that Messrs. 
Nixon and Goodhue both located early on the 
northwest Yi of section 25. October 24, 1838, 
Thomas O. Davis quitclaimed to Alexander 
Neely all interest in the northeast Yi of section 
36, on which said Davis then resided. This is 
the land which Includes Turner’s Hill and the 
Roach Stock Farm. 

Thomas O. Davis had a log house on Turner’s 
Hill, which was practically the only house in that 
part of the south side at a very early day. Mr. 
Davis afterward went to Chicago and started 
the old “Chicago American.” 


CHAPTER V. 

VILLAGE HI STORY-—OLD SETTLERS’ REM¬ 
INISCENCES. 


BELVIDERE—PRINCIPAL STREETS AMD FOB WHOM 
THEY WEBE NAMED—LORENZO MC DOUGAL’S BEC- 


• OLLECTIONS OF EABLY VILLAGE HISTOBY—THE 

MOSS FAMILY—REMINISCENCES OF SIMON F. 

DOTY AND M. K. AVERY—VISIT OF MARGARET FUL¬ 
LER—ASHEB E. JENNEB ON EABLY DAYS IN BELVI¬ 
DERE—SOME EABLY BUILDINGS—EARLY DAYS IN 

FLORA—THE EXTINCT VILLAGE OF NEWBURGH. 

In the original town of Belvidere, Harrison, 
Marshall, Jackson, Boone, Perry, Madison, Van 
Buren, Webster, Hancock, and Wayne Streets 
were all named after prominent soldiers, jurists, 
or statesmen in American history. Kishwaukee 
was named after the river, State Street evidently 
because it was the State Road, and Main Street 
because it was intended for a prominence which 
it was destined never to attain. Main, Boone, 
and State Streets are each six rods wide, while 
the other streets in the original town are fou~ 
rods wide. The vacant space in the central part 
of the town plat was called the “‘Public Square.” 
Main Street has been continued across the Squar 
dividing- it into an easterly and westerly half, 
but in the early days Main Street was not con¬ 
tinued as such but ended at the northerly and 
southerly edges of the Square. On the part of 
the Public Square easterly of Main Street are 
the court house, sheriffs residence, and record 
office, and the part near Perry Street was sold 
to the North Side School trustees and is used 
for the Main Street building of their school sys¬ 
tem. The part of the Public Square westerly of 
Main has been leased by the county to the City 
of Belvidere for 50 years for the purpose of a 
park. West and East Streets derived their names 
from their relative position on- the plat, but it 
is impossible to Imagine why the street at the 
northwesterly corner of the quarter section was 
called South Street. East Street is now called 
Hurlbut Avenue, after General Stephen A. Hurl- 
but, whose fine residence was on that street. The 
street now called Baker Street, which has been 
closed up part of its length, was first called Pearl 
Street, which name is now given to a street in 
somewhat the same relative position on the 
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south side. Ogden Street was named after 
William B. Ogden, an early mayor of Chicago, 
who made a sub-division in that locality, and 
Burgess Street was named after William T. 
Burgess, a prominent lawyer here, who also made 
a sub-division near the river. Goodrich Street 
was evidently named from Joseph Goodrich, 
who owned a great deal of property in that local¬ 
ity. On the south side, Meadow Street was 
evidently so called because it ran across the 
meadows on the south bank of the river. Locust 
and Pleasant Streets have an obvious derivation. 
Buchanan Street was apparently named from 
President Buchanan, Jullen Street from the Jul- 
len House, Church Street evidently from the 
Catholic Church, and Whitney, Caswell, Gilman, 
and Coleman Streets from prominent early- set¬ 
tlers. Lincoln Avenue, on the north side, was 
formerly Mechanic’s Street. Logan Avenue, was 
formerly the State Rond. Most of the south side 
streets are numbered from First to Ninth. In 
Gray’s Addition, Gray Street and Nettle Street 
are from members of the Gray family. In Ful¬ 
ler and Foote’s Sub-division, “Howland” evi¬ 
dently marks Mr. Foote’s interest in the May¬ 
flower passengers. Trenton Avenue and Parker 
Avenue in Columbia Sub-division show that Ben¬ 
jamin Fry had something to do with the naming. 
Columbia Avenue, on, which the corset factory 
is located, took its name'from the Columbia 
Heating Company. West Locust Street was 
formerly known as the River Road, as it still is 
further west. Starr Street was named after 
Frank W. Starr, and Ruby Street, and Dnlbigne 
Street were named after members of the Cronk 
family. Bennett Street in Fairview was named 
from the Bennett family, who formerly owned 
land there, and Gardner Street is named after 
Cephas Gardner, being on the west line of the 
part which Mr. Gardner took of the quarter sec¬ 
tion entered by him in conjunction with Rev. 
Whitman and Mrs. Nlcholass. Scott’s Army 
Trail in Fairview was named more in commem¬ 
oration of Scott’s Army than as the exact place 


where they marched, because the place where 
they crossed the river has not yet been definitely 
located. 

Early Belvidere Recollections. 

When Lorenzo McDougal arrived with his 
father in 1836, he found the little community on 
the ground now covered by Belvidere, located 
about as follows: The State Road on the north 
side of the river was in the location of the pres¬ 
ent State Street Crossing this was the County 
Road now known as Lincoln Avenue. Doty’s 
Tavern stood as has already been stated and 
down by the river back of Doty’s lived Mr. 
Schenck. Albertus Nixon lived in a cabin be¬ 
tween the present Lincoln Avenue, and the river, 
out hear the Moulton house. Chas. Payne lived 
around the bend and Timothy and David Cas¬ 
well lived out near the present Big Thunder 
Mill. 

It appears from the early records that Lin¬ 
coln Avenue, near State Street, was called “Me¬ 
chanics Street,” probably as a compliment to 
such artisans as might be induced to locate 
in Belvidere. 

West Lincoln Avenue ran out past where the 
Catholic Cemetery is now located and then 
turned southerly across the river and, except that 
part near State Street, was called Cline’s Ford 
Road from Cornelius Cline, who lived in that 
locality. East Lincoln Avenue was usually 
called “the country road running along the north 
side of the Kishwaukee past Austin Gardner’s 
residence.” It is said that the present corner 
at Lincoln Avenue and State Street was laid out 
with a carpenter’s square, probably by Simon P. 
Doty and Frederick W. Crosby, whose 'land cor¬ 
nered there. 

B. C. Meade came from Niagara County, N. X., 
in 1844, with three of his brothers, two sisters 
and his parents. They came in two covered 
wagons, by way of Canada. Previous to that 
be had made the trip to this region to look around, 
coming mostly by foot. When he came, Big 
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Thunder’s mummy was all gone and only one or 
two of the posts of his pen remained. He says 
Dr. Malony got the head. The stores were. Smith 
& Walker, where the hardware store stands, and 
Bristol on the south-east comer of State and Me¬ 
chanic. The American House was where the 
stage stopped. Doty’s and Towner’s were still 
there. The most traveled road to Rockford was 
the North Rockford Road, but the stage usually 
■went across at Cline’s Ford and out the River 
Road, which was there even at that time. The 
State Road came south across the river about 
where it is now, to the railroad track, and then 
ran off tough where the business blocks are 
to the easterly. Most of the travel came in on 
.the north side of the river, around the bend to 
the' east of town. At that time Newburgh had 
three stores and Belvidere only two. Col. Sayre, 

> who ran the mills, was an elderly man and liked 
to tell of Newburgh’s coming greatness. Benja¬ 
min Hoyt was a large man with a very strong 
voice which could be heard at a great distance, 
particularly when he called his negro servant. 
At such times the neighbors would say, “There 
is Hoyt whispering again.” He started to Cali¬ 
fornia, but died on the way. Benjamin F. Hoyt, 
his son, was usually called “Frank.” He was 
•shot through the neck by a man in Newburgh 
but, strange to say, was very little injured, while 
the one who did the shooting, and was otherwise 
a young man of good reputation, is said to have 
•died from worrying over the occurrence. When 
Mr. Meade came in ’44, it was one of the wettest 
•seasons ever had here. The flats near the river 
in Belvidere were covered with water up to the 
wagon boxes. Mr. Meade and his brothers pur¬ 
chased a cabin on the Beaver. About the time 
they arrived, Mr. Mulford, of Winnebago County, 
had been robbed and was doing a little detective 
ivork on his own hook. As there were five of 
•the robbers and five in Mr. Meade’s party, and 
the latter brought with them a team of good 
horses, Mr. Mulford came to the cabin, stayed 
*here over night and pretended he wished to buy 


the horses. After seeing the horses and t„u.-i„ g 
with the members of the party, he became con¬ 
vinced that his suspicions were wholly un- 
. founded and talked with them freely concerning 
the whole .affair. The robbery of Mr. Mulford 
was a very bold affair and caused much excite¬ 
ment at the time. It has been related very fully 
in histories of Winnebago County but as it was 
outside the limits of Boone County it will not 
be reported here. 

M. K. Aveby’s Recollections. 

M. K. Avery (now of Portland, Iowa), in a 
letter to C. E. Saclcett, writes as follows: 

“My father moved from Auburn, Pa., to Il¬ 
linois in 1838, and landed at Amesville, July 9, 
183S. We stayed that night at George Ames’log 
tavern, a double log house. If I remember right, we 
made arrangements to move to your father’s house 
the next day, and stayed with your folks until 
some time in September. Tour folks had a new 
log house and had lived in it but a short time. 
In the meantime, my father bought a claim of 
Loudy Stevenson for, I believe, $250.00. That 
summer we bought enough poplar trees in Ste¬ 
venson’s woods, north of the river, for a set of 
house logs and had them hewed both sides, and 
in September had a ‘raising.’ When the frame 
was nearly up, a covered wagon drawn by a 
couple of black horses and containing a number 
of small children, with their parents and a 
niece of Mr. Thomas W. Porter, stopped to talk 
W’ith the men at work on the house. These 
men persuaded Mr. Porter to turn around and 
drive back to Loudy Stevenson’s and stay all 
night. Stevenson had a double log house. The 
next day James Otis persuaded Porter to go 
over the river and buy his claim. There was 
no house on the land, so Mr. Porter made ar¬ 
rangements to stay with ‘Unde Loudy,’ as he 
was familiarly called, until they could erect a 
small house. They fared pretty hard that win¬ 
ter, living mostly on turnips, potatoes and salt 
I will give the number and location of the houses 
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on our prairie at the time we first crossed it 
from Marengo to George Ames’. The first sign 
of a house was a body without a roof, near where 
Wash Sears lived afterward. X think it was 
the one that David Barron moved into some 
time after. If my memory serves me right, there 
was a log house started up where the Renwicks 
lived afterward. There was a small field 
fenced where Wash Sears built his house after¬ 
ward, but no house. We brought a nice bull dog 
with us from Pennsylvania. We stopped at a 
tavern in Marengo to feed our horses (three of 
them), but when we hitched up, the dog must 
have been asleep and we did not miss him until 
we got to this field. Father started back on 
foot to find the dog. He did not have to go far 
before he met the dog coming. It was a hot day 
and the dog was about used up, so father put 
him over the fence in the shade. The next day 
father went back and found him dead. The 
house on the hill (White) was owned by Fran¬ 
cis Barren, the next was Loudy Stevenson’s 
house (Sears), the next was Mr. Sackett’s house 
(in Garden Prairie), the next was the Alfred' 
Ames’ house, the next was George Ames’ tavern. 
I think that John Spinknable, or as we pro¬ 
nounced it, Sponable, had a house north of the 
road Jn a grove near the river where the Boom¬ 
ers lived before they built the frame house near 
the road. Thomas Heaton and Putnam Morse 
helped Captain Boomer build the frame house. 

I believe it was the first frame house built on 
the prairie. S. P. Hyde and George T. Kasson 
had a small cabin north of the river, close to the 
old Indian ford; they lived on their claim and 
kept ‘bachelor’s hall.’. They had a fine large 
cow and I used to go over there in order to get 
a rich bowl of mush and milk. Old Uncle Benn 
Heaton bought them out and lived there till he 
died. There were no other houses over the river 
until you crossed Rush Creek. There was a 
piece of prairie broken and some sod-corn on the 
place that Joseph Gray bought and settled upon 
.some time after we came’to Amesville. I think 


a man by the name of Wilder took the claim and 
broke the land that Gray got Wilder planted 
some muskmelpns and I used to go down there 
occasionally, and often the muskmelons, some of 
them, would go with me the same as the goose 
‘went with’ the soldier who was trailing along 
a fish-hook baited with kernels of com. I tell 
you, those muskmelons were the best that I ever 
tasted. .1 can almost smell them today. I be¬ 
lieve Nat Perry was in the country before we 
came to Illinois. Mr. White came after we 
came, but it could not have been more than two 
or three years later. He bought the Francis 
Barren place on the hill. The Searses came 
about the time Marcus White came. Mr. 
White moved In with us for awhile. The Sears 
boys also lived with us for awhile. They had 
fine guns and prairie chickens were thick, so we 
lived on chickens as long as they (the Searses, 
not the chickens), lived with us. Loudy Steven¬ 
son sold out to them and he took up another 
claim on Bonus. The McDougals came a year or 
so before we came. Morris Yates came later 
and took up a claim on this side of the river. He 
afterward sold out to Syril P. Hyde and took up 
a claim at the mouth of Coon Creek, Yates 
went to California, and died there. When we 
came to Amesville there were a few settlers about 
Shattuck's Grove. Among them was John Bax¬ 
ter. He came in 1838. I have heard him say 
Indians were pretty plenty at that time. The 
pen made of. shakes around Big Thunder’s body, 
on the Mound, was standing. I have seen a por¬ 
tion of his body and blankets and willow baskets 
inside of the inclosure. His head had been re¬ 
moved before we came.” 

Reminiscences op Mb. Dott. 

Simon P. Doty celebrated his 80th birthday, 
May 9, 1877, by giving a supper to a number of 
the old settlers. According to Mr. Doty’s recol¬ 
lections as reported in the paper on this occa¬ 
sion, he had a little cabin some twenty or thirty 
rods northwest of where Union Hall was after- 
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ward built It happened that a grand Whig 
rally was held and composed chiefly of Mr. Doty 
and Dr. Whitney. Dr. Whitney wrote up the 
meeting and the various resolutions for the Chi¬ 
cago papers, and described it as “A large and en¬ 
thusiastic meeting held at the Belvldere Hotel,” 
Mr. Doty was the large and Dr. Whitney the 
enthusiastic part. Some time later two Chicago 
travelers stopped at a cabin on South Prairie, but 
the proprietor was not in shape to entertain 
them. They thereupon recollected the account 
as to “Belvldere Hotel” and made their way to 
that place. Mr. Doty’s bill of fare happened to 
be confined to hulled com, but he did bis best to 
entertain his guests and started them next morn¬ 
ing on their journey fairly well satisfied and 
filled with nutritious hulled com. In that way 
Mr. Doty commenced in the hotel business. 

Mr. Doty once got up quite a reputation as the 
man who shaved by the blaze on U white oak 
tree. This happened in ’40, when the great hard 
cider meeting was held at Springfield. Mr. Doty 
and a large number went down as delegates. 
When they arrived at Sangamon River, as it 
was to take a long time to cross the large party, 
they all began to “fix up” In order to make a 
respectable appearance on their arrival in the 
city. When the rest began to pull out their lit¬ 
tle looking glasses, the Belvldere pioneer thought 
he would spruce up a little, like the others. So 
he took his axe and made a place on a big white 
oak tree and stood up before it and shaved oft 
his beard'. This was highly original and nobody 
had ever seen a man shave in this way before 
and hundreds witnessed it. It was a droll joke. 
It got into the papers and went the rounds. Mr. 
Doty could have filled a good sized book with 
stories connected with the early settlement of 
this section of country, but the book could not 
. give Doty’s style of telling it 

Makgabet Foeleb in Belvidebe. 

Margaret Fuller, the celebrated writer, visited 
Kishwaukee and Rock River Valleys in 1843, 
and added by her genius much interest to the 


places at which she stopped. Miss Fuller be¬ 
longed to the* gifted circle of which Hawthorne, 
Emerson, and James Freeman Clarke were a, 
part. She afterward married Count d’Ossoli, 
and was drowned in a' shipwreck within sight 
of land, while returning from Italy to her native 
home. Miss Fuller took a trip from Chicago to 
Oregon and Dixon, Ill., in 1843, and among the 
places connected with her name in that region 
are Hazelwood, Eagle’s Nest and Ganymede 
Springs, all of which are along the Rock River. 
She told of her experiences In her book entitled 
“At Home and Abroad.” The only reference to 
Belvldere in that book is the statement that she 
stopped here on her way to Chicago and found 
a very good hotel. This was probably the Ameri¬ 
can House, which at that time was considered 
one of the best hotels between Chicago and 
Galena. Miss Fuller also states that Big Thun¬ 
der had been burled In Belvldere, but that bis 
grave at that time had been despoiled. It Is 
apparent that she was pleased with the location 
and prospects of Belvldere, because on October 
’21, 1843, Block 20 in the original town of Bei- 
videre was deeded to her brother, Arthur B. 
Fuller. It was purchased of John Walworth at 
a consideration of $455.00, and the tradition Is 
that Miss Fuller furnished the money. Mr. 
Fuller ran a school on said premises for a short 
timo, but sold them March 29, 1845, and they 
afterwards came into the possession of Rev. 
Chas. Hill Roe. This Is the block upon which 
Squire H. C. DeMunn lived for so long. The 
building was that used by the old “Newton 
Academy” in the very early days. It does not 
appear that Miss Fuller herself ever stayed any 
considerable length of time in Belvldere. 

Moss Neighbobhood. 

The Moss family occupied considerable land 
along the river road and have been prominent in 
the county’s history. Asa Moss, Sr., was bora 
at Waterbury, Conn., 1779. He married Harriet 
Sherwood at Kingsbury, Washington County, 
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N. Y., in 1803. They had thirteen children. 
They removed to Chautauqua County, N. X., in 
1821. In 1836, Andrew Moss and Edward E. 
Moss took passage in a sailing vessel from Dun¬ 
kirk, N. Y., to Chicago, where they arrived in 
seven' weeks. Andrew Moss reached Belvidere 
May 10, 1836, and took up a claim southwest of 
Belvidere, where he died 1883 on the same land 
he took up from the government, and which had 
never been mortgaged. Although but 19 yeais 
old at the time he arrived In Belvidere, he was a 
good carpenter and had charge of a force of men 
working for the Belvidere Company. Edward 
E. Moss was a member of the first grand jury 
in May, 1838. On the land afterwards occupied 
by the Bennett creamery lived Edward E. Moss, 
Jr. Charles S. Moss was county surveyor of 
Boone County for twenty successive years, 1869 
to 1889, when he removed to Kansas City. Ed¬ 
ward E. Moss owned the farm now occupied by 
the gas plant, Columbia Heating Co., and the 
corset factory. He died in 1S95, near Denver, 
Colo., aged about eighty years. Further east 
lived Ephraim Smedley, whose wife was former¬ 
ly Sally Moss. Mr. Smedley came in 1843 and re¬ 
mained until his death in 1886. George B. Moss 
was born in the house afterward occupied by 
James Kelly, in September, 1846. Mr. Moss is 
well known for his fine penmanship and is an 
authority upon the early history and weather 
conditions. 

Asiier E. Jenner and Early Belvidere. 

^ “I was born in the Town of Moriah, Esses 
County, N. Y., April 10, 1818. My parents 
were Stephen Jenner and Betsey Eliza Mather 
Jenner. I. lived in the town of Moriah until 
1831; while I was there 1 went to school. Then 
my folks moved to Chautauqua County, N. Y. 
That was before the days of the railroad. The 
only railroad at that time in New York State 
was one that ran up the hill at Albany to 
Schenectady. We went by schooner on Lake 
Champlain; Erie canal to Buffalo, team to Dun¬ 


kirk, ox team from there to Harmony, where they 

located; that was in the.spring of 1831. I went 

to school there the winter of '31 and '32. At 14 

years of age I went to Jamestown, N. Y., to learn 

the trade of watch repairing and silver smithing 

of James Harrison ahd learned those trades 

thoroughly. I left there in '38 and came with 

my father west, around by the lakes. I had a 

brother who came In '36 and a brother-in-law in 

'37. Father had been here in '37 but went back 

and came again in '38. My sister and brother- / 3 (t 

in-law’s family came with us. Came around the 

lakes from Dunkirk to Chicago. Landed in Chi- / , ■ 

cago May 29, 1S38. Came on foot, father and I, 

from Chicago to Belvidere, in just two days to _h Z'** 

an hour. Got here the first day of June, 1838, * 

at 11 o’clock in the morning. ' 

“We first stopped at Doty’s. He had a tavern rj 

on the corner where Mart Bowley’s store now is. 

Towner was just finishing up his hotel, had the 
frame raised, on the ground where Dud Derthick 


“I hung out my shingle and started watch re¬ 
pairing in a room that was called the store 
room to Doty’s hotel, right on- the corner where 
MaTt Bowley is. Had about all the watch re¬ 
pairing I could do for several years. Was the 
first repairer from Chicago to Galena.” 

“What families did you find here when you 
came, Mr. Jenner?" 

“Prof. S. S. Whitman on the ground where W. , 
S. Brown is now. Cephas Gardner on the ground 
where Pamella Moulton owns now. 

“Down in the hollow across the street, Mason 
S. Sherburne lived. 

“Right back of the Presbyterian Church, east 
of that, was a little building about 12 feet 
square made of rough lumber, Whitney’s office. 
He didn’t occupy it. 

“The building now occupied by Pet Courville 
as a shoe store stood on the corner where 
Dempsey is, and was Alexander Neely’s store. 
The family lived in the back end and a man by 
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the name of Johnny Scanlan had a tailor shop 
upstairs.. 

■ “As you crossed State Street, right back of 
Greenlee’s store, was Hiram Waterman. On the 
corner where the hardware store is was the 
frame of an unfinished building, not finished un¬ 
til 1839. 

: “ 0n tbe nest corner, Lincoln Avenue, and Kish- 
waukee Street (only there was no Klshwaukee 
Street, the only roads were the State Road and 
County Road), a man by name of D. 0. Elliott 
occupied the back end of a building and John D. 
Cowles the front end of the same building as a 
grocery and liquor store. 

“Up in front" of Amos Jones’ on Ogden Street, 
in what is now Lincoln Avenue, was a double 
log house. In one end Samuel Cates and family 
lived and in the other end my brother-in-law 
and his family moved. 

'"“Nothing between that and the mill down that 
way. Dr. John S. King's family lived there. 
He was one of the original Belvidere Company. 
Down in the hollow near the race lived the man 
that tended the saw mill, Dan Sheldon. 

"Coming back up through the woods, up to the 
State Road, on the comer was Doty’s Hotel. 
Up the street at the Towner place was the 
Towner family, and on the next lot beyond it 
was a shop belonging to J. Fiske, that he moved 
there from out on the State Road. 

“Then up on the mound was the frame of the 
academy,.with the rafters not yet put on," That 
was the extent of the buildings when I came here. 
Nothing on the south side in what is now city. 
Up where Coleman’s property is*were Dr. Dan¬ 
iel H. Whitney and Aaron Whitney and David 
Caswell. Up on the hill was a log house that 
Tom O. Davis lived in (the man that started the 
old “Chicago American’’), further on was Chas. 
McDougall, Lorenzo McDpugail’s father. That 
was in the present town of Bonus. Norman 
Bartlett lived between that log house and Mc- 
Dougall’s. 

“When I came here S.. S. Whitman was post¬ 


master. He had a little cupboard about three 
feet square and Mrs. Doty used to tend post- 
office for him. The mail facilities were a stage 
coach that ran through three times a'week each 
way. Came here in the night from both ways. 
I ran the postoffice the first season I was here 
and for five or six years. 

- “When I came Simon P. Doty was sheriff. I 
guess he was appointed when the county was 
organized. In ’38 H. C. Walker was elected 
sheriff on the Democratic ticket over Doty on 
/the Whig ticket. The politics of the county used 
to be Democratic on a straight ballot, but the 
Whigs generally managed to get a majority of 
the. offices. Walker didn’t ever get his com¬ 
mission. It was sent from Vandalin, the state 
capital, but he never got it. The Democrats used 
to accuse somebody of taking it out of the post- 
office. Walker appointed B. F. Lawrence deputy 
sheriff. 

“W hen I came, there was a frame bridge across 
the river on State Street, where the present 
bridge is. Tlie high water in ’40 (the highest 
I have ever seen here by a foot or two) took that 
bridge off. Then they built a float bridge. And 
then Cline built another frame bridge (Gilman 
having the contract and Cline doing the building), 
on the site of the present bridge. That stayed 
until it washed out Then another wooden 
bridge was built. Then in ’06, the father of E. 
E. P. Truesdell built an iron bridge there. About 
ten years ago the Clinton Bridge Company built 
the present bridge. 

“A little above Main Street bridge used to be 
a ford that we drove across with teams. 

“Scott’s army crossed near Main Street bridge. 
Scott told me so himself in the fall of ’3S. He 
came through in a coach. He had a valet to help 
him dress, as he had a lame arm. He also 
brought a coachman with him and two horses. 
Stopped at Towner’s over night; driving in a 
little before sundown. When we found out who 
it was we determined to serenade him. There 
was a fiddler here by the name of Lovejoy, he 
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used to be the stage agent at Rockford; Henry- 
Green played the flute; John Sheldon the tenor 
drum and I played a clarionet. We went up 
there and after being introduced to the General 
we got itr talking. He said ‘When I crossed 
your bridge down here I saw where we forded 
across.’ I said, ‘where was it?’ He said, ‘I 
saw where the bank was broken down a few rods 
above the bridge. That’s where we broke it 
down to take our artillery across.’ 

“Scott was 6 feet 2 inches and over, tall; 
weighed 250 to 275 pounds. His pictures give a 
good idea of how he looked. He was inclined 
to be a little aristocratic, ‘felt his oats,’ but 
after all he could speak to a common fellow even 
if he was too poor.” 

‘‘What about the different houses that were here 
when you came, how were they built?” 

“Doty’s hotel. Made of ash and basswood. At 
the further end a one story kitchen. Then in the 
middle a .one and a half story dining room. 
Then a bar room, one story. Then a store room 
came out on the corner. None of it was painted. 

“Whitney’s house was not painted. I think 
that was a one and a half story frame. Gard¬ 
ner’s house was the same kind. 

“The log houses, of course, were not painted. 
Whitney’s office was one story. Whitney’s store 
~was afterwards painted. The next house was a 
balloon frame house where Waterman lived, that 
was not painted. Dr. King’s was a log house, 
double, one and a half story; up the ladder was 
the sleeping bunks. It was not painted. 

“Towner’s hotel was afterwards painted; but 
not when I came. Fiske’s shop was a one and 
a half story, pretty high. Not painted. The 
Methodists held meetings in the up1>er room.” 

“How about the land owned by the county?” 

“Hiram Waterman was commissioner of sales. 
S. P. Hyde did the surveying and platting. It 
was finished after I came here. When I came 
nobody owned any land. There was a sale at 
Galena in '39, range 3, and a sale at Chicago for 
range 4 in '40. The Belvidere property was 


owned by the Belvidere Company, of which Dr. 
King, Nath. Crosby, Dr. Whitney and Aaron 
Whitney, and Dr. Goodhue of Chicago, were 
members. That company was organized in ’36 
or ’37. When the land was bought in ’39, Col. 
Joel Walker they appointed to purchase the land 
and he did purchase it but whether in -his own 
name or William H. Gilman’s I don’t know. The 
county property was donated to Boone County 
by the Belvidere Company if they would locate 
the county seat there and they stuck the stake 
there, about 40 feet from the corner of the court 
house." 

“How about domestic animals?” 

“When I came here in '38 there wasn’t a live 
hog in town. Funk came up with a drove that 
same fall and he sold them out to George Water¬ 
man and Alexander Neely; sold them seventy or 
eight}-. A few years afterwards, in ’42 and ’43, 
Dr. Post had a house and barn built on the south 
side of Lincoln Avenue now about opposite the 
Presbyterian Church, and that winter was a 
hard winter. There came a cold snap and When 
there comes a thaw Doc thought things weren’t 
exactly right under his barn, and he went and 
looked and there were seventy hogs dead under 
his barn. They had piled up there and had 
froze up.” 

“How long did it take to drive the hogs to 
Chicago?” 

“Oh, about four or five days.” / 

“Were there many deer around here when you 
got here?" 

“Well, the only deer that I recollect of seeing: 
I was over the river and there was a flock of 
three or four deer loomed up' over the hill be¬ 
yond Turner hill, and turned south. One winter, 
about the winter of ’39 or ’40, we had considera¬ 
ble snow, about as much as I have ever seen here 
since; so much that in the spring of ’40 the river 
was as high as I have ever seen it. The Ma¬ 
loney boys lived over on Squaw Prairie, what we 
called the Walker property, among them was 
Mike Taplin and Mike goes into the woods and 
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got into a wallow and ho killed a dozen of them 
—knocked them in the head with an axe,” 

“Was there much timber around where your 
house now is?” 

“Right along here you know it was all timber 
from the mill up to Doty’s, pretty near up there 
It was timber, and right here it was timber, and 
a little further out from that timber it was hazel 
brush. The people used to drive across from the 
mill up to Towner’s and cut right across the 
corner.” 

“When you came here where did they get their 
grinding done?” 

“Well, they had got a mill started here. My 
father was out here in ’37 and helped to build a 
grist mill down below here and they were doing 
some grinding there, but it was mostly done over 
on Fox River. Then they had a mill down at 
Newburgh, Sayers.” 

“Did they have a saw mill near here.” 

“They had two or three of them. Crosby had a 
saw mill on the Beaver between here and Rock¬ 
ford, and then there was a saw mill below here 
near the grist mill and afterwards Crosby built 
a saw mill where the brewery is now. He had a 
mill there run by horse power.” 

One of the early settlers was Chas. McDougall. 
He came by the way of Chicago, in 1836, and set¬ 
tled on land in Sections 31 and 32 in Bonus, 
through which runs the State Road. Most of 
this land is still in the possession of Hazen Mc¬ 
Dougall. Mr. McDougall left two children, Mi¬ 
randa Merchant and Lorenzo McDougall. Lo¬ 
renzo McDougall died about two years ago. He 
had very vivid and accurate recollections of the 
early days, and it is to be much regretted that 
they were not written down, as they contain a 
great deal of value concerning the history of the 
county. Shortly before Mr. McDougall's death, 
an old settler’s picnic was held at the farm, 
which was much enjoyed. The author under¬ 
stands that Mrs. Countryman, one of Mr. Mc- 
Dougall’s daughters, has material from her 


father’s recollections, which it is hoped she will 
publish. 

Among the other old settlers were the Hales. 
Oliver Hale settled on Squaw Prairie at an early 
date. His son Devillo Hale lived until a few 
years ago, and was a great mine of information 
as to the early days. He afterward moved to 
Washburn County, Wis., and the writer has sev¬ 
eral times had the pleasure of conversing with 
him there about early Boone County history. It 
seemed strange to be sitting away up in the Wis¬ 
consin woods in a chair, made in Boone County 
in the ’40s, and looking at Big Thunder’s scalp¬ 
ing knife, while Mr. Hale told of the incidents 
connected with his getting it. Probably the best 
authority as to Belvidere city itself was Asher 
E. Jenner, who for many years was city clerk 
and town clerk, and who held many of the offices 
in the county and town before most of the present 
generation were born. Some of Mr. Jenner’s 
recollections are given in this history. 

Early Days in Flora. 

Mrs. H. L. Bowen, who still lives on the old 
farm in Flora, which has been occupied by her 
people for so many years (in Section 25, just 
across from Bloods’ Point Cemetery), is the author 
of the following article on the early days in that 
locality, which we consider the best article on 
early days in Northern Illinois which we have 
ever seen. Much of the information as to the 
mode of living and other matters is applicable 
to the whole county. The paper was read to the 
Boone County Historical Society some years ago, 
but has never before been published: 

“Place a tallow candle among the electric lights 
—the rays are very dim. That is the position I 
am placed among so many learned writers and 
speakers who are members of the Boone County 
Historical Society. I was asked to prepare a 
paper on the early history of Boone County. My 
paper will be very commonplace and written in a 
rambling manner, consisting mostly of incidents 
of my own township. We all magnify that 
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which is our own; spread an ideal glory over 
our own country, state, county, town or neighbor¬ 
hood, and think with reverence and pride of 
everything that pertains thereto. There are a 
number now living in this thriving city, who 
at an early day came with their parents, and set¬ 
tled in what is now Flora Township, much older 
than I, who can remember what transpired at 
a very early date, while I cannot write from rec¬ 
ollection. I was not one of the “first white 
children born in the township,” but it was my 
fortune to be bom, and live continuously, on the 
same farm, all the years of my life, what but few 
in the county can say for the same length of 
time. 

“Once upon a time,” as the story-tellers say,— 
In the year 1835, an uncle of mine, Willis Case, 
his wife and three children, came to the then 
far west and settled near where Charter Oak 
Church now stands, just out of Boone County, 
in DeKalb. Most of the early settlers built 
their cabins in or near the timber and near a 
stream of water. They were very lonesome, and 
homesick, but wrote glowing accounts to their 
relatives in the East of the fair land of promise 
they inhabited, that it was a veritable Garden 
of Eden and that when land came into market it 
could be bought for $1.25 per acre. In 1838, a 
company of seven started from their homes in 
Collinsville, a large manufacturing village in 
Connecticut, consisting of Daniel Bliss, wife, and 
two children, Edmund, and Maryette, who, in 
after years married Clark Russell, Wait Rice, and 
wife, my father and mother and Candace Case, 
who subsequently married Robert Norton, par¬ 
ents of E. C. Norton, of this city. They came by 
the way of the Erie Canal, around the chain of 
lakes, from Buffalo to what is now the Garden 
City of Chicago, but was then: 

‘‘A barren waste of swampy land, 

Flat as a pancake, rich as grease, 

Where gnats .were full as big as toads, 

And mosquitoes quite as large as geese.” 

Their worldly possessions were packed in huge 


chests; feather-beds, patch-work quilts, broad¬ 
cloth suits and velvet vests for the men, and silk 
dresses for the women, tables, wooden' clocks, 
dishes, glassware, tallow candles, brass candle¬ 
sticks and snuffer's, andirons, groceries, and even 
large brass and iron kettles, for laundry use, 
were among the precious things brought to the 
new country. Three men, and three span of 
horses were hired, to convey them to the end of 
their journey; the women and children riding 
on the large loads. 

All streams had to be forded, and the swamps 
were bottomless; many times were they stuck 
in the mud, unloaded, doubled teams, and pulled 
through. They were almost a week on their 
way from Chicago, for the teamsters lost the 
trail, wandered over the prairies, and through 
sloughs, and near 12 o’clock one night, they es- . 
pied a hut, hallooed and Uncle Andy Miles came 
out to direct them. The women were tired, cross 
and homesick, and said they knew that they had 
reached the Garden of Eden, and that he was 
old Adam. They went on repining and in due 
length of time reached their destination, their 
brother’s log cabin; 14 feet square, a fireplace 
and chimney, built of sticks of wood, daubed 
with mud, at one end of the room ; a puncheon 
floor; one small window with oiled paper for 
glass; a door of slabs, with a latch-string. 

No screen had 'been devised to keep flies and 
mosquitoes out, but there was a “smudge” near 
the door; a dense suffocating smoke, to keep 
the pests away. No telegraph or telephones, not 
even free rural mail delivery then and it cost 25 
cents to send a letter. Their arrival was unex¬ 
pected, the hosts were not prepared to receive 
company. A saucer of grease, with a rag for a 
wick, was all the light they had. The culinary 
department consisted of some corn meal, that had 
been pounded in a mortar and then ground in a 
coffee-mill. The nearest grist mill was at Beloit. 
Some one was dispatched in haste to the nearest 
neighbor for supplies,—potatoes, salt-pork and 
some wheat flour were obtained. No gas-stoves 
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then; the baking was done in a tin oven called 
a "baker,” placed on the hearth and open next 
to the fire, or in a flat iron kettle with a cover 
of iron, buried in coals of fire. Each fire-place 
had a crane, with iron hooks, for supporting the 
kettles, and swung over the fire; these, with a 
long-handled frying-pan, were the cooking uten¬ 
sils, and in this way all food was prepared. Im¬ 
agine 17 people, in that 14 foot room, on a hot 
night in July, as there were two boarders, be¬ 
sides their family of five, namely B. N. Dean, 
father of C. B. Dean, and Isaac McCoy, who re¬ 
cently died in this city, the three teamsters, and 
seven emigrants. 

It was the kitchen, dining room, and sleeping- 
room, but true hospitality prevailed, there was 
always room for one more at the table, and any 
number of lodgers could be ■ accommodated, as 
long as there was an inch of space on the floor. 

The Indians had left, not long before, and their 
trails were still distinctly seen. Near where 
Cold Spring Factory since stood was an Indian 
idol, made of wood; but, by the deep paths worn 
around it, it must have been worshipped as de¬ 
voutly as the ones set with precious stones in the 
far East 

Arthur Blood was the first white settler in 
what is now Flora Township, and from him 
Blood’s Point takes its name. He erected two 
log cabins at the point of timber east of us, and 
pre-empted, or claimed, whole sections of land. 

Pre-empting was the right of a settler, to pur¬ 
chase land in preference to those who came later, 
when the land came into the market. At that 
time Blood's Point, Shattuck’s Grove, and such 
places, were as widely known as Belvidere. 

In a few days, the party from the East decided 
to locate near Blood's Point, and two families 
lived in one of the cabins, until they could build 
on the claims they purchased. Among old papers 
of my father’s, I see that in 1838, he paid $110.00 
for the right, title, interest and claim, to 240 
acres of land. When the land came into market, 
land warrants were Issued for a certain number 


of acres, not to exceed 80 at one time, at the 
land oflices at Galena, 1841, Chicago, and Dixon, 
1843, at $1.25 an acre. A certificate of the reg¬ 
ister of these oflices was deposited in the general 
land office of the United States. 

The signature of John Tyler, President, was 
affixed to the patent. My father was a jack-of 
all-trades, and in 1838-9 built a frame house, of 
three rooms, the first in the township. 

The frame, siding, flooring, shingles, and lath, 
of oak, the doors, cupboards, and window sash 
of black walnut, and two rooms were ceiled with 
the same kind of wood. One room was plastered, 
not as smooth, and white, as the hard finish of to¬ 
day,—the fireplace and chimney of brick. One 
day while he was at dinner, nearly a mile away, 
some one with the proper authority came and 
wrote with chalk, on the frame-work “This is 
Fairfield Precinct.” It was changed to Benton 
in 1850, and to Flora Township in 1853. Trees 
were chopped, and hewed, for the frame,—not a 
foot of lumber for use, without drawing the logs 
miles away, to be sawed into boards and then 
a long drive, of nearly 80 miles, and return, to 
buy nails, and glass, for the windows. 

“How independent they did live, 

In the old pioneer days, 

When everything was done by hand, 

In good old-fashioned ways.” 

No furniture stores nearer than Chicago, chairs, 
bedsteads, and tables were made of walnut, hick¬ 
ory, or oak—the real article, not veneered. The 
seats of the chairs were of hickory splints, or 
braided corn husks, manufactured at home, as 
were also the low wooden cradles, to rock the 
babies in, but just as skillfully made as the one 
on exhibitioh in the Massachusetts building at 
Chicago, in 1893. 

“That was made of wood, strong and good, 
And has lasted for many a day, 

It will'always be treasured, 

For in it John Quincy Adams lay.” 

So that I cannot boast of being born or of ever 
living in a log house, as most children of the old 
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settlers can, and of which so many statesmen, 
and noted ones are proud. 

I have seen the log-cabin at Detroit, Mich., 
where Thomas W. Palmer, President of the 
National Commission which promoted the great 
World’s Pair at Chicago, was born. He gave the 
cabin, with a portion of the homestead on which 
It stands, as a park for the city, on the condition 
that it should have perpetual care. He had also 
been U. S. Minister to Spain, and wrote while 
there: 

“In the royal court of Madrid, 

Its titles, and degrees, | 

I often think with longing, )j 

Of a spot across the seas, 

It has worn no royal splendor, 

But the dearest spot on earth, 

Is the vine embowered cabin, 

That marks my place of birth.” 

“Still within the chimney corner, 

Stands my mother's rocking chair, 

In its seat, the half-done stocking, 

With the needles rusting there, 

Splendor keeps no hold upon me, 

For wheresoe’er I roam, 

Dream of dreams, I’m always dreaming, 

Of my old log-cabin home.” 

Every family had a flock of sheep, and in every 
house was a spinning wheel, reel and swifts, 
where all the wool was spun into skeins of yam. 
Most of it dyed (at home), to be woven into 
sheets, coverlets, and winter clothing, for men, 
women, and children, or doubled and twisted into 
yam, to be knit by hand, into stockings and mit¬ 
tens for the family; yet there was leisure time to 
knit yards of edging for trimmings. 

There were eleven hand looms, within a dis¬ 
tance of two and one half miles, on which all the 
cloth for the neighborhood was woven. A tailor- 
ess lived in the vicinity, who went from house 
to house, cutting- and making all the clothing for 
the men and boys. No sewing machines, all 


hand sewing. No thread came on spools, but was 
in skeins, whether of silk, linen or cotton. Each 
family had from one to three cows, and not one 
of them had a pedigree. No college professor 
with a testing machine ever came to tell of what 
the milk was composed. A dasher churn for 
making the butter, no thermometer to get the 
right temperature, or ice for cooling it, but with 
other merchandise it was taken in a lumber 
wagon to Chicago, where the best sold for eight 
or ten cents a pound. Almost every family made 
some cheese in the summer. The press was very 
simple in design,—the lever weighted with stones, 
a peck measure for a hoop, and placed under a 
tree for shade, but they were g full creams; 
never heard of hard skins rc cheese. Some¬ 
times a sage, or a tansy one was made for a 
rarity. 

The poultry was a mixture of all the varieties 
since they came out of Noah’s Ark, of every 
shape and color and would weigh from 2% to 
3 pounds each. 

There were hogs, “prairie rooters.” In the 
market report of a Chicago paper of 1845, are 
the following items, “Owing to the small amount 
of produce arriving from the country, prices are 
unsettled.' Pokk —Prices have not changed if 
it can be said there are any. We noticed a small 
lot of hogs, averaging about 300 pounds each, 
which only brought $2.75 each. We hear of a 
sale today of 5,000 bushels of winter wheat to 
be delivered on board of steamers.” There was no 
Board of Trade and “puts and calls,” and 
“longs” and “shorts,” and rises and falls,- and 
risks of such sorts. 

Teaming to Chicago was one of the paying 
occupations, carrying produce to market and 
bringing back supplies. The price paid in 1S40, 
for drawing about 36 bushels of wheat, $7.34, and 
bringing back a barrel of salt, $1.12%. The 
expenses on the road, four shillings for sup¬ 
per, lodging, and breakfast at the “tavern,” 
(hotels were unknown), and hay for the team. 
The feed was taken from home. It took five or 
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six days to go and return. At that time all the 
fruit was wild, and was dried, or preserved for 
winter use, and pumpkin butter, and pumpkins 
cut into rings and dried, included the winter 
supply. Nothing canned except oysters; they 
could be bought in tin cans, in Chicago, but now 
If the North Pole is ever discovered, it will prob¬ 
ably be surrounded by old tin cans. 

Deer were plentiful and often came and drank 
from the spring near the house as late as 1841; 
three saddles of venison sold for $1.62%. 

There were but few books in the neighborhood. 
In each house was a bible, a hymn-book and an 
almanac. Almanacs were not then given away, 
but cost two shillings. If in addition to these 
they possessed the “Pilgrim’s Progress,” Pol¬ 
lock’s “Course of Time,” “Paradise Lost,” and 
in fiction, “Alonzo and Melissa,’’ “Charlotte Tem¬ 
ple” and “Robinson Crusoe,” one had a large 
library. But— 

"Of all the books that helped them, 

Along life’s onward track, 

In summer, winter, spring or fall, 

None beat the Almanac.” 

The first school house erected in the precinct 
was of logs, in 1838, and was the only one until 
1847. The seats were of oak, without a back, 
and no plane used in making them. 

“It was a church on Sunday, 

And the people did the singing, 

Noi a trained artistic choir.” 

Many denominations held services there, but 
in 1842, a church organization named the “First 
Christian Church of Fairfield Precinct”, was or¬ 
ganized and maintained its existence until 1861. 
Domestic Science was taught then, but not in 
school, that is, work by the hands, and consisted 
of churning, knitting, mopping, baking, shopping, 
and splitting rails, (no boards,-barbed or woven 
wire for fencing). 


The girls took music lessons, lessons upon the 
spinning wheel, and practiced late and early, on 
the spindle, swift and reel. Domestic Economy 
was instilled in the mind of the child, from youth 
up. Holidays were few. The first Fourth of 
July I can remember of celebrating I was nearly 
four years old, and came to Belvidere, in a lum¬ 
ber wagon filled with people seated in chairs, 
and when one had a good span of horses, that 
was a tony rig. On what is now' Pearl Street, 
near the residence of Mr. Geo. Ames, one of the 
boys had to get out and open a large gate, it 
could not have been a laid out road. They as¬ 
sembled at the old court house on the mound. 
All the children were to march, and all that 
lived in the county were to have a narrow green 
ribbon tied on their right arm. I do not know' 
why green was selected as the color—perhaps 
for the same reason, as by the country milk-maid 
in Fable No. 2 in the old Webster’s Elementary 
Spelling-book, that was used for a reader, as well 
as a speller, in early days. “She was musing 
on buying a silk dress—green, let me consider— 
yes—green suits my complexion best, and green 
it shall be.” Two women tied the ribbons on the 
arms of the children, asking each one, where they 
lived. One said to me—“little girl in what 
county do you live?” I answered “Boone.” 
There w-as a girl older than I, who was to march 
w'ith me. She said I did not, that I lived in 
DeKalb, and the older one was thought to be 
right. I did not get any.* and I grieved over the 
injustice of marching without a ribbon, when the 
others had one, and I rightfully should have had. 
I still remember the circumstance distinctly. 

Old account books are not very interesting 
reading—nevertheless here are some accounts 
taken from one of 1841 to ’42. 

1 barrel salt, $2.50; 2 loads of hay, 50 cents; 
70 feet oak plank, 70 cents; 1 pound raisins, 25 
cents; 5 pounds beef, 2 cents pound, 10 cents; 

1 Almanac, 25 cents; 1 bunch of quills, 25 cents; 

2 deeds, and 11 acknowledgments, $2.00; 1 bottle 
of ink, 75 cents; 50 fence rails, 3 cents each, 
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?1.50; Cradling 4 acres of wheat, 50 cents per 
acre, $2.00; Taxes on ISO acres of land, $2.89; 
In 1S44, 1 dozen steel pens, 50 cents. 

Neighbors were nearer then than now; a log 
house could be rolled up in a short time, and 
there was much more sociability, more neighborly 
kindness, and more cheerful aid in sickness and 
trouble. The names of the pioneers of the early 
settlements should be preserved. Here is a record 
of those who first located on or near what is now 
Kirkland Road, but was then called the County 
Road, down to 1S43, and all lived within the 
distance of two miles from Blood’s Point: 

Arthur Blood, the first settler; Reuben Pen- 
well, 1836; Allen Russell, 1835; David Russell, 
1835; Abraham Bush, married Henrietta Russell 
in 1S3S, the first couple married in the precinct; 
Moses Bush; Abel Blood; Henry Cushman; 
Daniel Bliss, taught the first school, 1838-9; 
Horace Lucas; Albert Lucas; Ammi Smith, first 
justice of the peace, was also a Wesleyan Metho¬ 
dist preacher; Nahum Rice; Daniel Blanchard; 
Allen Blanchard, made and repaired boots and 
shoes; John Randall, horse shoeing, oxen were 
also shod; John Whitney; Elijah Robinson; 
Jonathan Young; Thomas Cunningham; Leonard 
Whitney; Robert Norton; Henry Sawtell, doc¬ 
tor, died in 184G; Samuel Cochran ; James Robin¬ 
son; F. P. Low, early supervisor; Augustus Her¬ 
ring; Samuel Robbins, one of the brothers who 
located the first claim in Boone County. Part of 
the city of Belvidere is located on this claim. 
He sold, went farther west, came back, and mar¬ 
ried Mary Whitney, daughter of John Whitney. 
She died in 1850. He enlisted in the Civil War, 
and was killed at the battle of Shiloh. Wait 
Rice, early treasurer of schools, ,1842, and at 
the December term of the county commissioners’- 
court, 1843, was the first one appointed over¬ 
seer .of the poor for Fairfield Precinct. R. D. 
Rix, he received his commission for justice of 
the peace from Governor Thomas Ford, and was 
sworn and subscribed before A. E. Jenner, 
August 26, 1843. He died while he held the 


office, but many a couple he joined in wedlock. 
Among them, Moses Lucas and Merinda Cochran, 
parents of J. G. Lucas. B. N. Dean, and Lydia 
Smith, parents of C. B. Dean. They had big 
weddings then, fifty or sixty being invited to the 
wedding feast. There were no wedding presents 
or lengthy descriptions of the occurrence in the 
papers. Of the above list, not one now remains 
to relate incidents of the past. Ail have been 
cut down by the scythe of Time. They may not 
have attained what the world calls greatness,— 
but we owe a debt of gratitude to the ones who 
raised this county from its primitive state. 

“They have gone to the beautiful City, 

In that country far away, 

Where a day is as a thousand years. 

And a thousand years, a day.” 

Some Early Buildings. 

The Baptist meeting house was erected in the 
later ’30s on the corner of Van Buren and 
Hurlbut Avenue, where Squire Reynolds after¬ 
ward lived. It was removed directly across the 
street and used as a church building by the 
Universalists. In 1SG1 it was again moved and 
used as a paint shop. It was finally moved to 
what is now 615 Madison Street and used as a 
dwelling place. The first Circuit Court was held 
in this building, and more is said elsewhere in ' 
this history concerning It. 

The first building occupied by the Presbyterian 
Church, -which was used exclusively for church 
•purposes, was erected in 1842. In June, 1S56, it 
was decided to tear down that building, purchase 
the next lot and erect a new building upon the 
two lots with side and end galleries and a seat- 
ting capacity of 800. After considerable effort 
the building was completed in 1858. Here, on 
the evening of April 20,1861, was held one of the 
most soul thrilling meetings ever held in Belvi¬ 
dere, when the people gathered, aroused by the 
firing on Fort Sumter, to plan for the coming 
conflict. 
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The residence formerly occupied by William 
Derthick was built in 1S37 by Dr. Enos Camp¬ 
bell. The American House was open to the pub¬ 
lic. in December, 1842, a large number being 
present to share the festivities. 

Fiio.m a Gazetteer Published by George Hawes 
..in 1858. 

It is stated that Belvidere contained about 
2,500 people, 40 stores and 4 banks. The “Stand¬ 
ard” was issued weekly, having commenced publi¬ 
cation about 1852. There were three flour mills, 
a steam planing mill, nine churches, a female 
seminary, two union schools, several private 
schools and five hotels. John Saxton was post¬ 
master. Among the names given we note the 
American Hotel conducted by Mr., Truesdell, 
B. Aines & Sous, druggists, near the railroad 
depot, Bidweil & Reynolds, carriages and wagons, 
Boone County Bank, Belvidere Hotel, conducted 
by Mr. Doty, Puller, Lawrence & Woods, bankers, 
John M. Glasner, dry goods’, American Express 
Company, C. W. Ives, agent, Julien House, J. C. 
Parkhouse proprietor, Arcade House, H. Mixer 
proprietor, John Plane & Co., hardware, Ransom 
& Fuller, drug store, Mark Ramsey, harness, W. 
R. Woodruff, drug store, John Tourt, lumber. 

The State Road. 

The state road through Bonus, as shown by the 
original plat, appears to have run from the east 
line of the county for about two miles, about the 
same as it does now, until it reached William 
Ames’ Tavern in the northwest corner of section 
35, on what was afterward the Cephas MeMaster 
■ farm. From there it ran west about half a mile 
and then turned northerly to cross the Kishwau- 
kee River about the middle of the southwest 
quarter of section 27. It then turned west again 
and ran a little south of the half section line of 
section 2S and 29 to the Piscasaw. In the govern¬ 
ment plat of Bonus, roost of the north half, ex¬ 
cept in the westerly part, appears as prairie and 
the remainder appears as timber. Most of the 


trees used as monuments appear to be burr oak, 
but we also find ash, white oak, black oak, pin 
oak, walnut, cherry, iron wood, lynn, haekberry, 
and red oak. 

Newburgh. 

One of the most interesting, and, in a sense 
romantic, incidents in the history of the county, 
is the rise and almost complete extinction of 
Newburgh. 

This little community was situated on the 
south half of Section 30, and the north half of 
Section 31, in Belvidere Township. No plat of 
the township was ever recorded, either in this 
county or in Winnebago, and it is impossible 
to locate where most of the lots and blocks were. 
The land where Newburgh was originally located, 
wns entered by Benjamin Hoyt, in October, 1839. 
Mr. Hoyt erected a two story frame tavern about 
1840, which was called the Newburgh House. 
The school house stood about ten rods north of 
the tavern, but was removed somewhere about 
1850 to a place a few rods west of the tavern. 
In 1S55, the teacher was Miss Eliza Marsh, who 
had thirteen pupils. On account of the weather 
and difficulty of travel the terms were very 
short. Miss Marsh afterwards became Mrs. 
Church and was the mother of Cassius Church 
of Belvidere. The saw mill was located to the 
north of the village on the Beaver. It was built 
by Rossman and afterwards sold to Edwin Bal¬ 
lard. It was torn down about 1886. 

There was a wool carding establishment, a 
chair factory was operated by Mr. Campbell, 
brother of George Campbell, formerly of Belvi¬ 
dere. In many farm houses around vanished 
Newburgh there probably exist chairs and other 
furniture turned out in this early establishment. 
There were two stores in the village, one directly 
south of the school house and the other about 
east of the tavern, the first was run by Squires, 
the latter by Benjamin F. Hoyt, (usually called 
“Frank”), son of Benjamin Hoyt, in 1839, and 
for a time thereafter. Abel C. Gleason and M. 
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W. Gleason ran a blacksmith shop. Among the 
other names connected with the village were 
those of James Sayre, Chas. Waterman, Densley 
Keezer, Robert M. and John Toffelmire, and the 
Hartwell family. Some of the streets in the 
town were Columbus, Bridge, and Broadway. 
The place was also called Sayreville, and an old 
summons now before the writer dated in 1847, 
and issued by Justice Thomas W. • Hartwell 
called it Cleveland. Mr. Hartwell was the first 
male child bom there. Col. Sayre was one of 
the leading men of Newburgh, and it seemed 
doubtful at one time as to whether Belvidere or 
Newburgh would be the coming city. The fact 
that Belvidere was on the State Road, and the 
lack of a railroad in Newburgh, caused Belvi¬ 
dere to gain the ascendency and the dwellers of 
Newburgh dropped away one by one, some to 
Belvidere and some to Cherry Valley, and else¬ 
where, so that only the old tavern remained 
to mark the place of vanished Newburgh. The 
land on which the village stood was sold under 
a mortgage forelosure in 1S47, and afterwards 
passed into the hands of Green BTimmer, and 
then of Mr. Brimmer’s son-in-law, John P. Jones. 
Mr. Jones was bom in New York State and grad¬ 
uated from a law school in Elmira, but there be¬ 
ing very little law 'business in the new com- 
.munity, he purchased the old tavern at New¬ 
burgh and ran a dairy business. For some time 
the county poor were also kept on the New¬ 
burgh farm. The farm is now owned by J. P. 
Brimmer Jones, son of the former Mr. Jones. 


CHAPTER YI. 

TOWNSHIP HISTORY. 

INDIVIDUAL HISTORY OF THE SEVERAL TOWNSHIPS 
OF BOONE COUNTY—FIRST SETTLERS—RECORD OF 
CONDITIONS AND EVENTS IN BELVIDERE, BONUS, 
FLORA, SPRING, BOONE, CALEDONIA, MANCHESTER 
AND LEROY TOWNSHIPS. 


The following notes concerning the various 
townships only include such matter as will not be 
found elesewhere. The records of the county 
commissioners’ court and the ^ files of the old 
“Standard” contain notes of many persons who 
lived in the various townships and will be found 
there. For much of the biographical matter con¬ 
cerning the citizens who were prominent in 1877, 
the writer is indebted to the former history of 
the county. He has not attempted to present 
much biographical matter concerning those who 
are now living, as that is treated in the biograph¬ 
ical sketches included in this work. 

Belvidere Township. 

The northwestern part’of Belvidere Township 
is quite hilly and rather picturesque. In section 
5 is the Stephenson stone quarry. In the early 
day this was owned by Dr. Stone and besides the 
quarry, there was also a mill and lime kiln. The 
White Pigeon School House is in section 8. In 
sections 9 and 10 was the Amzi Abbe farm, most 
of which was owned by Mr. Abbe from a very 
early date, part of it being entered by him di¬ 
rectly from the government. East of the Abbe 
farm in section 10 was the William McBride 
farm. Mr. McBride wns an early settler and died 
at Belvidere several years ago, his farm being 
sold in tracts, to settle the estate. 

A Ride in Belvidere and Bonus. 

Driving across the Big Thunder bridge, we 
see, just before coming to the river, the Coleman 
house, where the family have resided many years 
and engaged in canning and raising vegetables. 
This was the site of the old Daniel Caswell place. 
Crossing the river and the race and turning east, 
between us and the river is a small stone house, 
formerly occupied by Dr. Payne. Further along 
is the old Stone farm, entered by Albert Stone 
from the government in 1S40, being in section 29. 
In this house John Gray had his arm amputated 
many years ago on account of blood poison, 
caused by a wound received while butchering 
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sheep. Dr. Foote performed the operation and 
he and Mr. Gray had gone several times to the 
old room on the anniversary of the occasion. The 
McMiaster farm is also on- this road, also the 
Henry Biester farm. We now come to the Law- 
renceville School House and turn north. In this 
part of Bonus the Lawrences formerly settled 
very early and they still own some of the farms 
there. * On the right hand side of the road as we 
go north is the Lawrenceville Cemetery, where 
members of several prominent families in this re¬ 
gion are buried. In section 20 is the Early farm, 
formerly owned by Collins, and on the right hand 
side of the road is the old Horace Green farm. 
Somewhat further north is the old Uriah Tum- 
eaure farm, now belonging to B. S. Herbert of 
Belvidere. Mr. Herbert owns about 500 acres of 
fine land in this locality, while Mrs. Herbert 
owns a considerable portion of the McMaster 
property. In the early days there used to be 
some wolves in the timber in this region. In the 
northwest quarter of section 10 is Isaac Melzer’s 
farm, from which a fine view of Belvidere and 
the intervening country can be had. North of 
this is the Mabie farm. The Russellville School 
House Is at the northeast corner of section 8. 
R. W. Morgan owns considerable land in this 
locality. To the north, on both sides of the road, 
we see the settlement known as Russellville and 
at the southern end of the houses, on the east 
side, is the church. Turning west at the school 
house we drive through as fine a lot of farm 
land as anyone could wish; almost as level as a 
floor. Part of this is the old Deacon Mabie 
farm. Turning south again we pass the Daniel 
Andrus farm, with the Andrus Cemetery near by. 
Across the Piscasaw we see the Covey farm, part 
of which was formerly the old Oliver Hale farm. 
A little further south we come to the Sands 
farm, some more of the Herbert farms, and a 
part of the Mulligan farm. In this locality is the 
Stockwell School House. Turning to the west 
along the center line of section 18. on the south 
is the I. D. Miller farm. Mr. Miller built the 


Little Thunder Mill, which was afterward run 
by the Lulimans and now run by Henry Herbert. 
On the bottom lands near the Piscasaw, a man 
was drowned while trying to walk across the 
fiats, which were covered with water from the 
over-flowed streams. To our north for some dis¬ 
tance is the Mulligan farm. We are now in the 
eastern part of Squaw Prairie and passing to the 
township of Belvidere, south of the Stockwell 
School House, ,is the Gough farm and east of that 
is the Henry Clark farm. North of .the road are 
the Huntington farms. The McMeekins formerly 
lived in this locality. Turning south, we pass 
the farm of Dr. Page. His daughter married E. 
E. P. Truesdell. Mrs, Page was living until 
recently at Belvidere. To the west is E. W.- War¬ 
ren’s farm, and also the Maloney farm, which is 
now owned by Dr. Charles Scott’s heirs. Also the 
Greenlee farm, owned for many years by the 
Greenlee Bros. Coming still further south we 
pass thfi. Luke Wheeler farm on the east. This 
was formerly occupied by Judge McWhorter. Mr. 
Wheeler owned it for many years, and it was 
then sold by his heirs and Messrs. Marshall and 
Whitman became interested in it It is now used 
in connection with the sheep yards, which are 
located just south of it. Much of the-land in 
this locality belongs to the Duntons and the old 
Dunton house, with its large fluted columns, still 
remains. On McKinley Avenue lived Josiah 
Wheeler. He was a wool buyer and afterwards 
removed to Mason City, la., and became wealthy. 
Thos. Donohue lived in a small house on Perry 
and McKinley Avenues, which was one of the 
oldest houses in this locality. Two other old 
houses are the one on the corner of McKinley 
Avenue and Madison Street, and the Stone house 
in which Capt. Petty lived, and which was 
built in an early day and occupied by Dr. Stone. 

North Rockford and River Roads. 

Driving out along State Street toward the 
North Rockford Road, we pass many fine resi¬ 
dences, among them being those of Geo. Mureh, 
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Wm. Bowley, A. E. Loop and Phosa McMaster. 
Here is also tbe new residence of Mrs. Catherine 
Rhinehart and that of Judge R. W. Wright, 
these being undoubtedly the two finest residences 
in town. Just bpyond Judge Wright’s is General 
Fuller’s residence, surrounded by fine old trees. 
In this residence many prominent men have been 
entertained and it, with General Hurlbut’s man¬ 
sion on Hurlbut Avenue, constitute the two 
most historic residences in town now standing. 
Beyond General Fuller’s is the Hildrup place, a 
picturesque old colonial mansion with-fine trees, 
now owned by Prof. Fitzer, formerly county sup¬ 
erintendent of schools. To the south of the road 
lie a number of long strips of land, having a com¬ 
paratively small frontage on the road, but run¬ 
ning back nearly half a mile. One of these strips, 
which was formerly owned by Shreve and after¬ 
ward owned by the Vandersalls, has been sub¬ 
divided as “Meadow Lawn.” The Luces also 
own considerable land here. Many of the resi¬ 
dents along the North Rockford Rond are prom¬ 
inent in the North Baptist Church, among them 
being the Tobynes, Van Epps, and Deacon Ster¬ 
ling. At the bend of the road is a school house. 
One of the Van Epps’ houses is built of brick 
manufactured In the brick yards in that locality. 
In section 21 is the Glnsner farm and a little 
further along is one of tbe many farms owned 
by the heirs of Ezra May. We now pass the 
Beaver Creek and come to the Beaver farm, for¬ 
merly owned by John J. Foote, and now the 
property of two of his granddaughters. To¬ 
ward the eastern e dge of the county Is the Dubois 
School House, in a very pleasant locality. North 
of it lies tbe Dubois farm, part of which was en¬ 
tered from the government by Cornelius Dubois. 
In section 19 considerable of the laud was en¬ 
tered by Geo. W. Campbell, one of the very early 
settlers. Running south from the school house 
is a road to Newburgh. Lying to the east of this 
road is a large farm owned by Dr. A. W. Swift. 
In section 30 is the Shaw farm. Mr. Shaw’s 
father was a very prominent Chicago business 


man, but Mr. Shaw himself, with the aid of a 
fine farm and a swift automobile, finds life very 
pleasant in Boone County. South of the Shaw 
farm is the very large farm of J. P. Brimmer 
Jones, which includes all that is left of New¬ 
burgh, of which considerable has been said in 
another place. 

Coming across the ICishwaukee and turning 
east again along the river road, we pass some 
more of the Ezra May farms, also farms be¬ 
longing to Frank Stockwell, A. Puls, and Abram 
O. Witbeck, Mr. Witbeck’s farm being on both 
sides of the road. As we get toward Belvidere 
we see the “Electric Stone Quarry,” to the south 
and at the bend in the road is the 0. J. Lincoln 
farm and the ruins of the Bennett Creamery, 
which was destroyed by fire. After ente-'qg sec¬ 
tion 35 the laud for some distance on t^e nprth 
side was formerly owned by James Kelley, whose 
genial disposition made him a wide circle of 
friends, and who, until rheumatism rendered him 
unable to move about, was the life of many a 
social gathering. To the south of the road was 
the "Moss neighborhood,” where the various Moss 
relatives settled at a very early date and took up 
land from the government. Still further south 
is a magnificent tract of land formerly owned by 
John J. Foote and now the property of his heirs. 
On the river road Is the Columbia Heating Co. 
site, and the Gas Plant. Near this Is Scott 
Clark’s tract and east of ithat is another piece of 
land belonging to the Foote estate, known as the 
“Smith Place.” ’East of that is a tract which 
has been in possession of the Smedley family for 
many years. The old stone house where Dr. 
Smedley lived has recently, been Improved so 
as to mnke a very modem residence. * 

Bonus Township. 

This township was taken up from the govern¬ 
ment mostly between 18-10 and 1S50. Among the 
early settlers were the Lawrences. They came 
from Cuba, Alleghany County, N. Y. Luther W. 
Lawrence and Daniel W., two of the brothers, 
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arrived in September, 1836. They had walked 
most of the way from Toledo, Ohio. They put 
up at Timothy Caswell’s Tavern, near the pres¬ 
ent Big Thunder Mills. At that time the grass 
along the Piscasaw was so high that for a joke 
some one tied the tops together over the back of 
the oxen, just to show how tall it was. The Law¬ 
rences selected their claims in the southwest por¬ 
tion of Bonus, and bought, out William Dresser. 
When the land was afterwards surveyed they 
found their lines did not correspond with the 
section lines, but were able with a little sacrifice 
of land to get located in the proper quarters. The 
two young men then went back to New York 
State and the following spring they returned with 
their father, John Lawrence, and some of their 
brothers. They came by horse teams and arrived 
May 11, 1S37. They marked down the number of 
houses between Chicago and Belvidere, and found 
that not including Chicago, but including Belvi¬ 
dere, there were sixteen buildings. They built 
houses on their claims, Daniel on the east, 
Luther W. on the west and the father between. 
That was the year of the seventeen year locusts, 
and the insects were very thick. Daniel sold his 
claim to Benjamin Heaton in July, 1S37. John 
Lawrence, the father, went back the last of Au¬ 
gust, 1837, and William Stewart, a relative of 
the Lawrences, came from Fredonia and moved 
into his house. John Lawrence, the younger, also 
remained there. In the fall of 1S37, another large 
part of the Lawrence family came to Boone 
County, consisting of John Lawrence and bis wife 
and daughters, Sarah Ann, Uretta, and Mary 
Lucinda, also the son, Edwin C., then eleven 
years old, and Luther W. Lawrence and his wife 
and four children. They arrived October 27, 
1837. That was a very wet season, and the 
rivers and sloughs all overflowed. Near Garden 
Prairie they found two families named Ames, 
who were no relation. On what was afterwards 
the Seymour Fox fann in sections 20 and 27, Wil¬ 
liam Ames had located in 1837 aud built a double 


log house, in which he ran a tavern for a num- ' 
ber of years until the railroad caused the decline 
of the tavern, business. “Billy” Ames also ran 
a tavern on the farm afterwards belonging to 
Mark Beekington, lying west of* the Fox farm. 
When the Lawrences came in the fall, the water 
had carried off the bridge across the Kishwau- 
kee and was all over the flats. They borrowed a 
boat from Benjamin Sweet and loaded the goods 
from the wagons, standing in the water, onto the 
boat. Then they led the horses across, taking 
several loads. Then the women and children 1 
got in the ox wagon and were taken across, while 
the men waded. They arrived long after dark a t 
the Stewart home, but Mrs. Stewart had a good 
supper for them aud they soon felt in good cheer. 
The little cabin was quite crowded that night, 
there being sixteen people in all. The first child 
born in Bonus was William Shinn, son of James 
Shinn. The first death was that of “Billy" Ames 
in August, 1S37. The first school was taught by 
Mrs. Lydia Lawrence, the mother of Luther W., 
E. C., and the others, under the shade of a large 
white oak tree. The first school house was built 
of hewed logs near the residence of James Shinn 
on section 7, in the fall of 1S38. 

Garden Prairie is a pleasant town situated on 
both sides of the state road and near the railroad, 
in section 30. One of the old st residents is Mrs. 
Daniel Sackett. She is the daughter of an early 
settler. She lives with her son, Clarence E. Sack¬ 
ett, who is the postmaster and also conducts a 
printing establishment. In Mr. Saekett’s office Is 
a very ingenious machine in which a roll of paper 
is put in at one end and comes out as complete 
shipping tags at the other end. The machine per¬ 
forms the operations of cutting, perforating, wir-. 
ing and printing and is almost human In Its 
workings. The Village of Garden Prairie was 
surveyed by Yates V. Beebe, the county surveyor, 
on December 14, 1S54, for David H. Sackett, the 
owner. Mr. Sackett also made an addition to 
the village in 1SG5. 
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In 1S52-53 on the completion of the Galena & 
Chicago Union Railroad from Chicago, the first 
plat of the village of Garden Prairie was made 
by D. H. Sackett, consisting of two blocks of 
eight lots each. Since then two additions were 
made by Mr. Sackett, also additions by Prank 
Tanner, Mr. Avery and others. The village has 
five stores, a feed mill, lumber and coal yard and 
elevator, Cornell Brothers’ Creamery and Con¬ 
densed Milk Plant—one of the largest in the 
State—the Caslin Company’s Milk-Sugar plant, 
three blacksmith and wagon shops, a public ball, 
etc. There is also an Odd Fellows’ Lodge, a 
Camp of Modem Woodmen and Lodge of Mystic 
Workers. 

The first station agent for the Galena road was 
C. H, Avery, followed in 1833 or ’51, by W. S. 
Graves. In 1S03 Daniel Stott was appointed to 
succeed Mr. Graves and served till his death in 
18S1. E. D. Codington succeeded Mr. Stott, and 
Bert Codington succeeded his father. On the 
resignation of Bert Codington his successor was 
Charles Kiester, who has been agent for the past 
fifteen or twenty years. The Elgin & Belvi- 
dere Electric line railroad was built in 1000 and 
opened for traffic in February, 1907. 

There are two churches in Garden Prairie—a 
Congregational and a Methodist: The first Con¬ 
gregational was organized in 1340 and flour¬ 
ished for a number of years, but finally died. In 
1S5S the present Congregational Church was or¬ 
ganized by Rev. N. C. Clark, of Elgin, Ill., and 
In 1S59 a church building was erected, which was 
burned July 31, 1S96. Service was held only 
occasionally from 1896 to 1S99, when a new 
church was erected, costing some $1,S00. The 
society also have a parsonage. The Methodist 
church was erected in 1S72 and is in good shape. 
The first school house In what Is now the vil¬ 
lage of Garden Prairie was built near the State 
Road, a few rods east of where the Methodist 
church stands. In the early ’50s the building 
was moved into the northwest corner of section 


36, and about 1S57, an addition was built on the 
south, as the number of pupils was then nearly 
100. The frame of the old school house is of 
oak, many of the sills being as they came from 
the woods, the bark on one side, and are as 
sound today as when put there sixty years ago. 
In 1884 the old school house was sold and a 
new one erected on a lot of land purchased of 
Frank Tanner, southwest of Congregational 
Church. 

Among the early settlers in Bonus were Loudy 
Stevenson, II. O. Sears, Charles McDougall and 
his son, Lorenzo S., John Lawrence, Win. Ames, 
George F. Ames, Allen Boomer, D. H. Sackett, 
Billy Ames, C. H. Avery, Thos. W. Porter and 


Mr. Sackett furnishes us with the following: 
On June 13, 1S38, the postoffice department es¬ 
tablished a postoffice on the stage line from 
Chicago to Galena and named it “Araesville," 
in honor of the first postmaster, “William Ames,” 
who kept the “Ames Farm," located one and 
one-quarter miles west of the present village of 
Garden Prairie. Mr. Ames died April, 1840, 
and on the 24th of the same month Cyrus H. 
Avery was appointed postmaster and the office 
was moved to Mr. Avery’s house, about half a 
mile east of the village. In lS52-'53, Mr. Avery, 
having gone into partnership with Frank Salford 
of Marengo, built a store in the village and 
moved the office to that place. On February 23, 
1S53, the name of the office was changed from 
Amesville to Garden Prairie, so as to conform 
with the name of the Galena & Chicago Union 
Railrond Station. In April, 1S57, William S. 
Graves, who was then station agent, wns appoint¬ 
ed postmaster and the office was moved to the 
railroad depot. In April, 1861, Charles Burn¬ 
side was appointed, and the office was moved 
back to the store, where it remained till Decem¬ 
ber 2, 1862. Mr. Burnside having moved to 
Iowa, the store was then closed and the office 
removed to the residence of David H. Sackett, 
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and C. E. Sackett was placed In charge when 
only 14 years old. D. H. Sackett was appointed 
postmaster in 1863, and served till 1S79, when 
he resigned and C. E. Sackett was appointed 
his successor, serving until January, 1S94, when 
G. AY. Hendrickson was appointed postmaster, 
and he served during President Cleveland’s 
second term, the office being then located in 
Mr. Hendrickson’s store near the railroad depot. 
In January, 1898, C. E. Sackett was reappointed 
and is still serving. / 


There are two rural mail routes connected with 
the Garden Prairie office. No. 1 was established 
December 1, 1900, of which J. W. Kiester was R. 
C. The route is nearly 25 miles long, covering the 
territory west to Camp Epworth, and south and 
southeast into Spring. Route No. 2 estab¬ 
lished July 1, 1903, of which H. C. Gooch, is 
route carrier, is nearly 20 miles long and cov¬ 
ers territory to the north and northwest. Pre¬ 
vious to the completion of the Galena & Chicago 
Union Railroad (lS52-’53), the mail was car¬ 
ried by stage from Chicago to Galena, but as soon 
as the railroad was built, the stages only ran to 
the terminus of the road. The Galena & Chi¬ 
cago Union Railroad became a part of the North¬ 
western System in 1SG4. The records of the 
Postofflee Department show that the Belvidere 
postoffice was established in 1S37, Amesville in 
183S, and Marengo, in 1841. 

Flora Township. 

This township was first called “Fairfield.” 
About 1850 it was changed for a short time to 
“Benton.” In October, 1851, the following names 
were proposed: Flora, Arabelle, Freeman and 
Jay, and the first one was adopted. The land in 
Flora was taken up from the government mostly 
between 1839 and 1845, although some was taken 
a little later. Many of the Flora people have 
retired from farming and moved to Belvidere, a 
large number of them being located in the south¬ 
ern part of town, as if to be as near their farms 


. as possible. Qne of the prominent Flora fami- 
lies was the Lucases. 

Squire Walter Lucas was born in Flora Town¬ 
ship June 7, 1S39, on a farm called the Cushman 
Place, now owned by Frank King. His father 
Horace Lucas, took it up from the government 
The eider Mr. Lucas afterward traded farms 
with Mr. Cushman, whose daughter Squire Lucas 
afterward married. It thus happened that Squire 
Bucas and his wife were bom in the same house. 
The Lucases lived for a time in DeKalb County, 
but,afterwards came back to Boone. Among the 
other early settlers of Flora were Arthur Blood 
and Abel Blood. They lived on the edge of the 
woods at what is now called the old Cunningham 
place. They came to Boone County about 1S35. 
Blood’s Point was named after them. Waite 
Rice took up laud in section 25, where the Bowen 
farm now is, across from the Blood Point Ceme¬ 
tery. Another early settler in Flora was Daniel 
Bliss, who lived just south of the cemetery. 

Among the other early settlers of Flora were 
Low Penwell, David Russell and Reuben Russell. 
The first school house in Flora was on the Norton 
farm. Most of the settlements were around the 
edge of the woods in the southeast corner of 
Flora. Bradford L. Cunningham’s place was one 
of the first settled in Flora, it having already 
been occupied when Mr. Cunningham came in 
1S37. in the southwest part of the town the 
Giiggs family, Calvin, Horace and Laydon, were 
settlers. B. N. Dean lived just over the county 
line, on what is now the Hugh May farm. He 
afterward became identified with Boone County 
history and his son, Chauncey, was county judge 
and an attorney in Belvidere. The elder Mr. 
Dean came with Mr. Cushman from Paris, Me.' 
Horace Lucas came in 1838. Lewis Keith set¬ 
tled in the southwest part of the township at an 
early date and became the owner of considerable 
land. 

Among the Flora citizens who have been suc¬ 
cessful and influential in Boone County history 
is Francis King. Mr. King possesses one of the 
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clearest judgments In business matters in Belvi- 
dere, and he has been the adviser of a large num¬ 
ber of people. He is also one of the directors in 
the People’s Bank and in other corporations, and 
in the early days was city marshal under Mayor 
Swall. He Is a great believer in Flora land as 
at investment and owns some seven or eight fine 
farms in that township, besides considerable 
property in other parts of the country. 

Henry W. Avery settled in Flora Township at 
an early date and owned considerable land there 
until his death about a year ago, when it came 
into the possession of his grandsons, Edward A. 
and Henry A. Thompson. 

Charles Bennett’s farm in this town is 
known as one of the best equipped farms in the 
vicinity and the residence has many modem con¬ 
veniences. The Illinois Central Railroad runs 
through the southwest corner of Flora. It was 
just west of the Boone County line that the ter¬ 
rible collision happened at Perryville on a bitter 
cold night some six or seven years ago. On the 
railroad in section 20 is the little village of Irene, 
consisting chiefly of an elevator, a creamery, and 
a few residences. The Union Church in section 
32 was built in 1859 by the people in that part 
of Flora Township and those of North Franklin 
Township in DeKalb County, just across the line. 
Flora Grange was organized in 1873 and built a 
Grange Hall, which is still used for meetings of 
various sorts. In section 14 is the Hall stone 
quarry, from which considerable stone has been 
taken out by F. I. and Fred Hall. The Grange 
Hall Is situated in section 27, near the Graves 
farms. One of the important roads in Flora is 
known as the Blood’s Point Road and runs along 
the easterly part of the township. In section 25 
Is the Blood’s Point Cemetery, where memorial 
services are held each year, and are arranged by 
a committee appointed for that purpose and very 
largely attended. Across the road from the cem¬ 
etery Is the H. L. Bowen farm. Mrs. Bowen is 
quite an authority on the early history of the 
county and has written some very bright and in¬ 


teresting papers on the county, one of which is 
published in this volume. Along the Blood Point 
Road lie a number of the Shannon farms, the 
owners being children of Mr. Shannon, one of 
the early settlers, who died quite wealthy. Mrs. 
Harvey Woods of Belvidere is one of the daugh¬ 
ters. 

Spring Township. 

This was first called Ohio Precinct and about 
1850 it was called “Concord,” after which it re¬ 
ceived Its present name. The following is copied 
from the earlier history of Boone County, for the 
reason that it was evidently procured by the 
writer of that book from the lips of individuals 
who have now passed to the better land: 

“The first settlement was made in 1835 by 
John Handy, at what is now known as Reed’s Cor¬ 
ners, four and a half miles west of south from 
Belvidere, and two miles west of Shattuck's 
Grove. In the early part of 1835, Alfred Shat- 
tuck and wife and two sons (Harlyn, aged 
twenty years, and F. H., aged about twelve) left 
Painesville, Geauga County,- Ohio, to find a new 
home in Illinois. Arriving in Dupage County, 
twenty-seven miles from Chicago, they rented a 
farm from a man named Sweet, and raised a 
crop of corn. In the latter part of September of 
that year, ‘Alfred Sbattuck and his son, Harlyn, 
came out to the Kishwaukee country to select 
claims, which they made in the grove that bears 
their name. The elder Shattuck returned to 
Du Page County to take care of his crop, and 
Harlyn remained to prepare a cabin, make rails / 
for fencing purposes, etc., boarding with John 
Handy, who had preceded them a few weeks, and 
who was already settled. The first work Harlyn 
did was to cut and gather some old grass of the 
previous year’s growth on which to feed a yoke 
of cattle he had brought up from Du Page County. 

A small quantity of corn meal was mixed with 
this old grass and thus rendered a subsitute for 
more substantial fodder. In February following, 
the balance of the family came up. The log cabin 
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for which Harlyn had cut the logs was soon after 
raised on the grounds occupied by Harlyn’s pres¬ 
ent residence, of which the family took posses¬ 
sion before fully completed. The doors,- window 
casings, pantry shelving, etc., were made of bass¬ 
wood puncheons dressed down. The flooring was 
made of the same kind of material. The roofing 
was made of oak clapboards, made by hand, and 
held in place by weight-poles, between which 
knees were placed to separate at proper dis¬ 
tances. At that date there were in that settle¬ 
ment, John Handy and family, Erastus Shattuck, 
wife, three sons and one daughter, and Alfred 
Shattuck and family (already mentioned). Eras¬ 
tus Shattuck and John Handy had come together 
In the summer before. At the time Alfred Shat- 
tuck’s family moved into their new house, the 
last of February or first of March, 1836, there 
were not to exceed fifteen persons in the set¬ 
tlement. In the spring of 1836 the Blatchfords, 
Curtis brothers and John Baxter joined the set¬ 
tlers. Of the Blatchfords there were the father, 
mother and three sons, Stephen, James and Fran¬ 
cis. The Curtis brothers were unmarried, and 
kept ‘bachelor’s hall.’ McVeigh and Bruce came 
soon after, and Dr. Orris Crosby was the next 
one to put in an appearance. During that sum¬ 
mer and fall there was quite a rush of immi¬ 
grants to that neighborhood.” 

Most of the land in Spring was entered from 
the government between 1840 and 1S50, consid¬ 
erably later than the land in Belvldere Township. 
The principal road in the township is the Genoa 
Road, running southeasterly from the northwest¬ 
erly corner of the town toward Genoa in De- 
Kalb County. On this road is the Davis M. E. 
church near Herbert, named after Joel Davis, 
Sr., who had a farm just across the road, which 
afterwards became the property of his sons, Joel 
and Samuel Davis. A branch of the Northwest¬ 
ern Railroad also runs across the westerly part 
of the town, about parallel to the Genoa road. 
The Town of Herbert is situated in Section 33 of 
Spring. It was laid out in September, 1885, the 


owper being Daniel D..Bathrick. An addition 
was made by Mr. Bathrick in April, 1890. 

Among prominent citizens are Joel and Sam¬ 
uel Davis, sons of Joel Davis, Sr., who live in 
Herbert. *Joel Davis, Jr., went to Colorado some 
time ago and was a successful miner for a num¬ 
ber of years. He has in his home an interesting 
collection, containing minerals, fossils and In¬ 
dian’s relics, most of which'were collected in 
the West. He also has a large collection of coins, 
including ancient Greek and Roman copper 
pieces. The Meyers family is prominent in 
Spring, and are well known as dealers in fine 
horses. Some of them have also become Inter¬ 
ested in the banking business of Belvldere. 

In the central part of Spring Township lies 
the wooded part known as “Shattuek’s Grove.” 
In section 17, where the road crosses the railroad 
track, is what is known as Reed’s Comers. In 
the central part of the town is a prairie known 
as East Prairie. Among the early settlers in 
Spring were the De Wolfes, Bretts, Landers, 
Crittendens, and Cunninghams. 

Boone Township. 

Some of the land in this township was entered 
in 1839 by William Taylor, but most of it was 
entered from 1845 and after. There was also a 
portion entered in 1839, and the early ’40s by 
William Flemming, S. Stocking, Lemuel Hawley, 
Amos Hixson, George Atkinson, the Mitchells, 
Edward Stevenson, David Barnes, Joseph H. 
Gray, James C. Gooch, William Williamson, C. 
W. Jackson, George and Obadiah Sands and 
others. The principal towns are Capron and 
Poplar Grove. Capron was platted in May, 1862, 
by Robert P. Lane of Winnebago County. It was 
named after Colonel Capron, who had consider¬ 
able to do with putting the railroad through, and 
who lived in an adjoining county. Among the 
prominent people of Capron are the Stevensons, 
Livingstons, Lindermans, Cornwells, Ridges and 
Kelloggs. The Capron Bank has always been as¬ 
sociated with the Cornwells. There is also a tile 
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factory situated near the railroad track and 
there is a good school and several churches. The 
additions to the original town are those of 
Sands, Linderman and Chester. Among the first 
settlers of the township were Messrs. Barker, 
Bradford, Bean and Putney. Mr. Dean was the 
first school teacher, the school being located just 
across the line, in Caledonia, in 1838 and 1839. 
Poplar Grove was laid out in 1859 by Evi Shear¬ 
man and was first called Shearmantown, after 
the name of the founder. Part of it is in Cale¬ 
donia Township and part in Boone. The Poplar 
. Grove Bank was conducted for some time by the 
Websters, but has since been incorporated, War¬ 
ren Webster being the cashier. D. C. Cowan has 
been postmaster, and a prominent citizen of Pop¬ 
lar Grove for a considerable length of time. 

Among the additions to Poplar Grove are Wood¬ 
ward's, which was made by the executors of 
Alpheus Woodward, Cowan’s, Jory’s, Rays’, 
Renne and Dymond’s. A number of the early 
settlers, particularly in the northern part, 
were of Norwegian descent. 

. Caledonia Township. 

Some of the land in this township was entered 
by William Taylor in 1839, and that year Wil¬ 
liam Brayton, James Ramsey, Luke Joslyn, Jo¬ 
seph P., Daniel L. and John R. Bartlett, John 
Cooper, Charles Babcock, Edward Hawley, 
George Armond, Alexander Reed, James Haven, 
Robert Morgan, Thos. Fleming, James Ham¬ 
mond, Allen Carpenter, John Dean, Abraham 
Drake, John Sturtevant, Joshua M. Randall, Eli¬ 
jah A. Kirk, Jonas Tofflemire and James J. 
Pettit also entered land. The majority of the 
land, however, was entered in the late ’40s and 
early ’50s. The land entered in this county, par¬ 
ticularly in Caledonia and Boone Townships, by 
William Taylor, was in behalf of a number of 
residents of Aberdeen, Scotland, and amounted 
in this county to almost 5,000 acres, besides con¬ 
siderable in the adjoining counties. Mr. Taylor, 
according to the written agreement he made be¬ 
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fore coming from Scotland to America, took the 
land in his name. He was drowned in the Missis¬ 
sippi River, near St. Louis, from the steamer 
“War Eagle.” This necessitated a chancery pro-’ 
ceeding in Winnebago County and the court au¬ 
thorized a commissioner in 1845 to convey all of 
the title to Alexander Ferguson, from whom it 
has come down to a great number of actual set¬ 
tlers, who trace title through Mr. Taylor. Among 
the earliest actual settlers were Michael S. Tap- 
lin, Abijah Story, James and Thomas Ramsey, 
Nancy Stevens, Enoch O. Garland, Allen Carpen¬ 
ter, Dr. Calvin Cass, Philemon DeGroff, Benja¬ 
min Guile, Robert Morgan, Isaac Sewell, Steven 
Covey, John Bruce, John and George Picken and 
Charles Whiting. 

Squire Drake was one of the first postmasters, 
commencing about 1843 and holding for about 10 
years. The first school was taught in 1841 to 
1842, at the residence of Philemon DeGroff, the 
teacher being Miss Knox. A large part of Cale¬ 
donia Township is occupied by the “Scotch Settle¬ 
ment,” which extends westward into Winnebago 
County. Near Argyle Is a very large Presby¬ 
terian Church, known as the “Willow Creek 
Church.” Caledonia Center is on the Beloit 
branch of the Northwestern Road, and was plat¬ 
ted July 8, 1853, the land being owned by Gavin 
Ralston. Two additions have been made, known 
as Cornwell’s and Ralston’s. In Section 11 is the 
Quail Trap School House and north of this lie 
the farms belonging to members of the Vickers 
family, who are of English descent. Another 
branch of the Northwestern passes across the 
township from east to west, going through Ar¬ 
gyle at its w-est edge, and Poplar Grove at its 
east boundary. 

Manchesteb Township. 

Among those who entered land in Manchester 
in 1839 and 1840 were David Campbell, Lars 
Baarson, Timrnn Tollevson, Alvin Cady, Benja¬ 
min F. Riddle, Harry H. Smith, William Linder¬ 
man, James Bennett, Ariel B. Wadsworth, Sam- 
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uel Pye, David Noggle, Calvin M. Stowell, 
Thomas C. Sanders, Walter Warren and William 
Crosby. Most of the land, howevey, was entered 
between 1844 and 1849. Among the early set¬ 
tlers were Rollin Gray, Alvin Cady, William 
Ward and Lnther Linderman. The first school 
was taught by Mary Jane Campbell, wife of 
Horace Campbell, in a private house on the 
southwest quarter of Section 9> where Mr. Camp¬ 
bell then lived. A.^D. Wadsworth was the first 
postmaster, commencing his duties about 1844. 
The postoffice is Hunter, situated in the north half 
of Section 34 and the south half of Section 27. 

Le Roy Township. 

In the early days this township was known as 
Larobertson, the first settlement being made by 
James B. and Jeremiah Lambert in the fall of 
1836. Among the very early settlers were John 
Langdon and his family and brothers, who set¬ 
tled in the northeast comer of Long Prairie in 
the fall of 1836. John Langdon’s wife died in 
the winter of 1837-3S. The Chamberlain broth¬ 
ers also came at an early date and settled on 
Round Prairie. John, Wright and family also 
settled on Round Prairie in April, 1837. John 
Kerr lived on what is now Edward Conye’s farm 
at an early date. Blaine, which is the only vil¬ 
lage in Le Roy, was formerly called “Union Cor¬ 
ners.” Methodist Camp Meeting was held at 
Parks’ Corners, across from the present Delos 
Blodgett farm. Rev. Van Ness lived on Round 
Prairie, in the southeast part of Le Roy; he was 
of the Baptist denomination and preached at 
Burr Oak School House. Elder Smalley was the 
Presbyterian preacher and lived on the south‘end 
of Long Prairie in one of the very few frame 
houses built at that time. The Burr Oak School 
has been at or near its present location for many 
years. John Gray went there from 1842 to 1844. 
Mr. Gray was born in England and came from 
there to New Jersey as a young man, and arrived 
in Boone County in 1842. He is very well ac¬ 
quainted with Le Roy, Bonus, Boone, and, in 


fact, all of the county, and has given the author 
much assistance in compiling this history. Mr. 
Gray for many years kept a livery stable on the 
North Side. He and his brother sub-divided two 
additions on Turner’s Hill. He has been a con¬ 
stable for many years and has taken a part in 
most of the things that have happened in Boone 
County almost since it started. There are few 
people left in the county who know as much of 
the early days as John Gray. Hurd’s Corners 
was one of the first postofflces. It was situated 
on the farm, afterwards owned by Mr. Ardery, in 
Section 27. Robert B. Hurd was the postmaster 
and held office from 1839 to his death about 1848. 
It was sometimes called “Amazon.” Mr. Hurd 
was one of the early county commissioners and 
had the largest part in building the first court 
bouse. He took a number of lots in the original 
town of Belvidere in payment for his work. 

Most of the land in Le Roy was entered after 
1842 and between that time and 1850, although 
a comparatively small portion was entered in 
1840. Among those making the entries were 
Thomas Hinton, John Wright, Henry Tranger, 
James Murray, Mary E. Warner, J. D. Lambert, 
John C. Linderman, James B. Lambert, Robert B. 
Hurd, Richard P. Hovey, Elijah Bowman, Levi 
Hammond, John D. Mason, James H. Pierce, 
Alonzo Whitmore, Gibson Wright, William R. 
Streeter, Cyrus Tillotson, Thomas C. Sanders, 
Leander S. Walker, Guilford Hammond, James 
Van Ness, Joseph Chamberlain, Levi Adkin, Jr. 
Mr. Adkin joined with Robert B. Hurd in taking 
the contract for the first court house. 


CHAPTER VII. 

POLITICAL. 


BOONE COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES IN STATE CONSTI¬ 
TUTIONAL CONVENTIONS-CONGRESSMEN WHO 

HAVE REPRESENTED THE BOONE COUNTY DISTRICT 
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—PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS—CITIZENS WHO HAVE 
REPRESENTED THE COUNTY IN THE GENERAL AS¬ 
SEMBLY. / 

The first Constitutional Convention In Illinois 
held its session at Kaskaskia, Aug, 3-26, 1818, 
and adopted the first State Constitution. What 
is now Boone County was then a part of Craw¬ 
ford County and the delegates were Joseph 
Kitchel and Edward Cullom, neither of whom, of 
course, resided in this county, as this region was 
then inhabited only by Indians. At the Con¬ 
stitutional Convention held at Springfield, June 
7, 1847, Daniel H. Whitney was the delegate 
from Boone County. A convention was held in 
Springfield, January 7, 1862, and adopted a 
constitution for the state, which was rejected 
by a vote of the people at an election held June 
17 of that year. In this convention Luther W. 
Lawrence represented Boone County, Our pres¬ 
ent constitution was drawn by a convention held 
December 13, 1869, to March 13, 1870, and was 
ratified by the people July 2, 1870. In that con¬ 
vention Jesse S. Hildrup was the delegate from 
Boone. 

Congressmen. 

Until 1832 the state of Illinois constituted one 
Congressional District and the congressmen gen¬ 
erally came from a southern part of the state, 
which was then much more thickly populated 
than the northern part. They were as follows: 
John Met,can, Democrat, was the first repre¬ 
sentative in Congress from the state, taking his 
seat In the second session of the Fifteenth Con¬ 
gress, He was followed by Daniel P. Cook, De¬ 
cember, 1819, in the Sixteenth Congress, who 
represented the state during the Sixteenth, Sev¬ 
enteenth, Eighteenth and Nineteenth Congresses, 
a period of nearly nine years, being from De¬ 
cember, 1819, to March, 1S27. Residence, Kas¬ 
kaskia. 

Joseph Duncan, Democrat, succeeded -Daniel 
P. Cook and took his seat at the first session of 
the Twentieth Congress in 1S27. He represented 
the state in the Twentieth, Twenty-first and 


Twenty-second Congresses, being from 1827 to 
1833. Residence, Jackson and Morgan Counties. 

In the Twenty-third Congress from 1833 to ’35 
the congressman was Joseph Duncan, Democrat, 
of Jacksonville, who was elected Governor, and 
William L. May, another Democrat, of Spring- 
field, succeeded him. Mr. May also represented 
the district in the Twenty-fourth and the Twen¬ 
ty-fifth Congresses. In the Twenty-sixth and 
Twenty-seventh Congresses, from 1839 to ’43. 
John T. Stuart, a Whig, living at Springfield, 
represented the district. In the Twenty-eighth 
Congress John Wentworth, of Chicago, a Demo¬ 
crat, represented the district, of which Boone 
County was a part. The convention which 
nominated Mr. Wentworth was held at Joliet, 
May 18, 1843, and the Boone County delegates 
were Benjamin F. Lawrence, Jas. L. Loop, and 
William T. Burgess. Mr. Wentworth was also 
the congressman in the Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth, 
and Thirty-first Congresses. Among the dele¬ 
gates to the Democratic conventions during this 
time were George ICreMnger, Allen C. Fuller, 
Richard S. Malony, Benjamin F. Lawrence, Dan¬ 
iel Howell, William T. Burgess, Charles Water¬ 
man, Hiram C. Miller, Abraham L. Bush, John 
Handy and Alfred E. Ames. In 1846, John 
Kerr, Boone County, was the Whig candidate 
for Congress. In the Thirty-second Congress, 
Richard S. Malony, Democrat, of Belvidere, 
represented the district. In the Thirty-third, 
Thirty-fourth, Thirty-fifth, Thirty-sixth, and 
Thirty-seventh, Elihu B. Washburn, a Republi¬ 
can, of Galena, represented the district. In the 
Thirty-eighth Congress, John F. Farnsworth, 
Republican, of St. Charles, was congressman and 
also served in the Thirty-ninth, Fortieth, Forty- 
first and Forty-second Congresses. In the Forty- 
third Congress Stephen A. Hurlbut, Republican, 
of Belvidere, was representative and Gen. Hurl¬ 
but also served in the Forty-fourth. In the 
Forty-fifth Congress, from 1877 to 1S79, William 
Lathrop, Republican, of Rockford, served. In 
the Forty-sixth and Forty-seventh Congresses, 
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John C. Sherwin, of Kane County, was congress¬ 
man. In the Forty-eighth Congress, Reuben Ell- 
wood, Republican, of Sycamore, was representa¬ 
tive at Washington. In the Forty-ninth Con¬ 
gress, from 1885- to 1887, Hr. Ellwood also served 
and. upon his death Albert J. Hopkins, of Aurora, 
now Senator from Illinois, was elected to fill the 
vacancy and served during the Fiftieth, Fifty- 
first, Fifty-second, 'and Fifty-third Congresses. 
In the apportionment of 1893, Boone County be¬ 
came part of the ninth district and Robert R. 
Hitt, Republican, of Mt. Morris, was elected. 
Mr. Hitt also served in the Fifty-fifth, Fifty- 
sixth, and Fifty-seventh Congresses from 1897 
to 1903. Under the apportionment of 1901, 
Boone County became part of the Twelfth Dis¬ 
trict and our own citizen, Judge Charles E. Ful¬ 
ler, Republican, was elected and served In the 
Fifty-eighth, Fifty-ninth, and Sixtieth Con¬ 
gresses. \ 

Presidential Electobs. 

In 1800, Allen C. Fuller was one of the Re¬ 
publican presidential electors. In 186S, Stephen 
A. Hurlbut was one of the Republican presiden¬ 
tial electors. In 1876' Allen C. Fuller was a 
Republican presidential elector. These are our 
only candidates for electors, who were of the 
successful party. 

Membebs of the General Assembly. 

Under the apportionment of 1848 Boone 
County, together with Winnebago and McHenry, 
became part of the Twenty-fourth Senatorial 
District The senator was Alfred E. Ames, in 
the Sixteenth General Assembly, and the Rep¬ 
resentative from Boone County was Selby Leach. 
In the Seventeenth General Assembly the sena¬ 
tor was Thomas B. Talcott, of Winnebago 
County, and the representatives were A H. 
Nixon and George Gage, both of McHenry 
County. In the Eighteenth General Assembly, 
.from 1852 to 1854, the senator was again Mr. 
Talcott and the representatives were H. C. Mil¬ 
ler, of Boone County, and A. H. Nixon, of Mc¬ 


Henry. Under the apportionment of 1S54 Boone 
County formed, together with Winnebago, Ogle 
and Carroll, the' Third Senatorial District, and 
with McHenry formed the Fifty-fourth Repre¬ 
sentative District. The Senator was Waite Tal¬ 
cott, in the Nineteenth General Assembly, and 
the representatives were Luther W. Lawrence 
and W. Diggins. In the Twentieth General 
Assembly, the representation was the same ex¬ 
cept that L. S. Church, of McHenry, took Mr. 
Diggins's place. In the Twenty-first General 
Assembly, from 1858 to 1860. The Senator was 
Zenas Applington of Ogle and the representa¬ 
tives were Mr. Church, of McHenry, and Ste¬ 
phen A. Hurlbut, of Boone. In the Twenty-sec¬ 
ond General Assembly the representation was 
the same. Under the apportionment of 1861 
Boone County became part of the Twenty-third 
Senatorial District, including also Winnebago, 
McHenry, and Lake, and was joined withDeKalb 
as the Fifty-first Representative district. The 
senator in the Twenty-third General Assembly 
was Cornelius Lansing, of McHenry, and the 
representatives were Westel W. Sedgwick, of 
DeKalb, and Luther W. Lawrence, of Boone. 
In the Twenty-fourth General Assembly, from 
1804 to 1866, the senator was Mr. Lansing and 
the representatives Allen C. Fuller, of Boone, 
and Ira V. Randell of DeKalb. In the Twenty- 
fifth General Assembly from 1866 to 1868, the 
senator was Allen O. Fuller of Boone, while Ste¬ 
phen Hurlbut, of Boone, and Robert Hampton, 
of DeKalb, were the representatives. In the 
Twenty-sixth General Assembly, Mr. Fuller still 
served as senator and Elijah H. Talbott, of 
Boone, and Charles W. Marsh, of DeKalb, served 
as representatives. In the Twenty-seventh Gen¬ 
eral Assembly, under the apportionment of 1870, 
Boone County together with Winnebago and 
Lake, formed the Twenty-third Senatorial Dis¬ 
trict, and the Ninety-second representative dis¬ 
trict. General Fuller was senator and John 
Early of Winnebago, and Jesse S. Hildrup, of 
Boone, were representatives. Under the ap- 
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portionment of 1872, Winnebago and Boone 
formed the Ninth Senatorial District. The sep¬ 
arate representative districts'have been abol¬ 
ished under the new constitution. John Early, 
of Winnebago, was elected senator to the Twen¬ 
ty-eighth General Assembly, and Mr. Hildrup, 
of Boone County, a representative. In the next 
General Assembly Mr. Early was still senator 
and Myron K. Avery the Boone County repre¬ 
sentative. In the Thirtieth General Assembly 
all of the members came from Winnebago 
County. In the Thirty-first Charles E. Fuller, of 
Boone, was senator and Omar H. Wright, of 
Boone County, a representative. The same in 
the Thirty-second General Assembly. Under 
the apportionment of 1S82, Lake, McHenry and 
Boone Counties formed the Eighth Senatorial 
District. Judge Fuller was a representative, be¬ 
ing the only Boone County member from the 
district. The same for the Thirty-fourth and, 
Thirty-fifth General Assemblies. In the Thirty- 
sixth General Assembly from 18S8 to 1890 Judge 
Fuller was senator, and all the representatives 
came from outside of Boone. The judge was 
also senator in the Thirty-seventh General As¬ 
sembly and George Reed, of Boone, a representa¬ 
tive. In the Thirty-eighth General Assembly 
Reuben W. Coon, then of Lake County, but 
prominently identified with this county, was 
senator and Mr. Reed was representative. The 
same as to the Thirty-ninth General Assembly. 
In tbe Fortieth General Assembly, from 1896 to 
1898, DuFay A. Fuller, Republican, and Jacob 
Edelstein, Democrat, both of Belvidere, were rep¬ 
resentatives. D. A. Fuller also served as 
representative in the Forty-first General Assem-- 
bly, and became senator in the Forty-second. 
Cornelius V. O’Connor, Democrat, of Boone, 
served as representative at this session. Mr. 
Fuller also served as senator the following ses¬ 
sion. In the Forty-fourth General Assembly 
Frank R. Covey, of Boone County, was represen¬ 
tative. During this session, Edward D. Shurt- 
leff, of Marengo, was speaker of the house, being 


a representative from the district including 
Boone County. In the Forty-fifth General As¬ 
sembly Mr. Covey again served as representa¬ 
tive, and Mr. Shurtleff was speaker. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

COURTS. 


BOONE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURTS AND EARLY OCCU¬ 
PANTS OF THE BENCH—LIST OF CIRCUIT JUDGES_ 

CIRCUIT CLERKS AND STATE’S ATTORNEYS—COUN¬ 
TY COURTS AND JUSTICES OF THE PEACE—MEM¬ 
BERS OF THE COUNTY BAR—PROMINENT MEN 
WHO HAVE HELD THE POSITION OF CIRCUIT 
JUDGE—SKETCHES OF PRESENT COURT OFFICIALS 
—COURT HOUSE AND OTHER PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

The circuit judges, clerks and state’s attor¬ 
neys In the early days were as follows: 

Circuit Judges. . 

Dan Stone, 1839 to 1841. 

. Thomas C. Brown, 1S41 to ,1847. 

Jesse B. Thomas, 1847 to 1849. 

Hugh Henderson, 1849 to 1851. 

Isaac G. Wilson, 1851 to 1861. 

The first circuit judge who resided in Boone 
County was Allen C. Fuller. He was commis¬ 
sioned July 1, 1S61, and resigned July IS, 1862, 
in order- to become adjutant general of the state. 
He was succeeded by Theodore D. Murphy. This 
county was in the Thirteenth Circuit at that 
time. Under the act of 1877, Boone County be¬ 
came part of the Twelfth Judicial Circuit. The 
judges have been as follows: Theo. D. Murphy, 
June 16, 1873, Woodstock; Hiram H. Cody, 
September 15, 1874, Naperville; Clark W. Upton, 
August 20, 1S77, Waukegan; Clark W. Upton, 
June 10, 1879, Waukegan; Isaac C. Wilson, 
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June ’1<3, 1879, Geneva; Charles Kellum, June 
16, 1879, Sycamore; Isaac G. Wilson, June 1, 
1885, Geneva; Clark W. Upton, June 1, 1S85, 
Waukegan; Charles Kellum, June' I, 1885, Syca¬ 
more; Charles Kellum, June 1, 1891, Sycamore; 
Clark W. Upton, June 1, 1891, Waukegan; 
Henry B. Willis, June 1, 1891, Elgin. 

Under the apportionment of 1897, Boone 
County became part of the Seventeenth Circuit, 
the judges were as follows: 

John C. Garver, Rep., Rockford, June 18,1897, 
deceased; Charles E. Fuller, Rep., Belvidere, 
June 18,1897; Charles H. Donnelly, Rep., Wood- 
stock, June 18, 1S97; Arthur H. Frost, Rep., 
Rockford, March 5, 1902, vice Fuller; Arthur 
H. Frost, Rep. Rockford, June 18, 1903; Charles 
H, Donnelly, Rep., Woodstock, June 18, 1903; 
Robert W. Wright, Rep., Belvidere, June 18, 
1903. 

Circuit Clerks. 

Seth S. Whitman, 1839 to 1849. 

Noah W. Birge, 1849 to 1850, when he de¬ 
parted this life, and in April, 1850, Stephen C. 
Gooding was appointed clerk by Hugh Hender¬ 
son, then circuit judge., Gooding held the office 
of clerk from 1850 to 1851. 

Daniel T. Olney, 1851 to 1853. 

Fayette B. Hamlin, 1853 to 1857. 

Daniel H. Whitney, 1857 to February 12, 1804, 
when he died. 

Horatio C. DeMunn was appointed circuit 
clerk February 15,1864, and held the office until 
December, 1870, when James W. Sawyer was 
elected. 

State’s Attorneys, 

Shelton U. Hall, 1839 to 1843. 

' Joseph B. Wells, 1843 to 1845. 

James L. Loop, 1845 to 1846. 

Thomas L. Turner, 1840 to 1847. 

W. A. Boardman, 1847 to 1849. 

Alonzo Platt, 1849 to 1851. 

P. W. Platt, 1851 to 1852. 

Amos B. Coon, 1852 to 1853. 


Millard M. Boyce, 1853 to 1857. 

E. L. Joslyn, 1857 to 1861. 

• Amos B. Coon, 1861 to 1865. 

Charles E. Fuller was elected in 1876. 

Later Judges and Clerks. 

In 1897 Charles E. Fuller was elected circuit 
judge and held that office until 1903, when the 
new Eighth Congressional District was formed 
and Judge Fuller was chosen by his fellow citi¬ 
zens to represent them In Washington. Judge 
Fuller’s ability as a lawyer and on the bench is 
so well known It Is useless to enlarge upon it 
here. The regret at losing him as a Judge was 
only compensated by the fact of his being our 
congressman. It will be unanimously conceded 
that Chas. E. Fuller is at the present time 
Boone County’s foremost citizen In public life 
and his name is known throughout all Illinois. 

The county, however, was able to offer to the 
other parts of the judicial district another law¬ 
yer, whose legal ability fitted him for the place, 
and Judge Robert W. Wright was elected 
circuit judge in 1903 and still holds that posi¬ 
tion. Judge Wright is an excellent lawyer and 
left to go on the bench, a practice which prob¬ 
ably netted him considerably more than the sal¬ 
ary of his office. As a counselor his advice 
was sought by many large interests, both In the 
county and from elsewhere. During the vaca¬ 
tions of court in this district, Judge Wright has 
held court in Cook County to relieve the over¬ 
crowded conditions of the docket there. 

The present circuit clerk is Adelbert C. Fas- 
sett, who has held that office since 1884 and is 
also unopposed for the coming term, which com¬ 
mences this fall. Mr. Fassett has the records of 
his office thoroughly in hand, and is known 
throughout the county for his courtesy and the 
assistance he offers in many ways - to the citizens 
who have to consult the records or engage in 
court matters. 

The county clerk since 1S94 has been William 
Bowley. Probably no man in the county 
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has more friends. The present state’s attorney 
is Patrick H. O'Donnell, a young lawyer of abil¬ 
ity and popularity. Mr. O’Donnell was elected 
in 1904, succeeding Judge C. B. Dean, and is 
also a candidate for re-election on the Republi¬ 
can ticket. Previous to Judge Dean’s term, 
Robert W. Wright was state’s attorney for a 
number of years. 

County Court. 

Among the county judges have been Daniel 
H. Whitney, elected in 1849; Hiram C. Miller, 
in 1853; Allen C. Fuller, in 1857; M. M. 
Boyce, in 1861; L. W. Lawrence, in 1865, and for 
many years thereafter; Wales W. Wood, in 
1889. C. B. Dean for several terms. William C. 
De Wolf in 1898. Judge De Wolf is the present 
county judge. 

Justice’s Courts. 

So many of the citizens have held this import¬ 
ant position that we will not attempt to name 
them all, or any large proportion. Among the 
early justices were John K. Towner, John S. 
King, Hiram Waterman, Alexander Neely and 
Frederick W. Crosby.. The present justices, 
who are holding court in Belvidere, are Walter 
Lucas, M. C. Marean and Charles S. Spackman. 
Among the others, who have held justice’s court 
in Belvidere in the last ten years, have been 
William F. Hovey, A. E. Jenner, Squire Rey¬ 
nolds, H. C. DeMunn and A. F. Appleton. 

The Boone County Bar. / 

Among the earliest members of the Boone 
County bar were J. L. Loop, William T. Burgess, 
John C. Kemble. Many of the parties were rep¬ 
resented by lawyers from outside of the 
county. Soon after this Gen. Hurlbut and Allen 
C. Fuller came to Belvidere, the first In 1845 
and the second in 1846, and together with Wil¬ 
liam H. Wood, brother of Wales W. Wood, and 
Mr. Loop, they constituted the leaders of the 
Boone County bar for many years. Among the 


other prominent attorneys were M. M. Boyce, 
Lewis Pray, J. S. Terwilliger, F. 'B. Hamlin. 
The next generation of lawyers consisted of 
Chas. E. Fuller, Omar Wright, Sr., Robert W. 
Wright, J. S. Hildrup, William R. Dodge, Wales 
W. Wood, C. B. Dean. Somewhat later William 
C. De Wolf, William L. Pierce and William Bles¬ 
ter. were ndmitted, all of whom are still' 1 promi¬ 
nent attorneys at the present time. In 1899, 
Charles S. Kucker, Arthur S. Appleton, and Rich¬ 
ard V. Carpenter commenced practice in Belvi¬ 
dere. Mr. Kucker died a few years ago. Mr. Ap¬ 
pleton is practicing at Spokane, and Mr. Carpen¬ 
ter Is practicing in Belvidere. At about this time 
the following attorneys were also in Belvidere, 
all of whom by reason of death or removal have 
ceased to be practicing members of the Boone 
County bar.. Philip C. Lampert, Charles Roach, 
Fred Evans, Guy Powell,' Max Kunze, William 
Labrie, Fred L. Hunt, H. D. Blodgett. Among 
the others who were admitted in the ’90s or 
since then and are still practicing are P. H. 
O’Donnell, Frank R. Covey, J. M. Huff, William 
Israel, James R. Jaffrny, E. T. Grldley and Irv¬ 
ing Banks. Edward A. Thompson, grandson of 
Deacon Avery, practiced here for several years 
but has recently removed'to Colorado to engage 
in the mining business. Arthur Tripp and Wil¬ 
liam Waugh have been admitted recently, and 
Mr. Tripp is practicing In Belvidere. The only 
practicing attorney outside of Belvidere Is H. B. 
Stevenson of Capron. 

Of the present members of the Boone County 
Bar the following brief mention is submitted: 

Wm. C. De Wolf, who Is county judge, was 
bom In Spring Township, 1865. He was ad¬ 
mitted in 1887 and formed a partnership with 
Judge Fuller. He has one of the best practices 
in Belvidere. Wm. R. Dodge has been practic¬ 
ing for many years and holds the office of mas¬ 
ter in chancery. He occupies the building for¬ 
merly used as Neely’s Bank. Mr. Dodge Is one 
of the most careful and accurate men in Boone 
County. Judge Wales Wood was born In New 
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York in 1837, and read law in Belvidere in the 
Arm of Fuller & Wood, which was composed of 
Gen.' Fuller and William H. Wood, who were 
both very able lawyers. Judge Wood was ad¬ 
mitted to the bar in 1800 and shortly afterward 
enlisted in the Ninety-fifth Illinois. He was 
adjutant of that regiment and held several other 
commissions. Afterward he was master .in 
chancery, state’s attorney, city attorney, and 
county judge. He is and for many years has 
been prominent in the G. A. R., and in many of 
the public affairs of our city, and is regarded 
with great respect by his many friends for his 
long, honorable career and pleasant disposition. 
Judge C. B. Dean was born in DeKalb County, 
where his father was a prominent early settler. 
He located in Belvidere in 1862 and after gradu¬ 
ating in 1873 at Ann Arbor, commenced prac¬ 
tice in Belvidere. He has been city attorney, 
county judge and state’s attorney and also has 
done a great deal of abstract work. Judge Dean 
recently removed to Oklahoma. Wm. L. 
Pierce was born in the spring of 1SCS. He 
graduated from the Northwestern Law College 
in 1892, He hiis practiced since then, part of 
the time alone and part of the time in partner¬ 
ship, being associated at various times with F. 
J. Evans, J. M. Huff, Chas. Roach, Wm. Israel, 
and Jas. R. Jaffray. Mr. Pierce is one of the 
best jury lawyers in Boone County. He is now 
mayor of Belvidere and also was mayor before 
Mayor Lyon, whom he succeeded. Jas. R. Jaf¬ 
fray was born in Belvidere in 1S02 and took up 
surveying and abstracting, which profession he 
followed for a considerable time. Some six or 
seven years ago he was admitted to the bar, and 
.is now associated with Mr. Pierce. He is also 
corporation counsel. William Blester was 
brought up in Belvidere and admitted to the bar 
In 1887. For a number of years Mr. Biester was 
Interested in bees, horticulture and political 
economy, and did not actively pursue his pro¬ 
fession, but be Is now located in the Foote Block 
and gives his full time to law and has one of the 


best practices in the city. Richard V. Carpenter 
was born in Chicago in 1S71 and graduated from 
the Chicago College of Law in June, 1897, being 
admitted to the bar that year. He came to Bel¬ 
videre in 1899 and formed a partnership with 
Chas. S. Kucker and Arthur F. Appleton. Mr. 
Kucker came from Waukegan, was one of the 
best known young men in the city In lodge and 
social circles, and had a large circle of friends. 
He married Miss Edith Coon, daughter of R. 
W. Coon. He died about two years ago. Mr. 
Appleton married Miss Daisy Dean, daughter of 
Judge C. B. Dean, and is now practicing at 
Spokane, Washington. Attorney Carpenter oc¬ 
cupies offices with John C. Foote in the Foote 
Block. He has been for many years associated 
with Judge Orrin N. Carter, now of the supreme 
court of the state, and spends about one third 
of his time in Chicago, assisting Judge Carter. 

P. H. O’Donnell was born in Belvidere in 1872 
and graduated nt Ann Arbor in 189S. He is at 
present state's attorney and one of the most 
prominent of Belvidere’s younger lawyers. Wil¬ 
liam Israel was born in New Jersey and was 
educated at Ann Arbor. After practicing for a 
time in Chicago, lie came to Belvidere and be¬ 
came associated with Mr. Pierce. He is now 
associated with Juclge Fuller. James M. Huff 
came from Indiana, where he had Been" practic¬ 
ing for some time, and commenced -practice in 
Belvidere about 7 years ago. He occupies a 
suite of offices on Buchanan Street, with Frank 
King. Mr. Huff has been prominent" in the 
Masons and was a member of the North Side 
school board, in addition to his legal work. 
Ernest C. Gridley comes from Winnebago Coun¬ 
ty and commenced practice in Chicago. He 
came to Belvidere about three years ago and 
has offices in the Starr Block. Arthur Tripp 
was brought up in Belvidere and is'located in 
the suite with Mr. Blester, in the Foote block. 
Irving Banks was brought up in Flora Township 
and has practiced part of the time in Belvidere 
and part of the time in Chicago. 
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Court House and Public Buildings. 

The location of the court house was decided 
upon by the commissioners named for the pur¬ 
pose, by sticking a stake in the ground where 
they thought it should be. The location se¬ 
lected was about where the present court house 
now stands. The first court house, built in 
1839-40, had two stories and a basement. Rob¬ 
ert B. Hurd, Levi Adkin, Jr., and James John¬ 
son had a great deal to do with the building 
of the structure. Before this was built the 
county commissioners’ court seems to have been 
held at Simon P. Doty’s and various other places. 
The first term of the circuit court was held at 
the “Baptist house of worship in Belvidere (the 
place appointed by the county commissioners’ 
court for holding courts in Boone County),” on 
Thursday, the fourth Monday in April, 1839. The 
judge was Dan Stone, the clerk, S. S. ‘Whitman, 
and the sheriff, Houghton C. Walker. The first 
case called was that of Ira Gould vs. Thos. O. 
Davis, an appeal from a justice court When it 
was called it appeared that it bad been settled 
out of court and was therefore dismissed. The 
Baptist meeting house then stood on the south¬ 
east corner of Van Buren Street and Hurlbut 
Avenue, where the red brick house formerly 
owned by Squire Reynolds now stands. It was 
removed directly across the street and used as 
a church building by the Unlversalists. In 1861 
it was moved next to where Moore’s Livery 
Stable now is, on West Lincoln Avenue, and was 
owned by John Gray and /rented for a paint 
shop. About 1865, it was sold to' Ira D. Hill 
and moved by him to a tract of land which he 
owned on Hurlbut Avenue, not far from where 
that street joins Lincoln Avenue. It still stands 
in quite good condition and is owned by Pundt 
and rented by him as a residence. Mrs. Adelia 
Robinson, daughter of Mr. Hill, resides on 
Madison Street, just northerly of this building, 
and is well acquainted with the facts of its his¬ 
tory. In passing, it is interesting to note that 


Mrs. Robinson, her father, daughter and grand¬ 
child, are residing at the place noted, con¬ 
stituting four generations. The. former meeting 
house is a rather low, one story structure, some- 
■ what along the lines of the New England houses. 
When Belvidere gets larger and wealthier, per¬ 
haps this interesting relic of the early days, “the 
first court house,” may be moved to the public 
park and turned into a museum. 

The present court house was completed about 
September, 1855, and stands on the hill facing 
Main Street. In the lower floor it has two 
rooms for the county superintendent of schools, 
one of which is being fitted up for the holding 
of county court; also a room for the county 
treasurer, one for the board of review, and 
one which is known as the “old jail room," 
where records are kept. The stairs go up the 
left side of the entrance and the upper floor Is 
devoted to the court room, jury room! and two 
retiring rooms for the bar. Allen 0. Fuller 
and Leonard M. Beebe were the building com¬ 
mittee for the county board, and were given a 
vote of thanks by the supervisors for their 
faithful work. The question of selling the 
building and grounds for school purposes and 
moving the court house to another site was agi¬ 
tated in 1S72. Supervisors Hall, De Munn and 
Bogardus were appointed a committee to look 
into the matter, but nothing definite ever was 
done concerning the change. 

In July, 1875, Supervisors Murch, Lambert, 
Greenlee were appointed a committee to at¬ 
tend to the erection of a fence around the pub¬ 
lic square, either posts and boards, four boards 
high, or posts and rails. Main Street was ex¬ 
tended across the square in September, 1878. 
A galvanized barb wire fence was placed on the 
west side and another fence on the east side, 
with turn-stiles in front of the buildings. 

The record office was built by Reuben Cook, 
contractor, in 1878. Ira D. Hill was superin¬ 
tendent of the work and the building committee 
•consisted of John Greenlee, John J. Foote, Wil- 
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liam Andrews and O. S. Nichols. Considerable 
repairing was done to the court house in 1880, 
the committee being W. D. Cornwell and Wil¬ 
liam D. Swail. In 1802 the city was allowed 
to place a water tower on the square. Within, 
the last few years the court house has been re¬ 
painted, remodeled and greatly improved. 

The sheriff’s residence, at the back of which 
is the county jail, stands on the mound next 
north of the court house, and is a handsome, 
well-built structure, in a very pleasant location. 


CHAPTER IX. 


BANKS—PUBLIC UTILITIES. 


HISTORY OF BANKING ENTERPRISES IN BOONE COUN¬ 
TY—LIST OF EARLY BANKERS—BATES OF INTER¬ 
EST AT DIFFERENT PERIODS-RAILROADS—EARLY 

STEAM ROADS—PRESENT* ELECTRIC LINES—FIRE 
DEPARTMENT—WATER AND LIGHT SERVICE—TELE¬ 
PHONES. 

One of the earliest bankers was Alexander 
Neely. Mr. Neely’s bank was in the red brick 
building now owned, by William R. Dodge on 
East Lincoln. Mr. Neely was at that time one 
of the most prominent men in Belvidere. The 
bank afterward failed during one of the panics, 
whfch used to cause so many failures among 
the business men in the early days. One of the 
last accounts withdrawn was that of the Presby¬ 
terian Church, by Deacon Avery, who had a 
bint of the coming failure from a friend and 
hurried to get the money out. Among the assets 
was a large number of notes of the “Wild Cat" 
currency, mostly from Milledgeville Bank of 
Georgia. The First National Bank was organ¬ 
ized in May, 1865. Allen C. Fuller was elected 
president and Newell C. Tompkins, cashier. 
Among the other presidents have been William 


S. Dunton and Mark Ramsey and the present 
one is George M. Marshall. The present cashier 
is Albert E. Loop, who has grown up from boy¬ 
hood on the north side, and who, like his father, 
Major Loop, is one of the most popular of the 
citizens. • This bank occupies, as it has for many 
years, part of the Greenlee building at the cor¬ 
ner of North State and Lincoln Avenue, and 
is one of the chief financial props of the city. 
The Second National Bank w'as founded in 1SS4. 
It occupies a very handsome white stone building 
on South State Street with large Ionic columns. 
Omar H. Wright is the president and succeeded 
D. D. Sabin in that office. Before that Gen. 
A. C. Fuller was president. Irving Terwilliger 
has been cashier for many years, and has been 
brought up in banking business since boyhood. 
The People’s Bank is an organization chartered 
under the state laws and has its bank building 
on the easterly side of State Street, near the 
bend at Logan Avenue. It was founded In 
September, 1889, and has always been very 
popular with the depositors. George M. Murch 
is the president and he succeeded William B. 
Swail. John Greenlee was cashier for many 
years, but upon his failure in health Benjamin 
Hamish was advanced to that position, which 
he fully merits by his genial and accommodating 
attention to all details of the patrons’ wants. 
The Farmer’s Bank was established in the 
spring of 1908 and occupies, the old Murch & Pet¬ 
tit building at the bend at Logan Avenue. The 
vault in the new bank is a very fine one. 
George Myers is president and A. Gates White, 
who for many years has been one of the best 
known business men at Garden Prairie, is cash¬ 
ier. The bank has a large number of stockhold¬ 
ers and has already taken its place among the 
solid financial institutions. Among the private 
banks in the early days were those of Fuller, 
Lawrence & Woods in the ’50s and Yourt, Law¬ 
rence & Company, which was organized July 15, 
1874, on the south side, and conducted by a 
board of five directors elected annually. The 
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Second National Bank was the successor of 
Xourt, Lawrence & Co. 

Interest Rates. 

The following table of interest rates in Boone 
County was compiled by Mr. Frank N. Cum¬ 
mings from the books of the Boone County Ab¬ 
stract Company. For each year since the be¬ 
ginning of county records, a large number of 
interest rates were taken from the mortgages, 
and an average taken for that year. This shows 
the price paid for the use of money, as affected 
by the business conditions in this part of the 
state, for a long time back. It is believed that 
no such table has been compiled outside of Chi¬ 
cago and that these figures will- form an inter¬ 
esting, and perhaps valuable, addition to the 
financial history of this region. 

Tear Per cent 

1874.. .. 9.62 

1875 . 9.22 

1876.. 9.14 

1877 . 9.20 

1878 . 9.21 

1879 . 8.28 

1880 . 7.36 

1881 .6.64 

1882 . 6.65 

1883.. .. 7.02 

1884 . 6.94 

1885 . 7.30 

1886 . 7.15 

1887 . 7.16 

1888 . 6.87 

1889 . 6.79 

1890 . 6.70 

1891 .6.72 

1892 . 6.51 

1893 . 6.53 

1894 . 6.74 

1895 . 6.15 

1896 . 6.33 

1897 . 6.01 

1898 . 6.10 


Tear Per cent. 

1838 .10.00 

1839 .10.46 

1840 .10.33 

1841 . 9.46 

1842 . 9.41 

1843 . 9.37 

1844 . 9.54 

1845 . 8.94 

1846.... '..7.58 

1847 . 7.69 

1848 . 7.38 

1849 . 8.70 

1850 .15.30 

1851 . 9.76 

1852 . 9.40 

1853 . 9.42 

1854 . 8.70 

1855 . 9.22 

1856 . 9.22 

1857 . 9.56 

1858 . 9.62 

9.74 
9.52 
9.38 
9.12 


Tear Per cent. Tear 

1863 . 8.76 1899.. 

1864 . 7.91. 1900.. 

1865 . 8.22 1901.. 

1866 . 8.72 1902.. 

1867 . 8.94 1903.. 

1868 . 9.02 1904.. 

1869 . 9.20 1905.. 

1870 . 9.61 1906.. 

1871 . 9.72 1907.. 

1872 . 9.80 1908.. 

1873 . 9.32 

RAILROADS. 

The chief line of railway in Boone County 
is the Freeport Division of the Chicago & North¬ 
western. This was one of the earliest railroads 
in the state and was known as the Galena and 
Chicago Union Railroad. It is interesting to note 
that the “Galena” in those days was placed be¬ 
fore the “Chicago” in the name. This road was 
in operation as far as Marengo in the summer 
or fall of MMf*and that winter, in December, 
It came to Belvidere. The first engine was 
known as the “Pioneer.” The Chicago depot was 
not far .from where the present Wells Street 
station is, being on the corner of Canal and Kln- 
zie Street. It was, a frame building of two 
stories with a cupola and a one story “L” reach¬ 
ing along the track. When the railroad came 
to Belvidere it was at first intended i > have It 
come through north of the river, as me court 
house and original town were located on that 
side and everyone expected the coming city to 
be there. However, William H. Gilman was the 
owner of a large portion of the present South 
Side of Belvidere, and through his relative, Eben- 
ezer Peck, was well acquainted with the lead¬ 
ing men in the new company. Through his in¬ 
fluence, and because there appears to have 
been some delay or opposition to securing the 
north side route, the railroad was put through 
on the south side of the river. It is stated 
that Mr. Gilman. presented the road with land 


Per cent. 
..... 5.73 

. 5.49 

. 5.67 

.5.49 

.5.75 

..... 5.64 

.5.63 

. 5.94 

. 5.78 

.5.82 
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1859. 

1860. 
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for the depot and right.of way through his 
property. No one fact, since the founding of 
Belvidere,' has ever made so great a change in 
its history. The South Side immediately began 
to’ increase in population and in importance, 
And now contains the largest part of the busi¬ 
ness interests, besides a little more than half 
■of the population. The Freeport branch runs 
almost east and west across Boone County, 
through the southerly portion of Bonus and 
Belvidere. The Kenosha Division of the North¬ 
western was afterward built, and runs in an 
■easterly and westerly direction across Caledonia 
.and Boone townships, passing through Capron, 
Poplar Grove and Argyle. It runs between Ke¬ 
nosha and Rockford. Another line of the North¬ 
western Divlsioii runs through Caledonia to¬ 
ward Beloit, Janesville, and .Madison, Wis., 
•connecting at Belvidere with the main line. It 
•crosses the Kishwaukee on a high bridge east of 
town. This bridge was burned down years ago 
and the railroad company seemed to be inclined 
to discontinue the road, but still hold the fran¬ 
chise. Through the efforts of the citizens, led by 
General Hurlbut, the road rebuilt the bridge and 
■continued the trains over this division. Another 
•branch of the Northwestern leaves the Freeport 
"Division at the mile post east of town and runs 
southeasterly across Spring Township through 
Herbert to Sycamore. The Illinois Central line, 
Tunning between Chicago and Rockford and 
other western points, crosses the county in the 
•southerly part of Flora, the station being at 
Irene. A very small portion of the Northwest¬ 
ern also crosses the extreme northeastern part 
•of Le Roy, running to Sharon, Wis. 

Electric Lines. 

In 1901, the Belvidere & Rockford Electric 
line was put in. This starts on Pleasant Street 
near State and runs along by the Northwestern 
line until about half a mile from the western 
edge of the county, where it runs south. It 
crosses the tracks again at Cherry Valley and 


thereafter continues in the same general direc¬ 
tion to Rockford connecting there with . Free¬ 
port, and the Beloit and Janesville lines. The 
passenger station was first located in the back 
part of the Hopkins building, but afterwards 
the building occupied as Fulkerson’s Machine 
shop was turned into a station, which it now 
occupies. 

When the Rockford line was built there was 
still a space between Belvidere and Elgin not j 
covered by an electric line, but recently a rail¬ 
road was built between these two cities, thereby 
connecting Belvidere, as well as parts west of 
it, with Chicago. This road also starts at the 
comer of State and Pleasant Streets and uses 
the tracks of the Belvidere local line for a short 
distance down State Street. A cement bridge 
near Camp Epworth on this road Is said to be 
quite a feat in bridge construction. The Belvi¬ 
dere local line was put- in in 1896, and was 
largely owned and controlled by John Roach, 
the Chicago traction expert. It has a line run¬ 
ning from the southerly part of South State- 
Street along State Street to General Fuller's 
corner on the north side, where it turns and 
runs to the cemetery. Another line goes out 
West Lincoln Avenue to the fair grounds. The 
barns of this line, near the cemetery, were burned 
in 1908. 

Fire Department. 

During all the early years of Belvidere there 
was no regularly organized fire department, 
either paid or volunteer. Whten a blaze was 
discovered the citizens turned out in force, and 
under the direction of some natural leader, 
such as Gen. A. C. Fuller, Ezra May or Wil¬ 
liam Haywood, organized a bucket brigade and 
quenched the flames. There were also two gar¬ 
den engines in town, one on the south side owned 
by R. J. Tousley, afterward proprietor of the 
Julien House, and one on the north side owned 
by A. E. Jenner. With these two contrivances, 
which were small tanks, each fitted with a pump 
and small hose, and operated by one man at 
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the lever and one at the nozzle, and with an 
enthusiastic bucket brigade, many fierce con¬ 
flagrations were subdued. 

One of the largest fires of those early days 
occurred in the building at the corner of North 
State and Lincoln Avenue, now occupied by Mr. 
Dempsey, but which at that time belonged to 
Alexander Neely and contained the postoffice, a 
dry goods and • a drug store. The fire was 
started about 6 o’clock one Sunday evening by 
some alcohol fumes, which had .escaped from a 
barrel in the drug store, being ignited from a 
match. The whole building burned down. Of 
the postoffice the key of the mail bag alone was 
saved, as the postmaster, E. D. Ransom, had it 
in his pocket. 

In 1S58 or 1859, a wooden hotel, run by 
Ephraim Morely on the ground where the Julien 
House now stands, burned down; and in the 
’60s another wooden hotel, situated where Rei¬ 
chert Bros., hardware is at present, and a church 
on the site of the present South Baptist Church, 
both fell prey to flames. 

The destruction of the old Union hall took 
place in 1S60. This was a large three story 
building on the southwest corner of Lincoln Ave¬ 
nue and State Street. The ground floor was 
occupied by four stores and an entrance to the 
hall; the second floor contained offices; and the 
top floor was a large public hall. The fire was 
started by a clerk in one of the stores, attempt¬ 
ing to fill a lighted lamp with kerosene, the 
flames caught a row of dry goods hanging over¬ 
head and soon spread to the entire building, 

• quickly reducing it to ashes. 

Perhaps the most serious fire of recent years 
•was the destruction of Union hall, where Der- 
thick’s opera house dow stands, which will be 
remembered by most of the readers. The Colum¬ 
bia Heating Co. plant, in 1908, was another spec¬ 
tacular blaze. 

After the city water works was established, 
ilt became possible to fight fires with pressure 
direct from the mains. A truck and hose cart 


were thereupon purchased, together with grounds 
and a building for headquarters of the depart¬ 
ment, and a volunteer company was formed. The 
building was purchased from the estate of Wil¬ 
liam Haywood and paid for by the city, July 
6, 1886. It is situated on North State Street 
and is still headquarters for the department. 
In April, 1896, the paid fire company was started. 
The chiefs have been Frank McCoy, Charles 
Braden and Frank Clark. Within the last six 
or seven years a second fire station has been 
built on Whitney Street, near the Julien House. 
Considerable will be found in the extracts from 
the “Standard” concerning the organization of 
the fire department and the serious fires which 
have taken place. 

Water and Light. 

Considerable will be found in the extracts 
from the old “Standard” as to the water and 
light service of Belvidere, and it will not be 
repeated here.. The water is excellent. It has 
been obtained from an artesian well on the South 
Side, near where Caswell Street strikes the 
river. Just recently a new artesian well has 
been put down near the city primping station at 
Meadow and Whitney streets. A stand pipe 
formerly stood on the Public Square near Main 
Street on the North Side, but as it commenced 
to lean to one side the city (not wishing to be 
another Pisa) had it pulled down. County Clerk 
William Bowley purchased the iron base and 
uses it for a fish pond in his yard. There is 
another stand pipe on the South Side near 
Union Avenue and Fifth Street. 

The gas plant is situated on the river road, 
west of town. Gas lighting has been superseded 
by electricity and the streets are lighted with 
arc lights. The power is furnished by the Pub¬ 
lic Service Operating Company, located on 
Whitney Street near Locust. This company also 
furnishes what is known as “city heat," being a 
hot water system laid under some of the streets 
of the South Side. 
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Telephones. 

The telephone service is furnished largely by 
two companies. The Belvidere Telephone Com¬ 
pany is a local concern, the stock being mostly 
held in this county. It gives good service and 
recently put in a very modern equipment at a 
large expense. Among those who have been 
prominent in running this company are Messrs. 
J. R, Balliet, M. C. Marean, Wm. Marean, and 
F. D. Rowan. C. L. Brown has been the man¬ 
ager for many years. The central office is lo¬ 
cated over the Second National Bank. 

The Bell Telephone Company, Belvidere sys¬ 
tem, was started August 1, 1883. Frank Plane 
installed the plant and was manager for 21 
years. The first central headquarters were lo¬ 
cated in the hardware store run by Mr. Plane’s 
father, now the Reichert block. In a few years 
the central was moved to a location on South 
State Street, near the Brackett House, where it 
remained for many years. A few years ago it 
was removed to the tldelowlsh block, on the west 
side of State Street, near Locust. Mr. Plane 
is now the manager of the “Rural” telephone 
which is a branch of the Bell system, and has 
its central office *in the stone building near the 
railroad track occupied by Mr. Plane as a screen 
door factory. 


CHAPTER X. 

INDUSTRIAL. 


BOONE COUNTY A FARMING DISTRICT—AGRICULTUR¬ 
AL CONDITIONS AND ENTERPRISES—BOONE COUNTY 
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY—ITS FIRST OFFICERS— 
THE DAIRYING INDUSTRY—STOCK-RAISING—NUM¬ 
BER AND VALUE OF LIVE STOCK IN BOONE COUN¬ 
TY IN 1896 AND 1908—SHEEP YARDS—BELVIDEBE 
GRAIN ELEVATOR—LAND VALUES—MANUFACTUR¬ 
ING INDUSTRIES—NATIONAL SEWING MACHINE 


COMPANY—COLUMBIA HEATING COMPANY—COR¬ 
SET’ AND ' PIANO FACTORIES—THE BORDEN CON¬ 
DENSED MILK COMPANY. 

Boone County is essentially a farming com¬ 
munity. With the exception of Belvidere City, 
there are very few manufacturing industries, ex¬ 
cept creameries, and the county contains some 
280 square miles of fine farm land. While the soil 
is perhaps not as rich and productive as in the 
^>lack soil region, a few counties south, yet it 
will hold Its own in any part of the world, and 
there are few communities in this country that 
present a more prosperous, neat and well kept 
lot of farms than our own “Little Boone." Con¬ 
siderable will appear in other parts of this work 
concerning the agriculture of the county, and 
probably a majority of our foremost men writ¬ 
ten of here have been farmers. So that, under 
this head, we will only attempt in this place to 
sum up in a general way concerning the subject. 
In the early days of the county, farming was of 
course about the only industry, excepting 6aw 
and grist mills, and the few stores and taverns 
that were established for the benefit of the farm¬ 
ers. The principal crop at that time seems to 
have been wheat, and many tales are told of 
hauling it to Chicago and selling at a price which 
would barely pay the expense of hauling. There 
is at present very little wheat raised in the 
county, most of the crops being corn and oats, 
besides some rye and considerable hay. At one 
time, Mr. Bogardus raised considerable broom 
com, and Marcellus G. Leonard endeavored to 
start sugar cane growing. There was also, un¬ 
til recently, considerable truck farming in the 
vicinity of the Coleman and Lyon canning plants, 
for the purpose of raising vegetables to be canned. 
The Boone County Agricultural Society was 
formed in the spring of 1865, the meeting being 
held at Plane’s Hail, April 25th, of that year. 
Isaac Miller was chairman of the meeting and 
Ellas Congdon, Stephen A. Hurlbut, and M. G. 
Leonard were appointed as a committee to draft 
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the constitution and by-laws. The officers for 
the first year were as follows: 

President, Allen C. Fuller; Vice-President, 
John Stockbam; Secretary and Treasurer, George 
J. Wood; Directors, Frederick P. Low, Flora; 
Wjah Hotchkiss, Belvidere; Martin V. Gilbert, 
Caledonia; Hiram Hopkins, Manchester; E. L. 
Tisdell, LeRoy; Willett Webster, Boone; H. W. 
Pier, Bonus; C. F. Witt, Spring. The Fair was 
held most of the years from the organization until 
1867 with a varying degree of success. Those 
who assisted in the work are entitled to a great 
deal of credit for their work in keeping together 
the institution and furnishing to the people of 
the county this incentive to the successful pro¬ 
duction of choice agricultural specimens. In 1867 
the fair grounds were moved from their early 
location, near Belvidere cemetery, to the pres¬ 
ent location, a tract on the north side of the river, 
west of Belvidere. In 1S71 the society was made 
a joint stock company with a capital of 85,000, 
in shares of $10 each. Most of the stock is held 
in rather small blocks among a number of citi¬ 
zens. The fair is held in the fall of each year 
and is well attended. It has been a great help 
toward maintaining a high standard in stock 
raising and agricultural products in Boone 
County. Further items as to agriculture and 
stock raising will be found in the extracts from 
the “Standard.” 

Land Values. 

Land values in Boone County, when entered 
from the government, were as in all other dis¬ 
tricts $1.25 per acre, which was the price fixed 
by law. The school sections were sold by the 
commissioners at quite an early date, at the best 
price that could then be obtained. 

Land in Boone County, while not so high' in 
price as that one hundred miles or so further 
south, is not by any means what could be called 
cheap land either In quality or price. Generally 
speaking, the land ranges from $75 to $125 per 
acre, the latter price being just one hundred 
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times what it was seventy years ago. Some of l 
the finest farms, particularly those near Belvi- ' ; 
dere or which have unusually excellent improve¬ 
ments, run as high as $150 per acre, or perhaps 
more. A little less than $100 may be taken as an 
average value of good farm land in the county, 
in round figures. A few years ago land values 
took a decided jump and many farms changed 
hands at high prices. The number of transfers 
lately has not been very large, but Boone County 
land makes a very good investment for money 
and no decided lowering in value has taken 
place, nor is it likely to for many years. 

Tn order to give some idea of the fluctuation 
in values, we have compiled from the records 
and other sources the following table of compar¬ 
ative values of Boone County farm lands, per 
acre, at various times: 


Year Per acre 

1S40.$ 1.75 

1850..'. 4.50 

1860. 16.50 

1870 . 35.00 

1880. 31.75 

1890.. 51.00 

1900., 65.00 

1906. 100.00 


Stock-Raising. 

While there is considerable blooded stock- 
raising in Boone County, the number of horses 
and cattle' raised here is not so great as form¬ 
erly, as more attention is being paid to dairying 
and many of the cows are shipped in for that 
purpose. It is impossible within the limits of 
this work to name even a fraction of those 
who now are, or formerly have been, successful 
in raising stock, but a few names will be given 
in that connection. 

In Spring Township the Meyers family, in¬ 
cluding Charles J., John, Dan and George, are 
prominent horse-raisers, and very successful in 
that liue of stock-raising. West of Poplar 
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Grove, the Merritts (Robert, Mark and Frank) 
raise a large number of cattle and horses. On 
Bonus the Porters, McMasters, Herberts, and 
Searses have been successful raisers of stock. In 
the northern part the Goodalls (William and 
Robert) have raised a number of cattle and 
hogs. Captain James Humphrey in the past was 
a successful raiser of Durham cattle, and Wil¬ 
liam E. Gorham still raises a number of that" 
breed. Charles Blake has made a specialty of 
Holsteins. The Morgan horses have long been 
a favorite in this vicinity and there are quite a 
number of that strain in the county. Dr. Haw¬ 
key usually has some very fast horses on the 
track and is considered one of the experts in that 
line. William H. Shaw has a large'farm near 
Newburgh, where he raises some fine stock. 
Frank King raises a large number of small 
Shetland ponies on his farms in Flora. Among 
the other stock-raisers are Fred Covey, John 
Larson on the Hale fnrm, and George Grummon 
on his farm. 

The following figures show the number of 
different kinds of stock in the county- in six of 
the townships in 1S90: 


LIVE-STOCK IN 1908. 

Flora 908 ?OR S - eS Mules Sheep Hogs 

fe ® as 1 lit 1:18 b 

South 406 on 

Belvidere 5 2 

North 216 47 o no 

Caledonia 932 2,992 I 1336 0173 

Manchester 706 2,541 12 o’oli 1927 

Spring 1,096 3,006 6 orr 1905 

Bonus 915 3367 ggs 1 50R 

a°& in is? . ill 

Full value. .|57o!525 $ 5 il$S $2,8^ ,2 Ifd 

The following figures show the number of the 
different kinds of stock in the county in 1908. 
These figures being from the tax books, it is 
probable that they are, if anything, less than 
the full number and much less than the full 
value: 

Live-stock in Six Townships. 

S “f gl 

ssrsi | I Iff 


It will be noticed that, generally speaking, the 
most horses are in the southern part of the 
county, Spring and Flora Townships having the 
greatest number, except Belvidere, which in¬ 
cludes the city. The cattle are more evenly dis¬ 
tributed. As to sheep, the northern part of the 
co'- .ty has the largest number. As to hogs, the 
■nup ber (outside of Belvidere city) does not 
vary much in the several townships. The aver¬ 
age value of horses, as shown by the assessors’ 
tables, is $73; of cows, $23; of mules, $73; of 
sheep, $4.2S, and of hogs, $6.42. 

Stock-raising, and particularly the dairy and 
sheep interests, form a very important part of 
the wealth of Boone County. 

Dairying. 

Much of thq land in the county is used as pas¬ 
ture for grazing cattle, Boone County lying to¬ 
ward the western edge of the great dairy region 
of which Elgin is the center. Much of the milk 
is carried each morning to the Borden’s Con¬ 
densing factory at Belvidere, Cornell’s at Garden 
Prairie, Wait Creamery in Belvidere, and a 
number of other creameries scattered through 
the county. Dairy products form a large part 
of the wealth of the community. 

Sheep Yards. 

About four years ago Marshall Bros., acting in 
conjunction with the Northwestern railroad, 
established a large sheep yards in the north¬ 
easterly part of town. The land was purchased 
from the Duntons and lies near to the round 
house and easterly of the north yards. A very 
long platform for unloading the sheep from the 
stock cars runs along the western edge. There are 
also large sheds capable of holding thousands of 
sheep at a time, and an elevator which rises as 
a conspicuous land mark toward that part of 
town. There is also a very complete shearing 
shed, in which the sheep are washed and then 
sheared by machine very rapidly. The sheep 
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are brought by train from the far west and are 
unloaded (usually at night) into the yards. The 
shipper goes on to Chicago, the sheep in the 
meantime being fed in the sheds or on the 
Wheeler farm or some of the farms in the local¬ 
ity. When the shipper decides to sell, he can 
telegraph to Belvidere in the evening and, on 
the following morning, the sheep will be in Chi¬ 
cago, fat and healthy, and not weary from the 
long ride from the west. 

Elevator. 

The Stone elevator near the Northwestern 
depot was erected in 1S51 by William H. Gilman. 
Several years afterward it was sold to Reed & 
Congdon and converted Into a flour mill. In 
1860 or ’61 M; G. Leonard purchased it and 
took out the mill machinery, making it again an 
elevator. Mr. Leonard sold it to the firm of 
Marshall Bros., composed of George M. and 
Taylor Z. Marshall, and they ran it in connection 
with their coal and feed business until somewhere 
about five years ago, when they sold it to Hyland 
Bros., formerly of Cherry Valley, who still con¬ 
tinue to run it. George Marshall accepted the 
presidency of the First National Bank, while 
Taylor Z. has charge of the sheep yards. 

MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES. 

The National Sewing Machine Company is so 
well known in Belvidere, and so important to the 
well-being of the town, that it is-not advisable 
to try to give within the limits of this volume 
the space its relative Importance In the life of 
the community would entitle it to. Some of the 
facts as to its early history have been told in 
extracts from the “Standard” and can be found 
in that portion of this history. It was jtarted 
by the June Manufacturing Company and run 
largely by the June Bros., but for many years 
the present management, of which B. Eldredge is 
the head, has been in charge and has made it 
the immense concern it now is. Until about 
seven or eight years ago the plant was bounded 


by State and Main Streets on the east and west, 
by the river north and Meadow Street on the 
south. The principal' departments are the tool 
room, the polishing room, the plating, room, the 
press and stand department, the japanning room, 
the foundry, the shipping room, the mill room, 
the automatic screw department, the assembling 
room. The principal output of the “National” 
is sewing machines and they are made at all 
prices and in many varieties. Most of them are 
known as the “Eldredge” machine of various 
styles, but a large number have been supplied 
at various times to the mail order houses in 
Chicago. During the time when bicycles were 
popular, the National turned out some very high 
grade wheels, known as the “Eldredge” and 
“Belvidere,” but not much work is done along 
this line at present. When automobiles first be¬ 
gan to attain prominence considerable experi¬ 
mental work was done in designing an automo¬ 
bile, but the manufacture of those vehicles has 
been practically discontinued. About seven years 
ago a large addition was made to the factory on 
the east side of Main Street, including a foundry 
and a large brick building. The opening of the 
new addition was. celebrated by a ball, which 
probably was the largest social event ever given 
in Belvidere. The assassination of President 
McKinley took place about the time the new 
foundry was completed, and the public funeral 
services in Belvidere were held there, Judge 
Fuller being the speaker, and a very large num¬ 
ber of citizens being present to express their 
grief over the loss of .their beloved president. 
It would be impossible in tlife limits of this 
article to set down the names of the men who 
have contributed to making the company what It 
is, either as officers, foremen, machinists or foun- 
drymen. Those at the head have 'been B. El¬ 
dredge, president; Franklin Eldredge, vice-presi¬ 
dent; David Patton, secretary, and Messrs. 
Frank Goodrich, Willis S. Brown, W. H. Moore 
and L. W. Conkling. The National has always 
had the good will of its employes; its sewing 
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machines and its bicycles have always been of 
the very best workmanship, and upon its pros¬ 
perity depends largely the prosperity of Belvi¬ 
dere from time to time. Little more need be 
said than that in a business way it is the pride 
of Belvidere and its chief manufacturing in¬ 
dustry. 

Columbia Heating Company. 

The Columbia Heating Company was organized 
in the early part of 1901', for the manufacture 
of steam and hot water heaters, originated by 
Eugene M. Fancher. The company was organized 
for $35,000 and a plant Was erected on the river 
road, southwest of town. The officers were S. 
L. Covey, president; Geo. M. Marshall, vice- 
president; Francis King, secretary (who was 
succeeded by Richard V. Carpenter); T. A. 
Hovey, treasurer; E. M. Fancher, general man¬ 
ager. The furnaces were known as the “Flor¬ 
ence” heaters and boilers, after Mr. Fancher’s 
wife, who was a Belvidere girl, Mr. Fancher be¬ 
ing a resident of Chicago. The products of the 
factory found good sale and, after a few years of 
business, it was found necessary to increase the 
capital stock to $125,000. Jn negotiating for 
the sale of the surplus, the company became ac¬ 
quainted with Charles E. Pope, of Chicago, and 
Mr. Pope, having offered a good price for the 
whole interest, all the stockholders sold to him 
and the company was thereafter conducted by 
him. In June, 1908, the plant caught Are and 
was practically destroyed, the fire being a very 
hot one and attended by large numbers of people. 
On account of t&e distance from town the water 
pressure was very limited and the efforts of the 
fire department to save the building were un¬ 
availing. The early superintendents of the plant 
were Charles Gran and Gus Peterson. 

Cobset Factoby. 

When the Columbia Heating Co. plant was 
built, the stockholders as individuals 'also pur¬ 
chased about twenty-five acres in the vicinity 


which they platted as ‘'Columbia Subdivision.” 
Included in the tract was also some land owned 
by Benjamin Fry and the.poultry and truck farm 
now run by Bert Lucas. Later, on the “Belvi¬ 
dere Commercial Club” negotiated with the Clas¬ 
sic Corset Co. to run a factory in Belvidere, and 
the lots in Columbia, subdivision were purchased, 
subscriptions were received from the business 
men and a factory erected on some of the lots, 
the remainder being distributed among the sub¬ 
scribers. The Classic Corset Company did not 
establish a factory in the building, but it was 
turned over to the H. M. Goddard Company, a 
very successful firm of corset manufacturers hav¬ 
ing their headquarters in Chicago. The factory 
is now- one of the important institutions of Bel¬ 
videre, and has a large number of employes, 
mostly young women. 

Piano Factoby. 

In 1907 the Fuehr & Stemmer Plano Company, 
largely through the efforts of Rev. Heinemann, 
signified its willingness to remove its plant to 
Belvidere from Oak Park, providing some in¬ 
ducements were offered toward establishing it 
In its new location. Through the efforts of Omar 
H. Wright, P. R. Kennedy and others of the Bus¬ 
iness Men’s Association, the building in Fairview 
formerly occupied by the Lyon Canning Co. was 
secured and fitted up. The company now occu¬ 
pies it to the full capacity of the plant, turning 
out high grade pianos and employing a large 
number of skilled workmen, many of whom 
came with the company from its former location. 

Mills. 

The Big Thunder Mills were built in 1845 by 
Alexander Neeley and Harvey D. May. They 
were run as flour mills for some time and were 
afterwards turned into a machine shop by the 
Cox Bros, for the manufacture of small hard¬ 
ware specialties. Afterwards they were used 
by the Big Thunder Manufacturing Company of 
which Geo. Greenlee, Jr. was the principal owner,. 
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for the manufacture of sewing machine shuttles 
and other small steel articles. 

The Baltic Mills were erected in 1845 by the 
. Crosby Company, in the general locality used in 
the early days by Dr. King and others for mills. 
These mills were afterward owned by James B. 
Martyn and the Johnstons, The Baltic mill 
dam is of considerable Importance to Belvidere 
on account of the change it makes in the height 
of the river. 

Borden Milk Company. 

Borden’s Condensed Milk Company has a large 
plant on the south side of the Kishwaukee River 
between the Beloit branch of the railroad and 
the land owned by the National, It was estab¬ 
lished about 1S95. This Is a very important in¬ 
stitution to the county, because It buys much of 
the milk from the farmers. The plant, in com-' 
mon with all of the -plants of this large com¬ 
pany, is very pleasing from its neat appearance 
and the care taken in the different processes. 
W. H. Shearman Is the manager. J. H. South¬ 
ard preceded him. In connection with the plant 
a large ice house is operated. 


CHAPTER XI. 

EDUCATIONAL. 


FIRST SCHOOLS IN BOONE COUNTY—WIVES AND 
DAUGHTERS OF PIONEERS—THE FIRST TEACHERS— 
PRESENT STATUS OF THE SCHOOL SYSTEM AND 
PRINCIPAL SCHOOL BUILDINGS—PROMINENT CIT¬ 
IZENS WHO WERE EARLY TEACHERS—GERMAN 
PAROCHIAL SCHOOL—BELVIDERE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

The first schools in Boone County were taught 
under the shade of the trees by the wives and 
daughters of some of the early .settlers. Among 
these was that held by Mrs. Lawrence in Bonus 
at a very early day. Among the first buildings 
erected in Boone County was the “Newton Acad¬ 


emy,” which stood on the block afterwards 
owned by Squire De Munn on Madison Street, 
in Belvidere. The frame work, at least, of this 
building was erected about 1837, and it was 
evidently intended to be an Institution of some 
size and literary merit. A number of the old 
citizens in Belvidere went to the old academy 
on the hill. The writer was told of one of the 
pupils who jumped out of the window and rushed 
down the hill and across lots to the river when 
the first train came through on the railroad, and 
was followed at full speed by the teacher, more 
interested in catching him than in seeing the 
train. Scattered all through the county are the 
district schools, those centers of education where 
the boys and girls nre'trained to make good citi¬ 
zens. Each of these districts and the communi¬ 
ties whose children attend them would make a 
history in itself, but within the limits of this 
volume little can be said of the details. Among 
the school houses are the Burr Oak in LeRoy,' 
Lawrenceville in Bonus, Rollins, White Pigeon, 
Sager’s Comers in Belvidere, Quail Trap in Cale¬ 
donia, Flora Center in Flora, Porter School In 
Bonus. Some of the most prominent and useful 
citizens in the county have taught school in these 
little district school houses and many of the 
fondest memories of the citizens cluster around 
their worn benches, the sound of their bells, and 
the nooks and corners of their play grounds. 
In Belvidere there are now two school districts, 
the north and the south, each with its sep¬ 
arate board, of education, superintendent, and 
teachers. In 1907 and 1908 the proposition to 
consolidate the districts, was voted on, but failed 
on both occasions. The Main Street School is 
located at the corner of Main Street and Perry, 
on land purchased from the county years ago by 
the school trustees, and which formerly was part 
of the Public Square. General Hurlbut was ap¬ 
pointed by the county authorities as a commis¬ 
sioner to convey the land. Fred Relwoldt has 
been the efficient janitor for about 18 years. 
The Perry Street School has only been in opera- 
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tion about six or seven years. It Is located In farm and devotes considerable attention to agri- 


tbe westerly part of town on Perry Street, in a 
■ high and sightly location. The superintendents 
of the North Side School for several years 
past have been Prof. Snyder, Prof. Knapp, and 
the present superintendent, Prof. Eugene Merri- 
man. Miss Flora Fellows is the principal of 
the Main Street School, Ida Van Epps is the 
principal of the Perry Street School. On the 
south side there are two school buildings located 
on the corner of Pearl and First Streets. One 
of these is a red brick building, being the older 
of the two, and the other building of yellow 
pressed brick. There is also the Logan Avenue 
School, a brick structure built about eleven 
years ago. The superintendents of the South 
Side Schools for many years past have been as 
follows: Prof. J. G. Lucas, Prof. DeGroff, Dr. 
Montgomery Moore, Prof. C. ‘ H. LeVltt The 
principals of the high school have been as fol¬ 
lows : Miss Longley, Miss Porteus, Miss Llndley, 
Prof. Bardlne, Miss Myrtle Strickler. 

, Among the foremost educators of the county 
was Henry J. Sherrill. Mr. Sherrill was born 
in Madison County, N. V., April 28, 1824. He 
lived in that state for 42 years and was a teacher 
most of the time. He came to Belvidere in I860 
and was principal of the North Belvidere School 
for many years. His widow, formerly Miss Alice 
Bentley, survived him and is one of Belvi- 
dere’s most talented ladies, as is also her sister, 
Mrs. A. O. Wltbeck. Mr. Sherrill was after¬ 
wards elected county superintendent and served 
in that capacity for a number of years, until his 
resignation. Mrs. Mary Creary was county 
superintendent of schools in the ’70s. She was 
born in New York, in 1846 and came west in 
1856. She was educated at Rockford Seminary and 
Yasser College and after a few years of teaching 
was married and settled in Belvidere. She con- 
.tinued to teach in the High School and In 1873 
was elected county superintendent. Prof. Levi 
R. Fitzer was county superintendent from 1897 
to 1901. Mr. Fitzer now lives on the Hildrup 


culture. The present county superintendent is 
Prof. Jackson G. Lucas. Mr. Lucas comes of the 
family which has been prominent in Flora since 
the earliest days. He was principal of the south 
side schools and assistant postmaster at Belvi¬ 
dere. Many of Belvidere’s young men and 
women look back to the time when they were 
under “Jack’s” tuition with great pleasure, and 
realize how much he helped them, not only in 
getting an education, but in building a character. 

The following excellent article on the early 
schools was written by a lady correspondent of 
the “Standard” some years ago: 

“All schools were elective until 1850. By this 
is meant that any one desiring to teach, engaged 
a room and then went about soliciting pupils, 
who paid a regular tuition. The - first school of 
this kind, and in fact the first school held in Bel¬ 
videre was taught by Miss Cates, in 1837, at the 
corner of the present State Street and Lincoln 
Avenue, near the hardware store of Greenlee & 
Son. 

“As these schools were conducted by single in¬ 
dividuals they were not kept up long and in 1S38 
another school of the same nnture was started by 
Miss Sheldon at the corner of State and Perry 
Streets. In 1839 Miss Penny continued a school 
in the same place and Miss King opened a school 
on State Street. 

“In 1S44 Belvidere could boast of an academy; 
this was on Perry Street between Hancock and 
Webster Streets. It was u graded school con¬ 
sisting of three departments. The brother of 
Margaret Fuller was a noted teacher nt the 
time. The building was set on fire at one time. 
School was kept up here nearly six years and 
then gradually declined but it was at one time in 
good standing and bad scholars from several 
different states. 

“After 1845, Mr. Pettit organized a school in a 
part of the old Baptist Church and afterwards 
taught in this place in all eight years. His schol¬ 
ars were from six years of age to twenty-seven. 
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Pupils came from the country around and used 
every kind of book imaginable. 

“An attempt was made to establish a school on. 
the south side in 1844 but was abandoned after 
one year. 

“In 1846 Mr. Phillips had a school in the base¬ 
ment of the Baptist Church. 

“About this time successful efforts were made 
to start a public school system here. This was 
done by using the money which came from the 
school lands, by renting and afterwards selling 
them. These lands occupied the sixteenth sec¬ 
tion of each township and were held by the state 
till they reached a certain value, when they were 
sold and the money used in the building of the 
public school house. 

“In 1S50, the stone pnrt of our present (north 
side) building was completed, being the first 
public school house in the county. There were 
three rooms. Mr. Rogers taught at the time. 
One of the principal events in the history of the 
old stone part was an entertainment which took 
place there, the prominent feature of it being 
that the floor went down, leaving some of the 
audience seated high above all others in the win¬ 
dows. 

“In 1858-0 there was added to the stone build¬ 
ing another and larger one of brick costing $8,- 
000.00. Tou may be sure that this was a great 
undertaking for so small a place and caused a 
rise in taxes, so that many of the people at that 
time thought it wns far too great an expenditure. 

“Mr. Foster was the first teacher, followed by 
Mr. Bush, Mr. Andrews, Mr. Snyder, and then 
by Mr. Sherrill who was an earnest and faith¬ 
ful teacher here for many years.” 

Mr. W. H. Durham, who was county superin¬ 
tendent of schools in the early days, is now living 
at Healdsburg, Cal., and furnishes us with the 
following: 

“I came to Garden Prairie in A. D. 1SG3, as a 
teacher In the public school of that place. The 
little old school-house north of the railroad was 
headquarters for the school. There were over 


100 pupils of, all grades, mostly adults. The 
studies consisted of reading, writing, spelling, 
arithmetic, grammar, geography, history, map¬ 
drawing, algebra and mental arithmetic, with 
only one teacher and poor accommodations. The 
school had to be thoroughly classified, thorough 
and careful discipline had to be adhered to, with 
a minute program for all of the classes. The 
teacher was successful and the school was quite 
interesting for that kind of a school. Many of 
the substantial people who were pupils then, now 
have families and their families are some of the 
pupils who grace the new and improved school 
houses, properly graded, with many or all of the 
modern improvements in furniture and teaching. 
After the school year closed the teacher turned 
ills attention to agriculture, purchasing a farm of 
170 acres known as the Dr. Lewis farm, now the 
north part of Camp Epworth. I bought the farm 
for ten dollars per acre. I owned it nearly three 
years and sold the same for twenty dollars per 
acre. Now, the farm is worth at least $125.00 
per acre. While living here I was elected county 
superintendent of schools of Boone County, moved 
to Belvidere in the autumn of '05 and entered 
upon the duties of that office. Public and private 
examinations were held throughout the county. 
Some of those receiving certificates, now promi¬ 
nent men and ladies, I will mention here, who are 
still living and ornaments to society and people 
of ability from a business standpoint and integ¬ 
rity of character, and successful in all of their un¬ 
dertakings, as also they were as teachers. I 
mention first, Hon. C. E. Fuller, M. C., J. R. 
Balliet and his esteemed wife, Mrs. Sherrill and 
Mrs. Witbeck. Miss Flora Fellows, who’is now 
a teacher in N. B. School and very successful, 
Mr. Cowan of Poplar Grove. I now recall the 
names Messrs. Sherrill, Gibson, Geo. Rlx, princi¬ 
pals, the first mentioned have passed away. I 
desire to mention Mr. F. I. Hall, of Flora, a 
teacher who turned out some of the best trained 
business young men and ladies for the time of 
any schools in Boone County.” 
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Among the early teachers was Miss Harriet 
King, daughter of Rev. Dr. John S. King. An¬ 
other of the pioneer teachers was Miss Rebecca 
Loop, a sister to Mrs. John K. Towner, who 
taught a school in the winter of 1S36-7 at the 
Towner family residence on the north side. 

In October, 1845. D. B. Pettit commenced , a 
select school with eighty-six scholars, in the old 
Baptist church, of which we have spoken. He 
I continued this school for six months, when he 
went east, remained absent a few months, and 
returning,' resumed teaching. During Mr. Pet- 
j tit’s absence, his school was continued by Jere¬ 
miah Phillips, who came here in February, 1S4G, 
to visit a sister, and while making this visit en¬ 
gaged in teaching penmanship. After Pettit’s 
return, he and' Mr. Phillips were engaged in 
teaching for six years, occupying rooms wherever 
they could be obtained, sometimes in the court¬ 
house and sometimes in second stories of busi¬ 
ness houses; a part of the time occupying the 
old academy. 

About this time (1842) the lands had become 
taxable, and the people wealthy enough to main¬ 
tain public schools, and to build school-houses. 
In town and country the good work was prose¬ 
cuted. About 1S54 the stone part of the public 
school building in the court house square was 
undertaken, and when completed was the most 
pretentious school building in the county. In 
1857-S a brick addition was built, affording ac¬ 
commodations for 400 scholars. 

German Parochial School. —This school 
was started in 1SS6 on the South Side. It was 
first kept by Rev. Theodore Kohn; Rev. E. 
Heinemann also ran it for four years. The 
first teacher called was August Hoffman, the 
second Martin Schreiner, the third John Richert, 
and the present teacher is L. Abraham. The 
present school building on West Boone Street 
was built in 1906. and. cost about 86,000. The 
average number of pupils is about 50. 

Public Library. 

The growth of the Public Library from a small 


organization, started by the ladies, to a public 
institution run by the city, has been traced in 
the extracts from the “Standard.” The institu¬ 
tion now supplies the reading part of the com¬ 
munity with books, so far as the library accom¬ 
modations will admit. The library is quartered 
on a part of the upper floor of the city building, 
over the postoffice. The directors hope that 
when the postoffice is removed to the new 
building, the library will be able to occupj' a 
whole floor, so as to give accommodation for the 
reading and reference rooms that are needed so 
much. The librarian is Miss Mary Crandall. 


CHAPTER XII. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

first newspaper in belvidere issued in 1847— 

THE STANDARD FOUNDED BY RALPH ROBERTS IN 

1S51-OTHER PAPERS OF A LATER PERIOD-THE 

DAILY REPUBLICAN THE LEADING NEWSPAPER OF 
BELVIDERE. 

The “Belvidere Republican" was a Whig organ 
commenced in 1S47, by J. W. Snow and ran for 
about two years. The former history of Boone 
County states that its last number was printed 
on brown paper. 

The "Belvidere Standard” was commenced in 
1801 by Ralph Roberts and was an excellent 
paper for a young community. It was Demo¬ 
cratic in politics up to the organization of the 
Republican party in 1856, when it become a 
strong advocate of that party. General Allen 
C. Fuller preserved the copies of the “Standard” 
from I860 to 1893 and the bound volumes were 
presented at his death to the Public Library, 
from which much of this history has been drawn. 
Mr. Roberts was born in East Hartford, Conn., 
December 24, 1824, and afterward lived in New 
York City, Chicago, and Woodstock. He came 
to this county in 1851. 



HISTORY OF BOONE COUNTY 


729 


The “Northwestern” was commenced in Jan- 
nary, 1867, by E. H. Talbott. In 1870 it was 
purchased by Eenben W. Coon. It was printed 
in rooms over Geo. B. Ames’ store, and then in 
Charles Dean’s building near the railroad track. 
In 1875, iti was removed to the' Sabin building 
where Hovey & Schaffer’s store now is. After¬ 
ward it was removed to a building devoted ex¬ 
clusively to the paper on the easterly side of 
State Street, a few doors north of the railroad 
track. Afterwards, in 1888, the paper was sold 
to Alson H. Keeler and was continued with con¬ 
siderable success until about 1899 when it was 
sold to Mr. Wilgus. For several years, com¬ 
mencing in 1895, Charles It. Truitt was half 
owner. The paper still published a creditable 
sheet, under the editorship of Roy B. Dunn, a 
newspaper man of much ability, but it did not 
prove financially successful to Air. Wilgus and 
he sold it back to Mr. Keeler. Afterward Mr. 
Keeler sold it to J. H. Carpenter and the paper 
for some time did not flourish. It was then sold 
under chattel mortgage to a number of gentle¬ 
men including Dr. A. J. Markley, Mayor Lyons 
and A. S. Collins, who became the editor, and 
was run, for a time, with considerable success. 
The Leader block at the northwest corner of 
South State and Locust was fitted up tov its re¬ 
ception, The Northwestern took a very positive 
stand upon different phases of Republican poli¬ 
tics in the city and state and, after a time, the 
interest of proprietors and the public having 
waned, the paper became less successful and was 
finally merged Into the “Republican.” 

The other newspaper ventures, none of which 
proved very successful, have been as follows: 

Two or three numbers of a weekly paper were 
Issued by Prof. Gower, abcut 1859. These were 
printed In Rockford. 

The "Belvldere Independent” (Rep.) by J. N. 
Brockway, afterwards postmaster, for some 
years. 

The “Belvidere Union” (Rep.), by Mr. Jack- 
son, which weathered the storm for a year or 
two. 


The “Boone County Democrat,” by Mr. Wil¬ 
son, which lived through the presidential cam¬ 
paign of 1864. 

The “Boone County Advertiser,” by W. H. 
Cadwell, lived two or three years, when the of¬ 
fice was removed to Rock Falls, where it was 
used by Messrs. Cadwell & Tuttle in the pub¬ 
lication of the “Progress.” 

The publication of the “Daily Index” was un¬ 
dertaken by W. C. Coates, in 1S75. It was pub¬ 
lished two or three months, when the enterprise 
was abandoned. 

Another small sheet, called “Students’ Thought 
Leaves,” was undertaken by J. N. Brockway, but 
only two numbers were published, and it went 
to join its predecessors. 

Daily Repuulican. 

The leading newspaper in Belvidere is the 
“Republican.” The first successful daily ever 
published in Belvidere was commenced by F. T. 
Moran and A. I-I. Keeler, in 1S93. Mr. Moran, 
afterward retired from the firm and spent a 
year In Rockford and then purchased a half in¬ 
terest in the “Boone County Republican,” then 
published by Charles Beverly. They bought the 
daily from Mr. Keeler and continued together 
until January 1, 1S90, when Mr. Moran became 
sole proprietor. Frank T. Moran was bom near 
Rockford in 1872 and after graduating from 
Rockford Academy he taught school in Winne¬ 
bago County and then entered into newspaper 
work. He is the present postmaster and is - one 
of the most influential men in the county. Since 
the “Northwestern” ceased publication, the 
“Republican” is the only paper In Belvidere, and 
it gives to its readers a clean, newsy sheet, very 
free from partisan bias, considering the oppor¬ 
tunity it has for talcing sides. It is published 
in the Whitney building on Pleasant Street, 
which is now owned by the proprietor. 

Among those who have assisted in the editorial 
department to make the paper what it is, are A. 
F. Conklin, city editor, formerly of Rockford; 
and Messrs. Walker and Plane, the reporters. 
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who are both members of early families in Bel- 
videre and thoroughly conversant with the fam¬ 
ily. and local history of the county. Dwight 
Babcock and Joseph Taber are In charge of the 
business department, together with Mr. Moran. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

CHURCHES. 


PRINCIPAL CHURCHES OP BOONE COUNTY—BATE OF 
ORGANIZATION AND LATER HISTORY—LISTS OF 

PASTORS AND IMPORTANT EVENTS-CATHOLIC 

CHURCH HISTORY—MEN WHO HAVE BEEN ESPE¬ 
CIALLY PROMINENT IN CHURCH WOIfK-SUNDAY 

SCHOOLS. 

For the following account of the Belvldere 
churches, the writer is largely indebted to the 
"Past and Present of Boone County" and a very 
valuable work on the later history of Boone 
County known as “Belvidere Illustrated,” which 
was published by Mr. Moran of the “Republi¬ 
can” in 1896. 

First Presbyterian. 

The church is designated on the records of the 
Ottawa Presbytery as the “First Presbyterian 
Church of Belvidere, Ill.” It was organized at 
the log house of Stephen Burnet, March 17, 1S39, 
with 23 members, whose names were as follows: 
Mrs. Dorcas Slay, Ezra Slay, Sirs. Abigail Burnet, 
Stephen Burnet, Sirs. Harriet Sheldon, Frederic 
S. Sheldon, Sirs. Abigail Hicks, George D. Hicks, 
Sirs. Slary Gardner, Austin Gardner, David Cas¬ 
well,' Aaron H. Billings, Mrs. Louisa Rollins, 
Chauucy Bristol, Sirs. Marin L. Fisk, Sirs. Slary 
C. Dubois, Sirs. Hannah Blood, Sirs. Juliet Sf. 
Gilman, Sirs. Nancy Hale, Sirs. Phil. SIcBride, 
Sirs. Louisa Slay, Sirs. R. Cunningham, Sliss 
Adaline E. Sheldon. 

At the organization. Rev. John Morrill offici¬ 


ated, and Ezra Slay and Austin Gardner were 
elected ruling elders. The Articles of Faith and 
Covenant now in use were then adopted. 

Up to the arrival of Col. Joel Walker, the con¬ 
gregation worshipped at the residence of Mr. 
Burnet, and then in the former’s log house across 
the prairie, three miles north of Belvidere, until 
the following year. 

In 1840, the second story of the frame store¬ 
building erected by Col. Walker the previous year, 
on the north-west corner of State and Slechanics 
Streets was finished off, and its use as a place of 
•worship given the society. The hall was dedi¬ 
cated June 4, 1840, and occupied three years. 

The church was received into the Ottawa 
Presbytery, when in session at Belvidere, June 
23, 1841, at which time Rev. Royal Nathaniel 
Wright was installed as the first pastor, with a 
salary of 5400 per aunum, $150 of which was 
pledged by the Home Missionary Society. 

In 1843, tile first church edifice of this society, 
and the first building In the county used exclu¬ 
sively for religious purposes, was erected, on the 
corner of Main and Mechanics Streets, the pres¬ 
ent location. It was dedicated in August of the 
same year. The material was white brick, its 
dimensions 30x4S feet, its cost $2,250, and the 
design plaiu and unpretentious. 

In April, 1S57, the erection of the church build¬ 
ing now occupied as a place of worship by the 
society was commenced, and in February, 1S5S, it 
was dedicated. It was bu'.lt of red brick, after 
the Corinthian order of architecture, with the 
addition of a spire. It was 60 x 80 feet in di¬ 
mensions, seated S00 persons, and cost $18,000. 
While the new church was building, the society 
met for worship in the first Union Hall. 

The pastors have been: Morrill (supply), com¬ 
menced labor, March 17, 1S39; pastorate ceased, 
March, 1S40. 

Royal Nathaniel Wright, commenced labor, 
June, 1S41; installed, June 23, 1S41; pastorate 
ceased, October C, 1S40, at his death, aged 3S. 

Charles Fanning, installed October 23, 1S50; 
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pastorate ceased, April, 1854; resigned on account 
of ill-health. 

E. D. Willis (supply), commenced labor, April, 
1854; pastorate ceased, May, 1855. 

Eleazer T. Bell, commenced labor. May 6,1855; 
installed July 9, 1855; pastorate ceased at his 
death, August 9, 1855. • 

Henry B. Holmes, commenced labor, January 
18, 1856; installed, April 23, 1856; pastorate 
ceased, December 1862; Mr. Holmes accepting a 
call to Dubuque. 

David B. Eddy, commenced labor, May 10, 
1863; installed May 4, 1864; pastorate ceased, 
July 7, 1872; resigned to accept call to Flint. 

Supplies, July to December, 1872. 

Thomas C. Easton, commenced labor, December 
15, 1872; installed September 15, 1873; pastorate 
ceased October, 1S79; when lit? resigned to accept 
a call at Erie, Pa. 

Henry M. Curtis commenced labor February 
15, 1880; installed May IS, 1SS0; resigned to 
accept a call at Flint, Mich. 

No regular pastor was engaged until Novem¬ 
ber, 1882, when Matthew F. Howie was installed; 
be resigned in June, 1885, owing to ill health. 

John H. Windsor commenced labors November 
8, 1885 and resigned November 4, 1888. During 
his pastorate C. >S. Bullock, an earnest evangelist, 
conducted revival work for three weeks. 

John Clark Hill commenced work November 
' 25, 1888. He was succeeded by Rev. George R. 
Pierce, Dr, Pierce is a man of fine education 
and literary ability. He was educated at Col¬ 
gate University, Hamilton, N. Y. Mrs. Pierce 
is an excellent writer and a frequent contributor 
to the prominent magazines. Dr. Pierce resigned 
the pastorate about six years ago and they still 
make their home in Belvidere. 

Rev. Benjamin L. Brittin is the present pas¬ 
tor and his ministry has been marked with much 
success. He was brought up in Nebraska, and 
received his theological education at the Mc¬ 
Cormick Seminary, Chicago. 

March 10,17,18,1889, the Presbyterian Church 
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celebrated its Semi-Centennial, the proceedings 
were printed and form a very complete history 
of the church up to that time. Among the other 
happenings of importance to the building and 
the society, we take the following: 

The grounds were enlarged to provide space for 
horse sheds and the park between the Presby¬ 
terian and North Baptist Church, in 1874. The 
manse was purchased of Mrs. Doolittle in 
1880. This lot is on East Lincoln Avenue across 
from the church and was first ocupied by Rev. 
James McKean in 1842. He sold it to Harry 
J. Doolittle, in 1850, and it remained the Doolit¬ 
tle property until 1880, when it was deeded to the 
trustees of the Presbyterian society, has been 
used as a residence for the minister and usually 
is known as the “Manse.” In 1881, the tall 
church spire, being considered unsafe, was taken 
down. Within the last, two years some very 
tasty work has been done in interior decoration, 
including new carpets, pew cushions, repainting 
and the remodeling of the rooms at each side of 
the pulpit. The room on the south side is now 
occupied by what is known as “Helen Sabin 
Brown’s Class” of the Sunday school. This 
class has been very prominent in the affairs In the 
Sunday school and church for many years. It 
was organized by Airs. Helen Sabin Brown and 
has now been taught for several years by Mrs. 
Emma Pettit. Airs. Brown is now Airs. Ander¬ 
son, of Auburn, N. Y. The influence of these 
two cultivated and charming ladies, Airs. An¬ 
derson and Airs. Pettit, on the young people of 
the Presbyterian Church, can hardly be over¬ 
estimated. Probably the most earnest worker in 
the history of the Belvidere Presbyterian Church 
was Deacon Henry W. Avery, who died about 
two years ago. He was a powerful force for 
good in this county for years. 

Pbesbytebian Sunday School. 

The Sunday School was organized in the hall 
owned by Col. Walker, June 6, 1840. Deacon 
Austin Gardner was its first superintendent. 
Airs. Alary Gardner, Col. Walker, and Airs. Alice 
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Walker were his associate teachers, and the pu¬ 
pils numbered about twenty-five. Additions were 
gradually made, and soon the names of C.. C. 
Bristol, Bradford Dean, Mrs. Hannah Blood, 
Mrs. Annette S. Wright, and Mrs. Louisa M. 
Fisk, appear as teachers. In 1843, Deacon 
Gardner was removed by death. Albert Brain- 
erd was elected 'his successor. Much responsi¬ 
bility in the conduct of the school in its eariy 
days was borne by Col. Walker, who, from its 
organization to his death, in July, 1855, was 
zealous for the prosperity of this Sunday school. 
Mr. Brainerd was succeeded by N. C. Amsden, 
In 1844. About the first of January, 1S46, H. W. 
Averj-, Jr., was elected superintendent, and by 
re-elections, was continued until May, 1866, ex¬ 
cepting short intervals during which the office 
was filled by H. P. Woodworth, E. B. Conklin. 
h. B. Danforth, Seymour Gookins, and E. N. 
Bush. In May, 1866, Dr. D. E. Foote was elected 
superintendent, and by annual re-election, was 
continued until May, 1876, when he was succeeded 
by D. D. Sabin. In May, 1877, Mr. Sabin declin¬ 
ing a re-election, James R. Leonard was elected. 
The superintendents after Mr. Leonard were as 
follows: J. G. Stevens, Henry J. Sherrill, Dr. D. 
E. Foote, Deacon Henry W. Avery, David P. 
Greenlee, Eugene Sabin, Richard V. Carpenter, 
and Edward Warren, the present superintend¬ 
ent, 

Nobth Baptist Church. 

The first religious sermon was preached here 
In March, 1836, by Dr. John S. King. There 
were quite a number of Baptists here at that 
time, and Rev. Dr. John S. King, Deacon N. 
Crosby, Ira Haskins and others, soon thereafter 
began holding regular religious meetings. Every 
door was kindly opened, and the house was filled 
every Sabbath, whether for preaching or praise 
meeting. In July, 1836, the Baptist Society 
was organized, with the following named constit¬ 
uent members: 

Rev. John S. King, Mr. and Mrs. Ira Haskins 
and daughter, May; Timothy Caswell and wife, 


their daughter Mercy Matilda Whitman, and 
Mrs. Elizabeth Payne, another daughter; Moses 
Blood and son, Caleb, now Rev. Caleb Blood of 
Kansas; Melvin Schenck and wife, Ann; Calvin 
Kingsley and wife, Charlotte S.; Nathaniel 
Crosby, Andrew F. Moss, and Charles Whitman. 
Melvin Schenck was chosen church clerk. 

Others soon joined the new church. In Sep¬ 
tember, 1836,, Prof. Seth S. Whitman, from Ham¬ 
ilton, N. X., became their first pastor. Their 
numbers rapidly increased by the coming of John 
Lawrence and wife, Luther W. Lawrence and 
wife, Asa Moss, Sr., and wife, and others. This 
church was blessed with many strong and effici¬ 
ent members, and soon became a power. It was 
the first church to incorporate the adult members 
into the Sunday school. 

List of Pastors—Prof. Seth. S. Whitman, ten 
years; Rev. S. A. Estee, three years; Rev. Charles 
Hill Roe, D. D., thirteen years; Rev. H. J. Eddy, 
D. D., four and one-half years; Rev. N. W. Miner, 
D. D., three years; Rev. J. P. Philips, four 
months (resigned on account of ill health) ; Rev. 
W. A. Weisber, Revs. .A. C. Keene, Emery Cur¬ 
tis, Jesse Coker, H. C. Mabie, H. W. Reed, J. J. 
Irving, Romanzo Walker, Rev. Julien A. Her¬ 
rick, Rev. Charles H. Wheeler, Rev. Fred¬ 
erick Bateson, and the present pastor, Rev. W. H. 
Jones. The first meetings were held at the 
home of Dr. John S. King. The first regular 
pastor was Prof. S. S. Whitman. He was one - 
of the pioneers of Belvidere and the family is 
still prominent here. He entered considerable 
land from the government and after his death 
it was sold for building lots and much of the 
city property in Belvidere is situated on it. He 
was the first postmaster and first circuit clerk. 
In 1838 a small frame building was erected 
which was also used for secular purposes. It 
was on Van Buren and East Streets, across from 
the present Univer-salist Church. During the 
pastorate of Rev. Roe a brick church costing 
$5,000 was built on the site of the present edifice. 
The church now used is a large brick structure, 
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haring a tall spire. It was built .in 1867, at an 
expense of $30,000. Mr. J. H. Saxton has re¬ 
cently. written a very valuable history of the 
North Baptist Church, which was published. 

South Baptist Church. 

In 1865, about 65 members were dismissed 
from the First Baptist to form the South Belvi- 
dere Baptist Church. This church has had for 
pastors: Revs. Horace M. Carr, J. L. Benedict, 
John Fulton, J. M. Whitehead, W. P. Elsdon, A. 
C. Peck, C. E. Taylor, E. C. Stover, James A. 
Pierce, T. W. Heyland, and the present pastor, 
Rev. Hurley. Like the parent society, this con¬ 
gregation has a fine house of worship. It is sit¬ 
uated on Logan Avenue, just beyond the inter¬ 
section with State. 

In 1866, the South Belvidere Church built a 
temporary house of worship, 24 x 40 feet, costing 
$1,000. It was afterwards used for a conference 
room. In 1S67, they built a house on the corner 
afterwards occupied by John Plane's hardware 
store, which cost $12,000. That building was 
destroyed by fire in December, 1871, and in- 
1873 the present edifice, 44 x 70 feet, and a con¬ 
ference room, 24x36 feet, was built, at a cost 
of nearly $15,000. 

Methodist Church. 

Some time during the year 1838 the first 
Methodist preacher was heard in'Belvidere. In 
1850 a brick church on the north side was built; 
1866 about twenty-four of the members of the 
First Church on the north side withdrew and 
formed a class on the south side. Until 1876 
regular preaching services were held in both 
churches. In that year the Rev. N. H. Axtell 
supplied the two societies. The same arrange¬ 
ment was continued under the pastorate of Rev. 
W. S. Harrington. In 1870 Rev. O. E. Burch was 
appointed to the First Church, and Rev. G. C. 
Clark to the church on the south side. The two 
churches were occupied until 18S5, when under 
the pastorate of Rev. S. H. Swartz the two so¬ 
cieties united, and have so continued until the 
present. During the pastorates of Revs. Cessna, 


Bigelow and Craven a new church edifice was 
planned and completed, and dedicated by the Rev. 
Lewis Curtis, of Chicago, Feb. 12, 1893. The 
church is a fine modem building on Logan Ave¬ 
nue near the Julien house. The ministers in the 
early days were as follows: 1838, Jesse Walker.; 
1839, N. Jewett; 1840, Rev. Brayton; 1841, Jas. 
McKean; 1S42, R. A. Blanchard; 1843, M. 
Decker; 1844-5, R. A. Blanchard; 1846, Wesley 
Latin ; 1847, George Lovesse; 1848, W. Wilmot; 
1849, R. Beatty; 1850, M. Decker; 1S52-4, Thos. 
North; 1856, L. Anderson; 1857, S. Stover; 1859, 
C. S. McReading; 1860, S. F. Denning; H, Ciew, 
P. E.; 1861, S. F. Denning; R. A. Blanchard, P. 
E.; 1S62, F. A. Read; 1S63, H. Atchinson;,lS64- 
6, George J. Bliss; II. L. Martin, P. E. 

Since then the preachers have been: 1867, J. 
C. Stoughton, First Church; S. Cates, Second 
Church; 1S68, E. W. Adams, First Church; S. A. 
Cates, Second Church, W. A. Willings, P. E.; 
1869, W. H. Fisher, First Church, S. Cates, Sec¬ 
ond Church; 1870, W. H. Fisher, First Church; 
R. A. Blanchard, Second Church; 1872, Rev. 
Newton, First Church; J. O. Odgera, Second 
Church; W. A. Gray, P. E.; 1873, W. H. Haight, 
First Church; J. O. Odgers, Second' Church; 
1874, W. H. Haight, First Church; J, O. Odgers, 
Second Church; 1875, W. H. Haight, First 
Church; W. T. Shaw, Second Church; 1876, N. 
H. Axtell, First and Second Churches. 

The ministers during the last ten years have 
been Rev. Earngey, who afterward became pre¬ 
siding elder, and died recently; Rev. Tompkins, 
a gentleman of much education and who had a 
fine library; Rev. Hull, a man of great force 
and a good pulpit orator; Rev. Claude Moore, 
and Rev. H. J. Warren. 

This denomination first occupied, as a place 
of worship, the second story of a frame building 
that had been commenced by Mr. Fisk, on the 
Rockford Road between Belvidere and Beaver 
Creek; but after being raised, was pulled down 
and removed to Belvidere and erected at the 
corner of State and Perry Streets, opposite the 
residence afterward occupied by Mrs. John K. 
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Towner. At a later period, they moved Into a { 
building erected by Dr. -Whitney for a law office,' 
on- the rear end of the lot now occupied by the 
Presbyterian church, and occupied it one winter, 
■when they moved into a building that had been 
erected on State Street (afterward occupied as a 
residence by Mrs. Wibur) by J. G. Saxton, for a 
hardware store for Nijah Hotchkiss. 

CONGREGATIONAL. 

This church was founded in 1853 and built a 
church building afterwards occupied by the Free 
Methodists, where they maintained worship about ' 
three years. The present church building was at 
first only partially completed, and services held 
there for several years, but it has since been 
finished into a very artistic .and comfortable 
church building. Rev. E. L. Benson has beeh 
pastor for about ten years. He is a gentleman 
of much ability and education, being very popular 
not only with his own congregation but with a 
large circle of other friends, and has worked 
very earnestly toward keeping the city on a high 
moral plane. 

Trinity Episcopal. 

This building was completed in 1857 and con¬ 
tinued regular services until about 1S72, when 
on account of removals and deaths the congrega¬ 
tion became small and regular services were 
discontinued. The work was resumed in 1803 
and the church, while comparatively small in 
numbers, includes some of the most prominent 
people in Belvidere. The church building at the 
corner of Alain and Hurlbut Avenue is a grace¬ 
fully designed wooden structure with a spire, and 
has been recently covered with staff, making a 
picturesque little building somewhat on the line 
of the English churches. 

The ministers have been as follows: Rev. Al¬ 
fred Louderback, Rev. S. D. Pulford, Rev. E. B. 
Tuttle, Rev. Mr. Waterbury, Rev. La Bagh, Rev. 
W. H. Cooper, Rev. W. H. Couch, Rev. W. H. 
Yeator, Rev. W. H. Partmus, Rev. W. H. Eddy. 
Owing to the loss of church records by fire a full 
history cannot be given. Rev. C. A. Cummings 


was. the pastor for a number of years and was 
succeeded by Rev. Mahood, the present pastor. 

Catholic Church. 

The following is compiled from the Catholic 
Directory issued several years ago by the 
church, a copy of which was kindly furnished 
by Rev. Father Murphy: 

For the early years in Belvidere’s history 
Catholic services were held from time to time 
by priests from Donnelly’s Settlement, now 
Hartland, McHenry County. The first priest 
prominently connected with Belvidere is Rev. 
Patrick McMahan, who came here at intervals 
from 1844 to 1850. The first mass in Belvidere 
was at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius 
Connelly, at the comer of Hurlbut Avenue and 
Webster Street. In 1850 Rev. Hugh Brady took 
charge at Hartland and held occasional services 
at Belvidere, either in the old courthouse or at 
the homes of different Catholic residents. In 
July, 1851, Rev. John Hampstone was appointed 
a resident pastor in Belvidere. He lived at the 
corner of Lincoln Avenue and Burgess Street, 
and also held services at Rockford and Maren¬ 
go. He died in 1854 and was succeeded by Rev. 
George Hamilton, and he by Rev. William Lam¬ 
bert. During the pastorate of Rev. Lambert, 
William H. GUman offered a site for a Catholic 
church at the corner of Church and Caswell 
Streets. The kind offer was accepted and a 
stone church built there. During this time the 
priests -resided at Rockford, as that had grown 
to be the larger place. Rev. Thomas Boulger 
was the pastor for several years and was suc¬ 
ceeded by Father John P. Donelan. In I860 a 
successful bazaar was _heldj in October of that 
year to furnish the church and parish house. 
Father Donelan was one of the most popular 
priests, who had been in charge of the church 
here up to that time. In 1SC4 Rev. Patrick 
McGuire came ns the first resident pastor of 
Belvidere. His pastorate was very successful. 
About 1S72 the parochial residence was built and, 
in 1SSG, the present Catholic church was erected 
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at a cost of $22,000, being dedicated March 28, 
1889, Father McGuire died June 19, 1893. The 
pastor for a number of years thereafter was 
Rev. Charles Ji O’Callaban, who was assisted 
during his successful pastorate by Rev. John 
C. Murphy, and at the present time Father 
Murphy is in charge of the parish. 

Among the Catholic societies represented at 
Belvidere are those of the Archeon fraternity 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Archeon fra¬ 
ternity in Behalf of the Souls in Purgatory, 
The Altar Society, Society St. Vincent De Paul, 
(organized for charitable purposes), Father 
Matthew’s Total Abstinence Society, St. Charles 
Court of the Catholic Order of Foresters, which 
was organized May 29, 1896, and St. Clara’s 
Court of the Women’s Catholic Order of For¬ 
esters, organized January 31, 1897. 

The Catholic population of Belivdere consti¬ 
tutes a fair portion of its inhabitants, particular¬ 
ly on file South side and many of the important 
public and business positions are held by mem¬ 
bers of this church; so that the Catholic church 
and its societies have had considerable to do 
with the prosperity of the City and county. 

Free Methodists, 

This church was organized November, 1SC0, 
and purchased its building from the Congrega¬ 
tional Society at the corner of Main and Perry, 
where it still conducts its services. 

The German Evangelical. 

The German Evangelical Society was organized 
September 18,1867, at a private residence on the 
comer of Madison and Webster Streets, with a 
membership of eight, viz: Mr. and Mrs. Lampert, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Fritz, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob 
Huber, Mr, and Mrs. Fred Voshage. Its meet¬ 
ings were held at various places until 1873, in 
which year the society purchased two lots and 
a residence, and remodeled the latter into a house 
of worship. In' 18S8, another structure was 
erected, under the pastorate of Rev. J. Alber, and 
a few years later the parsonage built. In 1907, 
this church built a fine brick building at the 


north-east comer of Madison and Main Streets, 
where its services are now held. 

German- Lutheran. 

In 1S68, the Rev. A. Wagner, of Chicago, occa¬ 
sionally came to Belvidere, delivering sermons to 
the German Lutherans of the town and vicinity. 
Early in 1S69, about twenty familles^were or¬ 
ganized as a congregation, and sent a call to Rev. 
Phil Estel, which was accepted. Sendees were 
held at the court house, and in private residences. 
In time, Mr. Estel accepted a call to another 
field, and services were rendered to the congre¬ 
gation by surrounding ministers, until in 1873 
Rev. William Steinrauf accepted a call as pastor 
of the congregation. In 1870 they succeeded in 
buying the former Congregational church, a 
frame building 50x30 feet, 20 feet high, sur¬ 
mounted by a steeple 40 feet in height The 
church was consecrated' the 25th of July, 1875, 
after being thoroughly repaired and refurnished. 
In July, 1877, Rev. Steinrauff removed to Mis¬ 
souri, and was succeeded in the pastorate by 
Rev. C. F. Tb. Eissfeldt, who was Installed 
. August 12th. 

The following pastors have served the church 
in the order named: Rev. Ph. Estel, Rev. Stein¬ 
rauf, Rev. C. Eissfeldt, Rev. P. Baumgartner, 
Rev. Th. ICohn, Rev. E. Heinemann, since 1892. 
The latter was bom in Crete, 'Will County, Ill., 
received his education in the parochial schools 
of Madison County, III., and Ft. Wayne, Ind.; 
graduated from Concordia College, Ft. Wayne, 
in 1S79, and from Concordia Theological Semi¬ 
nary, St. Louis, in 1S82. He is the present pas¬ 
tor. * 

Swedish. 

The Swedish people have a fine edifice near the 
Catholic Church, which was erected largely 
through the labors of Rev. Ekeberg. 

Universalist. 

The Universalist Church did not become per¬ 
manently organized until 1853. Among the min¬ 
isters of that denomination who preached here 
was Rev. Seth Barnes, of Rockford. August 1, 
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, the first regular organization was effected, 
, and,-a number of the prominent families were 
among the members. Meetings were held in the 
old Baptist Church building at the comer of 
Van Buren and East Street (now Hurlbut Av¬ 
enue), which property they afterward purchased 
and in 1862 erected a frame church building 
thereon. The Universalists do not hold regular 
services at Belvidere, at the present time, but 
maintain their organization and have leased 
their church building to a Swedish Church. 

( Christian Science. 

The Church of Christ, Scientist, conducts its 
services over Longcor’s drug store. Mrs. Morri¬ 
son was until recently the reader. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


MEDICAL PROFESSION. 


EARLY PHYSICIANS IN BOONE COUNTY—SKETCHES 
OF MEN WHO HAVE BEEN PROMINENT IN MEDICAL 

HISTORY—BOONE COUNTY PHYSICIANS IN 1S78_ 

CHOLERA VISITATIONS—HOSPITALS. 

Two of the earliest doctors in Belvidere were 
Dr. Molony and Dr. D. H. Whitney. Dr. Whit¬ 
ney has already been spoken of and took a 
prominent part in the early days. He after¬ 
wards entered public life and devoted most of 
his time to public affairs, holding several high 
offices In the county. Dr. Molony was a member 
of a prominent family who lived here- in the 
early days and did a large part of the surgical 
operations. Dr. Stone was another of the early 
doctors and lived in the house afterwards occu¬ 
pied by Captain Petty on the mound, near Madi¬ 
son Street. 

. The dean of the profession at present in the 
county is Dr. D. E. Foote. He came from 
Chenango County, New York, in 1854. In 1873 


he built a fine large house at Perry and Van 
Buren Streets, which he and his family still 
occupy. Dr. Molony turned most of his surgical 
practice over to Dr. Foote and the latter has 
been one of the chief surgeons in Belvidere for 
many years. Among the early operations which 
he performed was that of trepanning the skull 
of a man who was injured by a falling rock, 
while digging a well on the Rev. Chas. Hill Roe 
place, afterwards occupied by Squire De Munn, 
also the removal of a very large tumor, weigh¬ 
ing over twenty pounds, from the breast of a 
lady, and also the amputation of John Gray’s 
arm. 

Among the doctors of the former generation 
were Abner Angell, who came from New York 
State and settled in this county in 1S45. He 
was a surgeon in the army during the war. 
Leonard L. Lake was born in Erie County, New 
York, and came here in 1837. He was a sur¬ 
geon in the army, during the war, and besides 
bis medical practice was much interested in 
grape culture and also held several public of¬ 
fices. He was the father of Prof. L. N. W. 
Lake, the musician. Dr. Chas. Scott was born 
in Pennsylvania and after graduating from Rush 
Medical College in 1874, came to Belvidere and 
had a very large practice. Dr. Scott died while 
a comparatively young man, and his son, also 
Dr. Ohas. Scott, is now practicing in Belvidere, 
having his office in the fine family residence at 
the corner of State and First Streets. Dr. C. 
H. Seymour was born in New York and came 
to Belvidere in 1877. Dr. Nathan Siijedley was 
a prominent doctor for many years and the 
family owned considerable property on the river 
road. Dr. Frank S. Whitman is one of the 
ablest men in Boone County, not only as a 
physician, but in public and business life. He . 
comes of a family which has been very promi¬ 
nent in our community since the earliest days. 
He was born In Belvidere and in 1849 commenced 
the study of medicine with Dr. Jas. IC. Soule 
and graduated in 1872, when he immediately 
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commenced practice in Belvidere and was very 
successful. He has been mayor of Belvidere, 
director of the People’s Bank and several other 
corporations, and for six years was superintend¬ 
ent of the Northern Hospital for the Insane at 
Elgin. He Is a man of very high executive 
ability and one of the leaders of the Republican 
party in this district. Dr. Whitman’s time is 
now largely devoted to work as consulting phy¬ 
sician and lecturer on nervous diseases. Dr. 
Arthur W. Swift was born in New York in 1S60 
and came to Belvidere with bis parents five years 
later. He studied with Dr. Whitman and grad¬ 
uated in Chicago in 1SS5. For many years he 
was a partner with Dr. Whitman and after¬ 
ward with Dr. Andrews. He was mayor of 
Belvidere and has held several other offices as 
well as being prominent in the Methodist Church. 
He married Miss Jessie Curtis, whose father 
was one of the very early settlers in Spring and 
they have a pleasant home on Locust Street. 
Dr. R. W. Mclnnis was born in Rockford in 1S57 
and came to Belvidere about 1SS5, being asso¬ 
ciated with the eider Dr. Scott. He was after¬ 
wards associated with Dr. Markley. Dr. Mc¬ 
lnnis was mayor of Belvidere and is one of the 
prominent political leaders. He also occupies 
one of the foremost places among the medical 
men in the county. Dr. A. J. Markley has prac¬ 
ticed in Boone County for about 27 yenrs, part of 
the time at Poplar Grove and Garden Prairie, but 
mostly at Belvidere. He was bom in Ohio in 
185S and graduated at Chicago. He married 
Belle B. Bills, whose parents were early set¬ 
tlers of Bonus. Mrs. Markley is prominent in 
social circles. Dr. Markley has a large practice 
and takes considerable part in public affairs. 
Dr. Willis Butterfield was born in 1S4S and 
after graduating from the medical department 
of the Northwestern University, he practiced at 
Barrington and came here in 1885. He has 
been successful in his professional career and 
is a very well-read man both along medical and 
general lines. Among the other physicians at 


the present time are Drs. Alden and Annie Al- 
guire, Dr. R. G. Mitchell, Dr, R. W. Hawkey, Dr. 
Boyd Andrews, Dr. Delavergne, Dr. Haley, Dr. 
Robie (osteopathist), Dr. Byers, Dr. George T. 
Tallerday, and Dr. George Tallerday, Jr. The 
elder Dr. Tallerday was born in Michigan and 
came to Boone County in 18S0. He conducts 
the American Hospital and has a large practice. 

The following list of the early doctors in Bel¬ 
videre was given the author by Dr. D. E. Foote, 
who Is the dean of the medical profession in 
Boone County. As has been said elsewhere, Dr. 
Foote was born in Chenango County, N. Y., 
and spent some time in Cortland County, N. 
Y., with Dr. Hyde, a prominent surgeon who 
was professor of surgery in Syracuse Univer¬ 
sity. After practicing for several years In Tioga 
County, Dr. Foote located in Belvidere in 1854. 
Dr. D. H. Whitney lived on Menominee Street, 
next to the westerly side of the Public Square. 
Dr. Richard S. Moiony had been Democratic 
congressman at Washington and was a promi¬ 
nent man here. His brother lived in a fine 
house on West Lincoln Avenue, which has been 
reconstructed and .is now used as a residence 
by P. R. Kennedy. Dr. Moiony lived in that 
vicinity on West Lincoln Avenue. Among the 
other physicians were Dr. Smedley, who lived 
in the house on the river road still owned by 
the Smedley estate. He bad a considerable prac¬ 
tice south of town. Dr. Daniel Ransom, father 
of the druggist, was one of the earliest practi¬ 
tioners. Dr. Stone, who was uncle to the pres¬ 
ent Dr. C. A. Stone. The latter Dr. Stone is 
still living in Belvidere, and Mrs. Stone has no 
superior in the city as a singer. Dr. Gooding, 
who lived on ICishwaukee and Madison Streets, 
and married Dr. Whitney’s daughter. Dr. Lake, 
who first lived near Dr. Gooding and later 
moved to a small tract of land on Madison Street 
near Perry Street school, where be could engage 
in bis favorite pastime of raising fruit. Dr. 
Ellis, who lived on Hurlbut next to Harvey 
Gould’s residence. Dr. J. K. Soule, who lived 
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where Irving Terwilllger now lives. Dr. Angell, 
who lived on the South Side and afterwards in 
the country about five miles south of town. Dr. 
Smedley, the younger, who has since gained a 
large practice in Chicago. Dr. A. W. Burnside, 
who lived near the present L. C. Willard resi¬ 
dence and moved to Chicago. Dr. Williamson. 
Dr. Tillotson, who moved to Chicago, where he 
8till lives. Dr, Seymour, and his wife, who was 
also a physician. They lived near Strong’s mar¬ 
ble works. Dr. Brown. Dr. 6. N. Woodward, 
who lived on the South Side, near where Dr. 
Butterfield now lives. He studied in the same 
office with Dr. Foote. 

Note. —Following is a list of physicians in 
practice in Boone County, February 5, 1878: Ab-' 
ner Angell, homeopathic, 34 years’ practice; A. 
W. Burnside, homeopathic, 25 years’ practice; 
M. C. Briggs, Poplar Grove, practice regular, 18 
years; J. W. Bachelder, Caledonia, practice reg¬ 
ular, 18 years; David E. Ellis, practice regular, 
35 years; Daniel E. Foote, practice regular, 20 
years; John Wesley Green, practice regular, 31 
years; Robert Hutchinson, Boone, practice regu¬ 
lar; Leonard L. Lake, practice regular, 32 years; 
F. A. Nichols, Capron, practice regular, 17 years; 
D. S. Randall, Garden Prairie, practice regular; 
S. H. Richmond, Caledonia, practice regular, 8 
years; C’. H. Seymour, homeopathic, 16 years; 
Mary A. Seymour, homeopathic, 8 years; D. J. 
Stow, Boone, homeopathic, 12 years; Chas. Scott, 
practice regular, 4 years; F. S. Whitman, homeo¬ 
pathic, practice regular, G years; Geo. William¬ 
son, practice regular, 11 years; Peter J. Wood, 
Capron, eclectic, 12 years. 

Hospitals. 

The St. Joseph Hospital was built on Turn¬ 
er’s Hill, in a very commanding site, some six 
or seven years ago. It is run by the Catholic 
Sisters of St. Joseph and furnishes careful medi¬ 
cal attention to those who go there for surgical 
operations or other illness. The Belvidere doc¬ 
tors, or those called in from other cities, per¬ 
form the operations and the sisters act as nurses. 
Many serious operations have been performed 
there and the patients, both Protestant and 
Catholic, speak in high terms of the institution. 

The American Hospital is a private institution 
conducted by the Drs. Tnllerdny, assisted by 


trained nurses. Many serious operations are 
also performed at this hospital. 

Cholera Epidemics. 

The cholera has been here twice. Once in 
1854, the year Dr. Foote came, and again sev¬ 
eral years after. Both of these times the epi¬ 
demic swept over the whole region and Belvi¬ 
dere only suffered its proportionate share. While 
there have been several smallpox outbreaks at 
various times, the disease has at no time gone 
beyond control and has always ended with the 
first lot of cases which were discovered. Dr. 
Foote says that this is a fairly healthy region 
and no great epidemics have been here, except 
such as have been prevalent in the whole region 
hereabouts from time to time. 


CHAPTER XV. 

WAR HISTORY. 


PART BORNE BY CITIZENS OF BOONE COUNTY IN THE 
CIVIL WAR—JUDGE WALES W. WOOD'S HISTORY OF 
THE WAR PERIOD—LIST OF VOLUNTEERS FROM 
BOONE AND THE MILITARY ORGANIZATIONS WITH 
WHICH THEY WERE CONNECTED—REGIMENTAL 

SKETCHES - SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR-GRAND 

ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 

For a record of what our soldier boys did in 
the Civil War, it has been customary for years 
to turn at once to Judge Wales W. Wood. We 
have been fortunate, therefore, in securing him 
to prepare that portion of the history. At his 
suggestion, we have also included the list of 
names given in the former “History of Boone 
County,” as he states that the list, generally 
speaking, has been found to be a valuable one 
and quite correct In its details. Judge Wood 
was Adjutant of the Ninety-fifth Illinois, which Is 
so closely related to Boone County war history. 




HISTORY OF BOONE COUNTY 


739 


In 1865, he published a valuable history of that 
regiment, which had a considerable sale after 
the war, and is still being sought for by some 
of the large libraries, from time to time, to 
complete their lists of regimental histories. 

BOONE COUNTY IN WAR OF REBELLION. 

(B.Y JUDGE WALES W. WOOD.) 

The County of Boone, though consisting of 
only eight townships, and commonly known as 
“Little Boone,” performed a great work, and 
proved an important factor, in helping to carry 
on the war for the Union, and suhdulng the Re¬ 
bellion of 1801-65. 

At the earliest outbreak of the Civil War, 
Immediately after the firing on Fort Sumter, 
the patriotic citizens aroused to action in sup¬ 
port of the government, and commenced hold¬ 
ing meetings for the purpose of raising means, 
and furnishing volunteers for the Union Army, 
which was to go forth to new battle fields of 
the nation, conquer the Confederate armies, pro¬ 
tect the old flag of the Union and save the coun¬ 
try from the attacks of secession. 

Enthusiastic meetings were frequently heiu for 
this purpose In some of the churches and halls 
in Belvidere, and were eagerly attended by all 
classes of citizens, the members of the churches 
and the political parties all laying aside their 
usual differences and partisan feelings and unit¬ 
ing, solidly, on the common platform of "One 
Country and One Flag," and that the same must 
and shall be defended and preserved at all 
hazards. y 

These patriotic gatherings, or war meetings, 
were generally addressed by some of the old 
timers and residents then active in public nf- 
fnirs, such as Dr. Daniel H. Whitney, Allen C. 
Fuller, Stephen A. Hurlbut, Dr. R. S. Molony, 
Chas, B. Loop, Wales W. Wood, and others, 
some of whom volunteered for the wnr, and be¬ 
came active and prominent as officers and sol¬ 
diers in the United States service. 

Almost all of those earlier settlers who were 


wont to address these large assemblages with 
stirring words and eloquence, and performed 
their whole duty in helping to defend and save 
the nation, have passed away from the scenes of 
their patriotic and successful work. They 
lived, however, to see this labor bear fruits of 
complete success in the final overthrow of the 
Rebellion in all the states. 

Stephen A. Hurlbut, on the breaking out of hos¬ 
tilities, enlisted at Belvidere In the Fifteenth 
Regiment, Illinois Infantry Volunteers and be¬ 
came captain of one of the companies, and later 
on In the war, was promoted to Brigadier- 
General, and then to Major-General in the vol¬ 
unteer service. Allen G. Fuller was made Adju¬ 
tant General of the state, under Governor Yates, 
the War Governor of Illinois, during whose ad¬ 
ministration most of the Illinois regiments were 
mustered into the United States service. Cap¬ 
tain William Hnywood and David L. Baker and 
L. O. Gilman, with others from Belvidere and 
Boone County, were also early volunteers in the 
Fifteenth Illinois Regiment, L. O. Gilman being 
promoted to lieutenant-colonel of that regiment, 

• during the war. Chas. B. Loop enlisted in the 
Ninety-fifth Regiment, Illinois Infantry Volun¬ 
teers, became captain of Company B, and was 
afterwards promoted to major of that regi¬ 
ment in the field. Wales W. Wood enlisted as 
a private in Company-G, of the Ninety-fifth 
Regiment, was then chosen as second lieutenant 
of that company, was afterwards promoted and 
mustered in at Camp Fuller, Rockford, Illinois, 
as first lieutenant and adjutant of the Ninety- 
fifth Regiment and, during the campaign and 
siege of Vicksburg, served as Assistant Adjutant 
General to General John McArthur, who com¬ 
manded the Sixth Division of the Seventeenth 
Army Corps, Army of the Tennessee, under Gen¬ 
eral U. S. Grant. 

Probably no county in the United States fur¬ 
nished more money and men to carry on the 
. Civil Wnr, from inception to close, tlinn Boone 
County, in proportion to its size and popula- 
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tion, and it well earned the title of banner 
county of Illinois, if not of the United States, 
in the great conflict for the defence and preserva¬ 
tion of the nation. Reliable statistics show that, 
including the amounts raised and appropriated 
by this county to pay soldiers’ bounties and 
to help support their families, while in the ser¬ 
vice of their country, and the liberal sums of 
money freely contributed by the citizens of the 
count}', from time to time, and the generous ap¬ 
propriations made by the eight townships con¬ 
stituting the county, there was thus furnished 
by “Little Boone,” all combined, as sinews of 
war for the same grand patriotic object, over- 
three hundred thousand dollars, an amount 
equal, proportionally, to $27.05 for each man, 
woman and child then living in the county. It 
will be difficult to find another county in this 
state, or for that matter in the United States, 
that made any better showing and record of 
“material aid,” furnished for the suppression 
of the great rebellion, according to size and 
population. 

Equally true is it, that, in like proportion, she 
stands unexcelled in the number of volunteers' 
she furnished for various regiments and organi¬ 
zations, which took conspicuous part and per¬ 
formed brave and valiant deeds on many a bat¬ 
tle field, throughout the war for the Union and 
for the preservation of the republic. 

For Boone County not only furnished one full 
company (B) of the Fifteenth Illinois Infantry 
Volunteers, three full companies (B, G, and K), 
for the Ninety-fifth Illinois Infantry Volunteers, 
but also a large number of volunteers for many 
other regiments and commands in the infantry, 
artillery and cavalry. In conclusion, we offer 
hereto the great roll of Honorable and Patriotic 
Service, containing the names of all the volun¬ 
teers credited to Boone County, who served in 
the United States Army during the Civil War, 
to which high roll of patriots, as volunteer sol¬ 
diers, and the successful military record made 
by them on the battle fields of that great con¬ 


flict, the citizens of this county may ever point 
with pride and satisfaction. 


Marshall, Wo, e. September 1, 1861, m. < 
geant, September 16, 1864. 

Company G. 


*. August 10, 1801, m. o. July. 29, 
. August 15, 1861, corporal, 


1802. wounds. 

Privates— 

Carnes, Wm 

Carnes, Henry W„ 
dlsd. August 10, 1864. 

Hughes, Wm, e. August 10, 1861, dlsd. 

Kattenback, L., e. August 10, 1801, m. o. July 29, 
1804. 

Moore, Geo. W„ e. August 15, 1S61, died November 
9, 1861. 

McKay, .Tas., e. August 10, 1801, died March 1, 
Kuland, John E., e, August 15, 1861, -*• • 

City, March _ 5, 1864. 


City, M_ „, 

Stivers, Wm. M., e. August 10, 1801, 
1804, 

McCullums, J., e. August 20, 1861, die 
1804. 

Company I. 

Corporal— 

Fred M. Hanman, e. August 20, 1861, 6 


t Yazoo 
l. o. July 29, 
1 August 15, 


TWELFTH INFANTHY. 


Privates— 


Company A. 


Slowey, Frank, e. September 17, 1861. 
Van Vorce, Isaac, e. September 17, 1861, 

Whiting, Luther, e. September 17, 1801, 


e-cnltsted 

e-enllsted 


Britt. Patrick, e. January 24, 1805. 
Henesy, Jas., e. January 24, 1806. 
Little, Jos., e. January 24, 1S05, m. o. 
Young, Peter, e. January 24, 1S05. 


Company K. 


3,1865. 


First-Lieutenant— „ 

Francis Kutger, e. as private August 1, 1861. Pro¬ 
moted second-lieutenant August 30, 1802. Promoted 
first-lieutenant December 14, 1862. Term expired Oc¬ 
tober 21, 1864. 


Sketch of Fifteenth Infantby. 

The Fifteenth Regiment Infantry Illinois Vol¬ 
unteers was organized at Freeport, Ill., and mus¬ 
tered into the United States service, May 24, 
1861—being the first regiment organized from 
the state for the three years’ service. It then 
proceeded to Alton, Ill., remaining there six 
weeks for instructions. Left Alton for St. 


Charles, Mo,; thence, by rail, to Mexico, Mo. 
Marched to Hannibal, Mo., thence, by steamboat, 
to Jefferson Barracks; then, by rail, to Rollo, 
Mo. Arrived in time to cover General Siegel's 
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retreat from Wilson’s Creek; thence to Tipton, 
Mo., and thence joined Gen. Fremont’s army. 
Marched from there to Springfield, Mo.; thence 
back to Tipton; then to Sedalia with General 
Pope, and assisted in the capture of 1,300 of the 
enemy a few miles from the latter place; then 
marched to Otterville, Mo., where it went into 
winter quarters, December 26, 1861. Remained 
there until February 1, 1862. Then marched to 
Jefferson City; thence to St. Louis, by rail; em¬ 
barked on transports for Fort Donelson, arriv¬ 
ing there the day of the surrender. 

The regiment was then assigned to the Fourth 
Division, General Hurlbut commanding, and 
marched to Fort Henry. Then embarked on 
transport for Pittsburg Landing. Participated 
in the battles of the 6th and 7th of April, losing 
252 men, killed and wounded. Among the former 
were Lieutenant-Colonel E. T. W. Ellis, Major 
Goddard, Captains Brownell and Wayne, and 
Lieutenant John W. Puterbaugh. Captain Adam 
Nnse wounded and taken prisoner. The regi¬ 
ment then marched to Corinth, participating in 
various. skirmishes and the siege of the place, 
losing a number of men killed and wounded. 

After the evacuation of Corinth, the regiment 
marched to Grand Junction; thence to Holly 
Springs, back to Grand Junction; thence to La¬ 
grange; thence to Memphis, arriving there July 
21, 1862, and remained there until September 
6th. Then marched to Boiivar, thence to the 
Hatchie River, and participated in the battle of 
the Hatchie. Lost fifty killed and wounded in 
that engagement. Then returned to Bolivar; 
from thence to Lagrange; thence, with General 
Grant, down through Mississippi to Coffeeville, 
returning to Lagrange and Memphis; thence to 
Vicksburg, taking an active part in the siege of 
that place. After the surrender of Vicksburg, 
marched with Sherman to Jackson. Miss.; then 
returned to Vicksburg and embarked for Natchez. 
Marched thence to Kingston; returned to Nat¬ 
chez; then to Harrisonburg, La., capturing Fort 
Beauregard, on the Wichita River. Returned 


to Natchez, remained there until November 10, 
1863. Proceeded to Vicksburg and went into 
winter quarters. Here the regiment re-enlisted 
as veterans, remaining until February 1, 1864, 
when it moved with General Sherman through 
Mississippi. On Champion Hills had a severe 
engagement with Carney. Marched to Meridian; 
thence south to Enterprise; thence back to 
Vicksburg. Was then ordered to Illinois on vet¬ 
eran furlough. On expiration of furlough joined 
Seventeenth Army Corps and proceeded up the 
Tennessee River to Clinton; theuce to Hunts¬ 
ville, Ala.; thence to Decatur and Rome, Ga., 
thence to Kingston, and joined Gen. Sherman’s 
army, marching on Atlanta. 

At Alatoona Pass the Fifteenth and the Four¬ 
teenth infantries were consolidated, and the or¬ 
ganization was known as the Veteran Battalion 
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Illinois Infantry Vol¬ 
unteers and numbering 025 men. From Alatoona 
Pass it proceeded to Ackworth, aiid was there 
assigned to duty, guarding the Chattanooga and 
Atlanta Railroad. Whilst engaged in this outy, 
the regiment being scattered along the line'of 
road, the rebel General Hood, marching north, 
struck the .road at Big Shanty and Ackworth, 
and captured about 300 of the command. The 
remainder retreated to Marietta, were mounted 
and acted as scouts for General Vaudever. They 
were afterwards transferred to General F. P. 
Blair, and marched with General Sherman 
through Georgia. _ 

After the capture of Savannah, the regiment 
proceeded to Beaufort, South' Carolina; thence to 
Salkahatchie River, participating in the various 
skirmishes in that vicinity—Columbia, S. C., Fay¬ 
etteville, N. C.,- battle of Bentonville—losing a 
number wounded; thence to Goldsboro and Ral¬ 
eigh. At Raleigh, recruits sufficient to fill up 
both regiments were received, and organization 
of the Veteran Battalion discontinued, and the 
Fifteenth reorganized. The campaign of General 
Sherman ended by the surrender of General 
Johnson. The regiment then marched with the 
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army to Washington, D. C., via Richmond and 
Fredericksburg and participated in the grand re¬ 
view at Washington, May 24, 1865; remained 
there two weeks. Proceeded, by rail and steam¬ 
boat, to Louisville, Ky.; ' remained at Louis- 


Corporals— , 

Beverly W. Whitney, e. May 24, 1861, trans. to f 
Co. I, 46th I V. 1., October 31. 1861. 

Deeter S. Thomas, e. May 24, 1861, dlsd. September 
13, 1861, disab. 

Albert Wheeler, e. May 24, 1861, m. o. May 24, 1864. 
Musicians— 

Wm. Howard, e. May 24, 1861, dlsd. August 22, 


ville two weeks. The regiment was then de¬ 
tached from the Fourth Division, Seventeenth 
Army Corps, and proceeded by steamer to St. 
Louis; from thence to Fprt Leavenworth, Kan., 
arriving there July 1, 1S65- Joined the army 
serving on the Plains. Arrived at Fort Kearney, 
August 14th, then ordered to return to Fort Leav¬ 
enworth, September 1, 1S65, where the regiment 
was mustered out of the service and placed en 
route for Springfield, Ill., for final payment and 
discharge—having served four years and four 


Number of miles marched.....4,299 

Number of miles by rail. 2,403 

Number of miles by steamer. 4,310 


Total miles traveled.11,012 

Number of men joined from organization. .1,963 
Number of men at date of muster-out. 040 


FIFTEENTH INFANTRY. 
Company B. 

Captains— . 

Wm. Haywood, ci 
12, 1862. 


im. May 24, 1861. Resigned April 


David L. Baker, com. first-lieutenant May 24, 1861. 
Promoted captain April 12, 1862. Resigned March 4, 

Wesley W. Jones, e. as sergeant May 24, 1861. Pro¬ 
moted second-lieutenant April 12, 1862. Promoted 
first-lieutenant January 5, 1863. Promoted captain 
March 4. 1863. Resigned July 31, 1863. „ 

Lemuel O. Gilman, e. as corporal, May 24, 1861. Pro¬ 
moted first-lieutenant March 4, 1863. Promoted cap¬ 
tain July 31, 1863. Mustered out at consolidation. 
First-Lieutenants— 

Addison N. Longco 
1861. Promoted first 
January 5, 1863. 

Danl. L. Clark, com.- second-lieutenant March 4, 
1863. Promoted first-lieutenant July 31. 1803. Died 
at Natchez. September 23, 1863. , 

Joseph Develin. com. September 23, 1863 (see Fif¬ 
teenth reorganized). 

Second-Lieutenant— 

s private May 24, 1861. Pro- 


James L. Tisdel, e. May 24, 1861, dlsd. June 5, 
Job Kenyan, e. May 24, 1861, dlsd. October 18, 


1, 1861, trans. to band May 


Avery. H. W., May 24, 1861, m. o. June 2S, 1864. 
Burke, Jas. W., e. May 24, 1861. 

Bncbelder, Jas. W., e. May 24, 1861, dlsd. November 
22, 1861, disab. 

Bramlls, Wm., e. May 24, 1861, re-enlisted as vet 
January 1, 1864, m. o. September 16, 1865, as ser- 

Se Baker, Wm., e. May 24, 1861, dlsd. April 10, 1862, ( 
Bates, Amos, e. May 24, 1861, dlsd. October 18, 
18 Brown, a Richard, e. May 24, 1861, died April 6, 1862, 

Brown, Bartlett, e. May 24, 1861, re-enlisted as vet. 
January 1, 1864, m. o. September 16, 1865, as corporal. 

Carefoot, H. A., e. May 24, 1861, disd. .October 18, 
1862, disab. 

Cline, Geo., e. May 24, 1861. „ , 

Childs, John. e. May 24. 1861, m. o. May 24, 1864. 

„ *— 24,1861, m. o. May 24, 1864. 
May 24, 1861, re-enlisted as vet. 
0. May 30, 1865. 

s. May 24, 1861, killed at Shiloh, 
1, 1861, m. o. September 9, 


January 1, 1864, r 
Christian. C. M. 
April 0, 1802. 


!. May 


., e. May 24, 1801, i 


Coleman, Isaac, e. May 
January 1, ~ “ 0 

sergeant. 

Drake, (. 

Doualre, Jules, e. May 24, 1861, re-enlisted 
January 1, 1864, on detached service. 

Derthie. MaV ‘ - 

Vet. Battalion. 

Derthie, Wm., e. May 24, 1861, 

1863, disab. 


1861, trans. to Co. B 
1. September 26, 
Florence, e. May 24, 1861, dlsd. August 
1,'e. May 24, 1861, killed at Shiloh, April 


e. May 24, 1861, m. o. May 24, 


Graves, Geo. H., e. May 24,1861, 
Gainer, John, e. May 24, 1861, 
m. o. September 16, 1865, as serge 
Greytrax, Jas. O., e. May 24, 18' 
1862, • 


1. August 21, 


Hevey, Henry F„ e. May 24, 1861, re-enllsted as vet. 
January 1, 1864, m. o. May 30, 1865. 

Hambridge, R. S., e. May 24, 1861. re-enllsted as vet. 
January 1, 1864, m. o. September 16, 1865. 

Johnson. Wm. W., May 24, 1861, died January 15, 

18 McEIhany, A. J., May 24. 1861. re-enllsted as vet 
January 1, 1864, m. o. May 30, 1865. 

Morely, E. T., e. May 24, 1861. 

McKee, Thos., e. May 24, 1801, dlsd. October 18, 

18 Miles! S \VaIter, e. May 24, 1861, disd. September 13, 
18 Mile d s. Sa Hlram, e. May 24, 1861, dlsd. October 20, 
Norton, Samuel, e. May 24. 1861, killed at Shiloh, 

AP Outcalfi 8 Chas., e. May 24, 1861, m. o May 24, 1864. 
Payne, Nelson, e» May 24, 1801, disd. August 18, 

18 Parker. A. B., e. May 24, 1861, disd. July 17, 1862, ‘ 
^Powers, Alonzo, e. May 24, 1801. 















ember 23. 1864. 
r 24. 1861. re-enll 
ptember 16. 1865. 


The Washburne Lead Mine Regiment was or¬ 
ganized at Chicago, Ill., December 25, 1801, by 
Col. John E. Smith, and mustered into the Uni¬ 
ted States service as the Forty-fifth Infantry 
Illinois Volunteers, January 15, 1S02, moved to 
Cairo, III., February 1st, assigned to brigade of 
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Col. W. H. L. Wallace, division of Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral McClernand. February 4tli, landed below 
Fort Henry, on the Tennessee, and on the Otb 
inarched into the fort, it having been surrendered 
to the gunboats. February 11th, moved toward 
Fort Donelson, and during the succeeding days 
bore its part of the suffering and of the battle. 
The flag of the Forty-fifth was the first planted 
on the enemy’s works. Loss—2 killed and 26 
wounded. March 4tli, moved to the Tennessee 
River, and 11th, arrived at Savannah. Was en¬ 
gaged in the expedition to Pin Hook. March 
25tli moved to Pittsburg Landing, and encamped 


5th, to Oxford, to Yocona River, near Spring 
Dale. 

Communication with the North having been 
cut off, foraged on the country for supplies. 
December 17th, notice received of the promotion 
of Col. John E. Smith, to Brigadier-General, 
ranking from November 29th. December 22d, re¬ 
turned to Oxford; 24th, moved to camp three 
miles north of Abbeville, on the Tallahatchie 
River, where the regiment remained during the 
month. Mustered out July 12, 1S65, at Louis¬ 
ville, Ivy., and arrived at Chicago July 15, 1S65, 
for final payment and discharge. 


near Shiloh Church. 

The Forty-fifth took a conspicuous and honor¬ 
able part in the two days’ battle of Shiloh, los¬ 
ing 20 killed and 199 wounded and missing— 
nearly one-half of the regiment. April 12th, 
Col. John E. Smith, of the Fo'rty-fift'h, took com¬ 
mand of the brigade. During the siege of 
Corinth, the regiment was in the First Brigade, 
Third Division, Reserve Army of Tennessee, and 
bore its full share of the labors and dangers of 
the campaign. June 4th, the regiment was as¬ 
signed to Third Brigade, and moved towards 
Purdy, fifteen miles. On the 5th, marched to 
Bethel; 7th to Montezuma, and on the Sth to 
Jackson, Tenn., the enemy fleeing on its approach. 

During the months of June and July, engaged 
in garrison and guard duty. August 11th, as¬ 
signed to guarding the railroad, near Toon’s 
Station. On the 31st, after much desperate 
fighting Companies C and D were captured. The 
remainder of the regiment concentrating at 
Toon’s Station, were able to resist the attack of 
largely outnumbering forces. Loss—3 killed, 
13 wounded and 43 taken prisoners. September 
17th, moved to Jackson ; November 2d to Bolivar, 
and was assigned to First Brigade, Third Divi¬ 
sion, Right Wing, Thirteenth Army Corps. No¬ 
vember 3, 1862, marched from Bolivar to Van 
Buren; 4th, to Lagrange, ai)d were assigned 
to provost duty; 28th, marched to Holly Springs; 
December 3d, to Waterford; 4th, to Abbeville; 


FORTY-FIFTH INFANTRY. 

Company A. 

Sullivan, John,.e. September 2, 1864, m. o. June 3, 
Company F. 

First-Lieutenant— 

Edwin L. Lawrence, com. second-lieutenant Decem¬ 
ber 29. 1801. Promoted flrst-lleutenant April 8, 1802. 
Resinned September 2, 1802. • 

John A. Rollins, c. as private September 23, 1861. 
Promoted second-lieutenant June l. iSGa. Promoted 
first-lieutenant October 1, 1802. Resigned July 22, 
18 John r. Jones, e. as sergeant October ". ISOl Pro- 
moted second-lieutenant, from first-sergcant. D October_l, 


18G2. Promoted first-lieutenant July 22, 1803. Term 
expired December 28, 1864. 

Second-Lieutenant— .' 

Gideon S. Riley, e. as private October 1, 1861. Re- 
enllsted as vet, Janiiar ' ‘ 

enant. Mustered out (8 


Jackson, Tenn., September 2, 1862, wounds. 

Sergeants— . . „ 

Horace B. Sears, e. September 26, 1801, dlsd. March 

13 Jo 1 s 86 S 2 ’ Bick%. October 14, 1801, dlsd. November 10. 
1863, wounds. 

Musician— 

Edw. Tripp, e. September 20, 1801, m. o. December 


January -- 

Brown, John, e. Novel 
December 19. 1803, m. o. 

Buckley, Jas.. e. November 20, 1801, 
motion as hospital 


k^Sevmour, c. December 10, 1861, dlsd. May 16, 

1S627 

. Dalby, Abner, e. Noi 
burg, November 12, ’ 

Dickerson. " 

burg, May 2! 


t Vicks- 


21, 1801, died a 
^October 9, 1801, killed at Vlcks- 


^Frands, WttL, 8 e? October 1, 1801, killed 
burg. June 26. 1803. 


t Vlcks- 


Frcdertck. John, e. September 29. 1861, m. o. Jan- 
irv 17. 1805. term expired. 

Long, Timothy, e. October 10, 1801. 

November 3 If, Febru- 

27. 1SG3, d r ' 

IS. J.. e. 


ary 27. 1 
Nash, I 


f. October 5, 1801, dlsd. May 16, 1802. 




1. September 3, 


iallas, Eli., e. March 9, 186-1. disd. June 25, 1865 
olden, E, J., e. March 9, 1864, disd. at Marietta 
August 22. 1864. 

russwell, John F., e. February 24, 1864, m. o. Au 
15, 1865. 

abbs, Thos. J„ e. February 24, 1864. m. o. Au 
15, 1865. 

Ixble, Jno. W., e. February 12, 1864. 

inady, Jacob, e. February 10, 1864, disd. July 11 

le’mlng, Harvey, e. February 10, 1864, m. o. Au 
t 15. 1865, on lurlough. 

)ye, Isaac, e. February 24, 1864, m. o. August 15 
tenner, Jno., e. February 24, 1864. Promoted ser 

ihive. A. J.. e. November 1, 1861, died at Cairo 
ember 11. 1861.. 

Vllson Shelby, e. February 10, 1864. 


FIFTY-EIGHTH INFANTRY. 

Company B. 

st-Lieutenant— 

as. S. Moss, promoted second-lieutenant March 26. 
2. Promoted flrst-lleutenant March 2, 1863. Killed 
y 18, 1864. 
vates— 

logan, Thos., e. December 11, 1861, disd. June 3, 
logan, Jno., e. December 11, 1861, disd. December 

lerron, F. E., e. March 27, 1863. 

1111, Merritt, e. June - 1 - ' 

0. April 1. 1866. 


0. B„ 


o Co. B, as consl’d. 
i. March 27, 1863, disd. April 25, 


Company G. 

lamer, Chas.. e. December 9, 1861, trans. to Co. I, 
luary 5, 1862. 

FIFTY-EIGHTH INFANTRY CONSOLIDATED. 


Vm. Woodward, com. April 11, 1865, mustered out 
:11 1. 1860. 


Lovell, Dan., e 
1864. dlsab. 
Smith, A. B. 


October 8, 1S62 


disd 


Sketch of Ninety-Fifth Infantry. 


The Ninety-fifth Infantry Illinois Volunteers 
was organized at Camp Fuller, Rockford, Ill., in 
August, 1802, -by'Col. Lawrence S. Church, and 
mustered into the United States service, Sep¬ 
tember 4, 1SG2. 

The regiment moved from camp, November 
4th, and proceeded, via Cairo and Columbus, to 
Jackson, Tenn., and, afterward, to Grand Junc¬ 
tion, Tenn., where it was assigned to Gen. Mc¬ 
Arthur’s Division, Army of the Tennessee. Took 
part in Gen. Grant’s campaign in Northern Mis¬ 
sissippi, in the winter of 1862. 

Moved from Memphis to Milliken's Bend in the 
spring of 1803. Participated in the march to 
Grand Gulf, and all the battles between that 
place and the rear of Vicksburg. Was in the 
charges of May 19th and 22d, losing 25 killed, 
124 wounded, and 10 missing—a much heavier 
loss than that of any other regiment in the divi¬ 
sion. : 

In Alarch, 1SG4, went on Red River expedition, 
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under Gen. A. J. Smith, and was engaged at the 
capture of Fort De Russey and in the battles of 
Old River, Cioutiervilie, Mansouri, Yellow Bayou, 
and all the movements of that advance and re¬ 
treat 

In May, 1864, returned to Vicksburg, and soon 
• after moved to Memphis and took part In the 111- 
. fated Sturgis expedition. Was in the battle 
of Guntown, and fought with undaunted bravery, 
but was overpowered, and, with the whole of 
Sturgis’ army, retreated in confusion to Memphis. 
Ool. Thomas W. Humphrey was killed, and near¬ 
ly the whole regiment was killed, wounded or 
made prisoners. The campaign nearly anni¬ 
hilated the regiment. 

After recruiting at Memphis, the command, In 
August, joined General Mower. Moved up White 
River, and marched from Brownsville, through 
Arkansas, to Missouri, in pursuit of Price. The 
Ninety-fifth arrived at Benton Barracks, Mo., 
November 1, 1864. November 30th, moved to 
Nashville, Tenn. Took part in battle of Nash¬ 
ville, December 15 and 16, 1804, and in pur- . 
suit of Hood’s defeated army to Tennessee River. 
January 2, 1865, moved up the river to Eastport. 

In February, 1865, embarked for New Orleans, 
arriving February 21st. 

On 14th of March, moved to Dauphin Island, 
at mouth of Mobile Bay. On the 18th, landed at 
Cedar Point, with Colonel Moore’s Brigade, and 
commenced the first offensive operations against 
Mobile. Took part in Genera] Canby’s move¬ 
ment from Fish River. During the siege of 
Spanish Fort, carried its trenches to within 30 
yards of the enemy’s works, and participated 
in the storming and capture of the fort, April 8, 
1865, being the first regiment to occupy what was 
known, in the rebel line, as the “Red Fort.” 

After the fall of Mobile, the Ninety-fifth 
marched to Montgomery, Ala., arriving April 25th. 
From thence, moved to Opelika, Ala. 

July 18th, started home. August 3d, arrived 
at Vicksburg; 10th, at St. Louis, and moved to 


Camp Butler, III., where, August 18, 1865, it was 
mustered out of sendee. 

. During the summer of 1864, the regiment had 
a detachment of 100 men, with Maj. Charles B 
Loop, Capt. James Nish and Capt. A. S. Stewart, 
in charge. They participated in the battles of 
Kenesaw Slountain, Chattahoochie River, At¬ 
lanta, Jonesboro and Lovejoy Station. 

The regiment had marched 1,800 miles, and 
moved by ,rail and water, 8,160 miles. Eighty- 
four men had been killed in battle or died of 
wounds and 1T6 died of disease. Total number of 
men who belonged to the Ninety-fifth, 1,355. 


Major—• , 

Adjutant— 

outASJurt taTlSeST September 4 - 1862. Mustered 
Surgeon—. 

March 24,^1863 Ward ' C ° m - October 10 - 1862 - Resigned 
Company A.- 

■•IS r&SLfcts ». 

1865 disab ’ e> DeCember 29 - 1863 . Usd- March 20, 
47t I h U I. - V. a “" JanU?ry l 0 - 1885 * to Co. A, 

A,^™th*i V‘l H- ’ e ' December 16. 1863, trans. to Co. 
47thTv’ I° S " *' December 28. 1883, trans. to Co. A, 
^Tucker,’ C. F„ e. December 8, 1863. m. 0. May 18, 

„ . Company B. 

Captain— 

moted first T ser!eant as p sergea f nt .' August 7, 1862. Pro- 
First-Lieutenants— 

April 1 'lTl864 Keeler ' COm - Scptember 4 - 1862. Resigned 

Mustered out August : 

Second-Lieutenants__ 

Aaron F. Randall, 

January 16, 1863. 


ninety-fifth infantry. 


0. September 4, 1862. Resigned 


auuary iu, is«3. - ~ S ' l® 02 ' Resigned 

18 Re- 

Sergeant— 

bua^October^lSCs AUSUSt 5 < 1802 ’ dled at Vick.- 
Corporals— 

uu?.s ep „Tr>— e - August 13, 1S62, sergeant, 
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Hovey, Edwin, e. December 12, 1 
gomery, Ala., July 22, 1865. 

Johnson, Thore, e. December 30, 
B, 47th 1. V. I. 

Johnson, John, e. January 18, 1 
B, 47th I. V. I., absent, sick. 

Jacobs, J. A., e. March 26, 1864, ti 


Moore, D, A., e. September 3, 1864, m. o. May 23, 
1865. 

Marvin, D. E., e. December 21, 1863, m. o. June 15, 
1865. 

Murphy,^James, e. February 8, 1864, trans. to Co. 

’Mead, Wm. H., e. December 16, 1863, died at Vicks¬ 
burg, February 24, 1864. 

Miller, Jas.'C., e. December 30, 1863, died at Vicks¬ 
burg, February 18, 1865. 

McNclly, wm., e. December 15, 1863, died at Rome, 
Ga.. July 15, 1864. 

Mlkleson, Kittle, e. January 5, 1864, died at Mem¬ 
phis, July, 14, 1864. 


Searls, John A., e. December 30, 1863, 1 
B, 47th I. V. I. 

Sergeant, Tim, e. November 28. 1863, t 


Strong, E. N„ e. December 1. 1863, died In Ander- 
sonvlUe prison, September 17, 1864. 

Tyler, Wm. N., e. December 28, 1863, veteran recruit, 
paroled prisoner, m. o. July 31, 1865. 

Tyler, E. A., e. December 28, 1863, died at Memphis, 
September 5, 1864. 

Williams, Henry, e. December 22, 1863, killed at 
Gun town, Miss., June 10, 1864. 


battle, June 12, 1864. 

Henry M. Bush, com. first-lieutenant Sept 
1862. Promoted captain June 12, 1864. 
out August 17, 1865. 

First-Lieutenants— 

Chas. W. Ives, e. as first-sergeant August 
Promoted second-lieutenant June 24, 1863. 1 
first-lieutenant June 12, 1864. Resigned (ai 
lieutenant) September 8, 1864. 

Jeremiah Wilcox, e. as sergeant August 
Promoted first-sergeant. Promoted second -11 
June 12. 1864, Promoted first-lieutenant Sepi 

1864. Mustered out August 17, 1865. 
Second-Lieutenant— 

Joseph M. Collier, com. September 4, 11 
June 24, 1863. 

Sergeants— 

Jas. S. Collins, e. August 5, 1862, died at Lagrange 
Tenn., January 15, 1863. 

Daniel B‘. Cornell, e. July 26, 1862, m. o. 

1865, as first-sergeant, wounds. 

Corporals— 

Wm. Bryden, e. August 5, 1862, disd. Febi 


Wells Briggs, e. A 
1865, prisoner o£ war 
A. Quackenboss, e. 
phis, March 1. 1863. 


igust 2, 1863, m. o. At 
wounds. 

August 4, 1862, died e 


a L., e. August 22, 1862, died i 


17, 1865, as private. 
Privates— 

Abbott, Marcus R., e 


Stott, Jas., e. August 22, 186 
1863, as corporal, dlsab. 

Ball. Frank G., e. September 1 
15, 1865. 

, Cummings, Robert, e. Septeml 
July 25, 1865. 

Fltzer, L. F., e. October 3, 186 
Miss., January 28, 1865. 


es, Chas., e. August 6, 1862, died at Vicksburg, 
r , 1863. 

es, Orrln, e. August 6, 1862, m. o. August 17, 


Chase, D. E., e 
1863, lor promot 
Caswell, H. A., 


Danlorth, Chas., e. August 6,' 1862, n 
17. 1865. 

Douglass, H. Ford, e. July 26, 1862. d 
1863. lor promotion as captain Xnd. Co. 





























































Livingston, John R„ e. October 3, 1804, trans. to Co. 
47th I. V. I. 

Lumley, John W., e. October 3, 1864, died at Vicks- 


Peek, A. S,, e. January 4, 
th I. V. I. 

Rodewalt, S., e. September 
, 1865. 

Reed, Jas., e. October 3, 1 


Slater, E. M., e. December 22, 1863, died at Slms- 
rt, La., May 20. 1804. 

Vandenvarker, H., e. December 24, 1863, vet, recruit, 
o. May 16. 1865. 

Vandyke. M., e. December 9. 1863, died June 5, 1865. 
Watts, Wm., e. October 3, 1864, trans. to Co. F, 47th 


Wakefield, D., e, December 4, 1863. disd. . 
65. • 

Beauchamp, A. G., e. August 29, 1864. 
Blodgett, Newman, e, September 1, 1864. 
Higgins, Philip, e. September 28. 1864. 
Hannum, B„ e. September 12. 1864. 

Johnson. Thos., e. December 31. 1863. 
Sailer, Smith, e. December 31, 1863. 

Tyler,- Sami. H„ e. December 28, 1863. 


Sketch of One Hundred and Forty-Second 
Infantry. 

The One Hundred and Forty-second Infantry 
Illinois Volunteers was organized at Freeport, 
Ill., by Col. Bollin V. Ankney, as a battalion of 
eight companies, and ordered to Camp Butler, 
Ill., where two companies were added, and the 
regiment mustered, June 18, 1864, for 100 days. 

On the 21st of June, the regiment moved for 
Memphis, via Cairo and Mississippi River, and 
arrived on the 24th. On 26th, moved to White’s 
Station, 11 miles from Memphis, on the Mem- 
phis & Charleston railroad, where it was as¬ 
signed to guarding railroad. 

Mustered Out of the United States service, Oc¬ 
tober 27, 1864, at Chicago, Ill. 


], e. August 7, 1862. Promoted 
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Ballard, Edward, e. May 11, 1804, m. o. October 26, 
^Burch, Chas. W., c. June 1, 1804, m. o. October 2( 
l g Briggs, Chas, F., e. June 1, 1804, m. o. October 26, 
Curtis, Samuel, e. May 20, 1864, died October 12, 


20, 1864. 

Crocker, D., e. May 18, 1864, m. o. Octc 
- 1. May 16, 1864, m. o 


Coleman, 

1864. 

Conley, I 


1. N., e. May 19, 1804, m. o. October 26, 
H., e. May 14, 1864, m. o. October 
May 14, 1864, m. o. October 
^“Dawson, Wm. M„ e. May 12, 1804, m. o. October 

Day, Hiram, e. May 14, 1804, m. o. October 26, 18 
Day, S., e. May 18, 1864, m, o. October 26, 1804. 
Farnsworth. D„ e. May 7, 1864, m. o. October 26 
1864, corporal. 

^Foster, S. P., e. June 1, 1864, m. o. October 26 

:ober 20, 1804 
o. October 20 

o. October 26 
. October 26 
i. October 20 
). October 26, 


1864. 

Cumpston, 
26, 1864. 
Durthlck, 


^ g Hyde, Newton, e. May 18, 1864, "m 

Hathaway, L. D., e. May 5, 1862, n 
1864. 

Hedglln, E., e. May 27, 1804, m. 
1864. 

ig Haynle, W. S.. e. May 1, 1804,’m. 
Loper, John H„ e. May 9, 1864, m 


^Marklc, Geo. B., 

McBurney, S., e. June 1, 1864, m 
J. May 2, 1864, j 


1804. 

McCallom, E. W., 

1864. as corporal. 

Nash, Chas. H., e. May 9, 1804, r 


1804. 

Osmanson, A., e 
1864. 

Patrick, Geo., e. 

Robbln, W. D„ 

1864. 

Rebldu, Theo., e 
1864. 

Ray, Geo., e. May 7, 186' 
IgRayncr, Chas., e. May 18 

Rosencrans, John, e. May 


May’ 6, 1804,’ n 
May 2, 1804, m 


., e. May 21, 1864, 


i, John H., e. May 20. 1 
ohn, Jr., e. May 9, 1S04, 


:ter, e. May 10, 1804, : 
e. May 16, 1864, m 


o. October 26. 
. o. October 26, 
o. October 26, 
o. October 


i. o. October 26, 
i. o. October 26. 
o. October 
, m. o. October 
o. October 26, 
. o. October 
i. o. October 20, 
o. October 


1864. 


:. May 20, 1864, n 
^Trowbridge, H. H., e. May 6, 186 
ox, Andrew, e. May 1, 1864, r 
1804!“”’ 


i. October 
n. o. October 

ISeir"’ '• *“"• “• Oct0ber 26 ' 

Witter, L, B., e. May 20. 1804, m. o. October 26, 


20 W 1864 n ' ard ’ Ear ‘ M ” May 18 ' 18 <», m. 'o. October 
Barracks’. Octobe^lof’lIoY 10 ’ 1864, dIed at Benton 
Stat/onf' Tenn!*^August MoV 8 ® 4 ' dled at 


Sketch of One Hundred and Fifty-Third 
Infantry. 

The One Hundred and Fifty-third Infantry 
Illinois Volunteers was organized at Camp Fry, 
Ill., by Ool. Stephen Bronson, and was mustered 
in February 27, 18G5, for one year. On March 
4th, moved by rail, via Louisville and Nashville, 
to Tullahoma, reporting to Major-General Mil- 
roy. The regiment was assigned to the Second 
Brigade, Defenses of Nashville & Chattanooga 
Railroad. Brevet Brigadier-General Dudley com¬ 
manding brigade. In the latter part of March, 
Major Wilson, with three companies, went on a 
campaign into Alabama and returned. On July 
1st, moved, via Nashville and Louisville to Mem¬ 
phis, Tenn., and was assigned to the command 
of Brevet Major-General A. L. Chetlain. Was 
mustered out September 15, 18G5, and moved 
to Springfield, and September 24th, received final 
pay and discharge. 

Coloned Bronson received appointment as 
brevet brigadier-general. 


ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-THIRD INFANTRY. 
(One Year.) 

Company A. 


September 21, 

First-Lieutenant— 

.1 no. Steele, com. February 27, 


1865. Mustered o 


i. February 27, 1805. Mus- 


September 21, 1865. 

Second-Lieutenant— 

Luther C. Lawren„, 
tered out September 21, 1865. 

Sergeant-Major— 

temper oi' ise- Der ’ e ' Februnr Y "< 1865, “• o. Se 
First-Sergeant— 

ber'^l^lSOS ZuCk ’ *’ February 7 ’ 18G0 - m - °- Septet 
Sergeants— 

1805 bert Porter ’ e - Fcbruar I 2, 1865, m. o. June 2 
geanT' ^j’ Turncr ’ e- Fel) ruary 7, 1865, promoted se 
Corporals— 

A. R Woods, o. February 1 


21. 1805, a. . 

F. D. Crane, e. February 1, 1865, n 
21, 1805, as private. 


>. September 
i. September 
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ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-SIXTH INFANTRY. 

(One Year.) 

Company F. 

Hummel. Jno., e. February 28, 1865, m. o. Septem¬ 
ber 20. 1865. 

Rodgers, Henry, e. February 17, 1865, m. o. Sep¬ 
tember 20, 1865. 

Waters, Jobn T., e. February 27, 1865, m. o. Sep¬ 
tember 20. 1865. 

Company K. 

Meyers, Lester, e. February 14, 1865. 

Williams, John, e. February 21, 1865. 

Sketch of Ninth Cavalby. 

The Ninth Cay airy Regiment was organized 
at Chicago, Ill., in November, 1861, by Col. A. 
G. Brackett, and was mustered in November 
30th. On February 17, 1862, moved to Benton 
Barracks, Ho., and thence to Pilot Knob. On 
27th, marched to Reeves’ Station, on Big Black, 
and was assigned by Brigadier-General F. Steele, 
to Third Brigade. On May 23d, Steele’s Divi¬ 
sion joined General Curtis’ army, at Jacksonport, 
Ark. In a skirmish at Waddell’s Plantation, 
June 12th, lost 12 wounded and 1 missing, and 
Stewart’s Plantation, on June 27th, lost 2 killed 
and 35 wounded, Among the latter were Colonel 
Brackett, Adjutant Blackburn, and Captain 
Knight. June 26th, commenced the march to 
Helena. During this march, five men died from 
hardships—water and rations being almost im¬ 
possible to obtain. At Helena, the Ninth Cavalry 
was assigned to Third Brigade, Col. Cyrus Bus¬ 
sey, Fourth Division, Brigadier-General A. P. 
Hovey, General Steele’s army, District of East¬ 
ern Arkansas. On September 15th, two 12-pound 
mountain howitzers were assigned to the regi¬ 
ment, and were commanded by Lieutenant E. G. 
Butler, with a detail from the regiment. On 
November 7th, at Lagrange, Lieutenant Butler 
repulsed a charge of two regiments of Texan 
Rangers, killing over fifty of the enemy. Its 
loss was 20 killed and wounded. The regiment 
went on an expedition under General Washburn, 
and was engaged, November 6th, at Okolona, 
Miss., and near Coffeeville, November 7th. Jan¬ 
uary 9, 1863, marched, with General Gorman, to 
Duvall’s Bluff, and returned. On April 7th, 


moved to Memphis, and on 12thj moved to Ger¬ 
mantown, Tenn. 

Was assigned to brigade of Colonel McCrillis, 
of Third Illinois Cavalry, and to the Sixteenth 
Corps. Engaged at Coldwater, Miss., July 28th, 
and at Granada, August 18th, and moved to La¬ 
grange, Tenn., August 26th. Made an attack 
on the enemy at Salem, Miss., October 8th, and 
drove him from his position. Met the enemy at 
Wyatt, Miss., October 13tb, and after fighting 
all day, the enemy fell back and retreated in 
the night. November Sth, moved from Lagrange 
to Corinth, and soon after returned. Marched to 
Collierville, and was assigned to Second Brigade, 
Cavalry Division, Sixteenth Army Corps. Was 
engaged with the enemy December 3, 1863, at 
Saulsbury, Tenn., and on the 4th, the division, 
under command of Brigadier-General B. H. Grier¬ 
son, was engaged at Moscow, Tenn. In this bat¬ 
tle, the Ninth Cavalry took a conspicuous and 
honorable part. On February 11, 1864, marched 
with the expeditions of Brigadier-General B. H. 
Grierson and General W. S. Smith, into Missis¬ 
sippi. Met and defeated the enemy at West 
Point, February 20th. Was engaged at Okolona, 
February 21st, and at Mount Ivy, Miss., on the 
23d, and camped at Germantown, on 24th. On 
March 16th, the regiment was mustered as a 
veteran organization, and on the 17th, marched 
to Memphis. Moved to Illinois for veteran fur¬ 
lough. April 27th, returned to Memphis. 

A detachment of the regiment was with Gen¬ 
eral Sturgis, on the expedition to Guntown, Miss., 
and was rear guard for the disorganized com¬ 
mand on the retreat, losing 5 killed, 23 wounded, 
and 12 prisoners, out of 160 men. July 7th, 
marched, with Generals A. J. Smith and Grier¬ 
son, to Tupelo. Had a severe engagement at 
Pontatoc, driving the enemy, and was engaged 
in the two-days’ battle, July 14th and loth, at 
Tupelo and Old Town Creek. On August 3d, 
moved, via Holly Springs, to Abbeville, Miss., 
where it skirmished with the enemy. On the 
11th, skirmished at Oxford. Had an engage- 
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ment at Hurricane Creek, Miss., August 13th, 
losing 4 killed and several wounded. Returned 
to camp, near Memphis, September 4th. On 
September 30, 1864, moved eastward, Captain 
Blackburn commanding regiment. Crossed Ten¬ 
nessee River at Clifton. Moved via Waynes¬ 
boro, Lawrenceburg, Florence, Alabama, Water¬ 
loo, Hamburg and Savannah, to Clifton. The 
command moved again to Florence, and met 
Hood’s advancing army. 

General Hatch’s Division did hard fighting at 
Shoal Creek. On November 19th, crossed the 
river and attacked the enemy—the Ninth Cav¬ 
alry in advance. Two divisions of the enemy 
advancing, compelled it to recross the river. One 
battalion of the regiment becoming detached, 
passed through the rebel line, and was compelled 
to remain in the enemy’s rear until night, when 
it re-crossed. The command skirmished with the. 
enemy’s advance every day. At Campbellviile, 
November 24th, the regiment was very hotly en¬ 
gaged, but stood their ground, holding back 
many times their number, until their ammunition 
was entirely exhausted, when they fought hand 
to hand, clubbing their carbines. Took a promi¬ 
nent part in the battle of Franklin, Tenn., and 
the two-days’ fight, December 15th and 16th, at 
Nashville. Engaged in the pursuit of Hood, to 
Tennessee River, skirmishing at Brentwood, 
Franklin Bike, near Franklin, Rutherford’s 
Creek, and at Ross’ farm. 

The command moved to Huntsville, Florence, 
Eastport and Gravelly Springs. On February 9, 
1865, moved to Eastport On June 22d, to Iuka, 
Miss. July 4th, moved to Decatur, Ala., and 
thence to Montgomery, Selma, and finally to 
Gainesville, Ala., arriving August 20th. Mus¬ 
tered out at Selma, Ala., October 31, 1S65, and 
ordered to Springfield, Ill., where it received 
final payment and discharge. 


NINTH CAVALRY. 




Joo. W. Harper, com. second-llentenant Co. I Oc¬ 
tober 23. 1S61. Promoted iirsc-lieo tenant November 
17. 1881. Promoted captain October 3. 1882. Pro¬ 
moted lieutenant-colonel December 4, 1364. Promoted 


colonel December 5. 1864. Mustered out October 31, 
1865. 


Major— 


Leander L. Shattuck, e. as first-sergeant Co. I Sep¬ 
tember 12, 1861. Promoted second-lieutenant No¬ 
vember 17. 1861. Promoted first-lieutenant October 3, 
1862. Promoted captain December 14. 1864. Pro¬ 
moted major May 10, 1865. Mustered out October 
31, 1865. 


Captain— 


Company I. 


Harvey M. Jenner, e. as corporal September 12, 
1861. Promoted first-lieutenant December 4, 1864. 
Promoted captain May 10, 1865. Mustered out Oc¬ 
tober 31, 1865. 


Second-Lieutenant— 
Frederick P. Robinson, 
sergeant, - J 


_, __private. Promoted first- 

men second-lieutenant May 10, 1865. Mus- 
October 31, 1865. 


Sergeants— 

Plummer F. Robinson, e. September 12, 1861, dlsd. 
November 17. 1862. 

Wm. N. Tyler, e. September 12, 1861, dlsd. September 


Corporals— 

Milton Orton, e. September 12, 1861, m. o. October 
31, 1864, as private. 

L. L. Sbattuck. e. September 12, 1861, dlsd. Oc¬ 
tober 23. 1862, as sergeant. 

F. E. Hubbell. e. September 12, 1861, re-enllsted 
as vet., m. o. October 31, 1865, as first-sergeant. 


Dan R. Berner, 
E. I’. Lander, « 
9, 1862. 


Albright. Delos, e. September 12, 
died October 1, 1862. 

Atkinson, Ell, e. September 12, 1861, died August 
17, 1862. 

Cates, J. H., e. Septeml 


28. I 


31, corporal, 
died August 
r 20, 1861, dlsd. August 
28, 1861, dlsd, Sep- 


_Wolf, Putnam, e. Septer 

tember 10. 1862. as farrier. 

Fox, .7. C., e. September 12, 1861, re-enlisted as vet., 

Furgeson, Robt, e. September 16, 1861, dlsd. Decem¬ 
ber 9. 1864. 

Gilbert. David D., e. September 12, 1861. 

Geaves, Tbeo. W., e. September 12. 1861. 

Hawes, Jesse, e. September 12. 1861, paroled pris¬ 
oner, m. o. July 22, 1865. 

Hawes, Byron, e. September 23, 1861. trans. to 
169th Co. I. Battalion V. R. C. April 29, 1864. 

Kator. Chas., e. October 3, 1861. 

Kator, Simon, e. October 9. 1861. 

King, L., e. October 3, 1861, dlsd. September 29, 

Lenderman, Alonzo, e. October 1, 1881, dlsd. October 
Locke,' Chas. L., e. October 9, 1861, dlsd. May 29, 

Ludden, C. F., e. October 23, 1861, re-enllsted as 
vet., promoted commissary-sergeant, died December 

Montgomery, Wm., e. September 12, 1861, re-enllsted 

^Mol-gan, Sarnl. L, e. September 12, 1861, re-enllsted 
as vet, in. o. October 31. 1865. 

Morse. Newel, e. September 14, 1861, died at St 
Louis. October 26, 1862. 

Marshall. John, e. October 1, 1861. 

Robinson, F., e. September 12, 1861, died at He¬ 
lena. Ark., September 1, 1862. 

Rockwood. Samuel, e. September 12. 1861. 

Rosekrans, Jas, O., e. October 9, 1861, m. o. October 
31. 1864. 

Rosekrans. Jai 

toberr 31, 1862. ji ^ 

Htorrn, 8. 8., e. September 12, 1861, died at Reeve* 
Station, Mo., April 2, 1865. 


October 16, 1861. dlsd. Oc- 












. December 22, 1865. 


r ARTILLERY. 
Company I. 
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22. 1863. Promoted junior first-lieutenant January 
25, 1864. Promoted in colored regiment July 12, 
1864. 

MEXICAN WAR. 

In 1847, the United States waged war with 
Mexico, and although a large part of the citizens 
of the country did not approve of the war, Illi¬ 
nois turned out loyally to follow the flag, where- 
ever it might go. Some of our greatest heroes 
of the middle period of our history, such as 
Hardin, Bissell, and Shields, took prominent 
part as officers in this war. The names of Palo 
Alto, Buena Vista, Monterey and Vera Cruz still 
shine with brightness in our national history. 
A more deadly foe than bullets was always pres¬ 
ent and hundreds of the soldier boys sickened 
and died in camp from the diseases due to the hot 
climate. A study of the list of those who died 
from this county, compared with the number who 
went, will show the awful mortality. Most of 
those who went from here were in the Second 
Kegimeut, Company E, commanded by Capt. 
Shepard, and the list which follows is taken from 
the official records issued by the state. 


SECOND REGIMENT. 

Company E. 

Captain— 

William Shepard, e. June 4. 1847. 

First-Lieutenants— 

Thomas Oates, e. June 4, 1847, died at San Juan, 
Mex., October 2, 1847. 

Lvman Andrews, e. June 4, 1847, elected (from sec¬ 
ond-lieutenant October, 1847, resigned March 11. 1848. 

Thomas D. Timoney, e. June 4, 1847, upp’d. Decem¬ 
ber 24, 1847. elected March, 1847. died April 16, 1848. 

Sylvanus M. Geotchins, e. app’d. sergeant March 22, 
1848. elected first-lieutenant April 25, 1848. 
Second-Lieutenants— 

William Haywood, e. June 4, 1847, sup’d. resigned, 
left at Jalapa. sick. March 14, 1S48. 

Elisha Lewis, e. June 4, 1847. 

Sergeants— 

John Pook. e. June 4, 1847, appointed from corporal 
March 12. 1848. 

John Joel, e. June 4, 1847, appointed from private 
February 7, 1848. 

Moses Doyle, e. .Tune 4, 1847, appointed from pri¬ 
vate April 30. 1848. 

Corporals— 

Leroy Benson, June 4, 1847, appointed from private 
December, 1848. 

William Bush, e. June 4, 1847, appointed from pri¬ 
vate April 30, 1848. 

George Whitman, e. June 4, 1847, appointed from 
private April 30 ' ,OHO 
John Lower, e. 

April 30, 1848. 

Privates— 

Bowman. Ira, e. June 4, 1847. 

Burton, Burwell, e. June 4. 1847. 

Cox, Robert L., e. June 4, 1847. 


Harrison, John C., e. June, 1847. 

Hanlon, John, e. June, 1S47. 

Irish, John F., e. June, 1847. 

Judy, Andrew, e. July, 1847. 

Kingsley, DeWltt C., e. June, 1847. 

Keenan, John, e. June, 1847. 

Kasters, Theodore, e. June, 1847. 

Lynch, William, e. June, 1847. 

Miller, Reuben, e. June, 1847. 

Mier, John, e. June, 1847. 

Murphy, Peter, e. June, 1847. 

Muilery, John, e. June, 1847. 

Moore. William, e. June, 1847. 

Shearer. Alvin, e. June, 1847. 

Shepard. David N„ e. June, 1847. 

Schwatkin, John, e. June, 1847. 

Thomas, John P„ e. June, 1847. 

Sergeants— 

Matthew Smith, e. June 4, 1847, died at Jalapa, 
Mex., December 21, 1847. 

Nathan Taylor, e. June 4, 1847, died at Jalapa, Hex., 
February 6, 1848. 

Corporals— 

Oliver B. Whitmore, e. June 4, 1847, died at National 
Bridge. November 5, 1847. 

Alexander Rice, e. June 4, 1847, died at Jalapa, 
Mex., December 20, 1847. 

Henry A. Granger, e. June 4, 1847, died at Jalapa, 
Mex., January 10. 1848. 

Musicians— 

Roman P. Holcomb, c. June 4, 1847, died at Jalapa, 
Mex., December 21, 1847. 

Frederick Van Dyke, e. July 1, 1847, died at Jalapa, 
Mex.. December 12, 1847. 




-'\Vstrop, John, e. June 4, 1847, died at Jalapa, Mex., 
January 25, 1848. 

Allen, Conolly S„ e. June 4, 1847, died at Jalapa, 
Mex., December 20, 1S47. 

Allen, Simon, e. June 4. 1847, died at Jalapa, Mex., 
February 14,’ 1S48. 

Applehoff, Adolphus, e. June 4, 1847, died at Jalapa, 
Mex.. November 27, 1847. 

Beechnm, George, e. June 4, 1847, died at Jaiapa, 
Mex.. December 26, 1847. 

Brenan. Michael, c. June, 1847, died at Puebla, 
Mex., May 5, 1848. 

Cunningham, Frederick, e. June, 1847, died at 
Tuebla, Mex., May 28. 1848. 

Doyle, Daniel, e. June, 1847, died at Jalapa, Mex., 
January 0, 1848. 

Fuller, James E., e. June, 1847, died at Vera Crux, 
Mex., December 4, 1847. 

Harran, John, e. June, 1847, died at Vera Cruz, 
Mex., November 11, 1847. 

Hawes, Solomon, e. June, 1847, died at Jalapa, 
Mex., December 13, 1S47. 

Hyde. William, e. June, 1847, died at Vera Cruz, 
Mex., November 15, 1847. 

Kodllng, William K„ e. June, 1847, died at Vera 
Cruz. Mex., November 22. 1847. 

Johnson. Thomas, ,e. June, 1847, died at Puebla. 
Mex.. April 15, 1848/ 

Lewis, James H., e. June. 1847, 

Mex., January 7, 1848. 

Manson, John M., e. June, 1847, died 
La., November 8, 1S47. 

Mills. John J., e. June, 1847, died at Jalapa, Mex., 
December 17, 1847. 

Miller. Samuel H., e. June, 1847, died at Jalapa, 
Mex.. December 23, 1847. 

Myers, Abraham, e. June, 1847, died at Jalapa, Mex., 
December 25. 1S47. 

Oswald. William H., e. June, 1847, died at Puebla, 
Mex., May 19, 1848. 

Phelps, Alanson H., e. June, 1847, died at Jalapa, 
Mex., January 13, 1848. 

Rollins. Charles, e. June, 1847, died at National 
Bridge, Mex.. November 10. 1847. 

Reams, John, e. June, 1847, died at Jalapa, Mex., 
November 10. 1S47. ^ „ 

Sullivan. David E,. e. June, 1847, died at Jalapa, 
Mex., December 22, 1847. 


led at Jalapa, 
it New Orleans, 
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Schwatkln, Gerard H., e. June, 1847, died at Jalapa, 
Mex., January 3, 1848. 

Swift, Warren, e. June, 1847, died at Jalapa, Mex., 
December 25, 1847. 

Sponable, William, e. June, 1847, died at Jalapa, 


Ward, John C., e. June, 1847, died at Jalapa, Mex., 
December 12, 1847. 

Whttback, Jasper, e. June, 1S47, died at Jalapa, 
Mex., May 19, 1848. 

Young, Joseph A., e. July, 1847, died at Vera Cruz, 
Mex., October 29, 1847. 

Sergeants— 

James L. Kennedy, e. June 4, 1847, dlsd. at New 
Orleans, La., June 11, 1848. 

Matthew McWorter, e. June 4, 1847, dlsd. at Vera 
Cruz, Mex., January 3, 1848. 


Privates— 

Duvall, Augustus, e. June 4, 1847, left at Vera 
Cruz hospital September. 1847. 

Glese, Henry, e. June, 1847, dlsd. at Jalapa, Mex., 
January 11, 1848. 

Gilmore, James W., e. June 4, 1847, dlsd. at Jalapa. 
Mex., January 11, 1848. 

Loop, Murray, e. June 4, 1847, dlsd. at Jalapa, 
Mex., December 19, 184 7. 

Loop, Edgar S., e. June 4, 1847, dlsd. at New Or¬ 
leans, La., June, 1848. 

Russel, Francis A., e. June 4, 1847, dlsd. at Jalapa, 
Mex.. February 21, 1848. 

Rogers, John, e, June 4, 1847/ dlsd. at Jalapa, Mex., 
January 11, 1848. 

Sherwood, .Jackson A., e. June 4, 1847, dlsd. at New 
Orleans, La., June, 1848. 


Towner. Hiram G., e, June 27. 1847, dlsd. at New 
Orleans, La., June, 1848. 




Wheeler, John L., e. June 4, 1847, dlsd. at Jalapa, 
Mex.. January 11, 1S48. 

Wyde, George, e. June 7, 1847, dlsd. at New Orleans, 
La., June, 1847. 

John Coleman, e. June 4, 1847, lost on march from 
Puebla to Vera Cruz, June, 1848, supposed captured. 


SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR. 

When the Maine was sunk In Havana Harbor, 
a wave of patriotism spread over the country 
and Boone County, as usual, was ready to re¬ 
spond and to send forth her men for whatever 
was needed to protect the honor of the nation. 
Judge Chas. E. Fuller was looked to by common 
consent as the colonel of a provisional regiment 
raised in this locality, but the regiment was never 
called into action, as only those already a part 
of the Illinois National Guard were needed. 
Most of the Boone County men who enlisted in 
the Spanish War were in the Third Regiment, 
commanded by Colonel Fisher, of Rockford. The 
list as given in the state publication is as follows: 


Histoby of the Thibd Regiment Infantry 
Illinois Volunteers. 

Regiment was enrolled April 26, 1898, and 
mustered into service for two years May 7, 1898, 
at Camp Tanner, Springfield, Ill. Left Camp 
Tanner, and arrived at Chickamauga Park May 
16, 1898, arrived at Newport News July 24,1898, 
sailed on ’St Louis for Porto Rico, July 25, 1898, 
arrived at Ponce, P. R., July 31, 1898, landed at 
Arroyo August 2, 1898, under slight resistance 
by Spanish. Participated in engagement at 
Guayama August 5, 1898, north of Guayama 
August 8. and 13, 1898, out-post duty north of 
Guayama till October 1, 1898, in camp ea6t of 
Guayama until November 2, 1898, embarked on 
Roumanla for New York November 2, 189S, and 
sailed November 3, 1898, arriving .November 9, 
1898. Ordered to home stations via railroad, 
arriving November 11, 1898. The regiment was 
mustered out at Joliet, Ill., January 24, 1899. 


Company G. 

Snyder, Dell., e. April 20, 1898, date of muster May 
7, 1898, m. o. January 14, 1899. 

Company H. 

Butler. Mark M., e. June 17, 1898, date of muster 
June 17, 1898, m. o. January 16, 1899. 

Blacbford. Thomas, e. June 17, 1898, date of muster 
June 17, 1898. m. o. January 16/ 1899. 

Flynn, Richard, e. June 17, 1898, date of muster 
June 17, 1898, absent sick, at m. o, regiment. 

Flannery, Joseph, e. .Tune 17. 1898, date of muster 
June 17, 1898, m. o. January 16, 1899. 

Lawman. William S., e. June 17, 1898, date of mus¬ 
ter June 17, 1898, m. o. January 16, 1899. 

Maloney, Andrew F., e. June 17, 1898, date of mus¬ 
ter June 17, 1898, m. o. January 16, 1899. 

Phelps, Roy M., e. June 17. 1898. date o! muster 
June 17, 1898, m. o. January-16, 1899. 

Roderick. Edward W., c. June 15, 1898, date of mus¬ 
ter June 15, 1898, m. o. January 16, 1899. 

Roderick. John W., e. June 15, 1898, date of mus¬ 
ter June 15, 1898, m. o. January 16, 1899. 

Randolph, John E., e. June 17. 1898. date of muster 
June 17, 1898, m. o. January 16, 1899. 

Stockwell, Fred B., e. June 17, 1898, date of mus¬ 
ter June 17, 1898, m. o. January 16, 1899. 

Company K. 

Ahlbcrg, Lewis, e. June 17, 1898, date of muster 
June 17, 1898, m. o. January IQ, 1899. 

Blank, Frank, e. June 17, 1898. date of muster June 
17, 1898, m. o. January 16, 1899. 

Clayton, John F„ e. June 15. 1898, date of muster 
June 15, 1898, m. o. January 16, 1899. 

Koch, Otto, e. June 17, 1898, date of muster June 
17, 1898, m. o, January 16, 1899. 

Monroe, George, e. June 17, 1898, date of muster 
June 17, 1898, m. o. January 16, 1899. 

Wallace. Ernest D., e. June 17, 1898, date of muster 
June 17, 189S, promoted wagoner September 5, 1898, 
m. o. January 16, 1899. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

PERSONAL AND LOCAL HISTORY. 

CITIZENS OP BOONE COUNTY WHO HAVE BEEN PBOM- 
INENT IN LOCAL, STATE AND NATIONAL HISTOBY— 
GEN. STEPHEN A. HUBLBUT, GEN. ALLEN C. PUL- 
LEB AND CONGRESSMAN CHABLES E. PULLER— 
STATE SENATOR D. A. PULLER—LIST OP EARLY 
CITIZENS ABOUT 1837—CITIZENS OP A LATEB PE¬ 
RIOD CLASSIFIED BY TOWNSHIPS. 

The four most prominent men in Boone 
County within the memory of the present gen¬ 
eration have been Stephen A. Hurlbut, Allen C. 
Fuller, Charles E. Fuller and John J. Foote. Mr. 
Foote’s prominent public duties were more 
closely connected with his native state, New 
York, than with Boone County, his more active 
life having been In the east and his residence 
here being a well earned and comparatively quiet 
rounding out of an honorable career. As to 
either of these prominent citizens it is not pos¬ 
sible to add, by anything we can say, to the 
place they occupy in the history of our county 
and we will therefore present but brief notes of 
their lives and services, as the record of what 
they did appears in every phase of our coun¬ 
ty’s history. Mr. Foote’s biography will be 
found in another part of the work. 

Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut. 

A brief account of General Hurlbut’s life, 
taken mostly from the former history, Is as fol¬ 
lows : Stephen A. Hurlbut was born at Charles¬ 
ton, S. C., November 29, 1815, was thoroughly 
and liberally educated, studied law and was ad¬ 
mitted to the bar in 1837; removed to Belvidere, 
III., September, 1845, where be resided until his 
death, practicing bis profession when not en¬ 
gaged in public duties; was a member of the 
Constitutional Convention of Illinois in 1847; 
was candidate for presidential elector on the 


Whig ticket in 1848; was a member of the State 
Legislature in 1859, 1861 and 1807; and chosen 
presidential elector at large on the Republican 
ticket in 1868. He raised the first company in 
the state of Illinois for the regular United States 
service for three years, which afterwards became 
Company B of Fifteenth Regiment; was appoint¬ 
ed Brigadier-General of Volunteers, June, 1861, 
to rank from May 17, 1801; commanded the 4th 
Division at Pittsburg Landing. General Hurlbut 
has the credit of forming the best line of battle 
and saving the'day to the Union Army at the bat¬ 
tle of Shiloh, and for meritorious service on that 
occasion was appointed Major-General in Sep¬ 
tember, 1862; was assigned to the command of 
the Sixteenth Army Corps at Memphis, and to 
the command of the Department of the Gulf in 
1864 and I860; was honorably mustered out in 
July, 1865; was appointed by President Grant, 
Minister Resident to the United States of Colom¬ 
bia from 1869 to 1872; was elected to the Forty- 
third Congress as a Republican, receiving 15,532 
votes against 5,134 votes for his opponent, S. E. 
Bronson; re-elected to the Forty-fourth Congress; 
married Sopbronia Stevens, Alleghany County, 
New York, jn 1847. General Hurlbut died sud¬ 
denly at his post of duty at Peru, where he rep¬ 
resented the United States. His funeral was 
probably the largest ever held in Belvidere, 
bodies of Knights Templar, Masons and other 
friends coming by special train from all direc¬ 
tions. He lies buried in Belvidere cemetery. 
There was no one ever lived in Boone County 
more popular than General Hurlbut During the 
latter part of his life he lived in a large man¬ 
sion on East Street (which name was changed 
in honor of him to Hurlbut Avenue). The house 
is now occupied by Mr. Morrison. General Hurl¬ 
but’s family resided here for some time after 
his death, but are now living in the east. 

Gen. Allen C. Fuller. 

Allen C. Fuller was bom in Farmington, Hart¬ 
ford County, Conn., September 24, 1S22. He 
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studied law with Judge J. R. Doolittle at War¬ 
saw, N. Y., and was admitted to the bar in 
that state. He came to Belvidere in 1846 and 
immediately took high rank among the lawyers 
of that day. After holding several of the minor 
offices he was elected judge of the circuit court, 
which office he held until he resigned, July, 1861, 
having accepted with some reluctance the posi¬ 
tion of adjutant-general of the state. His con¬ 
duct in that office, and the way he supplied the 
Illinois soldier boys with the comforts and Ne¬ 
cessities of life during the Civil War, is a part 
of the history of the state and the nation. After 
the war he came within a few votes in the con¬ 
vention of being nominated for governor by the 
Republican State Convention. In 1S64 he was 
elected representative in the general' assembly 
and was chosen speaker of the house. He was 
afterwards state senator. 'During the latter 
part of his life General Fuller became inter¬ 
ested in business enterprises outside of Belvidere, 
notably the street railway system of Denver, 
Col., and the lumber industry in northern Wis¬ 
consin. In the latter business he was associated 
with some of the noted men of Wisconsin. He 
founded a bank at Bayfield, Wis., and spent 
much of his time'during the late years of his 
life at a fine home which he built in that locality. 
General Fuller’s brother, also a man of great 
ability, became one of the most prominent adver¬ 
tising men in the country. General Fuller’s 
business enterprises were very successful and he 
became one of Belvidere’s richest men. He was a 
director in the First and Second National banks 
and had more or less interest in many other en¬ 
terprises. His close associate was James Greg¬ 
ory, whom he met in Wiscousin, and who after¬ 
wards became his valued assistant, and one of 
his executors. Mr. Gregory also, through such 
an able teacher, became quite wealthy and is 
connected with the lumber and banking interests 
in Wisconsin. General Fuller lived in a large 
house surrounded by beautiful grounds at the 
bend in North State Street. He died Dee. 0, 


1901, and his funeral was attended by a large 
number of people, including the Boone County 
Bar, which turned out in a body. Rev. Easton, 
a former pastor here, came from Washington es¬ 
pecially to deliver the funeral address for his 
departed friend. 

Judge and Congressman Fouler. 

The most prominent citizen of Boone County at 
the present time is Congressman Charles E. 
Fuller. His biography as given in the former 
history is as follows; Charles E. Fuller, attor¬ 
ney and counsellor at law; born in Flora, Boone 
County, Ill., March 31, 1S49; son of Seymour and 
Eliza A. Fuller, who came to Illinois from Gen¬ 
esee County, N. Y., and settled in Flora Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, in '1845; attended district 
school until 12 years of age; in TS61 to -1S63, 
clerked in store in Belvidere for his uncle, J. C. 
Mordoff; afterwards, until 1SG7, was employed 
at clerking in Cherry Valley, Ill., Independence, 
la., and Wataga, Ill.; in 1S07-S, carried on a 
book store at Waverly, la., in connection with 
a brother, J. A. Fuller; afterwards, until spring 
of 1S69, traveled through Iowa and Minnesota 
as agent for a^wholesale book house in Dubuque; 
in 1S69 commenced the study of law in the office 
of Jesse S. Hildrup, at Belvidere, Ill.; was ad¬ 
mitted to the bar August 17, 1870, at the age of 
21 years; he then practiced his profession at 
Belvidere with success second to none. Has taken 
a ‘‘somewhat active part” in politics, as a Re¬ 
publican ; made several active political canvasses 
for the Republicans in 1870,1S72 and 1S76, gain¬ 
ing considerable reputation as a stump speaker; 
in 1875 was elected corporation attorney of Bel¬ 
videre, and re-elected in 1S76; at the fall elec¬ 
tion of 1S76 was elected state’s attorney; was 
married April 24,1S73, to Miss Sadie A. Mackey, 
daughter of Hugh Mackey, of Cherry Valley, 
Ill.; after the death of Judge M. M. Boyce in 
1S73, purchased the law office and library- of the 
old firm of M. M. Boyce & Bro. As stated in 
another part of this work, Judge Fuller was 
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elected circuit judge and held that positioiruntil 
he was elected congressman. He has been a con¬ 
gressman for several terms, and if the people of 
Boone County had the whole say, he would hold 
that office for many years to come. It is hoped 
that the citizens of the other counties in the dis¬ 
trict will look at the matter in the same light, 
for at least several terms. Judge Fuller is now 
associated in the law business with William Is¬ 
rael, but devotes most of his time to congressional 
duties. His office is in the Fuller block, a build¬ 
ing on South State Street, just south of the turn, 
owned by Judge Fuller and his brother, Senator 
Fuller. In the house of representatives at Wash¬ 
ington, his chief work lias been on the commit¬ 
tee on insular possessions and invalid pensions, 
and many veterans and veterans' widows in the 
district are indebted to him for his work in ob¬ 
taining them pensions. He also secured a large 
appropriation for the new postoilice at Belvidere, 
which is to be placed on the site of the old 
Woodruff House on South State Street, just north 
of Locust Street. In state conventions, Boone 
County’s eight delegates would make a compara¬ 
tively small showing among the hundreds of 
others, but with Judge Fuller as its chairman, 
the county is able to take a prominent part in the 
proceedings. Probably the most stirring part 
in Judge Fuller’s career was when he managed 
John A. Logan’s candidacy for United States 
senator, but that is a part of the history of the 
state and need not be repeated here. 

Senator D. A. Fuller. 

, DuFay A. Fuller, brother of Judge Fuller, is 
also one of the leading citizens of the county. 
He was senator for this district at Springfield for 
several terms and is one of the leaders of the 
Republican party in this locality. He conducts 
an insurance business, representing some of the 
strongest companies in the county, and probably 


writes more insurance than anyone else in the 
city. He is also associated with Frank Stock- 
well and Frank Johnston in the real estate busi¬ 
ness, their offices being in the Fuller block on 
South State Street. Mr. Fuller was bom in 
Flora Township in 1S52. 

It is a rather curious coincidence that the 
name of so many of those prominently connected 
with our history should have been Fuller. Mar¬ 
garet Fuller, Gen. Allen C. Fuller, Judge Chas. 
E. Fuller, and Senator D. A. Fuller. The two 
latter are brothers, but none of the others were 
related. 

List of Early Citizens —1S37, 

The writer in delving into the musty papers, 
has been able to find the road commissioner’s 
list for the year 1S37. District Mo. 1 was the 
east part of the State road and Chas. JIcDougal 
was the commissioner. District Mo. 2 was the 
State road, beginning at the west line of the 
county, and running to Crosby's store in Belvi¬ 
dere. John S. King was originally appointed 
road commissioner but excused on accouut of age 
and Israel-Stone'appointed, he being succeeded 
by Ira I-Iasklns, or vice versa. District Mo. 3 
included the County road beginning at the State 
road near Crosby’s and running to and intersect¬ 
ing the State road near Billy Ames's. This was 
East Lincoln Avenue and the road around the 
big bend of the river. David Caswell was super¬ 
visor and the largest population was contained 
in this district. District Mo. I included the road 
which commenced at the angle of the State road 
enst of Belvidere and ran westerly on the south 
side of the Kishwaukee to the county line. This 
wab the River road, Cornelius Cline was the su¬ 
pervisor. While there may- have been a few cit¬ 
izens who were too young or too old to work the 
road, or a few who were skipped, yet these lists 
represent very fairly the names of the Boone 
County citizens in 1S37. 
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District No. 1. 


Mr. Brace, 

J. Blachford, 

J. Briggs, 

Jno. Sponable, 

J. Fisk, 

Cbas. AW McDougal, 
J. MacA r eigh, 

H. Curtiss, 

J. W. Briggs, 


S. P. Doty, 

H. Mead, 

S. P. Hyde, 

S. Blackford, 
D. H.AVhitney, 
X. Bartlett, 

A. Thurston, 

I. Gould, 
Alfred Ames. 


Distbict No. 2. 


W. Gillman, 

James McBride, 

Ira Haskins, 

Daniel Sheldon, 

Jacob Hill, 

Geo. D. Hicks, 

Asabel Aldridge, 
Cornelius Cline, 

David Baines, 
Adolphus Carpenter, 
E. A. Nixon, 

P. B. Crosby, 

Allen 


Mr. Kates, 

Moses Blood, 

-Babcock, 

John Q. A. Rollins, 
Thomas Baines, 
Israel Stone', 
Arthur Blood, 

Mr. Bishop, 

II. AA r aterman, 
AA r m. Pratt, 

D. D. Elliott, 

John S. King, 
Carpenter. 


Distbict No. 3. 


Mason Shereburn, Norman Bartlett, 

AVilliam Dresser, Hiram Stow, 

David Caswell, Charles Drake, 

Timothy Caswell, John Herbert, 

Aaron AVhitney, -Evans, 

James Shinn, John Lawrence, 

Alfred Chamberlayne, -Austin, 

Benjamin Sweet, -Gooch, 

Othanail Stone, 'Elias Congdon, 

George A. Cunningham, -Coleby, 

Horace R. Green, 

Norman Bartlett, 

Daniel Lawrence, 

H. G. Sanford, 

Joseph Briggs, 

Artimus Carpenter, 

David Drake, 


Charles II. Payne, 
Bert Fairchild, 

L. A. Doolittle, 

. Christopher Payne, 
Joseph Chamberlayne, 
Lemuel Tuttle, 
Charles Simpson, 


SetlfS. Whitman, 
Enos Rairdin, 
D.H. Whitney, 
Oliver Hale, 
Obediah Sands, 
Ebeneser Tuttle, 


Thomas Cunningham, 
William Stewart, 
Albert Stone, 

William Bulkley, 
David Beebe, 

Morris Yates, 


District No. 4. 


John K. Towner^ 

-Renny, 

Hiram Mead, 

-- Blood, 

Charles S. AVhitman, 


Franklin Lawrence, 
Cornelius Cline, 
Milton S. Mason, 

Ed. E. Moss, 


Sherman Stone. 


Prominent Citizens of the Middle Period. 

So many citizens, in the generations that have 
gone by, have taken their part in making Boone 
County what it is, that it is very hard to in¬ 
clude them all and to measure with any degree 
of precision the space to which the services of 
each entitle them. In order that the names of 
the generation which has just passed may be 
included we have taken from the history of 
Boone County, published in 1S77, the most im¬ 
portant facts shown in the lists given in the 
back of that work. Some of these citizens have 
passed to the great beyond and some are still 
with us. many of them being prominent and 
active citizens. There are doubtless others who 
are not mentioned but who should be, and we 
have endeavored in this list and in the matter 
given in the foregoing part of the history, to 
mention as many as space will permit of those 
who have helped In building up the Community. 


Belvidere Township. 

Amzi Abbe, born in Berkshire County, Mass., 
July 15, 1S0G; came to Belvidere, Boone County, 
in 1S42; married Sybil Bates, of Pittsfield, Mass., 
in 1S29; she died October 30, 1SG4; he married 
Mrs. Susan Collins, of New York. 

D. W. Allen, born in Oneida County, N. Y., 
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November 15, 1817; lived in that state thirty- 
three years; came to this county September 21, 
1850; married Mary Rix, of Connecticut, in 
1838; she died in 1860; married Ruth F. Foster 
of Maine. 

George B. Ames, born in Westfield, Chau¬ 
tauqua County, N. X., February, 1837; removed 
to Belvidere, 1853; married Miss Eva S. Watson, 
. of Nashua, N. H. 

Abner Angell, M. D., born in New Berlin, Che¬ 
nango County, N. Y., January 6, 1810; lived in 
that state until 27 years of age; came to this 
state in 1843, to Genoa, De Kalb County; came 
to this county in 1845; married L. Augusta 
Caulkins. 

Egbert H. Avery, born in Groton, Conn., Jan¬ 
uary 1, .1816;.lived in that state forty years; 
came to Belvidere, Boone County, October 4, 
1854; married Sarah L. Cogshall, of New Lon¬ 
don, Conn. 

Edward Ballard, bom in Oswego, N. Y., Oc¬ 
tober 23, 1831; lived in that state twenty-three 
years; came to Illinois, Boone County, in 1853; 
married S. E. Sheldon of Michigan, in April, 
1855; she was the daughter of F. S. Sheldon, 
one of the earliest settlers of Boone County. 

J. R. Balllet, bom in town of Riley, McHenry 
County, Ill., February 26, 1848; lived in that 
county 19 years, and came to city of Belvidere 
in 1867; married Mary Derthick, of this city. 

S. G. Barker, bom in Chenango County, N. Y., 
August 7, 1821; lived in that state twenty-three 
years; came to Boone County in 1844; married 
Louisa Spencer of New York; she died June 2, 
1872; married Miss McMIchael. 

John Barnes, born in Oneida County, N. Y,, Oc¬ 
tober 20, 1847; lived there about eighteen years; 
came to Illinois, Boone County, in 1S65; mar¬ 
ried Jessie Wrate, of Belvidere; she was born 
in Westfield, Yt. 

Martin Barringer, born in Rensselaer County, 
N. Y., July 19, 1S06; came to De Kalb County in 
1843; then to Boone County; married Mary 
Ann Ives, of Rensselaer County, N. Y., who died 
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June 27, 1874; later married Mrs. Lunah Sage, 
of Genesee County, N. Y. 

Mrs. Mary S. Bennett, bom at Groton, Mass., 
May 25, 1805; came to Boone County in 1839; 
married Jas. Bennett; he was born in Groton, 
Mass., Nov. 25, 1802; died August 20, 1868. 

Willis II. Bennett, born in Erie, Pa., August 
24, 1851; came to Boone County in 1859. 

Martin C. Bentley, born in Franklin County, 
Yt., January 1, 1805; came to Boone County in 
1844; married Sallie M. Woodruff; she was born 
in Erie County, N. Y. 

Eli Bogardus, bom Onondaga County, N. Y., 
August 16, 1812; came to Michigan; lived there 
fifteen years; came to Belvidere in 1850; he 
married Maria Griffin, from Onondaga County, 
N. Y. 

Henry F. Bowley, bom in Sussex, England, 
September 27, 1S37; came to Belvidere in 1S55; 
married Miss Hannah Rider. James . Rider, 
father of Mrs. Bowley, came to Belvidere in 
1S51; he died in 3875. 

A. C. Bush, born in St. Lawrence County, N. 
Y., March 15,1826; came to this county In 1843; 
married Laura E. Hall, from Erie County, Pa., 
in February, 184!). 

George W. Campbell, bom in Otsego County, 
N. Y., August 11, 1820; came to Boone County 
in 1836; married Cornelia Marsh,, from Plain- 
field, Otsego County, N. Y. 

E. W. Case was born in Barkhamsted, Eng¬ 
land; came to Belvidere in 1868. • 

Simeon L. Covey, former sheriff of Boone 
County, bom in Chautauqua County, N. Y., 
February 1, 1S34; came to Belvidere in 1837; his 
first wife was Eliza Webster, of Hamburg, N. Y.; 
married, second, Elizabeth Porter, daughter of 
Thos. W. Porter, Esq. 

Jefferson Conger, born in Westerlo, Albany 
County, N. Y., March 30, 1837; came to Boone 
County, Ill., in 1S54. 

R. W. Coon, former publisher of the Belvi¬ 
dere Northwestern, bora in Frankfort, Clinton 
County, Ind., May 31, 1S42; came to this state 
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in 1850; came to Belvidere in 1 1870; married 
Susan Bacon, from New Hampshire, in 1S66; 
she died in 1868; married Mary A. Keeler, of 
this city. 

Lucian L. Crandall, born in Cazenovia, Madi¬ 
son County, N. Y., August 11, 1815; came to 
Belvidere, July 4, 1S45; married Serena C. 
Stevens, from Allegheny County, N. Y. 

Enoch Cronk, born in Dover, Dutchess County, 
N. Y., March 11, 1S05; came to Boone County, 
in 1S42; married Mary Denny from Dover, 
Dutchess County, N. Y. , 

George Dean, born in Ireland, December 18, 
1803; in 1832, married Matilda J. Willis, who 
died in 1S40; came to lower Canada in 1S32, 
and to Boone County in 1844; married Elizabeth 
Smith, formerly Elizabeth Davis, who was born 
in Maine. 

Horatio C. DeMunn, born in Genesee County, 
N. Y., November 12, 1S24; came to Belvidere, 
Boone County, in 1S45.; was appointed circuit 
clerk in 1S63; was elected county clerk in 1864 ; 
re-elected in ISOS, and again re-elected in 1S72; 
was elected county treasurer in 1S50; married 
Abigail A. Stackpole. 

Dudley Derthick, born in Chicago, November 
20, 1847; came to Belvidere in 1849; married 
Martha Sisk, of Paris, Edgar County, Ill. 

Mrs. Mary Doolittle, born in Essex County, N. 
Y., November 20, 1S23; came to Belvidere in 
1849; married Rival Doolittle; he was born in 
Vermont, 1S20; came to this county 1836. 

Cornelius DuBois, born in Franklin County, N. 
Y., April 3, 1813; came to Belvidere in 1S36; 
married Mary Sheldon, from New York; she 
died in 1S49; married to Mrs. Julia Watkins, of 
Genesee County, N. Y. 

Fred DuBois, born, in Belvidere, October 3, 
1842; married Celestia M. Gleason; she was bom 
in the town of Guilford, Winnebago County, Ill. 

J. H. Farrar was born in Oxford County, 
Maine, March 28, 1S48; came to this county in 
1867; married S. J. Decosta, from Oxford County, 
Maine. 


Leighton Foster, born in Limerick, Maine, April 
19, 1810; came to Belvidere in 1S52; married 
Clarissa Ricker; she was born in New Portland, 
Maine. 

James Francis, born in Sussex County, Eng., 
November 18, 1838; came to Boone County, in 
1853; he married Sallie E. Moore, from Cort¬ 
land County, N. Y. 

John D. Freeman, bom in Allegany County, 
N. Y., June 26, 1S25; came to this county in 
1S55; married Pollie Northrup, of Schoharie 
County, N. Y. 

Elijah G. Froorn, born in Ogdensburg, N. Y., 
July 14, 1S12; came to this county August 12, 
1S40; married Mrs. Rhoda Cross.- 
Cephas Gardner, born in Grafton County, N. 
H., October 9, 1800; came to this county in 
1836; was county treasurer, supervisor and jus¬ 
tice of the peace; married Pamelia Bodwell, of 
Stansel, Lower Canada. 

Col. L. O. Gilman, former deputy D. S. mar¬ 
shal, born in Province of Quebec, January 2S, 
1S31; came to Boone County, 1SG0; was in the 
army,, colonel 15th I. V. I.; was wounded at 
battle of Atlanta, July 22, 1S64; was at the battle 
of Pittsburg Landing, siege of Corinth, siege of 
Vicksburg; was in Gen. Sherman’s campaign in 
1864 until wounded; was elected sheriff of this 
county in 1S66; was elected county treasurer in 
1870, and was appointed deputy U. S. marshal In 
1S70, office in Chicago; married Elotia I. Gar¬ 
land, January 10, 1S55; she was from Province 
of Quebec. 

George Gilson, born Isle of Man, August 12, 
1795; came to America in 1S25; came to this 
county in 1835; married Elizabeth Hurst, from 
Cambridgeshire, Eng., born in Lincolnshire; she 
died June 25, 1S72. 

Joseph Goodrich, born Somerset County, Me., 
February 6, 1813; came to this state in 1839; 
he married Mrs. Harriet Ticknor (formerly Har¬ 
riet L. Luce), of Prattville, Ala.; she was bom 
in Connecticut. 

Thos. Gough, born Newcastle, Eng., August 26, 
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1846; came to this county in 1867; married Car- Luther Hollister, bom in Green County, N. Y., 


rie Shippey, at Elkhorn, Wis. 

D. H. Hammond, born in Cortland County, N. 
Y., March 2, 1832; came to Boone County in 
1854; was in- the army over three years; mar¬ 
ried Elizabeth M. Shanks; she was from Ohio. 

Geo. H. Hartwell, born in Belvidere, Febru¬ 
ary 8, 1S37; married Alice M. Rix, from Utica, 
N. Y.; his father, Thos. IV. Hartwell, was born 
in Massachusetts, and came to Boone in 1S35; 
he died in 1847. 

John Haynes, born in Steubenville, Ohio, No¬ 
vember 12, 1S33; came to Belvidere in 1S73; he 
married Lucy A. Bonbrigbt, from Philadelphia. 

Win. Haywood, born Chautauqua County, N. 
Y., May 4, 1823; came to this state and county, 
June 4, 1S4G; was second-lieutenant 5th I. V. X.; 
married Miss Lydia E. Rix, from Herkimer 
County, N. Y. 

Jonathan Hey wood, born in Lancashire, Eng., 
August 4, 1S13; came to this country in 1S38; 
to this county in April, 1840; he married Jane 
Worthington, from Lancashire, Eng. 

Jesse S. Hildrup, born Middletown, Conn., May 
14, 1S33; came to Belvidere, Boone County, in 
1S60, and practiced law; held offices of corpora¬ 
tion trustee, supervisor, deputy provost marshal, 
and master in chancery; was member of the con¬ 
stitutional convention of 1S70; he represented 
this district in the state legislature during the 
twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth general assem¬ 
blies; was appointed United States marshal for 
northern district, Ill., by President Hayes, March 
16,1877; married Nellie Brinkerhoff, from Mans¬ 
field, Ohio. 

Ira D. Hill, born Putnam County, N. Y., De¬ 
cember 25,1S23; came to this state and county in 
1853; was in army, Co. B, 05th I. V. I.; married 
Mrs. Phoebe Case, formerly Phoebe Miller, of 
Putnam County, N. Y., July 25, 1S44. 

G. C. Hollenshead, born iu Tompkins County, 
N. Y., February 19, 1813; came to this county 
.in 1856; married Sophronia Johnson, from 
Orange County, N. Y. 


September 7, 1S07; came to this county in 1S65; 
married Jane Onderdonk, of Albany County, 

N. Y. 

Andrew Horan, born in County Antrim, Ire¬ 
land, November 27, 1819; came to Quebec in 
1S41; arrived in this country, at Chicago, Oc¬ 
tober 10, 1S47; came to Belvidere in September, 
184S; was employed by the Chicago & Galena R. 
R.; married Catherine Johnston, November 26, 
1S39; she was born in County Antrim, -Ireland. 

D. Hopkins, born iu Oneida County, N. Y., 
February 22, 1834; came here in 1SG4; married 
Miss Frank A. Smiley, from Erie County, Pa. 

H. Hull, born in Putnam Count}-, N. Y., No¬ 
vember 17, 1834; came to Boone County in 1S55; 
married Calista M. Stockwell; she was born in 
Livingston, N. Y. 

J, H. Humphrey, born in Knox County, Ohio, 
August 31, 1840; was in army; was Captain Co. 
C, One Hundred and Forty-second Regiment I. 
Y. I.; married Rosira Newton, from Bingham¬ 
ton, N. Y. 

A. Jones, born iu Albany County, N. Y., May 
6, 1S22; came to Boone County, in April, 1857; 
married Mary A-. Vanatten, from New York. 

Warren Keller, born in Cortland County, N. 
Y., June 12, 1S22; came to Boone County, 1849, 
and married Delotia Keeney, of Onondaga 
County, N. Y.; she was bom July 21, ISIS. 

C. E. Kelsey, born in Clinton, Conn., April 4, 
1834; came to Belvidere in 1864; married Ellen 
E. Tompkins, of this" city; she was born in the 
State of Pennsylvania. 

Francis King, born in Tioga County, N. Y., 
February 15, 1842; came to Belvidere in 1S48, 
and married Anna Dean, from the State of 
Maine. 

Fred H. E. King, former Agent C. & N. W. R. 
R., born in Oneida County, N. Y., April 24, 
1S27; came to this state in 1S57; came to Bel¬ 
videre in 1S62; was also agent of the American 
Express Co.; married Frances W. Mack, of Mc¬ 
Henry County. 
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Job Kinyon, born in Chittenden County, Vt., 
May 20, 1820; married Hannah Ellis, of Ver¬ 
mont. 

• C. C.'Knight, bom In Baltimore, Md., March 
18, 1826; came to Belvidere in 1856; married 
Mary Rosencrans, from New York. 

Leonard L. Lake, M. D., bom in Erie County, 
N. X., September 26, 1821; came to this county 
in 1837; graduated from Rush Medical College, 
Chicago; was assistant surgeon Thirteenth Illi¬ 
nois Cavalry; was at Camp Douglas, Chicago; 
was assistant surgeon Fifteenth Regiment I. V. 
I.; married Asenath Marvin, from Erie County, 
N. X. 

Stephen Lambert, bom in Dover, Piscataquis 
County, Me., March 22, 1814; came to Boone 
County, May IS, 1852; married Lydia Crowell, 
from Maine. 

E. J. Leach, born in Bennington County, Vt., 
November 17, 1S23; came to this town In 1847; 
was in army, 05th Regiment I. V. I., Co. B.; 
married Martha C. Campbell; she died in 1862; 
married Eliza J. Gillsou, from Caledonia. 

Tbos. J. Linnell, born in Jefferson County, N. 
X., October IS, 1815; came to Rockford, this 
state, November 0, 1845; came to Boone County, 
Caledonia, in 1S51; married Mary Thom, Janu¬ 
ary 31, 1841; she was born in Jefferson County, 
N. X., May 1, 1824. 

Alex. L. Livingston, born in Glasgow, Scotland, 
October 1, 1S44, came to this country in 1S55; 
came to this county in 1861; married Maggie L. 
Cunningham, from Rhode Island. 

Samuel Longcor, bom in Dundee,, Xates 
County, N. X., October 25, 1S13; came to Belvi¬ 
dere in the spring of 1839; he was among the 
first to manufacture scouring plows in this state; 
he married Malinda Smith, of Steuben County, 
N. X. 

Addison Longcor was born in New Xork in 
1835; was in the army, first-lieutenant and com¬ 
manded Co. B, loth Regiment, I. V. I. 

Leonard S. Longcor, born in Belvidere, August 
22, 1845; married Juliet G. Ticknor, of Plates- 


ville, Ala., June 23, 1870; she was bora in same 
place, and was a step-daughter of Joseph Good¬ 
rich. 

John C. Longcor, born August 8, 1847; en¬ 
gaged in drug business. 

Chas. B. Loop, former postmaster, born Steuben 
County, N. X., October 12, 1835; came to this 
state and Belvidere at an early age; was in army, 
95th I. V. I.; went out as captain Co. B, and was 
promoted major; was elected clerk of this 
county, 1865; re-elected in 1S69, and re-elected in 
1873; was appointed postmaster here in 1877; 
married Maria ,T. Pierce, from Washington 
County, N. X. j! 

Samuel Lovejoy, born in Washington County, 
N. X., May 4, 1830; removed to Illinois in 1851; 
went to Iowa in 1860; returned to Boone County 
in 1864; married Clara R. Perry, from New 
Xork. 

S. Loveless, born Bay Fundy, February 13, 
1815; came to this county in 1S47; run the Big 
Thunder Flouring Mills here for ten years; 
married Hannah M. Russel, from Vermont. 

A. R. Luce, born in Tolland County, Conn., 
September 26, 1S29; came to Belvidere in 1873; 
married Mary French, from Connecticut; sbe v 
died April 1, 1870; married Emily V. Baker, 
from New Xork. 

Win. McBride was born in Allegheny County, 
N. X., July 5, 1816, and came to Belvidere Sep¬ 
tember 20, 1837; his first wife was Elizabeth 
Reynolds; his second wife was Sarah Haight, 
from McHenry County. 

Chas. McDougall, born Canada East, April 10, 
1795; came to Boone County, July, 1836; mar¬ 
ried Fanny. Terry, of Canada, April 8, 1822; she 
was born June 17, 1799. 

Marvin Marean, justice of the peace, born in 
Broome County, N. X., June 8, 1827; came to 
this county in 1854; married Olive Howard, 
from Broome Count}-, N. X. 

Jas. B. Martyn, former proprietor Baltic Mills, 
born in County Cornwall, England, December 28, 
1801; came to this country in 1S29; came to 
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Belvidere in 1854; married Elizabeth Brewer, 
from County Cornwall, England, 1824; she died 
in 1870; married Elizabeth Rigbtor, from Rock¬ 
ford, Winnebago County. 

John Mason, bom Newcastle, Staffordshire, 
England, December 1, 1825; came to this country 
in 1849; came to Belvidere in 1851; married 
Caroline Owen, August 23, 1855; she was born 
in Chautauqua County, N. Y., November 2,1828. 

Ezra May, bom in Eastern Township, Lower 
Canada, November 6, 1813; came to the United 
States in 1836; came to Boone County in 1839; 
married Louisa N. May, February 24, 1841; she 
was from Orleans County, N. Y.; she died Sep¬ 
tember 16, 1862. 

Hugh May, bom in Crawford County, Pa., Sep¬ 
tember 6, 1824; came to this county in 1866; 
married Catherine Ilart, from Pennsylvania, De¬ 
cember 31, 1846; she died in 1860; married Julia 
Harper, from Ohio. 

George J. Meyer, born in Baden, Germany, Sep¬ 
tember 29, 1S48; came to this country in 1867; 
came to Belvidere same year; married Theodora 
Zimmerman; she was bom in Baden, Germany. 

F. Morse, born in Massachusetts, November 
14, 1812; removed to Orleans County, N. Y.; 
lived there twenty-five years; came to Belvidere 
In 1837; married Cordelia Knowlton, from Mich¬ 
igan, 1853. 

Asa Moss, bom in Washington County, N. Y., 
December 21, 1818; came to Boone County in 
1836; married Alvira Stewart, from Erie County, 
N. Y., in 1845. 

Chas. S. Moss, former county surveyor, born in 
Belvidere, January 9, 1848; studied civil engi¬ 
neering and graduated at Chicago University; 
was elected surveyor of Boone County in 1871, 
and re-elected in 1875; married Mary C. A. 
Brown; she was bom In Weston,. Mass. 

Edward E. Moss, born in Cortland County, N. 
Y., March 17,-1S15; came to Boone county in 
July, 1836; married Sarah Cates, from Chau¬ 
tauqua County, N. Y. 

W. S. A. Moss, born Windsor County, Vt., 


February 24, 1816; came to Boone County in 
1859; married Eliza Cady, from Vermont. 

Major R. E. Osgood,- bom in Jefferson County, 
N. Y., November 11, 1827; was in the army, in 
the 6th O. V. C.; was elected sheriff in 1870; 
married Eliza J. Russell, of Ohio. 

Samuel Papper, born in Nottinghampshire, 
England, August 20, 1827; came to this country 
in 1848; came to Belvidere in 1848; was in the 
army, in Co. G, 95th Regiment, X. V. I.; mar¬ 
ried Mary Jane Powell; she was bom in Frank¬ 
lin County, N. Y. 

Daniel B. Pettit, bom In Wayne County, Pa., 
December 9, 1822; came to Belvidere, September 
25, 1845; married Mary J. ,Doyle in Hancock, 
N. Y., June 18, 1846. 

Thos. W. Porter, born in County Norfolk, Eng¬ 
land, December 13; 1803; came to this country 
December 10, 1833; came to this county Septem¬ 
ber 12, 1838; married Charlotte Lane ; she was 
born in County Norfolk, England, August 5, 1800, 
and she died November 20, 1873, aged 74. 

A. Quackenboss, born in Canada East, Octoger 
TT, 1821; came to the state in 1838; came to 
Boone County in 1845; his first wife was Amelia 
Slusser; liis second wife was Julia Martin, from 
New York. 

R. Roberts, born in East Hartford, Conn., De¬ 
cember 24, 1824; came to this county in 1851; 
he published the Belvidere “Standard” for many 
years; married P. L. Cowdrey, of Ashtabula, 
Ohio. 

Wm. H. Robinson, born in County Kent, Eng¬ 
land, March 3, 1850; came to this country at an 
early age; lived in New York two years; came 
to Belvidere in 1854. 

John A. Rollins, born in Belvidere, Ill., Oc¬ 
tober 31, 1839; enlisted as private in 1861, In 
the 45th I. V. I.; promoted to second-lieutenant 
in June, 1862, and to first-lieutenant the follow¬ 
ing October; admitted to the bar In 1868. 

W. C. Rowan, born in Batavia, Genesee 
County, N. Y., March 2, 1826; came to Belvi- 
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dere,, 1SG0; married Lovina Caswell; she was 
bom in Orleans County, N. Y. 

James W. Sawyer, former circuit clerk, born 
in Windsor County, Vt., November 9, 1835; came 
to Belvldere in 1S70; circuit clerk of Boone 
County; married Rule D. Fisher, from Wash¬ 
ington County, N. Y. 

Joy H. Saxton, born Buffalo, N. Y., February 
16,1841; came to Belvidere in 1846; was in the 
army, Co. G, 95th Regiment, I. V. I.; married 
Matilda Herbert, of Belvidere. John Saxton, 
father of Joy H., was born in the state of New 
York, 1813; came to Belvidere, 1846; married 
Almeda V. Handy, from New York. 

Chas. Scott, M. D., born in Lycoming County, 
Pa., May 23, 1S49; graduated at Rush Medical 
College in 1874; came to Belvidere; married 
Clara E. Towsley, of Portage County, Ohio. 

Isaac Sewell, born in Suffolk County,'England, 
October 10, 1817; came to Canada at an early 
age; came to this county in 1S39; married Mary 
Godwin, in Detroit, May, 1S39; she was born in 
England. 

C. I-I. Seymour, M. D., bom in Avon, Living¬ 
ston Count}’, N. Y., May 2, 1S2S; graduated at 
Jefferson College, Philadelphia; came to Belvi¬ 
dere in 1877; married Mary A. Rogers, of Albany 
County, N. Y.; she graduated at St. Louis Col¬ 
lege, received diploma, and practiced with her 
husband. 

Prof. Henry J. Sherrill, born in Madison 
County, N. Y„ April 28, 1824; came to Belvi¬ 
dere in 1865; married Jennie A. Briggs, of Che¬ 
nango County, N. Y.; she died in 1S70; mar¬ 
ried Mrs. Alice J. Seaver, formerly Miss Alice 
Bentley, of Aurora, N. Y. 

John Stephenson, born in Cumberland Count}’, 
England, September 16, 181S; came to Belvi¬ 
dere in 1847; his first wife was Elizabeth Ty¬ 
son, of Cumberland County, England; she died 
in 1847; married Martha Telford, from Ireland. 

Samuel Swasey, bom in Newberry, Vt., Febru- ' 
ary 22, 1804; came to this state in 1833; re¬ 
turned to New Hampshire in 1836; came to this 


count}- in 1S67; married Edith Holmes, of Pe- 
tersborough, N. H. 

Jas. S. Terwilliger, former cashier First Na¬ 
tional Bank, bom in Cortland County, N. y., 
March 26, 1S22; came to this county in 1S47; 
married Emily Mitchell, from Petersburg, N. H 
H. 

Dexter S. Thomas, bom in Maine, October 26, 
1S35; came to Boone County in 1855; was in the 
army, 15th I. V. I.; married Ellen M. Blake, 
from New Hampshire. 

Enos Tompkins was born in New York City, 
February 1, 1795; came to Belvidere, Septem¬ 
ber, 1851; for several years he was senior mem¬ 
ber of the firm of Tompkins & Fuller, bankers; 
married Rebecca Newell, of Farmington, Conn. 

J. R. Tousley. former proprietor of the Julien 
House, bom in Portage County, Ohio, November 
28, 1S35; came to Belvidere in 1S65; married 
Augusta Traver, daughter of Robert Traver, 
who was born in Cortland County, N. Y. 

Eugene E. P. Truesdell, bom in Hampden 
County Mass., September 24, 1S45; came to Bel¬ 
videre, July, 1S67; married Fannie T. Page; 
she was bom in Belvidere. 

Isaac W. Tuthill, bom Orange County, N. Y., 
August 25, 1847; came to Belvidere about 1S74; 
married Lizzie G. Wallace, from Poplar Grove. 

John Waldock, born in Bedfordshire, Eng- , 
land, January 16, 1844; came to this country in 
1S56; came to Belvidere in 1860; was in the 
army, Co. D, 15th I. V. i.; promoted to first- 
lieutenant; married Eliza Dupuy, from’ Rock¬ 
ford. 

Houghton C. Walker, born Town of Peachan, 
Caledonia County, Vt., October 23, 1S15; came 
to Belvidere in April, 1S37; he was elected sher¬ 
iff of Boone County in 1S3S; also held the office 
of town clerk; married Emeline A. Frost, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Thomas D. Walker, born in Chenango County, 

N. Y., January 29, 1S11; came to Boone County 
in 1S3S; married Sarah Smith; she was born in 
Chemung County, N. Y. 
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John Wallace, born In Wishaw, Lanarkshire, 
Scotland, October, 1823; came to this country in 
1848; came to Belvidere same year; married 
Elizabeth Gibb, of England, 1834; she died in 
1857; married Agnes Kay, from Scotland. 

Henry Warren, born in Devonshire, England, 
March 6, 1828; came to this country in 1831; 
came to Boone County in 1853; married Rebecca 
Roach, from Devonshire, England. 

Elijah Watson, bom in New Hampshire, April 
16, 1863; came to Boone County in 1S60; mar¬ 
ried Eliza Palmer; she was born in Kensington, 
N. H. 

Rev. Willard Welsher, former pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, born in Monroe County, 
N. Y., May 8, 1837; graduated from the Roches¬ 
ter University, 1862; married Sarah J. Wood, 
from Monroe County, N. Y. 

Lewis E.' Wheeler, born in Madison County, 
N. Y., August 19, 1S30; came to this county in 
1855; married Sarah Sheffield, of Madison 
County, N. Y.; Margaret Saxton, of Belvidere; 
and Mary Ames, of Belvidere. 

Chas. S. Whitman, bom in Bennington County, 
Vt., January 4, 1800; he was an early settler of 
Boone County; married Mary Ann Jakway, of 
Fort Miller, N. Y., in 1824; she died in 1S57; 
he married Mrs. Diana Hartwell, of Boston; 
she died October 1, 1S76. 

Daniel Wilcox, born in Herkimer County, N. 
Y., September 14, 1814; came to this county to 
•Belvidere in 1S55; was connected with the C. 
& N. W. R. R. for nineteen years; elected 
county treasurer; married Sarah A. Rix, of 
Herkimer County, N. Y. / 

Joseph R. Williams born in Cumberland Co., 
Pa., Aug. 10, 1810; came to Belvidere, July 20, 
1845; married Tabitha Doolittle, from Vermont. 

Joseph V. Wing bom in Sherbum, N. Y., Oct. 
14, 1813; came to Belvidere in 1S49; married 
Sarah A. Johnson, from Virgil, Cortland Co., 
N. Y., in 1840. 

Francis I. Winne, bom in Albany County, N. 
Y., April 12, 1832; came ,to Boone County in 


1853; married Keisiah Sager; she was born in 
Green County, N. Y. 

Isaac T. Witbeck, born in Green County, N. 
Y., June 14, 1S10; removed to Boone County, 
June, 1858; married Miranda Onderdonk, from 
Albany County, N. Y. 

Samuel Wood, bom in Gloucestershire, Eng¬ 
land, February 25, 1812; came to this country in 
1S50; came to Belvidere in 1855; married Lucy 
Stiles, from Hamilton County, N. Y. 

Josiah Wranch, born in England, June 1,1834; 
came to this countiy in 1S43; came to this 
county in 1S55; married Amelia L. Benjamin; 
she was bom in Cazenovia, N. Y. 

F. S. Wrate, bom in Cambridgeshire, Isle 
of Ely, England, August 9, 1S31; caine to this 
country in 1853; came to Boone County in 1864; 
married Jane Jackson, of Cambridgeshire, Eng¬ 
land. 

Omar H. Wright, born in Durham, Greene 
County, N. Y., May 23, 1827; came to Belvi¬ 
dere, 1S56; attorney, held the office of city clerk, 
government assessor, master in chancery; mar¬ 
ried Helen M. Williams, of Belvidere, formerly 
of Oswego, N. Y. 

Charles Wyman, born in Granville, N. Y., 
September 15, 1S15; came to Boone County in 
the fall of 1835; married Matilda Steele, from 
Vermont. 

Flora. Township. 

Bernard B. Allen, born in Oxford County, Me., 

. March 26, 1S31; removed to Boone County, in 
1S63; married Mary C. DeCosta, from Oxford 
County, Me. 

W- W. Allen, bom in Oxford County, Me., 
May 21, 1841; came to Boone County in 1866; 
married Mary A. Bonney, from town of Summer, 
Oxford County, Me. 

Michael H. Atkins, born Somersetshire, Eng¬ 
land, August 23, 1S36; came to this country in 
August, 1S69; came to Cherry Valley same year; 
married Charlotte Atkins, of Somersetshire, 
England. 

Henry W. Avery, Jr., born in New London 
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County, Conn., May 31, 1823; came to Boone 
County in 1844; married Lydia J. Avery, from 
Chenango County, N. Y.; she died in 1847; mar¬ 
ried Rachel P. McCord, from Carlisle, Pa. 
Henry W. Avery, Sr., father of the above was 
born in New London County, Conn.; came to 
Illinois, Boone County, in 1853; married Betsy 
Dennison, from same place; she died in 1866. 

Sebastian S. Banks, born in Piscataquis 
County, Me., February 24, 1837; came to Boone 
County in 1868; married Miss Jeannette Buek- 
lin, from Canandagua County, N. Y. 

Charles Bennett, born in Belvidere, October 
8, 1845; married Ellen C. Reynolds in Belvidere; 
she was bom in Waukesha County, Wis. 

William Blake, born in Cornwall, England, 
August 19, 1826; came to America in 1853; came 
to Boone County, 1875; married Susan Huck- 
nen, from England. 

David L. Case, bom in Winnebago County, 
Ill., July 29, 1850; removed to Boone County, 
about 1872; married Emma A. Wheeler, of 
Cherry Valley; she was born in Massachusetts, 
and removed to Winnebago County in infancy. 

Daniel S. Chamberlain, born in town of Flora, 
May 15, 1854, married Ella M. Lawson, she was 
born in New York State. 

Chas. E. Chena, born in Jefferson County, 
September 7, 1840; came to Boone County, Ill., in 
1875; married Jane Clark, from Jefferson 
County, N. Y. 

Jacob Clinlte, born in Wurtemberg, Germany, 
April 13, 1827; came to this country in 1832; 
came to Boone County in 1851; married Caro¬ 
line Ernst; she was bom in Pennsylvania. 

Geo. W. Coe, born in Lycoming County, Pa., 
September 28, 1845; came to Boone County in 
1873; married Mary McKee, from Boone County; 
she was born in this town. 

Orville S. Cohoon, born in Erie County, Pa., 
October 29, 1833; came to Boone County, June 
17, 1853; married Juliette' R. Wood, from Wis¬ 
consin; she died in 1864; married Miss A. H. 
Field from Michigan. 


Henry P. Compton, bom in Somerset County, 
N. J., February 17, 1834-; came to Boone County 
about 1857; married Harriet N. Pike, from 
Maine. 

Geo. Craig, born in County Armagh, Ireland, 
July 9, 1831; came to this country in 1855; mar¬ 
ried Martha Gibson, from County Armagh, Ire¬ 
land, January 17, 1851. 

Bradford Cunningham, born in Delaware 
County, N. Y., October 30, 1825; came to Boone 
County in May, 1837; married Ellen Newton; 
she came from Chenango County, N. Y. 

Edwin Dean, born in Oxford County, Me., 
January 16, 1821; came to Boone County, Octo¬ 
ber 22, 1843; married Rebecca B. Low, of Guil¬ 
ford, Me. 

Jacob Decosta, bom in Oxford County, July 
6, 1811; came to Boone County In 1866; married 
Selina Record, from Oxford County, Me., in 
February, 1836. 

Geo. W. Delavergne, born in Jefferson County, 
N. Y., February 17,1828; came to Boone County, 
in March, 1868; married Roxy A. Clark; she 
was born in Jefferson County, N. Y. 

Husted Delavergne, born in Herkimer County, 
N. Y., April 18, 1820; came to Boone County in 
1869; married Sarah Wescott, of Vermont. 

G. W. Fancher, P. 0. Cherry Valley; born in 
Warren County, N. Y., June 3, 1820; came to 
Cherry V alley in 1851; married Sarah Adams, 
of Washington County, N. Y.; she died in 1S54; 
married Maria R. Edson, from Ashfield, Mass. 

Eli Foote, born in Chenango County, N. Y., 
October IS, 1822; came to Belvidere, October 17, 
1844; married Julia A. Milmine, formerly Julia 
A. Beltley, of Aurora, N. Y. 

S. Fuller, bom in Bennington County, Vt, 
July S, 1817; came to Boone County in 1846; 
married Eliza A. Mordoff, from Wyoming County, 
N. Y.; married Miss R. E. Mason, of Dayton, 
Ohio: she died in December, 1875; married Jen¬ 
nie Robinson, of Cherry Valley. 

Andrew J. Graves, born in Guildford, Pisca- 
taqua County, Me., November 23, 1831; came to 
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Boone County in October, 1845; married Lydia 
Rice, from State of New York. 

Samuel S. Graves, bom in Hancock County, 
Me., February 28, 1806; came to Boone County 
October 3, 1845; married Hannah Young, from 
Somerset County, Me. 

Calvin Griggs, born In Oneida County, N. Y., 
February 25, 1816; came to Cherry Valley in 
1835; married Hannah Smith, of Ohio. 

Horace Griggs, born in Terre Haute, Ind., 
December 26,’1825; came to Cherry Valley in 
August, 1835. 

Landon Griggs, born in Princeton, Ind., May 
25, 1820; came to Cherry Valley in August, 1835; 
married Martha Smith, of Cuyahoga County, 
Ohio. 

F. I. Hall, former county clerk, born in Mon¬ 
roe County, N. Y., May 22, 1830; came to Boone 
County, town of Flora, 1866; married Abbie M. 
Lovett, from Maine. 

A. Howard, born in Chenango County, N. Y., 
September 24, 1824; removed to Boone County 
about 1850; married Lavina Sexton, from Earl- 
ville, Chenango County, N. Y. 

Alonzo M. Jenks, born in Covington, Genesee 
County, N. Y., March 7, 1818; came to Boone 
County, Ill., November 18, 1842; married Mary 

M. 'White, from New York; she died in 1855; 
married Abbie Ann • Fuller, of Washington 
County, N. Y. 

C. Johansson, born March 7, 1845; came to 
this country in 1869; came to Boone County in 
1873; married Hannah Johansson, from Sweden. 

Geo. T. Keator, born Binghamton, N. Y., 
June 27, 1844; came to Boone County, in 1869; 
married Emma P. Dodge, of Binghamton, N. Y. 

Lewis Keith, born Morgan County, Ohio, May 
2, 1826; his first wife, Catherine Brown, from 
Ohio; died in 1862; he married Louisa M. Farley, 
from Ohio, in 1864. 

Origen King, born In Tioga County, N. Y., May 
8, 1833; came to Boone County, Ill., In 1856; 
married Hannah A. Loring, from Tioga County, 

N. Y.; she died in December, 1862; married 


Amanda Hastings, of Belvidere; she was from 
Vermont. 

Daniel B. Kingsbury, bom DeKalb County, 
Ill., October 20, 1850; married Elvira Dean, 
from DeKalb County; she died August 20, 1875; 
married Laura Young, from DeKalb County. 

Geo. Leaman, born in Licking County, Ohio, 
July 5, 1820; came to Boone County in Septem¬ 
ber, 1843; married Deborah Bennett; she was 
bom in State of New York. 

William Lee, born Clearfield, County, Pa., 
December 3, 1823; came to Boone County, 
August, 1844; married Rebecca McKee, from 
Pennsylvania; she died in 1865; married Har¬ 
riet Taylor; she came from Noble County, Ohio. 

Jedediah Lincoln, bom in Middlesex County, 
Conn., October 28, 1805; came to Boone County 
in February, 1839; his first wife was Mary 
Belden, of Connecticut; his second wife was 
Mary Nichols, of Chautauqua County, N. Y.; she 
was bom in Chenango County, N. Y. 

O. F. Lucas, born Boone County, town of 
Flora, November 9, 1840; married Almira Law- 
ton, at Fort Scott, Kan.; she was from Potter 
County Pa., and came to Boone County In 1855. 

Walter Lucas, bom in town of Flora, June 27, 
1839; married Edna Cushman; she and her hus¬ 
band were both born in the same house. 

Addison S. McCartney, bom in Bedford 
County, Pa., February 6, 1845; came to Boone 
County in 1857. ' 

Samuel McKee, born Washington County, Pa., 
March 17, 1814; came to Boone County June 24, 
1846; married Elizabeth Neff, from Washington 
County, Pa., November 11, 1835. 

Otis Maceonnoughey, born in Cuyahoga County, 
Ohio, October 4, 1819; came to Boone County in 
1849; married Laura Ann Stevens, from Jeffer¬ 
son County, N. Y. 

Garret Magee, born in Albany County, N. Y., 
March 11, 1S48; came to Boone County, in 1867; 
married Ardelia Hersey, from this county. 

Alonzo Moreau, bom in'Broome County, N. Y., 
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September 25, 1S22; came to Boone County, 
March 4, 1846; married Statira Robinson. 

Wm. Morehead, bom North of Ireland, May 
27, 1827; came to this country in 1847; to Boone 
County in 1852; married Margaret Gibson, from 
County Armagh, Ireland. 

Alfred Munn, born in Oneida County, N. Y., 
November 5, 1828; came to Boone County in 
1853; married Alvira Knapp, of Oneida County, 
N. Y., in 1848; she died August 14, 1866; mar¬ 
ried Rboda Spinning, from Oneida County, N. Y. 

Prank E. Munn, born in Oneida County, N. 
Y., June 30, 1S51; removed to Boone County at 
an early age; married Julia Spinning of New 
York. 

Martin B. Neff, bom in Blair County, Pa., 
October 31, 1842; came to Boone County, in 
1861; married Martha McKee, of this county. 

E. C. Norton, born in Flora, Api;il 7, 1S44; 
married Abbie J. Eggleston, from New Lebanon, 
New York. 

Eldridge G. Oaks, bom in Piscataquis County, 
Me., August 19, 1S12; came to Boone County, in 
1845; married Liberty Leighton, from Kennebec, 
Me., in June, 1S32. 

John F. Oaks, born in Piscataquis County, 
Me., November 7, 1839; removed to Boone 
County, married Olivia Wattles, of this county; 
she died in 1869; married Maria H. Lans, in 
Iowa. She came from the state of Indiana. 

B. F. Paine, born in Orleans County, N. Y., 
November 20, 1S20; came to Boone County July 
3, 1845; held the office of assessor, collector, 
town treasurer, and town clerk; married 
Amanda M. Hovey, from Broome County, N. Y. 

Daniel Partlow, born near Freeport, Ill., Jan¬ 
uary 19, 1848; came to Boone County in 1S62; 
married Delia Norcross, of Glens Falls, N. Y. 

• Chas. W. Pike was born in Piscataquis County, 
Me., September 5, 1835; came to Boone County, 
December 31, 1854. 

George W. Priest, born in Madison, Oneida 
County, N. Y., October 14, 1S51; came to Boone 
County in 1S75; married Florence Mackey. 


William Roach, born in Ohio, October." 12, 1849; 
came to Boone County in 1S65; married Ella 
E. Witter, from this county.' 

A. M. Robinson, born in Cumberland County, 
Me., May 3,1S09; came to Boone Count}’ in 1844; 
married Zophira Cochran from Maine; she died 
in 1854; married Susan Whitney, of Maine. 

A. W. Robinson, born in Piscataquis-Count}’, 
Me., October 7, 1S30; came to Boone County, 
October 7, 1S41; married Mary Russell, January 
16, 1S52; she came to Boone County in 1835. 

Allen S. Royal, born in Piscataquis County, 
Me., November 5, lS20; .came to Boone County, 
May 9, 1844; married Lucy J. Robinson, from- 
Maine. 

H. A. Shattuck, born in Boone County, town of 
Flora, February 18, 1852; married Maria Stone; 
she was born in Wisconsin, and came to this 
county when four years of age. 

Lewis Shirley, born in Morgan County, Ohio, 
March 1, 1S20; came to Boone County about 
1847; married Lucinda Keith, from Ohio, Jan¬ 
uary, 1S-12, ;£?, v 

Lewis Shirley. Jr., born in Indiana, January 
12, 1S44; came to Boone County in 1S63; mar¬ 
ried Leah Reams, from Hampshire, Kane Coun¬ 
ty, Ill.; she died February 28, 1S76. > ' 

Henry Silvius, born in Luzerne County, Pa., 
October 10, 1S22; came to Boone County in 1854; 
married Melissa E. Dimmick, from Pennsylvania. 

Jabez I. Spencer, born in Otsego County, N. 
Y., October 10, 1804; came to Boone County 
June S, 1S44; married Loraina Thompson, from 
Cherry Valley, Otsego County, N. Y. 

Robert Swail, born in Canada, near Montreal, 
November 1, 1S35; came to Boone County in 
1860; married Harriet Feakins, in this town; 
she was from Cherry Valley, Otsego County, 
N. Y. 

Franklin Tanner, born in Genesee, N. Y., Sep¬ 
tember 10, 1S19; came to Boone County, July, 
1843; his first wife was Abagail Wilcox, from 
New York; she died June 10,1S74; married Julia 
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Wilcox; she was born in Chautauqua County, 

N. Y. 

Jno. C. Thompson, Jr., born in Franklin Coun¬ 
ty, Mass., June 14, 1838; came to Boone County 
in 1874; married Elizabeth D. Avery. 

F. S. Webber, born in Piscataquis County, 
Me., February 21, 1834; came to Boone County 
in September, 1846; married Francis Arvilla 
Watkins, from New York. 

W. H. Weed, born in Delaware County, N. 
Y., July 18, 1S38; came to Boone County in 
1854; James Weed, father of above, was born 
in Delaware County, N. Y., Feb. 6, 1S03, and 
brought his family here in 1854. 

W. Whipple, born in Herkimer County, N. Y., 
February 6, 1833; came to Boone County in 
1867; married Elizabeth M. Brown, from Eng¬ 
land, November 14, 1854. 

Henry Wilcox, born in Chautauqua County, 
N. Y., December 24, 1837; came to Boone County 
in 1844; married Susan Oaks, from Maine. 

James Williams, born in Tioga County, N. Y., 
June 23, 1S03; came to Boone County in 1844; 
married Emma Royce, from Tioga County, N. Y. 

William Witter, born in Orange County, Ohio, 
February 21, 1821; came to Boone County in 
fall of 1843; married Julia Ann Shirley, from 
Ohio. 

Caledonia Township. 

W. H. Brooks, born in Erie County, N. Y., 
March 7, 1S27; came to this county' in 1S51; 
married Harriet Strong; she was born in Erie 
County, N. Y. 

Al/ram Drake, bom in Pittsburg, Rockingham 
County, N. H., January 2, 1811; married Sophia 
Storey; she was born in the city of Boston, Oc¬ 
tober 31, 1825; was justice of the peace, post¬ 
master and supervisor. 

Robert Dymond, born in England, January 17, 
1S15; came to this country in 1S45; married 
Elizabeth Clark; bom In Eugland. 

H. S. Grinnel, former postmaster, Caledonia 
Station! born in Litchfield County, Conn., April 
29, 1S09; came to this county in 1S57; and to 


Caledonia Station in 1859; married Harriet A. 
Pier; born in Vermont. 

H. A. Hammond, born in -Boone County, Au¬ 
gust 3, 1848; married Melvina Stevens; .born in 
this county. 

Wm. Hazelwood, bom in Canada, August 1, 
1832; came to this county in 1845; married 
Elizabeth Brown; born’in England. 

C. C. Leach, born In Bennington County, Vt., 
February 2S, 1820; came to this county in 1845; 
married Cynthia Smith; born in Chenango 
County, N. Y. 

Alexander McNair, born in Campbelltown, 
Scotland, June 7, 182S; came to this county in 
1842; married Mary Armour; she was bom in 
the same place; was supervisor and assessor. 

J. D. Montanye, born in Orange County, N. 
Y., February 9, 1S20; came to this county in 
1S54; married Parmelia Brown; born in Sulll- 
van County, N. Y. 

James Montgomery, born in Argylesliire, Scot¬ 
land, July 4, 1S34; came to this county March 
17, 1S70; married Lovinia Tofflemire; she died 
March 10, 1S77. 

Wm. Moore, born in Canada, September 18, 
1842; came to this county in April, 1871; mar¬ 
ried Mary J. Atkinson; bom in Canada. 

Jno. Ralston, born in Scotland, August, 1818; 
came to this county in 1S52; married Elizabeth 
Picken; born in Scotland. 

A. J. Ralston, born in Cantire, Scotland, Jan¬ 
uary 14,1820; went to Canada In Slay, 1849; re¬ 
mained there seven years and then came to this 
county; married Margaret McKerrell. 

W. II. Reid, born, in La Salle County, Ill., Sep¬ 
tember 27, 1S37; his father left Scotland the 
year previous and went to La Salle County; re¬ 
mained there about one year and then went to 
Winnebago County, where he remained until 
1805, when he came here; married Mary An¬ 
drew; bom in Harlem, Winnebago County. 

Sutton Sewell, bom in this township, Boone 
County, May 15, 1S47; married Maryette Lin- 
nell; born in this township. 
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J. J. Tofflemire, born In Harlem Township, 
Winnebago County, March 12, 1842; married 
Amy A. Little; born in Watertown, N. X. 

Andrew Whiting, born in Kennebec County, 
Me., November 9, 1846; came to this county in 
the fall of 1838; married Mary A. Kyes; born 
In Ohio. 

Luther Whiting, born in Caledonia Township, 
this county, November 28, 1841; married Mary 
E. Sabin; born in Schenectady County, N. X. 

Manchester Township. 

David Adams, bom in New Xork, June 22, 
1817; came to this county in 1846; married Mary 
Mapes; she was born in New Xork. 

R. C. Braytori, born in Canada, August 7, 
1805; came to this county in 1864; married S. 
Gornee. 

Luke Cass, bom in Vermont, September 11, 
1811; came to this county in 1863; married Lucy 
Fisher; she died September 1, 1830; married 
Abigail A. Biinn. 

S. A. Ellsworth, bom in New Xork, June 1, 
1814; came to this county in 1845; married M. 
Steel; she was born in New Xork; she died De¬ 
cember 2S, 1849; married Miss S. J. Shearman; 
born in Vermont. 

R. A. Erwin, born in Boone County, May 24, 
1853. 

L. D. Linderman, bom in New Xork, March 
15, 1813; came to this county in 1838; married 
Sarah A. Olmstead; she was bom in Connecti¬ 
cut 

Arthur Livingston, born in New Xork, Febru¬ 
ary 10, 1832; came to this county in 1853; 
married Miss M. Gibbs; she was born in New 
Xork. 

A. H. Manley, born in Vermont, February 6, 
1826; came to this county in 1849; married Jane 
E. Brookins; she was bom in New Xork. 

Chas. A. Nash, bom in New Xork, March 14, 
1837; came to this county in 1869; married M. 
J. Wright. 

Wm. Peters, born in England, April 16, 1834; 


came to .thls county in 1870; married Eliza Dan¬ 
iels ; she was born in New Xork. 

C. J. Robardez, bom in France, July 15, 1842; 
came to this county in 1876. 

Rudolph Stoll, bom in Switzerland in August 
1836; came to this county in 1857; was in the 
Civil War; married Christina Zilley; she was 
born in Prussia. 

LeRoy Township. 

Silas DeMunn, born in Alexander, Genessee 
County, N. X., March 4, 1826; came to this 
county in 1866; married Miranda Palmer; she 
was born In Batavia, N. X. 

Henry l-Iammond, born in England, March 14, 
1819; came to this county in 1854; first .wife 
was Elizabeth Keating; second wife, Sarah Arm¬ 
strong. 

N. J. Nelson, bom in Norway, June 28, 1844; 
came to this county in 1845; married Anna New¬ 
ton ; born in Boone County. 

Boone Township. 

-' James Alexander, born in Fayette County, 
Ind., August 28, 1816; came to this county in 
the fall of 1840; was supervisor and assessor; 
married Sarah Mitchell, who Was born in Fay¬ 
ette County, Ind. 

Isaac Bates, horn in Birmingham, England, 
November 16, 1818; came to the United States, 
and to this county in 1845; married Phoebe A. 
Tongue; she was born in England. 

M. C. Briggs was born in Chenango County, 

N. J., December 16, 1S33; served four years in 
the Civil War as assistant-surgeon; married 
Mary J. Weld; she was born In Orford, N. H. 

Edward Burnside, former station agent of the 
C. & N. W. R. R., Poplar Grove, bom in Mc¬ 
Henry County, June 27, 1853; came to this 
county in 1874. 

Isaac Caddick was born in Worcestershire, 
England, June 5, 1S22; came to the United 
States, and to this county in 1850; married 
Catherine J. Bowder; she was born in Pennsyl- 
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vania, June 4,1820; she died in November, 1ST6. 

I. H.. Champlin, born in Windom County, 
Conn., November 13, 1S00; came to this county 
in 1853; married Larina Gifford; she was born 
in Columbia County, N. Y. 

J. V. Colvin was bom in Bradford County, 
Pa., April 30, 1837; came to this county July 
1, 184G; married E. M. Williams; born in the 
same county. 

Barney Cornwell, former station agent, Cap- 
ron, born near Toronto, Canada, January 6. 
182S; came to this county in 1S44; married Mar¬ 
garet Ann Day; she was bom in Canada. 

Mrs. Phoebe Cornwell, born in Canada, De¬ 
cember 24, 1S23; widow of Gabriel Cornwell; 
he was born in Canada, September 0, 1S24; he 
came to this county in 1845, and died May 22, 
1863. 

Lewis Goodseil was born in Norway, October, 
1823; came to the United States in'1850; came 
to Boone County about 1SG3; married Elizabeth 
Bean; born in Boone County. 

Oliver K. Hanson was born in Norway, July 
12, 1S30; came to the United States, and to this 
county in 1S42; married Tona Edward; born in 
Norway. 

C. W. Heath was born in New Jersey, March 
31, 1S24; came to this county October 12, 1S45; 
married twice, first wife was Jane Miller; she 
was born in New York, she died in March, 1854; 
second wife, Cynthia Stevenson, April 12, 1856. 

Ole Helgeson, born in Norway, November 3, 
1821; came to this county in 1S43; married/ 
Christina Olson; she was born in Norway. 

Stephen Hinman was born in Montgomery 
County, N. Y., August 16, 1709; one of the early 
settlers; married Phyllnda Goodell; she was 
born In Ontario County, N. Y. 

John Iverson, bom in Norway, June 8, 1833; 
came to this county in March, 1SD4; married 
Christie Nelson; she was bom in Norway, March 
8, 1843. 

J. E. Kellogg was bom in Rensselaer County, 


N. Y., February 4, 1820; came to this county in 4 
1844; married Miss A. J. Townsend. 

W. H. Kendig, Capron, bom in Erie County, 
Pa., November 8, 1840; came to this state in 
1867, and to this county in 1875; married Miss 
E. A. Crawford; she was born in Allegheny 
County, N. Y., April 29, 1S3S. 

John Kimble, born in Morris County, N. J., 
May 11, 1821; came to this county in 1862; mar¬ 
ried Caroline Bucher; she was bom in New 
York. 

Walter Doing was born in Allegheny County, 
N. Y., September 2, 1829; came to this county 
in June, 1S39; married Orpha Curtis; she was 
bom in London, Canada. 

Donald McIntyre was born in Scotland, Janu¬ 
ary 17, 1S37; came to the United States, and 
to Winnebago County in 1857. 

Peter McIntyre was born in Scotland in 1S46, 
and came to the United States- the following 
year; married Mary Sillars; she was bom in 
Scotland. 

James S. Milliken was born in Cheshire 
County, N. H., October 9, 1S16; came to this 
county in 1842; married Rachel Mitchell; she 
was bom-in Fayette County, Pa., and came to 
this county in 1S37. 

M: S. Nesmith, Capron, born in Henry County, 
Ill., May 28, 1S43; came to this county In 1S69; 
married Paulina Steele; she was born in Erie, 
Whiteside County, Ill.; he served in the Civil 
War. 

F. A. Nichols, M. D., Capron, was born in 
Erie County, Pa., July 11, 1S39; was assistant- 
surgeon in the rebellion; commenced practice at 
Capron in 1870; married Miss S. Deette Hoyt, 
of Woodstock, McHenry County, Ill. 

Thor Olson, born in Norway, October 4, 1811; 
came to this county 1844; first wife was'Rosa 
T. Olson; she was born in Norway; she died 
in this county in 1S52; he married again to 
Margie Olson; she died in 1855; married again 
to Anne Olson. 

Anne Reid, born in the county of Armagh, 
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Ireland, January 0, 1S30; widow of Thomas 
Reid; he was bom in the same county, January 
1, 1S23, and died January G, 1855. 

William Sands was born in Forfarshire, Scot¬ 
land, January 22, 1S28; came to the United 
States in 1S51; married Helen Milne; she was 
born in the same county. 

Geo. Sands, bom in Delaware County, X. Y., 
October 7, ISIS; came to this county in 1S39; 
married Betsy, daughter of Obadiah Sands, who 
settled in Bonus Township in 183G; she was 
born in Delaware County, X. Y., April 2, 1S2G. 

Laughlin Scougall, born in Scotland, January 
2G, 1S3S; came to the United States in 1S50, 
and to this county in 1852;'first wife was Mary 
Anne Crowell; she died in 18G8; she was bom 
in Canada; he afterward married Xancy Jane 
Wagner. 

Edward Stevenson, born in Baltimore, Md., 
February S, 1795; married Sarah Watson; she 
was born in Burlington, X. J.; came to this 
county, Boone Township, in the spring of 1S37. 

H. B. Stevenson, attorney, Capron, born in 
McHenry County, May 0, 1S50; came to this 
county in 1S75. 

James Stevenson, born in Delaware County, 
Pa., December 22, 1S39; came to this county in 
18GG; married Belle Xelson; bom in Pittsburg; 
served three years in the Civil War. 

Silas R. Stevenson, bom in Warren County, 
Ohio, January 31, 1821; came to this county 
May G, 1837; married Eliza J. Penwell; she was 
bom in Fountain County, Ind. 

Wm. R. Stevenson, born in Boone Township, 
Xovember 28, 1841; his father came to this 
county in 1S37; married Miss Emma Whipple; 
she was bom In McHenry County; he served 
over three years in the Civil War. 

G. I. Tripp, Capron, bom in Boone County, 
November 12, 1840; married Miss E. J. Stowe; 
she was bom in Boone County; served three 
years and nine months in the Civil War; was 
sergeant in Co. I, 37th I. Y. I. and then pro¬ 


moted first-lieutenant in the 92nd regiment, col¬ 
ored volunteers. 

David Wagner, born in Maryland, .April 9, 
1804; came to this county in 1855; married Han¬ 
nah Gurnea; bom in Xew York. 

Mrs. Eliza E. Wheeler, bom in Addison, Vt., 
February 19, 1S19; widow of Obediah, who was 
born in Erie County, X. Y., May 9, 1820; her 
maiden name was Wolcott. 

H. R. Willard was bom in Ulster County, 
N. Y., February 17, 1S23; came to this county in 
1844; married Miss C. M. Morse; born in Cort¬ 
land County, N. Y. 

X. H. Wooster, justice of the peace, Capron, 
was born In Oxford, New Haven County, Conn., 
December 25, 1821; came to this county in 1840; 
married Abigail A. Hovey; she was born in Xew 
Hampshire; he served in Civil War. 

Geo. W. Worthington, bom in DuPage County, 
Ill., June 12, 1S43; came to this county the fol¬ 
lowing March; he served three years in the Civil 
War; married Lizzie Van Valkenburg; she was 
born in Columbia. County, X. Y. 

A. E. Yates, Capron, born in Bonus Township, 
this county, January 1, 1851; married Alice 
Tripp; she was born in the same township. 

Bonus Township. 

Warren Andrews, born in Xew York, 1S24; 
came to this couuty in 1S50; married Louisa 
Keeler in February, 1847; she was born in New 
York. 

Myron K. Avery, born in Pennsylvania, August 
20, 1834; came to this county July 9, 1S3S; mem¬ 
ber of the twenty-ninth general assembly; mar¬ 
ried Abigail M. Tongue in 1854. 

Theodore Bailey, bom in Xew York, 1845; 
came to this country in 1S54; married Miss E. 
Powers; she was bom in Xew York. 

Fred L. Barton, born in New York, September 
17, 1S55; came to this county in 1SG9. 

Geo. W. Bennett, born in New York, 1S53; 
came to this county 1S5G;. married Hattie Bax¬ 
ter; she was born in Boone County. 
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B. R. Bicknell, born in Maine, 1817; came to 
this county 1865; married Rebecca Hawes, who 
was born in Maine. 

O. Bills, born in Tioga County, N. Y., Septem¬ 
ber 26, 1825; came to this county in 1844; mar¬ 
ried Miss M. Winegar; she was born in New 
York. 

Hugh Boyce, bom in Yermont in 1800; came 
to this county in 1852; married Maria Post; 
born in New York. 

Thomas Burton, bom in Ireland in 1S27; came 
to this county in 1857; married Miss M. Walker 
in 1855; she was bom in Ireland. 

Enoch Conger, born in New York in 1S34; 
came to this county in 1S00; married Eleanor 

E. Martin in 1857. 

Lewis Decker, born in New York in 1826; 
came to this county in 1851; married Betsy Wil¬ 
liams in 1848; she was born in Pennsylvania. 

A. C. Fassett, was born in New York, and 
came to this county in 1S56; married Miss I-I. 
A. Simpkins in 1866; she was born in McHenry 
County. Circuit Clerk twenty-four (24) years. 

Abigail C. Feeley, wife of Thomas Feeley, 
born in Oxford County, Me., in 1S16; came to 
this county in 1S5C; she married Tilden Jones 
in 1840; he was bom in Maine, and died in 
March, 1875; married C. Feeley in 1S76. 

A. D. Hale, born in Delaware County, N. Y., 
June 22, 1831; came to Boone County in Oc¬ 
tober, 1836; married Mary Hull, of Putnam 
County, N. Y.; his father, Oliver Hale, was 
bom in Delaware County, N. Y., in 1700; came 
to Boone County, 1836; he married Susanna 
Bradt; she was born in Delaware County, N. Y. 

Alonzo Haskins, bom in New York in 1813; 
came to this county in 1861; manned Lovina Mc¬ 
Kinney September 10, 1835; she was born in 
New York. 

F. D. Hyde, born in Chautauqua County, N. 
Y„ 1830; came to this county in 1S44; married 
MaTy A. Bennett in 1850; she was born in New 
York. 

Mrs. Parmelia Hyde, born in Essex County, 


N. Y.; she married .0. Hyde, July 12, 1S37; he 
was born in Erie County, N. Y., July 2S, 1819, 
and died August 2S, 1871. 

Charles D. Jackson, born in Mississippi, Oc¬ 
tober 7, 1810; came to this county in 1S3S; mar¬ 
ried Mary A. Stowe; she was born in New 
York. 

Nathan D. Jackson was born in Boone County, 
in 1S45. 

Milton E. Keeler, born in Cortland County, 
N. Y., October 4, 1833; came to Belvidere in 
1S51; was in the 95th regiment I. Y. I.; married 
Louisa Owens of Chautauqua, Ontario County, 
N. Y. 

Wm. Keeler, born in New York in 3829; came 
to this county in 1849; married Viola Stockwell 
in 1852, who was born in New York. 

Thos. Kelly, born in Ireland in 1S36; came to 
this country in 1847; came to this county in 
1875; married Mary A. Keys; she was born in 
Ireland. 

A. Kipp, bom in New York in 1S21; came to 
this county in 1S56; married Miss C. Hill; she 
was born in New York. 

Franklin Lawrence was born in Groton, Mass., 
in 1814; came to this county in 1839; married 
Anna Blood in 1S37,, who was born in Massa¬ 
chusetts ; he died in 1877. 

John Lawrence was born in . diby, Middlesex 
County, Mass., March -S, 17S8; married Miss 
Lydia Sweet; came to Boone County in 1S37; 
his wife died in October, 1873; he died No¬ 
vember 20, 1S70, aged nearly 89 yearn; they had 
lived together as husband and wife for nearly ^ 
67 years. 

Luther W. Lawrence, former judge of the 
county court of Boone County, born In Chenango 
County, N. Y., April 10, ISOS; came to this 
county in 3S3G; he represented this district in 
the state legislature three terms; was member of 
constitutional convention in 1S62; married El¬ 
vira Chamberlain, January 22, 1S20; she was 
from Cazenovia, Madison County, N..'Y. ' 

Aaron Mabie, born in Delaware County, N. 
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Y., 1807; came to this county in 1842; married 
Am y Turneaure in 1828; she was born in N. 
Y.; in the Civil War. 

D. Mabie, bom in Delaware County, N. Y., in 
1816; came to this county in 1843; married E. 
F. Veness; she was born in England. 

Alfred J. Miller, bom in Pennsylvania, 1837; 
came to this county in 1841; married Mrs. Ar¬ 
ietta Stevens; she was born in Vermont 

I. D. Miller, born in Pennsylvania, 1828; came . 
to this county in 1842; married Caroline Akin 
in 1852; she was born in'Pennsylvania. 

Dennis Moan, bom in Ireland in 1824; came 
to this county in 1852; he married Margaret 
Eyan; she was born in Ireland. 

Jas. A. Newman, bom in New York, April 24, 
1824; came to this county in 1869; married 
Betsy Andrews; she was bom in New York, and 
died in 1850; his second wife was Sarah A. 
Cook, who was born in New York. • 

O. S. Nichols, born in New York in 1S30; 
came to this county in 1S59; married Emma 
Koon. 

D. K. Payne, born in New York, June 20, 
179S; came to this .county May 14, 1856; mar¬ 
ried Mahala Sweet; she was bom in Dutchess 
County, New York. 

Thos. T. Pettis, bom in New York, January 
10, 1809; came to this county in 1838. 

Henry Porter, born in England, 1S28; came 
to this county in 1838; married Anna E. Roper; 
she was born in England. 

Jas. W. Porter, born in Buffalo, N. Y., 183S; 
came to this county in 1838; married Martha J. 
Keith; she was bom in Vermont. 

Roger Pryor, born in Ireland, in 1827; came 
to this county in 1853; married Lizzie Bur- 
chell; she was born in Ireland. 

J. W. F. Randall was born in New York, 
April 0, 1835; came to this county in 1S42; 
married Miss C. O. Sutherland, who was born 
in Edgar County, Ill. 

Sion Roper, born in England in 1S09; came to 


this county in 1S54; married Mary C. Clark; 
she was born in England. 

Ralph Rullison, bom in New York in 1818; 
came to this county in 1845; married Maria 
Passage; she was bom in New York. 

Clarence E. Sacket, bom in Garden Prairie in 
1848. 

Daniel H. Sackett, former postmaster, Garden 
Prairie; bom in Vermont, August 9, 1804; came 
to this county in 1837; married Caroline Ames, 
January 1, 1832^; she was born in Vermont. 

Fred Sands, bom in New York, 1833; came to 
this County in May, 1836; married Henrietta 
Brooks; she was born in New York. 

H. O. Sears, born In Bristol, Ontario County, 
N. Y., in' 1820; came to this county October, 
1839; married Harriet A. Ames in 1841; she 
was bom in Vermont. 

Edward Stapleton,'born In Ireland in 1823; 
came to this county in 1855; married Mary 
Prior; she was born in Ireland. 

Frank S. Stockwell, born in Belvidere Town¬ 
ship in 1850; married Miss Fuller; she was 
born in Flora Township. 

A. Stone, born in Massachusetts in 1807; came 
to this county in 1837; married Miss E. H. 
Ellis, who was bom in Massachusetts. 

James D. Tripp, born in Columbia County, N. 
Y., December 26, 1807; came to Boone County 
In 1851; married Angelina Maxom from Madi¬ 
son County, N. Y.; she was bom in Rensselaer 
County. 

Uriah B. Turnure, bom in New York, 1823; 
came to this county in 1844; married Laura 
Cline; she was born in New York. 

A. L. Watkins, born in New York in 1827; 
came to this county in 1S72; married Eliza A. 
Swain, who was born in New York. 

James G. Winigar, born in New York in 1830; 
came to this county in October, 1839; married 
Sarah A. Heaton; she was born in New York. 

Ancil Wixon, born in Putnam County, N. Y., 
May 24, 1S37; came to Belvidere, Boone County, 
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in 1855; married Julia Hart, from Carmel, 
Putnam County, N. Y. 

John Woodruff, bom in New Haven County, 
Conn., In 1814; came to this county in 1849; 
was justice of the peace and postmastter at 
Bonus; married Lucinda Dimmick; she was 
bora in New York. 

Shuns Township. 

N. J. C. Albright, bom in Vermont, June 24, 
1834; came to this county in 1845; married 
Adeliza Jayne in Belvidere; she was bom in 
Ohio. 

J. C. Ashcraft, born in Pennsylvania, January 
24, 1852; came to this county in 1869. 

James Atkinson, bom in England, February 
19, 1803; came to this county in 1849; married 
Margaret McLatchie, in Canada; she was bom 
In Canada. 

Lawrence Barringer, born in Germany, August 
10, 1825; came to this county in 1857; married 
Theresa Keeler, in New York; she was bom in 
Germany. 

John Baxter, bom in England, June 28,1807; 
came to this county in 1S36.; married Miss H. 
Smithson, in Montreal, Canada; she was bom 
in England. 

D. W. C. Bishop, bom in New York, March 
2, 1S18; came to this county in 1851; married 
Miss L. Crittenden, in this county; she was born 
in Ohio. 

Francis Blackford, born in England, July 20, 
1819; came to this county in 1833; married 
Jane Atkinson, in this county; she was born in 
Canada. 

James Blackford, born in England; August 
30, 1815; came to this county in 1833; first wife 
was Miss Abbott; second wife was Lousia 
Morey. 

George S. Cates, bom in Salem, Mass., Novem¬ 
ber 2, 1816; came to this county In 1845; mar¬ 
ried Marilla Heaton, in this county; she was 
bom in New York. 


George Chafee, bom in New York, August 16, 
1811; married Anita Smith, in Belvidere. 

Mrs. Sarah Chamberlin, bom in Connecticut, 
January 22, 1818; husband was Wm. H. Cham¬ 
berlin; they were married in Connecticut; he 
was born in Massachusetts; he died in this 
county in September, 1873. 

John Cooper, bom in Middlesex, County, N. Y., 
March 3, 1839; came to this county in 1860. 

Jefferson Colvin, born in Erie County, N. Y., 
January 22, 1832; came to this county in 1875; 
married Mrs. Parks, in New York; she died 
November 3, 1876. 

Charles Curtis, bom in England, August 30, 
1814; came to this county in 1S36; married 
Mary Ann Mounsey; she was born in Canada. 

Henry Curtis, bom in England, March 30, 
1813; came to this county in 1836; married Mrs. 
Mounsey (maiden name, Miss Atkinson), in 
Canada, April, 1835; she was born in England. 

Joel Davis, Sr., born in England, June 16, 
1798; came to this county'in 1850; married 
Eleanor Howell in England; she was born In 
England. 

Myron DeWolf, born in Pennsylvania, Novem¬ 
ber 26, 1820; came to the county 1847; married 
Matilda Taylor in Pennsylvania. 

W. C. DeWolf, bom In Erie County, Pa., Feb¬ 
ruary 8, 1830; came to this county in 1854; 
married Huldah J. Strong, in Erie County, Pa.; 
she was born in Erie County, Pa. 

Mrs. N. M. Dunham, bom in Madison County, 
N. Y., March 1 4, 1816; came to this county In 
1869; husband was Daniel H. Dunham; he was 
bom in Madison County, .October 26, 1812; he 
died in this county, May 26,. 1874. 

E. L. Gleason, bom in Franklin County, Mass., 
April 7, 1S06; came to this county in 1840; 
married Miss P. A. Spink, in New York; she 
was bom in Vermont. 

John Foord, bom in Maine, December 21, 1810; 
came to this county in 1853; first wife was 
Hannah G. Martin; second wife was Mrs. 
Gould. 
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J. R. Gould, born in Warren County, N. Y., 
May 26, 1820; came to this county in 1837; 
married Charlotte Blackford, in this county, in 
1845; she was born in England. 

Samson Gretton, bom in New Jersey, Septem¬ 
ber 19, 1844; came to this county in 1850; mar¬ 
ried Sarah Lawman, in Belvidere; she was born 
in England. 

Harrison H. .Hakes, born in Cattaraugus 
County, N. Y., April 2, 1841; came to this county 
and settled in Spring Township in 1S57; was in 
the army four years; married Ann Davis; she 
was bom in England. He now lives in Belvi¬ 
dere., 

Joseph Hewer, born in England, August 14, 
1843; came to this county in 1807; married 
Martha Pinegar; she was bom in England. 

Wm. L. Hollenbeak, born in Stafford County, 
N. Y., June 7, 1823; came to this county in 
1844; married Myra Shattuck, in this county; 
she was born in Ohio. 

H. C. Hughes, born in Wales, March 4, 1825; 
came to this county in 1S39; married Sarah A. 
Britt, in this county; she was bom iu Ohio. 

Lewis Hughes, born in Wales, April 23, 1821; 
came to this county in 1839; married Mrs. Mur- 
rin. 

Theodore Johnson, bom in Schleswig Holstein. 
Germany, August 24, 1S43; came to this country 
18C7; came to Boone County, in February, 1875 ; 
married Nena Johnson; she was born in 
Prussia. 

William B. King, born in England, May 11, 
1822; came to this county in 184G; married 
Matilda Huline, in this county. 

Edwin Lander, born in England, April 26, 
1815; came to this county in 1849; married 
Mary Skittery in England; she was born in 
England. 

T. E. Lane, born in Maine, March 10, 1840; 
came to this county in 1S46; married Celiuda 
Sergant, in this county; she was bom in New 
York. 

A. B. Lanning, bom in New York, March 10, 


1816; came to this county in 1842; married' 
Miss Stroud, in New York; she was born in 
New Jersey. 

John S. Lanning, born in New York, August 
15, 1824; came to this county in 1S42; married 
Mary Rich, in Cook County, III..; she was born 
in New Jersey. 

U. R. Lanning, born in Ontario County, N. Y., 
February 11, 1818; came to this county in 1S42; 
1826; came to this county in 1855; married 
Enretta Lawrence; she was bom in New York. 

J. Mayburry, born in Pennsylvania, April 18, 
1830; came to this county iu 1853; married Miss 
Desdemona Wells. ' 

Wm. M. Mack, born in Canada, May 23, 1822; 
came to this county in 1864; married Susana 
Reed, in Vermont; she was "born in Canada. 

Richard Moore, bom in Pennsylvania, May 25, 
1826; came to this county, in 1S55; married 
Maggie Gordon, in this county; she was born 
in Pennsylvania. 

Thos. Page, born in England, December 21, 
1838; came to this county in 1S52; married 
Jane E. Hammond in England. 

Jira Payn, born in New York, April 17, 1S28; 
came to this county' in 1855; married Elizabeth 
Arnold in New York; she was born at Saratoga, 
N. Y. 

Geo. Peters, bom in England, May 20, 1S24; 
came to this county in 1850; married Martha 
Davis in England. 

M. K. Pratt, born in New Hampshire, Janu¬ 
ary 11, 1813; came to this county in 1S54; mar¬ 
ried Louisa Dagget, in New Hampshire; she was 
born in New Hampshire. 

Geo. Reed, born in Westfield, Mass., May C, 
1824; came to this county in 1S4S; married 
Eliza A. Wait, Oct. 10, 1849; she was horn m 
Warsaw, N. Y. 

John Rogers, Jr., born in England, May 26, 
1839; came to this' county in 1S48; married 
Carrie Peniger, in Belvidere; she was born in 
England. 

James Scriven, born in England, July 10, 
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1824; came to this county in 1848; married 
Elizabeth Scriven in England. 

F. H. Shattuck, born in Ohio, June 22, 1823; 
came to this county in 1836; married Harriet 
Britt, in this county; she was born in Ohio. 

Harlyn Shattuck, bom in Madison County, 
N.'Y., March 3, 1815; came to this county in 
1835; first wife Ruth E. Murray; she was born 
in Ohio; died July 19, 1864; his second wife was 
Mrs. Hall (her maiden name was Lucretia 
Orton) ; she was bom in New York. 

• Loomis Shattuck, bom in New York, January 
6, 1803; came to this county in 1839; married 
Lydia Brown. 

• Mason Smith, bom in.New York, November 2, 
1806; came to this county in 1848; married 
Philomela Bartlett; she was born in New York. 
Benjamin Smithson, born in England, June 

8, 1820; came to this county in 1838; married 
Jane Blackford in this county; she was bom in 
England, came to this county, 1S33. 

T. M. Stevens, bom in Canada, August G, 1846; 
came to Boone County in 1S58. 

P. R. Stockwell, bom in New York, on the 
11th of-June, 1820; came to this county in 
1869; married Caroline P. Arnold, in New York; 
she was born in New York. 

J. M. White, bom in this county, September 

9, 1835; married Miss Stanley, in Belvidere; 
she was born in New York. 

Robert Wiffin, born in England, March 15, 
1807; came to this county in 1856; married 
Miss Lawson, in England; she was born in 
London. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Williams, born in this county, 
March 11, 183S; husband George Williams, was 
born in England, October 10, 1827; died January 
30, 1874. 

G. F. Winne, born in Albany County, N. Y., 
April 7, 1827 ; came to this county in 1S54; mar¬ 
ried Esther Kendall, in Albany County, N. Y.; 
she was born in Kendall County, N. Y. 

C. F. Witt, bom in Chesterfield, Hamshlre 
County, Mass., September 20, 1811; came to this 


county in 1844; married Eliza A. Brown, in 
Michigan; she was born in Warren County, 

N. Y. 

Wm. Wolcott, bom in Pennsylvania, Novem¬ 
ber, 1835; came to this county in 1869; married 
Pluma L. Barton, in New Yorkshe was born 
in Oswego, N. Y. 


CHAPTEB XVII. 

PATRIOTIC, SOCIAL AND EUSINESS MEN’S 
ORGANIZATIONS. 

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUDLIC-SOCIAL FRATERNI¬ 

TIES—MASONS, ODD FELLOWS, KNIGHTS OF PYTH¬ 
IAS AND MODERN WOODMEN OF AMERICA—BUSI¬ 
NESS MEN’S ASSOCIATIONS—A SECRET SOCIETY 

TRAGEDY-WOMEN’S CLUBS-FORTNIGHTLY, GANK- 

SHA, SOROSIS, NEW CENTURY AND OTHER LADIES’ 
ASSOCIATIONS. 

“Hurlbut Post,” Grand Army of the Republic, 
organized shortly after the close of the civil 
war, was named for the great war hero of 
Boone County, Stephen A. Hurlbut. The com¬ 
manders of the post have been Major C. B. 
Loop, H. H. Hakes, Judge Wales W. Wood, Cir¬ 
cuit Clerk A. C. Fassett, who held the office for 
many years, and George Robinson, the present 
commander. The meetings were first held In a 
building next to the present postoffice, where the 
steam laundry is located, afterward over Glas- 
ner’s store building on North State Street and 
then in the present location over Sewell’s car¬ 
riage store, which is known as G. A. R. Hall. 
The present membership is about 57. The hall 
is decorated by the pictures of the men who went 
out from Boone County or where they then lived, 
to help save the Union, also by photographs of 
General Hurlbut, John ;A. Logan, and by a small 
field cannon. The Woman’s Relief Corps is an 
important auxiliary to this organization and 
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give's frequent suppers in the hall, which are. 
well attended. The Sons of Veterans also assist 
in some of the patriotic celebrations. Of late 
years the ranks of the veterans are becoming 
lessened and “FatheiwTime” is doing what bul¬ 
lets, exposure, and disease could not do, during 
the four yearq they followed the “Stars and 
Stripes” In the great civil conflict In the ceme¬ 
tery is a large cannon, which was secured by 
Congressman Fuller and brought from the East 
and placed in position by the post, with the flnan- 
-cial assistance of John 0. Foote and Mrs. Harriet 
Sabin, and which stands as a silent guard over 
the resting place of the soldier dead. 

X. M. C. A. 

Although there has been a X. M. 0. A. in Bel- 
videre for some time, as shown in the extracts 
from the “Standard,” the present prosperous in¬ 
stitution dates from the generous donation of 
Deacon and Mrs. Henry W. Avery, in 1903. The 
building is on State and Locust Streets, and 
contains a hall, gymnasium and swimming 
tanks, as well as other rooms and, under the 
efficient leadership of Mr. H. B. Hawkins, it is 
the center of a wholesome, helpful activity 
among the young men and boys of Belvidere. 

Fbatebnal Oedebs. 

Belvidere Lodge No. 60 A. F. and A. M. (the 
Blue lodge of the Masons) was chartered October 
4, 184S, the charter members being as fol¬ 
lows : Alfred E. Ames, first master; Orris Crosby, 
Nijah Hotchkiss, Lucius Fuller, Amos Witter, 
Asa Williams, Hezekiali Ripley, Joseph G. Pren¬ 
tiss. All are now dead. 

Kishwaukee Chapter No. 90 Royal Arch Ma¬ 
sons was chartered October 5, 1866, the char- 
' ter members being as follows: A. W. Burnside, 
John B. Mulliken, Nijah Hotchkiss, Cephas Gard¬ 
ner, Charles Loop, George W. Downs, Stephen A. 
Hurlbut, George B. Ames, L. E. Benson, W. C. 
Detrick, Nathan Smedley, William D. Avery, 
D. D. Sabin, A. C. Fuller. For many years both 


organizations have held their meetings in the 
brick block at the northeast corner of State and 
Lincoln Avenues. The building is now old and in 
bad repair and the question is being agitated of 
building a Masonic Hall. It is expected that one 
will be commenced before long. Many of the 
prominent citizens of Belvidere have belonged to 
this ancient and honorable order, and its present 
membership fully maintains the high traditions 
of the lodge. There are also a number of Tem¬ 
plars and Shriners residing in Belvidere, but the 
Chapter is the highest lodge that meets in the 
city. 

Odd Fellows, Big Thunder Lodge, No. 28, I. 
0. O. F., was organized April 28, 1847; the char¬ 
ter members were as follows: Daniel Hornell, 
R: A1 J. Crosby, N. W. Birge, E. G. Wolcott, J. 
-S. Whi\ney. The Odd Fellows erected a hall 
Ijforming ' the second floor of a two story building 
an the easterly side of South State Street just 
\iouth of the railroad. The ground floors are 
owned by Frank W. Starr. The meetings are 
held in this hail, as well as those of several other 
lodges. 

Royal Arcanum. Sinnissippi Council No. 1158 
was organized June 3, 1889, with twenty-one 
members. It rapidly increased in membership 
until it had more than 400. The first regent was 
O. G. Forrer. The other regents have been Dr. 
R. W. Mclnniss, B. F. Harnisb, A. H. Keeler, 
Albert J. Xaw, L. E. Coleman, Grant C. Whitney, 
Fred Wolfe, Chas. S. Kucker, Mark I. Hall, 
Walter Adams. The council meets in the hall 
over Ray’s block, of which it holds the lease and 
sub-leases to other orders. One of the oldest 
members is Cassius M. Church. Charles S. 
Kucker, now deceased, was one of the most ac¬ 
tive members Sinnissippi Council ever had, and 
was responsible for many good times enjoyed 
by its members. 

Among the other orders having lodges in Belvi¬ 
dere are the Good Templars, the Knights of 
Pythias, North American Union, Red Men, 
Woodmen of the World, the Court of Honor, 
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Mystic Workers, Brotherhood of American Yeo¬ 
men and Yeomen of America, Knights and Ladies 
of Security, Knights of the Maccabees, Knights of 
Columbus. The ladies have the following lodges 
in connection with the other orders, the Eastern 
Star, the Rebeccas, the Royal Neighbors. 

Boone County Camp No. 52 of the Modem 
Woodmen of America Is one of the flourishing 
fraternal orders in Belvidere. The present 
membership oif the camp is 565. Thirty-six have 
died since the camp was chartered and 586,000 
paid back to beneficiaries. A. C. Fassett is Y. C., 
and Geo. B. Fry is clerk. The society meets 
in Royal Arcanum Hall. 

Business Men’s Associations. 

The Business Men’s Association which exists 
at the present was founded in 1003. A. E. 
Hauter was in a large measure responsible for 
the organization and became the first secretary, 
and Eugene Sabin was the first president. Upon 
Attorney Hauter’s removal to Rockford, Attor¬ 
ney Richard V. Carpenter was elected secretary, 
and he commenced the publication of the 
“Weekly Bulletin” of real estate transfers which 
still continues. Upon his resignation, Eugene 
B. Sabin was elected secretary and still holds 
that position. Omar H. Wright was elected 
president. While the association does not hold 
regular meetings, it has. taken an active part in 
several undertakings for the good of Belvidere, 
notably in Fourth of July celebrations and in 
securing the removal of the piano factory to this 
town from Chicago. 

There were several Business Men’s Associations 
in Belvidere before the present one. Among them 
^ns the Commercial Club, which, after some 
difficulty with one corset company which failed 
to come here, finally secured- the location of the 
Gossard Company, which has been very success¬ 
ful and employs, a large number of young ladies. 

The Belvidere Chautauqua Association held 
its first meeting in 1905 on the flats on the south 
side of Kishwaukee River, near State Street. 


Among the gentlemen prominent in bringing the 
Chautauqua to Belvidere, were W. H. Shearman, 
George M. Marshall, J; W. Preston, and E. B. 
Fisher. The talent has been secured by Harry 
Holbrook of Oak Park, who has managed a suc¬ 
cessful line of Chautauquas at Janesville and 
other points for a number of years past The 
Chautauqua for 1908 was held in the Epworth 
Camp Meeting Grounds and while quite well 
attended is understood not to have been a finan¬ 
cial success, on account of the distance from 
town. 

Among the social clubs organized in Belvidere 
during the last ten years or so have been the 
Fellowship Club, the Bon Ami, and the R. A. I. 
N. Club, each of which has given a series of 
dances during the winters. 

A Secret Society Tragedy. 

In 1851 considerable excitement was caused 
in Belvidere by the death of a young woman 
through an operation. The man charged with 
being accessory to the death was a member of 
one of the secret societies. The lodge at the 
time seems to have been divided into factions and 
more or less bad feeling was caused on either 
side. It is impossible at this late date to' state 
which faction was in the right, but the names of 
very prominent and respected citizens appear on 
both sides. It was charged that one of the 
officers of the law, being a member of the same 
fraternity, did not execute the warrant placed in 
his hands. It is stated that the man against 
whom the warrant was issued was secreted under 
a load of oats and driven out of town, but was 
pursued and captured. One of the very promi¬ 
nent members of the lodge disliked the acts of 
his brother members and denounced them in 
very vigorous terms, to which they replied just 
as vigorously, and in the course of the argument 
many charges were hurled back and forth as to 
the general standing of those on the two sides. 
The matter was used inter on as an argument 
by some of - those who were strongly against 
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secret societies, but so far as tbe writer can see 
the matter did not argue anything against the 
great and beneficent accomplishments of the 
order, but merely showed that the lodge in Belvi- 
dere at the.time was not os amicable as it might 
be. 

WOMEN’S CLUBS. 

Mrs. Anna R. King, who is one of the most 
prominent and best-posted in tbe work of the 
women’s clubs in Belvidere, has kindly furnished 
us with this sketch of the history of several 
of the most important. 

Amateur Musicai.. 

The Amateur Musical Club was organized in 
1890 and has been the leading woman's musical 
club for several years, with Mrs. John Ramsey 
as Its presiding officer. It has about twenty-five 
active and seventy-five associate members. Many 
noted musical artists have been brought to Bel¬ 
videre by this club, to give recitals. The Ama¬ 
teur Musical belongs to the National Federation 
of Musical Clubs. 

FOBTNIG FITLY. 

The Fortnightly, a purely literary dub, was 
organized in 1895 with a membership of fifty, 
and joined the State Federation of Women’s 
Clubs in 1900. Its work has been chiefly studies 
of various countries, their history and present 
conditions. Mrs. D. D. Sabin, Mrs. Irving Ter- 
williger, and Mrs. A. 0. Witbeck have been 
among the presidents in its later years. Music 
at each meeting is a special feature. The Fort¬ 
nightly has done some practical philanthropic 
work, and for some years had charge of sev¬ 
eral traveling libraries. . ( 

Ganesha. 

Tbe Ganesha Club was organized in 189S as a 
strictly literary club. Its work has been very 
largely confined to discussions of the social ques¬ 
tions of the present, including topics on educa¬ 
tion, philanthropy, civics, labor reforms and all 


present social conditions. Some historical studies 
have been taken in connection with the sociolog¬ 
ical. The membership is limited to thirty-five. 
The dub entered the Illinois Federation of Wom¬ 
en’s Clubs in 1903. Mrs. O. Leonard, Mrs. Azro 
Fellows and Mrs. L. M. Kelley are among the 
later presidents of the Ganesha. Minnie Starr 
Grainger, of this club, has been nearly two years 
the state vice-president for the Twelfth Con¬ 
gressional District. Several members of both 
tbe Fortnightly and Ganesha have been mem¬ 
bers of the state committees. 

Sorosis. 

The Sorosis was organized as a literary club 
in 1902, being admitted to the State Federation 
in the same year. Mrs. Oberholser and Mrs. 
Cuttridge have been its presidents. 

The work of the Sorosis has been mostly his¬ 
torical, with several years’ study based on the 
“Bay View Course.” This club makes a specialty 
of social life among its members, entertaining 
elaborately at each meeting. 

Domestic Science. 

A club for the study of domestic science was 
organized in Belvidere in 1905. It has a mem¬ 
bership of about seventy-five, with instructors 
and lecturers from abroad. Mrs. S. E. Bailey 
and Mrs. E. Orth have held the office of presi¬ 
dent. " 

Schumann. 

The Schumann is a musical club composed of 
about sixty young ladies. About twenty com¬ 
prise the active members, the others forming 
the chorus. The club works under the instruc¬ 
tion of a musical director, Mr. Latimer,, and has 
done much to develop the musical -talent of its 
members. Miss Bertha Woods and Miss Helen 
Pettit have been its presidents. 

The New Century Club. 

This is the only literary club admitting men 
to membership. It has about thirty members. 
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mostly men and their wives. Current magazines 
furnish the material for their study topics, which 
are usually along the lines of sociology. Dr. 
A. W. Swift, Dr. C. S. Fox, J. G. Peart and 
others have been among the leaders. The New 
Century Club is entirely composed of Methodists. 


CHAPTER XVHI. 

NATURAL HISTORY. 

GEOLOGY—NATURAL CONDITIONS AND CHARACTER OF 

THE SOIL-ROCK AND GRAVEL PITS—ABSENCE OF 

FOSSILS-WATER—FAUNA-ANIMAL SPECIES OF 

PRIMITIVE AND PRESENT PERIODS—BIRDS OF BOONE 

COUNTY-FLORA—TREES, PLANTS AND FLOWERS_ 

SEVENTEEN YEAR LOCUSTS—WEATHER CONDI¬ 
TIONS. 

According to geological investigation there 
have been at least three different periods when 
glaciers or ice sheet have covered more or less 
of the state of Illinois. The first one probably 
covered all of the state as far south as the Ozark- 
Hills. The second one extended only over three 
or four tiers of counties on the north line of 
the state. On the area where the drift from this 
second glacier has not been covered by a later 
glacier the soil is divided by'geologists into two 
classes. One is known as the pre-Iowan glacia¬ 
tion and the other the Iowan glaciation. Ac¬ 
cording to the soil map issued by the state of 
Illinois, practically all of Boone County, except 
that along the ICishwaukee River, lies in the 
Iowan glaciation. Of this kind of soil the State 
Bulletin has this to say: 

This type of soil occupies a large part of the 
upland in the Iowan glaciation. The top soil 
consists of brown sandy loam containing some 
gravel in places and occasionally pieces of stone. 
The subsoil at a depth of three feet or more 


frequently contains much stone, and the pro¬ 
portion of stone increases with the depth, the 
•disintegrating bed rock being found commonly 
at 4 to 10 feet beneath the surface. 

In the surface and sub-surface this type of 
soil is usually more or less acid, but the pieces 
of stone which are often, though not always, 
found in the subsoil above 40 inches, contain 
some limestone, the underlying bed rock being 
on impure limestone. 

The average composition of the Iowan brown 
sandy loam shows 3,070 pounds of nitrogen, 850 
pounds of phosphorus, and 26,700 pounds of po¬ 
tassium, in two million pounds of surface soil. 
While the nitrogen and phosphorus are low as 
compared with rich normal soils, it should be 
understood that porous sandy loam soils afford 
a much more extensive feeding range for plant 
roots than more compact soils, and consequently 
lower percentages of plant food elements may 
be adequate for the production of large crops 
on sandy loam soils. 

On the other hand because of the porosity 
and thorough aeration of sandy soils the de¬ 
composition of organic matter is rapid. Thus 
insoluble organic nitrogen is rapidly converted 
by nitrification into soluble nitrates and with 
the perfect natural drainage of sandy loam it 
is easily carried away in drainage waters, in 
consequence of which nitrogen is much more like¬ 
ly to be the limiting element in sandy soils than 
in more compact silt loams of equal nitrogen 
content. 

Rocks. 

The rock underlying Boone County is lime¬ 
stone. While it makes a fair material for build¬ 
ing purposes and street paving and some of it 
is very hard, most of it is softer and less durable 
than the stone near Joliet and Lemont. At the 
same time, many houses and foundations built 
of Boone County' material have stood for years 
without much wear. As this is a glacial re¬ 
gion there Is more or less gravel, but generally 
speaking, there are not many boulders or “hard 
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heads” to bother the farmers. It Is much differ¬ 
ent from New England, where stone fences, 
picked up with much back-breaking labor, line 
the road sides. The author remembers an occa¬ 
sion when he went with Taylor Marshall to 
measure the old Hildrup farm into three parts, 

• and when it came to marking where the end of 
the tape was, no stone large enough to be seen 
a rod or two away'could be found In the vicinity. 

There are a number of gravel pits situated 
along the Kishwaukee River and other places. 
One of the largest is on the McDougall farm and 
another is near Bennett’s creamery on the River 
Road, having been run by Mr. Penwell. The 
chief stone quarries are Stevenson’s, situated in 
the north part of Belvidere Township on the 
Beaver, Hall’s quarry, situated in Flora, and 
the Electric Stone Company’s quarry, situated 
southwest of town near the Rockford electric 
line. From this quarry has come much of the 
stone used in paving the streets in Belvidere. 
While there are a number of fossils found in the 
quarries and in the rocks in other places, they 
are apt to be more or less broken on account 
of the softness of some of the stone. Some very 
large fossils from the Electric quarry were ex¬ 
hibited for a time In John C. Tripp’s office win¬ 
dow’. 

The county, as a whole, is not a very good 
place for fossils, compared w’lth many of the 
other counties In the state. However, a thorough 
search would probably result in getting together 
quite a collection of specimens. 

Water. 

The artesian water in Boone County is very 
good. It is ‘apt to be quite hard and contains 
considerable magnesia and a little iron and other 
substances. The city water supply of Belvi¬ 
dere is as good, if not better than, that of any 
city the writer has visited. No trouble has ever 
been had with typhoid fever, resulting therefrom. 
Most of the water supply outside of Belvidere is 
from wells and cisterns and, as the land is gener¬ 


ally high and free from swamps, the quality is 
generally excellent 

Animals. 

Probably the most common of the larger ani¬ 
mals in Boone County is the cow. This is in 
the dairy region and a Boone County landscape 
without a number of cows in it would not seem 
homelike. Acording to the official records, com¬ 
piled for taxes, probably the scarcest animal is 
the dog. While .one can see a great many ani¬ 
mals running around the streets that look, act, 
and bark like dogs, official records show that the 
number is very limited and that these other 
animals must be zebus, yaks, ibexes, or platy- 

In the early days, it is probable that the Amer- 
can buffalo roamed in this region, as they surely 
did in great numbers over the southern part of 
the state. When the first settlers came here, 
deer were fairly plentiful and deer horns and 
skulls could be picked up almost nnywhere on 
the prairie. Wolves were quite troublesome in 
the early days, and a few are still brought in to 
the county clerk for the bounty, principally young 
ones. There are, of course, the usual number 
of squirrels, chipmunks and gophers, and a few 
. other animals of that nature. Now and then one 
sees that little black and white animal which 
the city cousins call “dear little kitty." Boone 
County has been settled so long and contains so 
few extensive woods that the large animals, from 
a hunter's standpoint or even from that of a 
naturalist, are not very numerous. Rabbits are 
quite plentiful, and some muskrat, weasels, and 
mink are found in various portions. 

Birds of Boone County. 

Mrs. Clara L. Lampert,.wbo is known as one 
of the most enthusiastic and best informed bird 
lovers in the county, has kindly contributed from, 
her extensive observation of our bird neighbors, 
the following: 

Long, long ago—to be exact, in 170S—the Rev. 
Gilbert White, the great English naturalist, in 
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writing his quaint letters, ‘‘The Natural History 
of Selborne”—still read with delight by nature 
lovers everywhere,—said: 

“All nature is so full that that district pro¬ 
duces the greatest variety which Is most ex¬ 
amined.” 

In like manner, that part of our county which 
is most observed will be found to contain the 
most birds. So, though this account must be 
short, if you will look for your bird neighbors, 
you will find more of them, and learn far more 
about them than could bo told in a book as big 
as this history itself. 

In the preface to “Wild Birds in City Parks," 
the authors say: 

“The living bird is the one important fact 
which will make the brief hints offered of value. 
Anyone caring to make use of these hints, may 
be assured that, during the migrations of the 
birds, city dwellers have one of the keenest de¬ 
lights of country life brought to their very doors, 
because many birds, migrating largely at night, 
are attracted by the lights of the city and stop 
off in their long journey to feed, so that a city 
park ofteu contains a greater variety of feath¬ 
ered visitors than an equal area in the country.” 

Our permanent residents, or the birds that are 
always with us, are the most useful of all, be¬ 
cause they depend for their food supply upon 
the most injurious insect pests, and often kill 
whole colonies of these by eating eggs and larvae 
that are dormant in the winter time, but become 
active and very harmful when the warm weather 
comes. Besides this our native sparrows destroy 
countless numbers of weed seeds that would 
otherwise cause the farmer endless trouble. 

Our Klshwaukee River, and the smaller Pis- 
casaw and Beaver in our county, offer many at¬ 
tractions to the inhabitants of the bird world, 
so that we have plenty of water birds, as grebes, 
loons, tern, pelicans, ducks, teals, geese, bitterns, 
herons, rails, woodcock, snipe, sandpipers, kill- 
deer, plover, etc. 

The .grouse family is well represented by our 


bob-white (the so-called “quail”) ; the ruffled 
grouse (the so-called “partridge"); the prairie 
hen and the grouse. 

Of the pigeon family we have the mourning 
dove, but the passenger pigeon, once so common 
here, has now disappeared. 

Of the hawks it has been proven that all the 
family (except Cooper's and the sharp-shinned) 
are most helpful to the farmer by devouring the 
small rodents so destructive to crops; while the 
owls are even more beneficial. Members are 
marsh, red-tailed and red-shouldered hawks, 
barn, American long-eared, short-eared, barred, 
great gray, saw-whet, screech and homed owls. 

Of the cuckoo and kingfisher family we have 
the yellow and black-billed cuckoos, and the 
belted kingfisher. 

The woodpeckers are of great economic value. 
Hairy and downy woodpeckers remain in our 
count}’ the year round; and Prof. Beal, ornitholo¬ 
gist, in his biological survey, states that two- 
thirds to three-fourths of their food consists of 
noxious insects. The redheaded woodpeckers 
and flickers go south in the fall. John Bur¬ 
roughs says of the latter, in speaking of the 
birds which herald the coming of spring, that 
for us Solomon’s beautiful description should 
read: 

“For, lo, the winter is past; the rain Is over 
and gone; the flowers appear on the earth; the 
time of the singing of birds is come, and ‘the call 
of the high-hole comes up from the wood.”’ 

The goat-suckers are represented by the whip¬ 
poorwill and the nighthawk. 

Of the swifts we have the familiar chimney 
swifts, which nest In large numbers in the great 
factory chimneys in Belvidere. 

Of the humming birds only one, the ruby- 
throat, is found east of the Mississippi. This is 
the smallest in size of all of our birds. 

Of the order of perching birds there are eigh¬ 
teen families. ' ; 

The flycatchers are of necessity only with us 
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during the summer,—as the kingbird, phoebe, 
wood pewee, least flycatcher, etc. 

The prairie horned lark is the only member 
we have of the famous lark family, which sing 
in the air while on the wing. 

Crows and their cousins, the blue jays, are 
known to all; but they must not be utterly con¬ 
demned; for, if they do some damage, it has 
been found by the Biological Survey of the 
United States Department of Agriculture, which 
has for some years past been conducting a sys¬ 
tematic investigation of the food habits of our 
native birds, that they do more good than they do 
barm. Reference is hereby made to reports of 
the Biological Survey—leaflets may be had for 
the asking. 

The blackbird family is well represented among 
us by the gay bobolink and his de'mure little 
wife of our meadows; the brilliant redwinged 
blackbird of our swamps and marshes; the lazy 
cowbird, who imposes upon other and much 
smaller birds the rearing of her brood; the dear, 
common meadowlark; the orchard oriole and his 
beautiful relative in Lord Baltimore's colors— 
black and orange; the rusty blackbird and his 
stately cousins,—the bronzed and purple grackles. 

Of the English (or common house) sparrow 
introduced into America from Europe in 1S51 
and later dates, and now bidding fair to exter¬ 
minate by mobbing our native birds, there is 
nothing good to say. Frank M. Chapman says:— 

“What an overwhelming catastrophe was the 
introduction into America of the house spar¬ 
row ! Its harsh, insistent, incessant chirp is now 
the dominant bird voice about our homes, where 
we may never again hope to hear a chorus of 
native bird music uumarred by the discordant 
chatter of this pest. It is as though some foul 
odor had forever defiled the fragrance of our 
fields and woods.” 

But our native sparrows and finches, by far 
the largest family of birds, which contains over 
five hundred and fifty species, of which we have 
about forty species, and some of which are with 


us throughout the year, some coming from the 
South in early spring and remaining until snow 
falls,, others coming from the far North to past, 
the winter with us, are without exception useful 
and helpful citizens. Some of their names, more 
or less familiar, are: 

Evening, rosebreasted and pine grosbeaks, 
American and white-winged crossbills, purple 
finch, red poll, longspur, American goldfinch, pine 
finch, vesper, savanna, grasshopper, white 
crowned, white throated, white crowned, tree, 
chipping, field, song-swamp, and fox sparrows, 
junco, chewink, indigo, hunting, dickcissel, etc.' 

The remarkable brilliance of the tanager fam¬ 
ily is well shown by the scarlet tanager, which Is 
a beautiful sight against the soft green of the 
fresh foliage in our Public Square during the 
spring migration. 

Swallows, birds of the air, which take their 
food while on the wing, are good summer resi¬ 
dents. There are the purple martin, the cliff, 
barn, tree, bank, and roughwingod swallows. 

Cedar waxwings are erratic, migratory birds 
and are to be found in our Public Square occa¬ 
sionally in small flocks. 

Shrikes are frequently seen along our country 
roads, especially among the osago orauge hedges. 

Vireos are all American. We have the red¬ 
eyed, white-eyed, warbling, and yellow-throated 
vireos. 

The wood warblers are many and most inter¬ 
esting, being so small in size, restless in habit, 
and so beautifully dressed. They come to us— 
guests from the South—when the appletrees are 
covered with soft bloom, and, as they flit cease¬ 
lessly in and out among the blossoms, one thinks 
of the gay butterflies. The shortness of their 
stay makes their identification difficult. Over 
thirty species visit us. 

The wren family includes the familiar cat¬ 
bird, brown thrasher, house wren, and the less 
known winter and nmrsk wrens. The mock¬ 
ing bird seems to like Southern Illinois better, 
at least it is not common in our county. 
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The brown creeper with tireless energy hunts 
Insect enemies of tree trunks, vying with the 
woodpeckers in this good work. 

Of the nuthatches we have two, the white and 
red breasted. These also watch over our tree 
trunks and destroy numberless insect eggs dur¬ 
ing the Winter season. 

In her delightful book: “Birds of Village and 
Field,” Florence A. Merriam says: 

“He who knows the chickadee only by name 
Is an enviable person, for he has still before 
him the initial pleasures of one of the choicest 
of all bird friendships. 

“The chickadee is no musician. Still every 
note he utters is dear to his friends. We can 
have the society of the friendly chickadees if 
we but offer them a little food when cold weather 
comes. A piece of suet nailed to a tree pleases 
them very well.” It will be appreciated by 
other Winter birds also. 

Kinglets, golden and ruby crowned, are smaller 
than the warblers and may be known by their 
habit of nervously flitting their wings at fre¬ 
quent intervals. 

The thrushes are given first place among birds 
for their singing, and are also first in our hearts 
for their quiet, lovable qualities. 

Bradford Torrcy says: 

“What a sweet voice the bluebird’s is! Call¬ 
ing or singing it is the very soul of music—a 
voice that caresses the ear; such a tone as no 
human mouth, humanly invented instrument, can 
ever produce the like of. He has no need to sing 
—his simplest talk is music.” 

Every Spring we say: “Have you seen the 
first robin?” “Have you heard the first blue¬ 
bird?” It is like a greeting from the home-com¬ 
ing children to bear their dear, familiar voices 
once again. They are at home with us through¬ 
out the summer; but, like Riley’s South Wind 
and the Sun, 

“And they heard the killdee’s call. 

And, afar, the waterfall, 


But the rustle of a falling leaf 
They heard above it all. 

And our love for them they weigh, 

As their fickle fancies may; 

And when at last we love them most. 
They laugh and sail away.” 

Miss Alice Munn, whose work in nature study 
has made her very familiar with the plant life, 
has kindly contributed this article on 

Tbees, Plants and Wild Flowers. 

The timber of Boone County is unevenly dis¬ 
tributed. The towns of Spring and Flora and 
most of the country south of the Kishwaukee, 
Shattuck’s Grove excepted, is a broad, com¬ 
paratively level prairie with scattered patches 
of timber which serve to relieve the landscape 
and help preserve the primitive beauty. North 
of the Kishwaukee the country changes in ap¬ 
pearance, becoming more rolling. More streams 
are seen. There are wide stretches of thin tim¬ 
ber and brushwood extending for miles along 
these streams and over the intervening hills. 
Occasionally a better grove of timber may be 
found. The northeastern part of the county 
is the most heavily wooded. 

The timber more common is several varieties 
of oak and hickory. Besides these we find black 
walnut, butternut, bitternut, cottonwood, honey 
locust, sycamore, water and slippery elm, haw, 
dogwood, common poplar, white and black ash, 
basswood, willow, thorn apple, wild plum, wild 
crab apple, black cherry and an occasional white 
pine. The most familiar shrubs are haze] brush 
and sumach. 

The native flowers of Boone County since the 
lowlands have been tiled and the timber cleared, 
are rapidly disappearing beneath the plow share 
of the thrifty farmer. None of the varieties, 
however, are yet obsolete and the botanist or 
nature-lover is delighted from early April, when 
those harbingers of spring, the hepaticas, lift up 







.790 


HISTORY OF BOONE COUNTY 


their dainty blossoms, until September frosts 
kill the golden red and purple asters that give 
patches of color to the country roadside. 

There are to be found in the sloughs, marsh 
marigolds (cowslips, the children call them), 
buttercups, iris and cat-tails. On the higher 
prairies grow at least five varieties of violets, 
shooting stars, wild, phlox, hair bells, puccoons, 
Indian tobacco, and wild strawberries. 

In the woods are anemones, blood root, white 
and red wakerobins, dog tooth violets, Dutch¬ 
man’s breeches, mandrakes and columbine. 
Ferns grow abundantly and wild grape' vines, 
woodbine, wild honeysuckle and bitter-sweet 
make our groves beautiful. 

The Seventeen, Year Locusts. 

These insects were very thick in 1837, when 
the first settlers commenced to come here. The 
custom of the locust is to develop in the ground 
for 17 years and then come forth in great num¬ 
bers, making a loud, shrill noise and clinging to 
all the vines and shrubbery, to which they do 
considerable damage. While there are a few in 
the odd years, the greatest swarms of this pest 
have been in 1837, 1854, 1871 (in which year the 
writer also made his appearance), also in 1888 
and 1905. The latter visitation was very notice¬ 
able on the mound, as well as in many other por¬ 
tions. The next visit will be in 1922. 

Weather. 

The weather conditions in Boone County have 
been touched upon very largely in the extracts 
from the “Standard," from the time ‘which that 
paper covers. The earliest observer of the 
weather in Boone County was probably Col. Joel 
Walker, who kept a record for many years, most 
of which is still owned by his son Frank Walker. 
An observer at a later date was Geo. B. Moss, 
who for many years kept the records for the 
government, and is still a great authority on 
early weather conditions. Another careful ob¬ 
server was John Greenlee, formerly cashier of 


the People’s Bank, who also noted the rainfall 
and other conditions for many years. 

The winter of 1842-43 was very cold. Mr. 
Moss’s record shows that the winter of ’74 to ’75 
was much colder than that of 1842. The year 
1853 produced a fine peach crop, the next winter 
was severe and killed the trees. On the after¬ 
noon and evening of June 3, 1858, occurred a 
great flood which -did much damage along the 
railroads and highways. In 1859 there was a 
frost every month in the year in Belvidere town¬ 
ship. The year 1860 was famous for its large 
crops, especially of wheat. The season of 1S70 
was very early and very dry. Corn planting com¬ 
menced April 15, much of the oats were cut for 
fodder and many fields of timothy hay were not 
worth cutting. The winter of 1877-78 was very 
short Good plowing up to January 2d, and 
again on March 3d. On December 31, 1S63, and 
the following day was one of the worst storms 
had in Boone County. The wind blew from 
forty to sixty miles an hour aud the thermometer 
went to twenty-five degrees below zero. 


CHAPTER XTY 

LOCAL CHRONOLOGY. 


A SUMMARY OF LOCAE CURRENT EVENTS FROM 1865 

TO THE PRESENT TIME, DRAWN FROM NEWSPAPER 

The following items of Boone County local 
.history are made up in chronological order from 
the files of the “Belvidere Standard”: 

Eighteen Hundred Sixty-Five. 

Among the advertisements: 

- Gritzbaugh, clothing, next door to Boone 
County Bank; H. D. Waterman & Bros., hard¬ 
ware; Miss C. Brink, milliner; Wm. W. Fuller, 
drug store; H. G. King, drug store. 
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April 11 , it was rumored that the First Na¬ 
tional Bank was about to be started. 

April 10, two or three thousand persons as¬ 
sembled in the streets to celebrate Lee’s surren¬ 
der, and the dose of the war. 

Gardner Block, Union Block, and other build¬ 
ings were decorated. The Wide-a-Wakes turned 
out and General Fuller, Capt. Coon, and Dr. 
Molony spoke. Jefferson Davis was burned in 
effigy in the streets. 

Lincoln’s death plunged Belvidere, as well as 
the rest of the country, into great gloom. Union 
services were held at the Presbyterian Church, 
Sunday morning, April 1(5. Services in all the 
other churches were dispensed with. A great 
throng filled' the church and all the ministers of 
Belvidere took part, including Rev. Eddy of the 
Presbyterian, Rev. Cooper of the Episcopal, Rev. 
Lawrence of the Baptist, and Rev. Bliss of the 
Methodist. 

The First National Bank commenced business 
May 10, 1805. -The first board of directors 
was elected March 27th, and consisted of Allen 
C. Fuller, I. T. Witbeck, Mark Ramsey, John 
Xourt, Benj. F. Lawrence, N. C. Tompkins, Ezra 
May, Wm. S. Dunton, George Waterman. 

Officers were as follows: President, Allen C. 
Fuller; Cashier, N. C. Tompkins; Vice-President, 
Benjamin F. Lawrence; Teller, James S. Ter- 
williger. 

The spring of 1S65 was quite cool, frost being 
in the ground as late as the middle of May. 

The Manchester Republican was published in 
1865. 

Howe’s circus exhibited in Belvidere in May. 

The dam at the Baltic Mills, which was dam¬ 
aged in the spring of 1865, was repaired with 
over three hundred loads of brush and small 
trees. Thirty or forty rods of new race was also 
cut. 

The Boone County S. S. Convention was held 
at the Baptist Church at Belvidere, May 26. H. 
W. Avery, Jr., was elected president, E. Moss, 
vice-president, and Chas. E. Abbe, secretary. 


Many of the boys in blue were returning from 
time to time in June. 

I. R. Mudge’s rhubarb plantation employed 
twelve to fifteen men during the season and 
made from 1,000 to 1,200 gallons per day or 
about 10,000 gallons during the season. The 
juice was pressed out by an ordinary cane mill 
and a special press, and placed in large vats in 
the cellar. The production was known as “Amer¬ 
ican Sherry.” 

A drought of considerable length took place 
this year. 

The Fourth of July celebration took place on 
Gooseberry Island. There was a procession of 
some length, including a car of young ladies 
representing all of the states in the Union. From 
5,000 to 6,000 people were present. J. S. Hildrup 
was president of the day and Judge T. D. Mur¬ 
phy, of McHenry County, gave the oration. A 
display of fireworks on the Court House Square 
closed the festivities in the evening. General Ste¬ 
phen Hurlbut, who had just returned from the 
war, also spoke at the exercises, amid great en¬ 
thusiasm. 

The wheat crop in 1865 was very poor, the oats 
and corn good. 

A census taken at Belvidere, August, 1S65, 
shows the following: 

Outside of corporation, 099; south side within 
corporation, 1,108; north side, within corpora¬ 
tion, 1,554; total, 3,361. 

The Ninety-Fifth Illinois Volunteers arrived 
at Springfield the middle of August and were 
mustered out shortly after. August 22nd, the 
■Ninety-Fifth Illinois returned home. Companies 
B, G and K were from Belvidere; a very large 
crowd assembled in town and the train arrived 
shortly after dinner time, amid much confusion 
of welcomes given the soldier boys by fathers, 
mothers, wives, and sweethearts. A procession 
was formed with P. J. Garcelon as marshal, and 
W. R. Cornell and W. F. Hovey as assistants. 
Simon P. Doty was president of the day and 
many of the citizens and veterans already re- 
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turned took part A banquet was held at Eider’s 
new stores, after which a crowd of about 5,000 
people gathered in front of Rice’s Block and im¬ 
promptu speeches were made by General Aiion 
C. Fuller, General Stephen Hurlbut, Major C. B. 
Loop, and I. M. Moore. In the evening parties 
were held at Union Hall and Ames’ 

Otis Caswell died in the early part of Septem¬ 
ber. 

The Count}' Fair was held in the early part 
of September, and among the exhibitions was / 
James Kelley’s 76 varieties of apples from his 
orchard of 1,000 trees. S. W. Bristol’s pears and 
grapes. Horses by J. V. Wing, H. D. Waterman, 
and P. J. Garcelon. Hogs exhibited by Asa 
Moss. 

November, 1805, Luther W. Lawrence was 
elected county judge. Major Loop, county clerk. 

E. L. Lawrence, surveyor, W. H. Dunham, su¬ 
perintendent of schools. Enoch Kendall, county 
treasurer. 

Adelphi Hall was completed in November, 
1865. The Standard of that time stated that 
they considered the name a little fancy and 
rather poor for a hall in a country village. 

S. Molony completed his gothic house, costing 
over $10,000, December, 1865, at that time the 
most expensive residence in the county. Dr. 
Soule completed his new residence about the 
same time (where Irving Terwilliger now lives). 
During 1865, two frame stores were built by Mr. 
Rider and a plough factory by S. Longcor. 

Adelphi Hall was dedicated by a grand ball 
on Thanksgiving Eve., 1865. Tickets were $5.00, 
and none were admitted except on invitation. 
Seventeen sets danced at one time and the social 
leaders of the city were present. General Fuller 
made an address, and the Messrs. Traver of the 
Julien House served the supper. 

Eighteen Htjndeed Sixty-Six. 

A reminder of the time when Belvidere was 
well provided with wooden awnings, is found in 
the Item that the awning at Conger and Van- 


wise’s grocery store fell down, February, 1866, 
the posts having been gnawed by horses. 

At the corporation election, held March 12 , the 
no-license board was elected by a majority of 
about 91. 

The firm of D. D. Sabin & Co., commenced 
. business March, 1866, in the Adelphi Block. 

On Sunday morning, April 1,1866, a fire broke 
out on North State Street and several wooden 
buildings were burned. 

March 20, the Kisliwaukee still covered with 
ice. On 1 April 1, 1866, a fire broke out in the 
Ball Alley on State street about 1 o’clock in the 
morning and consumed several frame buildings. 
By forming a line to the river and one or two 
mud holes, the fire was kept in check. 

A base ball club was formed April 19, 1866, 
with the following officers: Wales W. Wood, 
president; W. S. Wheeler, vice-president; John 
C. Neely, secretary; E. H. Talbott, treasurer; 
J. S. Terwilliger, Chas. II. Fuller, and H. G. 
King, directors. It was known as the “Mystic 
Base Ball Club.” 

The Philharmonic Society held a concert at 
Adelphi Hall May 7, 1866. The president of the 
society was W. H. Gilman. 

The postmaster in 1866 was J. Nelson Brock¬ 
way. 

Another base ball club known as the “Belvidere 
Base Ball Club,” was organized on the south 
side of the river, with D. D. Sabin as president. 

Considerable excitement was caused among 
the Irish citizens in 1866 by Fenians in Canada. 
According to the paper the Irish citizens seemed 
to be divided on the question, some of them 
joining the Fenian Brotherhood, and others keep¬ 
ing aloof from the movement. 

Belvidere postoffice was designated a money 
order office in June. 

In June the railroad bridge across the Klsh- 
waukee was totally destroyed by fire and after 
burning about an hour fell into the river. This 
bridge was built about 1854 and was made of 
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wood, with a large number of iron bolts. The 
stone work was uninjured. 

Fourth of July celebration was held north of 
town, near General Fuller’s. The marshal was 
P. J. Garcelon and the oration of the day was 
by General Hurlbut. In the afternoon a large 
crowd witnessed the ball game by two nines of 
the Mystic Base Ball Club. 

. The railroad company did not immediately re¬ 
build the bridge and a meeting of the citizens 
was called to protest. 

Frost about the first of October caused con¬ 
siderable damage, spoiling about 50 per cent of 
the com crop and a great deal of broom corn. 

After a short time the Mystic and Belvidere 
clubs joined under the name of the Phoenix, 
with Major C. B. Loop as president. The grounds 
were in Dr. Woodworth’s pasture lot, south of 
the river, a few rods above the bridge. 

The State Street sewer was reconstructed in 
1866. Previous to that time it was built of planks, 
which became very much rotted; the contract 
was awarded to Wm. Haywood and L. O. Gil¬ 
man. 

In October, John Plane placed a handsome iron 
fence on the South State Street side of his prem¬ 
ises, being the only one, in Belvidere. 

Bev. Mr. Cooper held select school in the brick 
block on Mechanics Street, above the old bank. 

L. O. Gilman was elected sheriff November 7, „ 
1866, and Stephen Hurlbut, representative, Dan¬ 
iel E. Foote, coroner. 

John R. Gough lectured in the Presbyterian 
Church December 7th. 

The comer stone of the South Baptist Church 
was laid December 6th. 

.In December, U*ion Hall was partitioned in 
the center, one suite being occupied by Wales W. 
Wood as offices and the other by Wm. R. Dodge. 

Silvester Tripp raised a Chester hog two years 
old and weighing over 1,100 pounds. 

Eighteen Hundred Sixty-Seven. 

On January 24, 1867, occurred the heaviest 
snow since 1842. 


The Belvidere Northwestern was established 
In January, the editor being E. H. Talbott. 

Clara Barton, the noted nurse during the Civil 
War, lectured at the Presbyterian Church in 
February. 

Wendell Phillips spoke in Adelphi Hall Febru¬ 
ary 12, on the subject, “Reconstruction." 

Wales W. Wood was appointed master in 
chancery in place of J: S. Hildrup, who resigned, 
in February, 1867. 

Eighteen Hundred Sixty-Nine. 

Velocipedes being ridden by the men. 

Business changes, John & W. Gray bought out 
Pearsall & Terwilliger; Gage & Fuller have sold 
out their crockery line to W. W. Fuller and are 
keeping a stock of hardware; I. T. Witbeek has 
become a member of the firm. 

Among the advertisements are: H, Cunning¬ 
ham, Jr., hardware; Dr. George Peal, drag store, 
opposite Adelphi Hall; D. D. Sabin & Co., dry 
goods, Adelphi Hall building; Greenlee Bros. & 
Co., hardware. Gen. Hurlbut was nominated 
for minister to Bogota. Union Hall being built. 

Petroleum V. Nasby lectured April 24, 1869. 

Chas. Tripp was experimenting on a veloc¬ 
ipede worked by hand. 

May 11, 1869, apple and cherry trees blossom¬ 
ing in abundance. 

“Mr. Doty (May 25) has raised the frame of 
his new hotel located on the flats. This build¬ 
ing, we suppose, is the first of a row which will 
extend along there at no distant day. It wanted 
Doty, to pioneer the thing.” 

Decoration Day was held at the Cemetery, 
Col. Gilman and Major Loop being in charge. 
Among the speakers was General Doubleday, 
who fired the first gun at Fort Sumter on the 
Union side. 

Forepaugh’s circus exhibited in Belvidere, 
June 16. 

June 15, “The Board of Trustees have caused 
several lamps to be placed along our streets, 
which we suppose will do duty on dark nights, 
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although there are uot enough of them to light 
up very much.” 

The Boone County Agricultural Society. Pres¬ 
ident this year, Dudley W. Gates. Vice-presi¬ 
dent, Geo. Reed. Secretary and treasurer, A. 
E. Jenner. 

Fourth of July celebration. President, General 
Fuller. Orator, J. S. Hildrup. Marshal, R. E. 
Osgood. The procession was held in the morn¬ 
ing, a contest of fire engines from Rockford and 
Harvard In the afternoon, and fireworks in the 
evening. 

The Winnebago Fire and Hose Companies, in¬ 
cluding about seventy-five firemen in uniform, 
marched in the procession. The exercises were 
held in a grove of young oaks on the premises of 
Mr. Hollister,' near the railroad culvert on the 
south side. Anvils were fired and bells were 
rung very early. About 2,500 people were present, 
and the day was fine and quite cool. Slater’s 
Cornet Band, and a band from Poplar Grove, 
furnished the music. 

The week before June 22 was very wet, caus¬ 
ing a freshet in the river and did considerable 
damage to crops. 

The paper suggests that the citizens trim oft 
the lower branches of their shade trees along 
the streets, not leaving it to the cows to chew 
them off. 

This year, 1SG9, the hay crop was heavy', and 
oats good, wheat and rye less than the average, 
corn only fair, potatoes good. Wages for farm 
help, during harvest, averaged from $2.50 a day, 
sometimes $3.00. 

A county map was gotten up in 1869 by 
Thompson & Co. 

A new school house was contracted for on the 
school grounds at a slight distance from the old 
building on a‘spot made vacant by r the removal 
of the Primary Building, a two-story frame, 30 
by CO by 24 feet high. 

The, brick school house' was also considerably 
Improved. The directors at this time were B. N. 
Dean, D. D. Sabin, and Chas. Abbe. 


Boone County' Fair receipts for 1SG9, $3,000, 
which was $1,000 greater than any previous 
fair. 

The basement of the. Presbyterian Church was 
furnished off this fall and divided into rooms. 
M. G. Leonard had charge of the work. 

The fall, during October, was unusually cold. 

Four prisoners escaped from the county jail 
November 1st, by sawing out the upper portion 
of one of the bars. 

Election held November 2, 1869. Luther W. 
Lawrence was elected county judge. C. B. Loop, 
county clerk. L. O. Gilman, county treasurer. 
W. H. Dunham, County Superintendent. Jesse 
S. Hildrup and Westel W. Sedgwick, delegates 
to the constitutional convention. 

Asa Moss was experimenting with new kinds 
of potatoes. 

Rev. N. W. Minor engaged as pastor of the 
North Baptist Church. Previous to this he had 
been pastor in Springfield for fifteen years. 

The Mississippi Valley National Telegram Co., 
removed its office to the room over Stewart’s 
clothing store. M. D. Williams was manager. 
The rate of a message to Chicago was twenty 
cents. 

Union Hall was opened December 25, 1869, by 
a grand sociable and oyster supper. J. S. Hil¬ 
drup presided and W. W. Wood made the ad¬ 
dress. 

Mr. Hildrup in the constitutional convention 
was appointed upon the committee on finance, 
banks and currency, and congressional appor¬ 
tionment. 

Col. Gilman was appointed U. S. deputy mar¬ 
shal. 

Dr. Lake was experimenting with a grape 
know'n as the “Belvldere." 

Eighteen Hundred Seventy. 

January 16th, there was a heavy thunder 
shower. The next day was the coldest thus far 
of the season, about ten degrees below. 

The Young Men’s Christian Association, Feb- 
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ruary 5, 1870, elected officers. President, S. S. 
Fisk. Vice-president, Dr. D. E. Foote. Secre¬ 
taries, A. S. Downs and Jas. Goodman. The 
society appears to have had several meetings 
before this time. 

Annn E. Dickinson gave a lecture on the Mor¬ 
mon question in Union Hall, February 8. 

This year the government officials buying 
horses for the U. S. cavalry spent several days 
In Belvidere, having their headquarters at Trus- 
dell’s stable, and about thirty horses were pur¬ 
chased, from $00.00 to $100.00 apiece. 

March 15, 1870. Heavy snows. 

At the corporation election, several colored 
citizens voted, evidently for the first time, under 
the Fifteenth Amendment. 

John Plane resumed specie payment, being the 
first resumption of cash in Belvidere. 

The following table was furnished to the 
“Standard” by A. F. Moss. 


Wheat Oats 


Year Sowing 

Reaping 

Sowing 

Reaping 

1857—April 20 

Aug. 4 

May 4 

Aug. 13 

1858—March 29 

July 23 

April 23 

July 23 

1859—March 25 

July 22 

April 6 

July 18 

1860—March 13 

July 12 

March 17 

July 10 

1861—March 25 

July 25 

April 12 

July 29 

1862—April 11 

July 26 

April 19 

Aug. 1 

1863—MaTCh 28 

July 21 

April 6 

July 18 

1864—April 2 

July 12 

April 12 

July 18 

1865—March 28 

July 11 

March 30 

July 26 

1866—April 11 

July 24 

April 21 

Aug. 1 

.1867—April 9 

July 27 

April 22 

Aug. 1 

1868—March 24 

July 20 

April 10 

July 24 

1869—April 8 

Aug. 2 

April 20 

July 29 


Average commencement of sowing wheat, April 
1st. Reaping wheat, July 21st. Average time of 
growth, 111 days. 


Average commencement of sowing oats, April 
12. Reaping oats, July 2G. Average time of 
growth, 104 days. 

March 22nd, ice still in the river. 

April, 1870, a freshet in the river broke 
through the Baltic Mill dam, about 20 feet wide. 


Union religion meetings were held in Union 
Hall during April, being attended by a large 
audience. 

A petition being circulated asking the Board 
of Trustees to purchase some hand fire engines. 

April 13th, Osgood & Ellison’s livery stable 
near the Julien House was burned. The flames 
also destroyed Fellows &■ Hare’s planing mill 
and a large pile of wood. On account of the fact 
that there were no fire engines in town the fire 
was difficult to handle. The article speaks of 
the burning of the old Union Hall Block, about 
1860. 

Win. Dertkick speared a pickerel in the Klsh- 
waukee, weighing 13% pounds, 

Capron.—Messrs. Stow & Tripp keeping store. 
A number of citizens leaving for Kansas. Mr. 
Cornwell's cheese factory in full blast, with 
Frank Robinson in charge. 

The board of trustees considering as to the 
organization of a fire department. 

The proposed constitution of the state was 
published in the issue of May 24, 1870. 

George Francis Train lectured in Union Hall, 
May 28. 

Decoration Day services were held at the cem¬ 
etery. It was stated that about twenty-nine sol¬ 
diers were then buried there. General Fuller 
was chairman and W. W. Wood, Mr. Rollins, 
and L. W. Lawrence addressed the meeting. 

May, 1870, an arbor-vitae hedge was set along 
the main road in the cemetery, a well dug and 
other improvements made. 

From a short history of Belvidere by Joseph 
H. Hills, of Chicago, in the issue of May 31, 
1870, we take the following: 

The last Indians went away November, 1835. 
They were Pottawatomies under their old chief, 
“Monomonic,” and were about seven families, 
composed of about seventy people. 

Simon P. Doty came from Rochester, N. Y., 
June 10, 1835. Dr. Whitney, the same date, from 
Yates County, N. Y. About the same time came 
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Cornelius Cline, Timothy Caswell and family, 
John K. Towner and family, and Albertus Nix- 
son. In the spring of 1836, came Oliver Hale, 
Obadiah Sands, Cephas Gardner, and Mat Mo- 
lony. In 1837 came McDougal, in 1838, John M. 
Glasner, and Wm. H. Gilman. The four corners 
at State and Mechanics Streets were laid out by 
Doty and Nathaniel Crosby with a common 
square in 1836. Mr. Doty built the first house, 
which now (May 31, 1870) stands on the raise 
of ground in the rear of Union Hall. It was a 
frame building, 24 by 18 feet In 1839 Mr. Doty 
was on the southwest corner, Alexander Neely 
on the northeast, Joel Walker on the northwest, 
and a cellar on the southeast of the “four cor¬ 
ners.” 

In 1850 Belvidere had about 1,000 inhabitants, 
in 1870 about 5,000. 

Some business firms then here were: 

Dry goods, Ira Wilson, established in 1856. 
Gage, Fuller & Witbeck, groceries. E. T. Gage 
was for a number of years with Ira Witbeck in 
the dry goods business. C. H. Fuller was with 
' Waterman from 1863 to 1S66, when they sold 
out to Greenlee Bros., with whom he remained 
for about two years, when he formed a part¬ 
nership with Mr. Gage. Mr. Witbeck came from 
Chicago, being a brother to a prominent lumber 
dealer of that city. Geo. Bement, jeweler, came 
to Belvidere about 1851. J. R. Williams located 
in Union Block, next door to the postoffice, came 
to Belvidere in 1845, now in the clothing busi¬ 
ness. American House now kept by F. A. Mc¬ 
Intyre, late of Chicago, for a number of years 
kept by Wm. Anderson. 

June, 1870, Capron building a new school house 
at a cost of about $3,500. 

Little Thunder Mill was built by I. D. Miller 
In 1852, and sold to the McKay Bros, in 1870. 

Daniel Caswell was accidentally killed by a 
gun July 11, 1870, at Le Roy, Minn. He was the 
son of Otis Caswell, one of the early settlers, and 
was proprietor of a hotel at the place of his 
residence. 


A special election was ordered for June 27th, 
polls held at Union Livery Stable, to vote on the 
question of purchasing fire engines, the question 
being whether the town should purchase one 
steam fire engine, two hand fire engines, or no 
engines at all. 

A great jubilee was held for about a week, 
commencing June 29th. Governor Oglesby was 
present, and a large number of singers to take 
part in the musical numbers. 

The Capron Messenger published in 1870. 

The causeway across the flats Improved by 
retaining walls. 

Dr. Lake in August, 1870, sold his entire stock 
of Belvidere grapes, about two hundred roots, 
to Hotchkiss & Mundy, for $500.00. 

August 30th, a meeting of the Lyceum was 
held at the South Baptist Church. A debate 
was held, “Resolved, that the morals of Ameri¬ 
can people are on the advance.” Affirmative: 
F. S. Whitman and C. E. Fuller. Negative: H. 
Nunn and Z. W. Smith. Also music, essays and 
recitations. 

Anti-Masonic Convention was held in Belvi¬ 
dere, October 31, 1870. President J. Blanchard, 
of Wheaton College, was a speaker, also C. A. 
Blanchard. 

I. R. Mudge had 18 to 20 acres in hops and 
raised on this about half a ton of baled hops to 
the acre. About sixty were employed in picking. 

The Anti-Masonic meetings resulted in the 
nomination of a ticket for the fall election. 

The census returns for this year showed as 
follows: l[ 

Town Population Dwellings 

Le Roy.1,043 194 

Boone .1,537 306 

Spring ..1,068 200 

Bonus .1,154 227 

Manchester .1,153 214 

Caledonia .1,354 262 

Belvidere .1,183 235 

Belvidere City .3,237 687 % 

Flora .1,278 240 
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Whole county population, 13,007. Dwellings, 
2,565. Number of farms, 1,444. Establishments 
of Industry, 161. 

Mrs. Whitney, widow of Daniel H. Whitney, 
died September, 1870, aged 60. 

County Fair. Among the exhibits were those 
of Robert Williams, of Flora, peaches. Richard 
Barnes, of Belvidere, vegetables, Including large 
pumpkins. 

Rev. Samuel Cates of the Second M. E. Church 
left for another pastorate, October, 1870. 

Congressional convention at Adelphi Hall, Sep¬ 
tember, 1870. Gen. Farnsworth was nominated 
for congress. Boone and Winnebago Counties 
voted for Wm. Lathrop. In the evening, General 
Farnsworth and Dick Oglesby addressed the peo¬ 
ple at Union Hall. 

The Baltic Mill dam was strengthened by 
driving piles. 

Mrs. John Greenlee died October 17, 1870. 

This year quite a lively contest took place for 
the legislature. Among the candidates were: 
J. S. Hildrup, E. L. Lawrence and E. H. Talbott. 
The candidates for state senators were Gen. Ful¬ 
ler and John Early.. Mr. Hildrup was elected 
representative. R. E. Osgood was elected sheriff 
and D. E. Foote, coroner. Both Mr. Fuller and 
Mr. Early were elected state senators. 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton lectured, November, 
1870, in Union Hall on Woman Suffrage. 

November 29, 1870. Up to this time the weather 
was very mild. It was stated that the same 
kind ol ^weather occurred twenty-four years be- 
fqre. 

The residence of Rev. Mr. Burch at Russel- 
vllle burned November, 1870. 

December 12, 1870, an old settlers’ meeting 
was held in A. E. Jenner’s office, all who were 
citizens in 1845 being admitted. Among those 
interested were A. F. Moss, Ezra May, A. E. Jen- 
ner, E. E. Moss, Geo. Dean, Simon P. Doty, E. L. 
Lawrence, Sidney Avery, C. Gardner, Abram 
Drake, Luther Llnderman, Wm. M. Brett, L. W. 


Lawrence, Edward Stevenson, and James B. 
Lambert 

Winter started in about December 19, 1870, 
very cold. 

Eighteen 1 Hundred Seventy-One. 

Wendell Philips spoke at Union Hall, January, 
1871, under the auspices of the Y. M. C. A. 

Henry Loop, who settled on South Prairie 
about 1838 raised about 4,000 bushels of wheat, 
that year (’38), but on account of the expense 
of teaming to Chicago, and low price, he calcu¬ 
lated it would have been money in his pocket 
had he raised but 1,000 bushels. The wheat 
crop of 1S60 was very large, in 1859 there was. a 
drought, in 1870 another drought 

A very heavy snow storm, Friday, January 
13th, to noon the following Sunday, 1871. The 
trains were stopped for several days, snow in the 
woods was about 18 inches deep and some drifts 
4 or 5 feet. 

Luke Teeple sold 12 Chester White hogs, 
which averaged 541 lbs., at seven cents a pound, 
the heaviest weighing 6S5 lbs. 

Floral Hall on the Fair Grounds was blown 
down by a heavy wind in March. 

.Vincent D’Pnul Society founded by members 
of the Catholic Church. 

March, 1871. Chas. Fuller, formerly a law 
student at Mr. Hlldrup’s office, has hung out his 
shingle at Duluth. 

Geo. Waterman died March, 1871, funeral 
services in First Baptist Church, being a Ma¬ 
sonic Burial. Mr. Waterman was born in Coop- 
erstown, N. Y., 1817. Came to Belvidere in 1848, 
settled first In Caledonia, then In Belvidere. He 
taught school in the old academy on the Mound, 
and afterwards engaged in grain and lumber 
trade. 

Small-pox occurred, a few cases, this year. 

Mrs. Nancy P. Fuller, wife of General Fuller, 
died May 18, 1871, aged 47. 

I. R. Mudge made 7,000 gallons of rhubarb 
wine this season. 
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Croquet was very popular among the men 
folks, some of the games being played near the 
livery stable on the north side. Luther Law¬ 
rence is mentioned as one of the “crack players.” 

The seventeen year locusts made their ap¬ 
pearance this year. 

Strawberries were very plentiful. 

The old settlers’ picnic was held June 14, In 
the Fair Grounds. • Elder Lawrence presided. 
The ladies of 1835 were introduced, being Mrs. 
J. K. Towner, Mrs. Luke Teeple, Mrs. J. C. Mor- 
doff, and Mrs. Woodword, the two latter being 
the daughters of Cornelius Cline. The account 
states that a few rods west of the speakers’ 
platform was the site of an old Indian com 
field, said to be the last made by the Indians. 
The following were present, with date of arrival: 
1835—Harlyn Shattuck. 1S3G—E. E. Moss, 
Oliver Hale, A. D. Hale, Mrs. I. N. McCoy, Mrs. 
A. II. Cushman, Chas. Curtis, Mrs. Geo. Sands, 
I. N. McCoy. 1837—C. C. Bristol, Albert Stone. 
Mrs. Clark Heath, H. J. Hanson, H. C. Walker, 
H. H. Cushman, C. C. Powers, and Asa Moss. 

Cherries were very plentiful this year, selling 
as low as $1.00 per bushel. Mostly the “Mo- 
rello.” 

Fourth of July, 1871, was celebrated at Nijah 
Hotchkiss’ Grove. The procession was headed by 
Cherry Valley Band. W. Hi Gilman was presi¬ 
dent of the day and J. S. Hildrup, orator. 

Elder Lawrence raised a small piece of “al- 
sike” clover, evidently a new thing then. 

Mr. Capen, an early resident of Belvidere, died 
in July, 1871, from a sun stroke, on his farm in 
McHenry County. He was a remarkably fleshy 
man, and kept a clothing store In Belvidere in 
the early days. 

Apples were very plentiful this year and a 
large number of cider mills were started, to 
prevent them from rotting on the ground. 

P. J. Garcelon died in November, 1871. He 
was an auctioneer, aged 49 years. He had been 
sheriff of the county two terms and was noted 
for his active business habits. 


At the election John Gray was elected county 
treasurer and Chas. S. Moss surveyor. 

The KIshwaukee froze November 21, 1871, and 
a few days later was heavy enough for skating. 

Robert Ferguson shot a gray wolf on the Rol¬ 
lins. farm, November 21st, and received a ten 
dollar bounty. 

Boone County Agricultural Society was made 
a joint stock company at a meeting in Mr. Jen- 
ner’s oflice, December 9,' 1871. Five hundred 
shares of ten dollars each. 

Miss Mary E. Dunton and Miss Alice Walker 
conducted an academic school in 1871-72, in the 
rooms over Gardner's store. 

December 20th, early in the morning, a fire 
was discovered in the South Baptist Church, 
which was being repaired. A strong breeze was 
blowing and the church was practically con¬ 
sumed. It was built in 1807. The dwelling bouse 
of Chas. Abbe adjoining was also burned. 

Weather in ISOS. Hottest day, July 18, 90°. 
Coldest day, February 10, 32° below. In 1869, 
hottest day, August 19, 92°. Coldest day, Feb¬ 
ruary 5, 8° below. In 1870, hottest, June 30, 
100°. Coldest day, December 23, 15° below. In 
1871, hottest day, July 8, 94°. Coldest day, De¬ 
cember 20, 22° below. 

Eighteen Hundred Seventy-Two. 

S. P. Stevenson, January 30, 1872, was 
awarded the contract for keeping the county 
poor. 

Eiohteen Hundred Seventy-Three. 

Among the advertisements in the Standard: 

C. E. Abbe, agent, sewing machines; Reynolds 
& Gilman, market; Turneaure & Stow, boots 
and shoes; Moulton & Darneille, successors to 
Cephas Gardner, groceries; J. H. Saxton, furni¬ 
ture; Geo. Bement, jewelry; Greenlee Bros., 
hardware; Wm. Haywood, agricultural imple¬ 
ments. 

Rev. T. C. Easton, pastor of First Presbyte¬ 
rian Church was appointed commissioner of Il¬ 
linois to the world’s fair at Vienna. 

April 12th, a meeting was held in reference 
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to a railroad to run southeast from Belvldere to 
Joliet. Wm. H. Gilman was president and Ralph 
Roberts was secretary. Gen. Hurlbut was chief 
speaker and about $22,000.00 in stock was sub¬ 
scribed. The next meeting as to the railroad 
was held in Union Hall the next Saturday. Gen. 
Fuller in chair, and about $10,000.00 more was 
subscribed. 

This was a raw, wet spring. 

The Second M. E. Church purchased the Neely 
Block, east of the Julian House, with the inten¬ 
tion of removing their church and putting in a 
basement story. 

O. B. Ingalls was postmaster, May, 1873. 
Convention was held at Marengo, May 17th, to 
nominate a Republican candidate for circuit 
judge. Two hundred and ten ballots were taken 
without any choice. The last one was a tie be¬ 
tween T. E. Murphy and Chas. Kelium. Boone 
County delegates voted for Mr. Murphy. The 
election was held June 2nd, and Boone County 
voted 273 for Murphy, and 201 for Kelium. 

The South Baptist Church is being completed. 
Fourth of July exercises were held in Hotch¬ 
kiss’ Grove. O. H. Wright was president of the 
day. S. L. Covey and Wm. P. Hovey were mar¬ 
shals, and Chas. Fuller gave the oration. 

The KIshwaukee bridge near Big Thunder 
Mill broke down June 2Sth, while a load of grain 
was being driven across. 

At the Fourth of July celebration, a heavy rain 
came on and the Jast part was held in Adelphi 
Hall. Five hundred couples participated at a ball 
at Union Hall in the evening. 

Purling'Plane died July 20th, at the residence 
of his son, John Plane. Mr. Plane was born at 
Norfolk,. England, and was 106 years of age at 
the time of his death. 

This summer the rumor of a snake 10 or 12 
feet long caused considerable commotion among 
the boys who had been used to swimming in 
the KIshwaukee River. 

A mass meeting was held on the Fair Grounds 
for the purpose of forming the Boone County 
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Farmers- Association. A. J. Burbank of Flora 
presided, and L. W. Lawrence was speaker of 
the day and also president, and G. B. Moss was 
elected secretary. 

Croquet this summer seemed to be the princi¬ 
pal amusement of the men. 

A hunting match for a game supper was ar¬ 
ranged for. Friday, November 7, 1873. The 
choosers were Geo. Hurlbut and H. F. Bowley. 
Thirty men were on each side, Including a num¬ 
ber of our prominent citizens; the losers to give 
a supper at the Julian House. In the hunt Mr. 
Bowley’s side came out a little ahead. About 
eighty people took part in the supper. 

Gen. Tom Thumb and his wife gave a per¬ 
formance in Union Hall, November 14th, a very 
large number came to see them. 

A wooden wedding was given at Seymour Van 
Epps, December 15th, and was attended by a 
large number of neighbors. 

The Adelphic Debating Society was organized 
a short time ago by the young people and held 
meetings in the North Side school house. 

During 1873, 339 carloads of stock were ship- 
sped,^ consisting of 179 hogs, 116 cattle, 26 horses, 
and 18 sheep. The largest shippers were Covey 
and Ames, M. G. Leonard and D. Bailey. 

The Boone County Grange, P. of I-I., was or¬ 
ganized January 3, 1874. L. P. Wood, of Spring, 
was elected Master; A. P. Daniels, of Manches¬ 
ter, Overseer; A. J. Burbank, of Flora, secretary; 
A. Drake, of Caledonia, treasurer; Geo. Reed, of 
Spring, gatekeeper. 

Flora Grange Hall was dedicated, February 4, 
1874, about 300 persons being present. 

John Herbert, of Bonus, kept from 400 to S00 
sheep for more than 15 years. 

Meetings were held in February to nominate 
candidates for a no-license ticket at the coming 
election. 

March 9, 1874, the corporation election took 
place and decided in favor of no license by 150 
majority. In the first ward D. D. Sabin and 
Stephen Lambert were elected trustees. In the 
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second ward, Jolm Saxton and C..L. Stow were 
elected trustees, and I. T. Witbeck was elected 
trustee at large. 

St. Patrick’s Day was celebrated by a large 
dance In Union Hall. The music was by Pease’s 
band. The number present was 500. The pro¬ 
cession and the proceedings during the day were 
interfered with by rain. 

A meeting was held April 25, 1874, to revive 
the Belvidere Ladies’ Library Association. It 
was reported that the old library consisted of 
about 200 volumes, and it was decided to reor¬ 
ganize the work of the association. Among the 
ladies most interested were Mrs. M. C. Leonard 
and Mrs. It. S. Moloney. Miss M, E. Dunton and 
Mrs. Glasner. 

Among the attorneys’ advertisements at this 
time are: W. R. Dodge, over First National 
Bank. Wales W. Wood, over Bennett jewelry 
store. J. S. Hildrup, over Terwilliger's drug 
store, corner of State and Mechanics Streets. 
Chas. E. Fuller, over Fuller’s book store, south 
side, and M. M. Boyce, Rice's Block, south side. 

The library movement resulted in the forma¬ 
tion of an organization of the Belvidere Library 
Association. At a meeting held at Mrs. Glas- 
ner’s residence, April 30, 1874, a constitution 
was adopted and officers were elected. 

The month of April, 1874, was unusually cool, 
according to the figures kept by Geo. B. Moss for 
many yeaTs. 

The Standard states that A. W. Robertson, who 
runs the South Prairie quarry, occasionally digs 
out fossils, shells and small quantities of iron 
ore. 

Decoration Day services were held in the Bel¬ 
videre cemetery, the day being very hot. Wales 
Wood was chairman; John Rollins, marshal, and 
Judge Lawrence, Rev. John Fulton and John Rol¬ 
lins were the speakers. Thirty-five soldiers are 
named as being buried in the cemetery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Enos Tompkins celebrated their 
golden wedding, June 6, 1874. Mr. and Mrs. 


Tompkins removed to Belvidere in 1851, from 
Towanda, Pa. He was in the war of 1812. 

Attorney M. M. Boyce died suddenly at Inde¬ 
pendence, la., while attending court, June, 
1874. Mr. Boyce came to Belvidere about 1850 
and served some years as state’s attorney and 
one year as county judge. 

Lightning-rod agents were complained of as 
swindling the farmers. 

The Belvidere Library Association opened its 
library at Miss Jenner’s. 

The Fourth of July celebration was held in 
Pier’s grove, about 2% miles east of town. A 
large number of the Sunday school scholars 
marched, making a procession over a mile in 
length. Races were held at the fair grounds in 
the afternoon and a torch light procession in 
the evening. 

Base ball had considerable run this year. 

The question of organizing a fire department 
was taken up. 

Belvidere library removed to the postoffice, 

The Free Methodist camp meetings were held 
several years before 1874, near Caledonia, but 
that year a grove near Cherry Valley was pur¬ 
chased and improved under the direction of Elder 
W. P. Gray, and lots offered for sale. 

Trips and excursions to Geneva Lake are quite 
often mentioned in the papers. 

The first killing frost in 1874 was October 
12th. 

A trap shoot was held in Rowan’s pasture’Oc¬ 
tober 21, 1874, attended by quite a number of' 
the shooters. 

The vote for state officers, November 3, 1874.' 
was about 1,299 to the Republicans and 184. to 
the Democrats. 

S. L. Covey was unanimously elected sheriff. 

PorLAB Gbove Notes. 

Eighteen Hundbed Seventt-Five. 

The hotel was run by W. S. Woodword. 

There were two churches, Methodist and Con¬ 
gregational. 
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Among the stores were Woodworth & Alex¬ 
ander, general store, established about 1S69. This 
firm also ran a grain elevator and kept the 
postoffice. 

F. J. Hawley, hardware. 

W. H. Brook & Co., general store, including 
drugs. 

Daniel Wilcox was freight and baggage agent 
for the Northwestern for many years in Belvi- 
dere. 

Challenge debate at the Adelphi Hall, Belvi- 
dere Literary Union of the south side, and the 
Adelphi Lyceum of the north side. Major C. R. 
Loop was chairman. The Union speakers were 
E. D. Sherman, M. C. Harding and L. W. Terry. 
.The Adelphi speakers were H. A. Boomer, E. J. 
Shaw and Geo. Lovering. The salutatory address 
was by C. A. Church. The Union society won. 

March, 1875, effort being made to organize a 
militia. Meeting held in rooms over T. L. Dev¬ 
lin’s shoe shop and forty names enrolled. 

The ice broke up in the Klshwaukee, March 
26, 1875. 

An old fashioned spelling school was held in 
Adelphi Hall. D. B. Pettit and A. C. Fuller, 
monitors. Among those who took part were 
Nathan .Smedley, W. W. Wood, 0. H. Wright. 
Dr. and Mrs. F. S. Whitman were the victors. 

April 1, 1875. A. O. Williams’ drug store 
caught fire and burned, together with Pettit & 
Bowle.v’s jewelry store. This was the third fire 
in this locality. The first was a hotel built by 
Mr. Doty which burned in 1855, when occupied 
by Mr. Wilson. The next was the Union Block, 
including the old Union Hall, built by Enos 
Tompkins, Henry Crosby, W. R. Woodruff and 
Alexander Neely. The citizens turned out in 
great numbers and succeeded in saving the ad¬ 
joining buildings, including Glasner’s store. 

Spelling schools were very popular this year 
and among those who took part we notice the 
names of a great many of the prominent citizens. 

Jewett Sheldon purchased Mr. Trover’s inter¬ 


est in the Julien House, May, 1875, and the firm 
became Tousley & Sheldon. 

W. C. Coates commenced the publication of a 
daily paper known as the “Dailey Index,” in 
Belvidere in 1875, assisted by Frank Turneaure. 

The Washington Guards, commanded by Capt. 
Flynn. 

Belvidere Library Association, June, 1S75, the 
annual report shows 354 books, of which 124 
were the remains of a library founded over 
twenty years before. The library was open one 
hour Wednesday afternoon and one hour on Sat¬ 
urday afternoon and one hour Saturday evening. 

Nine new kerosene burners were substituted 
for an equal number of gasoline street lamps, 
which latter were quite unsatisfactory, as they 
sometimes “became as dim as an ordinary light¬ 
ning bug,” according to the paper. 

In 1875, David Daniels of Le Roy kepi' the 
county poor. 

Bogardus cultivated about 350 acres of broom 
corn, including over 100 acres on the Hildrup 
farm. 

An old fashioned Fourth of July was observed 
in 1S75 on Saturday, the 3rd, being at Adelphi 
Hall on account of the rain. D. D. Sabin was 
president of the day, Col. Gilman, marshal, and 
Gen. Hurlbut the orator. 

The German Evangelical Lutheran Congrega¬ 
tional Church was dedicated July 25, 1S75, being 
the building formerly occupied by the South Side 
Christian Church. .* 1 

The summer of 1875 was marked, by heavy 
rains. 

The public square was fenced, Belvidere Park 
at Geneva Lake was established in 1875, the 
stock was divided Into 28 shares at $25.00 a 
share, each representing a lot. For a long time 
the park was a favorite summer home for many 
of the prominent Belvidere families, but has 
mostly passed into the hands of other owners. 
The land is worth many times what was orig¬ 
inally paid for it. 

The American House was redecorated in Au- 
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gust, 1875, and opened under the management of 
W. H. Truesdell. 

Dr. John S. King, an early settler of Belvidere, 
died at DeKalb, September 14, 1S75, aged 89. 
He preached the first sermon in the county at 
Timothy Caswell’s (afterward the Lacy place) 
In February or March, 1836. 

The Adelphi Lyceum, a literary society, was 
started on the north side in 1873 and continued 
for two years. 

The Boone Rifle Company was organized No¬ 
vember, 1875, under the instruction of Major C. 
B. Loop. 

Geo. Picken came to Boone County in 1S40 and 
settled in Caledonia. He was a native of Ar- 
gylesblre, Scotland, and died November 20, 1875, 
aged 69. 

Nijah Hotchkiss died at Cedar Falls. Ia., 
where he had lived for many years, December, 
1875. He was buried at Belvidere with Masonic 
honors. 

The Boone Rifles elected C. B. Loop captain; 
Geo. H. Hurlbut, first lieutenant, and S. H. Bai¬ 
ley, second lieutenant. 

The winter of 1857 to '58 was very mild. Wil¬ 
liam McBride stated that he plowed every month 
during that year, although in February he found 
a little frost. 

Among the features of Caledonia Center in 
1876 were the Montanye House, the Spencer 
band, and Chappell’s Hall. 

A Samaritan Reformer’s Club of Belvidere was 
organized in March, 1876, and a large number 
signed the pledge. 

An election was held in March, 1876, to decide 
whether' Belvidere would adopt city organization 
and j oe proposition was lost by ninety votes. A 
no-license board was elected at the same time. 

The ladies of the Library Society gave a Cen¬ 
tennial party at Union Hall for the benefit of 
the library, which was very successful. 

The principal Fourth of July celebration this 
year was held at Garden Prairie, at which L. W. 
Lawrence and R. P. Porter, of Rockford, were 


the speakers. No public meeting was held in 
Belvidere. 

The 40th anniversary of the First Baptist 
Church, held in July, 1876. The first Baptist 
house of worship was an old log house opposite 
the Universalist Church, where E. H. Reynolds' 
house afterward stood. It was used as a court 
house and school house. 

In the November election, 1876, the vote was 
as follows: Republican, 1,966; Democratic, 364, 
and Greenback, 43; Chas. E. Fuller, state’s at¬ 
torney; James W. Sawyer, circuit clerk; S. L. 
Covey, sheriff; Frank S. Whitman, coroner. 

The Congregational Church at Poplar Grove 
burned in January, 1877, at a loss of about 
$7,000. 

In February; 1877, a cantata, tbe “Court of 
Babylon,” was given in Union Hall by about 
sixty singers, under the direction of the Baker 
family. Many of the prominent people took 
part in the three performances, given to large 
audiences. 

Eighteen Hundred Seventy-Seven. 

Along in 1877, tbe blue glass craze struck 
Belvidere. This theory was invented by Gen¬ 
eral Pleasanton, who thought that much benefit 
would be derived by living under blue light. In 
March, 1877, the corporation election resulted in 
the choice of license trustees, the previous year 
having been no license. J. S. Hildrup was ap¬ 
pointed U. S. marshal for Northern Illinois, 
March, 1S77. Major C. B. Loop was appointed - 
postmaster in place of Ingalls. 

Mrs. M. E. Crary was county superintendent 
of schools. There were seventy-three schools in 
the county. 

James H. Carpenter died in 1877. 1-Ie owned 
the American House about 1850 and afterward 
built a block of stores just above, which burned 
down some years before his death. 

Joel Florida died in Minneapolis, Minn., 
March 16,1S77. He was born in Brattleboro, Vt., 
January 31, 1S17. He was prominent in Boone 
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County for many years, and was a farmer, mer¬ 
chant and railroad contractor. He was sheriff 
of the county for several terms; removed to 
Minnesota in about 1855, and engaged in railroad 
contracting. 

May, 1877, the Belvidere Library had grown 
to over 1,000 volumes. 

Henry Loop died May 27, 1877, aged 78. He 
was born at Elmira, N. X., May 11, 1799. Re¬ 
moved to Steuben County and married Minerva 
Calkins in 1823. In 1838 he removed with his 
family to Boone County and located about two 
miles west of Belvidere, where he cultivated a 
large farm. He afterwards entered business as 
member of Henry Loop & Sons, at the comer of 
State and Mechanics Streets, and took up his 
residence in town. 

In 1877 a history of the' county was prepared 
by a Chicago firm. 

Fourth of July celebration was held in Doty’s 
grounds and the procession was unusually large. 
Allen C. Fuller was the speaker of the day. 
There was a parade of “King Komus and his 
Mistik Krew.” 

Abraham H. Bradley died July 8. 1877, aged 
77. Mr. Bradley had been clerk of the county 
court several terms. 

The Belvidere library removed from the post- 
office into temporary quarters in Union Hall, 
July, 1877. Rev. H. B. Waterman donated a 
building, and subscription was taken up to pro¬ 
vide a lot. 

William H. Gilman died in Belvidere, October 
7, 1S77, aged 70. He was born in New Hamp¬ 
shire, in March, 1807. His parents moved to 
Lower Canada and Mr. Gilman entered the of¬ 
fice of Ebenezer Peck, afterwards of Chicago, as 
a student and was admitted to the bar. In 1834, 
he married Juliette M., daughter of Joel Walker, 
at Peacham, ,Vt. In 1837 he came to Belvidere 
and located on a claim about three miles north 
of town, where he built a log house and resided 
until 1839. He then removed to Chicago and 
after about two years returned to Belvidere. He 


was an attorney by profession, but his large bus¬ 
iness interests soon took all of his time. Mr. 
Gilman was.one of Belvidere’s most prominent 
citizens and his name will appear in many places 
throughout the history. 

November, 1877, C. B. Dean was elected county 
judge and M. E. Keeler, county clerk; Daniel 
Wilcox, county treasurer, and D. C. Cowan, su¬ 
perintendent of schools. 

Eighteen Hundred Seventy-Eight. 

A temperance crusade was started in January, 
1878, the speaker was Dr. McColister, of Michi¬ 
gan, and a number of enthusiastic meetings were 
held, and several temperance clubs were formed. 
Over 2,500 people signed the peldge, and wore 
the ribbons which marked the club membership. 

The new building of the Willow Creek Presby¬ 
terian Church in the Scotch settlement was dedi¬ 
cated February 9, 1878, a very large number be¬ 
ing present. Prof. Frances S. Patton preached 
the dedicatory sermon. Rev. B. E. S. Ely was 
the pastor. 

The younger people in Belvidere took part In 
the temperance movement by organizing into a 
“Band of Hope.” The children were divided 
into companies of ten each, and captains ap¬ 
pointed for .each company. Among the captains 
were many who afterwards became quite promi¬ 
nent in Belvidere. 

J. A. Murphy, who lived on the Beaver, raised 
an 800-lb. hog in 1878. 

Judge Chas. E. Fuller compiled a book on Illi¬ 
nois practice, somewhat on the style, of Moore’s 
Civil Law of later time, and the work had a 
large circulation among lawyers. 

The gutters on State and Mechanic Streets 
were relaid with oak plank in 187S. 

In 1878 the wolf bounty was $15.00 for an old 
one, and half of that for a young one. 

June, 1878, Caledonia station took fire during 
a storm and burned to the ground. 

The spring was very wet, with many storms. 

Advertisements in 1878: 









804 


HISTOEY OF BOONE COUNTY 


Sabin & Sykes, dry goods; O. C. Haskins, gro¬ 
cery ; Saxton & Mitchell, furniture; Geo. Bement, 
jewelry; John C. Foote and E. D. Ransom, drug¬ 
gists; Antis & Medell, proprietors of the Belvi- 
dere Mills, formerly the Big Thunder; Geo. W. 
Murch, gents’ clothing; Hattie Pickard, milli¬ 
nery. 

Fourth of July, 1878, was celebrated on the 
river bank near Doty’s Hotel. F. W. Palmer of 
Chicago, was the speaker. Union Comers (now 
Blaine) also celebrated the Fourth, among those 
taking part in the program being Elijah Bow¬ 
man, Geo. Bowman, and J. W. Scott 

One of the most severe thunder storms in Bel- 
videre took place July 11, 1878. It was esti¬ 
mated that almost six inches of water fell. The 
spire of the South Baptist Church was struck 
by lightning and all the water courses' over¬ 
flowed their banks and did considerable damage 
along the bottom lands. 

Dr. and Mrs. D. E. Foote celebrated their 
silver wedding July 19, 1S78, about 200 guests 
being present. 

Theophilus Rix died in Belvidere July 16, 
1878, aged 99 years, being one of the oldest who 
ever lived in the county. 

Geo. Lobstein raised a large crop of black¬ 
berries in 1878. 

The work on the new record building was com¬ 
menced in September. 

John Yourt, of Yourt, Lawrence & Company, 
bankers, died October, 1877, aged 66. He had 
been a resident of Belvidere about twenty-five 
years. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Sawyer, aged 85, received a 
pension as late as 1878 as widow of one of the 
soldiers in the war of 1812. • 

The street across the public square was opened 
and fenced in November. 

The Montanye House at Caledonia was sold 
in December, 1878, to Mr. K. Chamberlain of 
Chicago. 

v December 4, 1878, ice on the Kishwaukee 
about five inches thick. 


In 1861 pork sold for .$2.50 per 100. 

In 1S62 pork sold for $12.00 per 100. ’ 

The winter of 1842-43 was one of the coldest 
known in this region. Much snow fell and Frink 
& Walker ran their stage on runners from Ga¬ 
lena to Chicago until nearly the middle of April. 
Seeding was not commenced until the last of 
April or the first of May.' Feed became scarce 
and large numbers of stock perished from want 
and exposure. 

Eighteen Hundred Seventy-Nine. 

At a special election January 21, 1S79, Wales 
W. Wood was elected state’s attorney. 

Garden Prairie Library' Association was, or¬ 
ganized January 31, 1S79, with O. S. Nichols as 
president; Henry Porter, treasurer; A. C. Fas- 
sett, secretary, and D. S. Randall, librarian. 

The winter of ’43-’44 there was very little 
snow. During the ’40s the products sent to Chi¬ 
cago had to be hauled by team and tbe trip con¬ 
sumed from four to six days. Wheat was the 
principal load, with occasionally dressed hogs 
in wintec, but most of the pork and beef was 
driven to market on foot. Forty bushels of wheat 
or about 2,400 pounds, was an average load. 
Corn or oats was never shipped as the price was 
too small. 

In March, 1879, Belvidere went no license. 

The ice broke up in the river March 8, 1879, 
taking a piece of the Baltic mill dam with it. 

David Daniels came from Franklin County, 
O., to Le Roy Township in 1842. He was justice 
of the peace for eighteen years and mov’ed to 
Graham County, Kan., in 1S79. — 

A wolf hunt was held on the Joseph Murphy's' 
farm on the Beaver April 30, 1S79, and while 
the old wolf escaped, six young ones were found 
in a den on the farm and killed. 

During 1879 the government issued some $10.00 
certificates. They were sold by the postmaster 
and drew interest at 4 per cent, only $100 worth 
being sold to any one person. They were ea¬ 
gerly bought up by the people, more being called 
for than could be furnished. 
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The Board of Trustees prohibited cattle run¬ 
ning at large in the public highway in the cor¬ 
poration limits after July 1, 1870. 

Fourth of July, 1879, was celebrated in Doty's 
pasture. O. H. Wright was the orator and Gen¬ 
eral Hurlbut president of the day. In the even¬ 
ing there were fireworks and some damage was 
done by teams running away. 

The State Street bridge was re-planked in 

1879. 

Jacob T. Saxton died in Washington, D. C., 
July 24, 1879, aged 70. He was a resident of 
Boone County, 1S40 to 1851. 

The bridge across the Beaver near the Abbe 
farm was rebuilt in 1879 by M. B. Hersey. 

Hark Ramsey sold his house on East State 
Street to his brother, John, and removed to the 
Walker house in September, 1879. 

John W. Lawrie removed to Union, McHenry 
County, and engaged in farming. 

Rev. T. C. Easton, of the Presbyterian Church, 
resigned in October, to accept a call in Erie, Pa. 
Twenty-seven applications were received to take 
his place. 

The Baltic mills were sold by J. B. Martyn to 
O. Johnston, of Oquawka, Ill., October, 1S79. 

M. J. Leonard experimented with making 
sugar and syrup. 

In November Daniel Wilcox was elected county 
treasurer and Chas. S. Moss, county surveyor. 

Eighteen Hundred Eighty. 

The ice went out in the Kishwaukee January 
2, 1880. 

Loretus Kelley was awarded the contract for 
keeping the poor for three years from February, 

1880. 

Poplar Grove, 1880. Dr. Briggs purchased the 
drug store of J. W. Warren. Mr. Cassidy was 
principal of the public school, assisted by Miss 
Briggs. 

Dr. and Mrs. Ephraim Smedley celebrated 
their fiftieth wedding anniversary in February, 
1880. 


At the corporation election in March, the li¬ 
cense ticket was elected. It seems to have been 
the custom for about twenty years before that 
to alternate pretty regularly each year, between 
license and no license. 

In 18S0, L. King ran a daily stage to Cale¬ 
donia. 

Mrs. Louisa Rollins, wife of John Q. A. Rol¬ 
lins, died March 7, 1S80, in Colorado. She was 
bom in South Hadley, Mass., October 15, 1812, 
and in 1S35 removed with her two sisters to 
Northern Illinois, where she married Mr. Rollins 
in 1S3C and removed to Colorado in 1868. 

General Grant passed through Belvidere in 
April, 1S80, making a short speech to the citizens 
from the depot platform. 

The wolves were very destructive in the north¬ 
ern part of the county in 1880. Many of the 
fanners lost sheep. 

General Allen C. Fuller was married June 
15, 1SS0, to Mrs. M. E. Willey, member of a 
prominent family in St. Paul, Minn. 

July 4, 1880, was celebrated, as usual, In 
Doty’s pasture, General Hurlbut being the orator 
of the day. A cannon, which prematurely ex¬ 
ploded in the morning, seriously injured several 
young men. 

The U. S. census shows the population of Bel¬ 
videre as follows: First ward, 1,659. Second 
ward, 1,325. Outside, 991. Total, 3,975. 

In March, 1837, about the only houses between 
Genoa and Belvidere were those of Shattuck and 
John Handy. 

The winter of 1S42-3 did not commence until 
November 6th. There was much snow that win¬ 
ter, but little ice. A great many deer were 
killed. It was well into April before the snow 
left and the spring work on the farms did not 
commence until about May 1st. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harlyn Shattuck celebrated their 
fiftieth marriage anniversary July 31, 1880, with 
one of the largest social gatherings that ever 
took place In Spring Township. In the evening 
the Belvidere Brass Band came down and a 
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large number of guests made merry In honor of 
these very early settlers. 

Frederic S. Sheldon died at Waverly, la., July 
30, 1880, aged about 90 years. He came to Belvi- 
dere in 1836 and located shortly afterward on 
a farm on the Beaver near the Abbe farm. 

John Plane commenced in the hardware busi¬ 
ness in Bockford at a very early date and re¬ 
moved his business in 1S44 to Belvidere. 

Frederic W. Crosby died in 1816, leaving three 
sons and one daughter. ^ 

General John A. Logan spoke in Belvidere on 
the court house square to an audience of more 
than 2,000 people. 

The old Academy building, which had been 
converted into a barn by H. C. DeMunn, was 
burned in October, 1880. 

The presidential election oflSSO:, For Gar¬ 
field electors, 2,038; Hancock, 351; Weaver, 
Greenback, 84. Omar H. Wright was elected 
state representative; Reuben W. Coon, state’s 
attorney; James W. Sawyer, circuit clerk; Al¬ 
bert T. Ames, sheriff, and Frank S. Whitman, 
coroner. 


November 30, 1880, ice on the Kisliwaukee 
eight to ten inches thick. 

The Belvidere Histrionic Society presented 
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” Three performances to 
large audiences were given. Several of the well 
known people took part. 


Eighteen Hundred Eighty-One. 

Cephas Gardner died in Belvidere, January 25, 
1881, aged 80 years. He was born in Vermont 
and at the age of 18 removed to Lower Canada. 
In 1834- he married Pamelia Bodwell. by whom 
he had four daughters. His wife died in 1866. 
Mr. Gardner removed to Belvidere in 1836, and 
was prominently identified with the interests of 
the town. He was county treasurer and was 
surveyor for many years. He was buried with 
Masonic ritual. 

James B. Martyn died January 29, 1881, aged 
79. Mr. Martyn was born in England and came 


to Rockford at an early date. He removed to 
Belvidere about 1S54, and owned and ran the 
Baltic Mills for some time. 

A heavy snow storm took place the first of 
March, 1SS1. For five days, from Wednesday 
evening to Monday morning, no trains could get 
through. Drifts as deep as ten to fifteen feet 
were formed in some places in the cuts. 

The population of Boone County according to 
the United States census has been as follows: 
1840, 1,705; 1850, 7,624; I860, 11,678; 1S70, 12,- 
942; 1SS0, 11,527; 1890, 12,203; 1900, 15,791. 

The spring of 1881 was remarkably backward. 
In the middle of April there was still snow on 
the ground, of considerable depth. The snow 
melted very shortly afterward and caused a flood 
in the river. The paper stated that the freshet 
in the Kishwaukee deposited a large amount of 
sand in the pastures down Mechanics Street, 
making Mart Bowley’s pasture look like a sand 
bank in many places. 

General Hurlbut was appointed United States 
minister to Peru in May, 1881. 

In the city election, May, 1S81, the license 
ticket was successful, all six aldermen and the 
mayor being elected. 

Ebenezer Peck was born at Portland, Me., In 
1805 and died in Chicago in 1881. He studied 
law in Canada and practiced in Montreal. He 
came to Chicago in 1835 and became one' of the 
most prominent citizens. It is said that Judge 
Peck suggested the name of “Belvidere” for the 
little hamlet. 

The following soldiers of the wars before ’61 
are buried in Belvidere cemetery: 

Revolutionary War: Timothy Lewis; Mexican 
War; Edw. S. Loop; War of 1812; Daniel Brooks, 
Ira Gould, J. B. Lanning, Seymour Gookins, Mar¬ 
tin Murch, Peter Powell, Joseph Owen, Daniel 
Ransom and Abel Tanner. 

Francis King was appointed city marshal by. 
Mayor Swail in 1881. 

The report for the year 1881 was 441 pupils 
enrolled In the South Side Belvidere schools. 
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September, 1881, E. E. Brown was principal of 
the high school and the teachers were Ida Fry, 
F, A. Houghton, Nellie B. Gray, Genie King, 
Mary Coleson, Cora Ames, and Eva Smedley. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Roberts celebrated their 
twenty-fifth anniversary September 17, 18S1. Mr. 
Roberts was for many years publisher of the 
“Standard.” 

In September, 18S1, a murder trial was held 
in Boone County and the defendant was con¬ 
victed of poisoning the deceased, a Garden 
Prairie man. with strychnine, and was sen¬ 
tenced to imprisonment for life. State's Attor¬ 
ney Coon was prosecutor, assisted by A. B. Coon 
and Charles E. Fuller. Col. D. W. Munn of 
Chicago appeared for the defense. Judge Kel- 
lum presided. 

In 1S81 Fred King was agent for the North¬ 
western Railroad Co., and C. B. Loop was post¬ 
master. 

On December 5, 1S81, burglars entered the 
postoffice, blew up the safe with powder and se¬ 
cured 8400.00 in money and $900.00 in stamps. 
A little later the stores of D. C. Cowan and Ly¬ 
man Bros., at Poplar Grove, were also burglar- 

A masquerade party was given by the young 
ladies at the court house, December 26, 1881. 
About 200 were present and many of the most 
prominent ladies in Belvidere attended in cos¬ 
tume, and a large number as spectators.' 

/ Eighteen Hundred Eighty-Two. 

January 19, 1882, a large number of friends 
surprised Mrs. J. K. Towner on her eighty-fourth 
birthday. Mrs. Towner, who came here with her 
husband in 1835, related her experience with the 
drunken Indian and incidentally stated that 
there were about 300 savages inhabiting tbis re¬ 
gion at that time. 

A letter written in 1SS2, describing Belvidere, 
mentions among other things as follows: It has 
13 churches, 4,000 inhabitants, two banks, three 
newspapers are published, there are three hotels, 
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four photograph galleries, more than fifty stores, 
and three cheese factories. 

Mr. and Mrs. M. C. Bentley celebrated their 
golden wedding at the residence of H. J. Sher¬ 
rill February 7, 18S2. Mr. and Mrs. Bentley 
came here about 1844. One of the- daughters 
became Mrs. II. J. Sherrill and another became 
Mrs. A. O. Witbeek. 

In February, 1SS2, the city was divided into 
four wards. First ward, being all that part 
south of the Kisliwaukee and west of State 
Street. The second ward that part north of the 
Kisliwaukee and west of State Street. The third 
ward that ■ part south of the ICiskwaukee and 
east of State and the fourth ward that part 
north of the Kisliwaukee and east of State. 

Mrs. Alfred Shattuck died February 14, 1SS2, 
in Sliattuck’s Grove, aged 93 years. She was 
born in Litchfield, Conn., and moved to Oneida 
County, X. Y. She married Mr. Shattuck in 
1813 and in ISIS they moved to Geauga County, 
O., where they remained until 1S34, when they 
came to wliat is now DuPage County. In Feb¬ 
ruary, 1S3G, they came to what has since been 
called after the family, Shattuck’s Grove. 

Thomas W. Porter died February 22,1SS2. He 
was born in England, December 13, 1S03. In 
1S25, be married Charlotte Lane and they had 
nine children, who have been prominent in the 
settlement of our county. Mr. Porter settled in 
Garden Prairie in September, 183S. 

Ralph Gowitli died February 23,.- ISS2, .aged 
90 years. He was born in England'and'after¬ 
wards lived ten years in Canada, coming to Illi¬ 
nois in 1839 and being one of our early citizens. 

General Hurlbut died suddenly in Lima, Peru, 
March 28, 1882. • The burial of General Hurlbut 
was one of the most impressive occasions ever 
held in Belvidere. At least 10,000 people were 
assembled together and the principal places of 
business, public buildings, and many private resi¬ 
dences were draped with mourning. Many people 
came from all over the northern part of the state. 
A large number of Knights Templar and other 




HISTORY OF BOONE COUNTY 


Masons, Grand Army men, and military compan¬ 
ies took part in the procession. Rev. Dr. Kerr 
of Rockford made the address and several other 
speakers paid their tribute to the dead soldier 
and statesman. General Hurlbut was buried in 
the Belvidere cemetery. 

Some of the persons who burglarized the Bel¬ 
videre postoffice were captured, and tried in the 
United States Court in Chicago. Several of 
them pleaded guilty. 

A tornado took place June 24, 18S2, and much 
damage was done, particularly in Spring Town¬ 
ship. Mr. Cooper's house was destroyed and 
several barns were blown down. Chas. Bennett’s 
new barn and several other buildings in Flora 
were also injured. 

Elijah Bowman died July 9. 18S2, aged 75 
years. I-Ie was born in Lawrence County, Penn., 
and married Hannah Emory in 1831. They came 
to Dixon in 1837 and moved to Round Prairie in 
this county in 1840. He was an active member 
of the M. E. Church. 

The Baltic Mill Dam was planked on top in 
the fall of 1882, thus making it less liable to 
be injured by the floods. 

In 1882 M. J. Leonard and Company were 
turning out about 400 gallons of syrup per day. 

John Greenlee, Sr., died December 30, 1882. 
He was born August 1C, 1791, in Argyleshire, 
Scotland. -In 1S36 he settled in this county as 
the pioneer of what has since become the “Scotch 
Settlement” in Caledonia. He was prominently 
connected with the building of the Willow 
Creek Church. His wife died about 1804. They 
had eight children. The Greenlee family has 
been prominent for many years both in the Scotch 
Settlement and in Belvidere. . 

Eighteen Hunoreo Eighty-Three. 

January 23,1883, several buildings, near what 
was called Waldock Corners in Belvidere, burned 
down.. 

January 21 and 22, 1883, was very cold, the 
mercury dropping several degrees below zero. 


This day reminded some of the older settlers of 
the New Year’s Day in 1SC3, which was also 
very cold. 

The 84th birthday anniversary of Oliver Hale 
was celebrated the last of January, 18S3, at his 
home, about four miles north of the city. Mr. 
Hale was one of the earliest citizens. 

Henry^fiC Avery, Sr., died March 5,1883, aged 
87 years. 

In 1SS3 a correspondent to the “Standard” 
stated that the ice on the Kishwaukee River 
broke up on an average about March 6th. It was 
also stated that the spring of 1843 there was 
good sleighing until at least April 6th. The spring 
of 1837 the ice broke up about March 15th. The 
spring of 1838 opened early in March and work 
was commenced on the farms for a few days 
but was delayed by wet, cold weather until 
April. 

Among the advertisements: Sabin & Sykes, 
dry goods; Rhinehart & Ilovey, clothing; E. D. 
Ransom, drug store. 

Major John J. Brady died March 27, 1883, 
aged 65. He was a native of Ireland and for 
many years was a soldier in this country. For 
a short time he published a newspaper called the 
“Belvidere National.” He was a man of con¬ 
siderable intellect and positive character. 

At the city election held in April, 1883, W. D. 
Swail was elected mayor for the third term; A. 
E. Jenner was elected city clerk; Wales W.. 
Wobd, city attorney, and John C. Foote,' city 
treasurer. The vote was for high license. 

Cornelius DuBois died in May, 1SS3. He was 
born in Franklin, N. Y., in 1813, and came to 
Belvidere about 1836. 

The proposition to erect a city hall building 
on the flats commenced to be agitated in May, 
1883, and it was decided to build on the flats on 
a lot donated by Samuel Longcor. Mr. G- W. 
Murch also offered to donate a lot on the east side 
of State Street at the comer of Meadow, but 
the Longcor property carried by one majority. 
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The cost of the building was not to exceed 
$7,500. 

In 1883 the library had 2,388 volumes. 

The Fourth of July was a very .quiet one. No 
fire works were permitted, as an ordinance pro¬ 
hibited them under a fine of from $2.00 to $15.00. 
At Poplar Grove there was considerable of a 
celebration, which closed in the evening by fire 
works in front of Woodward’s Hotel. 

Andrew F. Moss, one of the early settlers, died 
in July, 1883, aged 66. ' 

James* S. Waterman, of Sycamore, died in 
July, 1883. He was one of the first settlers in 
Newburgh, and afterwards removed to Sycamore 
and became president of a bank and the railroad. 
He was a man of considerable property and 
ability. 

Heavy frost took place September 8-9, 1883, 
and badly injured the com crop. 

At the County Fair in 1883 Governor Hamilton 
of Illinois made an address. 

In October, 1883, General Allen C. Fuller of¬ 
fered to the city $5,000 to be expended for books 
for a free public library, to be known as the 
"Ida Public Library,” in memory of Mr. Ful¬ 
ler’s daughter, Mrs. Ida C. Hovey, who had de¬ 
parted this life at Bayfield, Wis. The offer was 
accepted by the city and the present library es¬ 
tablished. 

Among the survivors of the War of 1S12, or 
their widows, living in Belvidere, 1S83: Sarah 
Coggeshall, Sally Moore, Dyer Pierce and Enos 
Tompkins. 

Simmons Terwillerger died October 27, 1883, 
aged 64. He was born in New York State in 
1820, studied medicine and came to Belvidere 
in 1849. He was in the rug, hardware and fur¬ 
niture business and built the North Side Cheese 
Factory, the first one built in Boone County, 
which he ran for several years. 

A craze for roller skating struck Belvidere 
from 1883 to 1884, and among other events a 
masquerade was held at Union Hall Kink at 
which a large number of young people-were pres¬ 


ent, among whose names we recognize many 
who have taken prominent part in our social and 
business life. 

Eighteen Hundred Eighty-Four. 

Among the many aged citizens of Belvidere in 
1884 were the following: Mrs. Sarah Holmes, 
96; Uriah Hill, 94; Dyer Pierce, 91; Enos Tomp¬ 
kins, 89; George Gilson, 88; S. P. Doty, 87; 
Mrs. Polly Mordoff, 87; Mrs. J. K. Towner, 86; 
Mrs. Sawyer, 86; Sidney Avery, 84; Chas. S. 
Whitman, 84; Phoebe Pierce, S3; Mrs. Candace 
Fuller, S2; Marcus Lindsley, 82; W. Sunder¬ 
land, 81; Samuel Swazey, 80; M. C. Bentley, 80; 
Thos. Gilson, SO; George Dean, 80; James Wil¬ 
liams, 80; Richard Barnes, SO; W, D. Upde- 
gratt, 80; F. B. Bement, 80. 

Those living in 1884 who came the first three 
years were as follows: . 1835—S. P. Doty, Mrs. 
J. K. Towner and George Gilson. 1S36—Edward 
Moss and George Campbell. 1S37—Chas. S. 
Whitman, H. C. Walker, M. S. Molony, Mrs. W. 
H. Gilman, Asa Moss and Patrick Gorman. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Sands celebrated their 
fortieth wedding anniversary in January, 1884. 

Beaver Quarry stone was estimated at 8 tons 
to the cord and South Prairie stone was esti¬ 
mated at 7 tons to the cord. 

In the early days when teaming was done be¬ 
tween Belvidere and Chicago, forty bushels of 
wheat, weighing 2,400, was considered a fair load 
for a team, but some would take from forty to 
sixty bushels when the roads were good. 

Milton E. Keeler died January 29, 1884, aged 
50. He was born in Cortland County, N. Y., 
1S33, and came to Belvidere in iS50. He was 
elected county clerk in 1878 and reelected with¬ 
out opposition in 1882, dying in office. He 
served in the Civil War as lieutenant in the 
95th Illinois. After the war he built and ran 
a cheese factory at Garden Prairie. 

Time of starting the plow from 1857 to 1SS0: 
1857, April 21; 1858, March 22; 1859, March 17; 
1860, March 7; 1861, March 28; 1862, April 5; 





HISTORY OF BOONE COUNTY 


810 

1803, March 27; 1801, March 23,; 1805, March 
23; 1SGG, April 6; 1S67, April 9; 1S68, March 
14; 1869, March 30; 1870, .no record; 1871, 
March 6; 1872, April 6; 1873, no record; 1874, 
March 17; 1S75, April 5; 1876, April 8; 1877, 
April 6; 1878, every month; 1879, March 1; 1880, 
March 18. 

Charles M. Keeler, son of M. E., was elected 
to fill the vacancy.as county clerk. 

Martin Y. Gilbert died April 2, 1SS4, aged 66. 
He was born in Chenango County, N. Y., about 
1818. His father, David X. Gilbert, with his 
wife and eight children (including Martin), set¬ 
tled in Caledonia about 1840. Mr. Gilbert held 
the confidence of the people and was elected sur¬ 
veyor for seventeen years and justice of the 
'peace for thirty-five years. 

Paul Soboleski, an exiled Polish patriot, died 
in May, 1S84, in Chicago. He was born in 1S10, 
and was a man of very liberal education, speak¬ 
ing some seven different languages. He was a 
farmer near Belvidere for eighteen years, after 
being driven from his native home. He took part 
in the revolution of 1S30 in Toland. Iu 1SS1, 
he published a book on “Poets and Poetry of 
Poland.” 

The corner stone of the new city hall was laid 
Thursday, July 10, 1SS4. The building com¬ 
mittee consisted of Dr. F. S. Whitman, John 
Greenlee, J. S. Terwilliger and William D. Swail. 

James W. Sawyer, clerk of the circuit court, 
died August 11, 1834. He was born in-November, 
1835, and came to Cook County in 1S36, and to 
Belvidere in 1S70, where he engaged in the 
lumber business. He married Miss Ruie Fisher 
in 1866. He served in the Civil War in the 
1st Wisconsin Battery and was elected circuit 
clerk in 1876 and again in 1SS0. 

In- the presidential campaign of 18S4 much en¬ 
thusiasm was aroused for Blaine and Logan and 
a large marching club was formed in Belvidere, 
with torches and uniforms, as was done in many 
parts of the country. 

Nattis Rollins died August 12, 1SS4, at Le 


Roy, aged 86. He was born iu Pennsylvania and 
came to Le Roy from Ohio in 1S4S. He left 
seven children. 

In September, 1SS4, George Panton was found 
guilty of the murder of William Smith. The 
crime was committed by shooting during a quar¬ 
rel over the tenancy of some property. Judge 
Upton presided and Messrs. Fuller and Crosby 
appeared for the defense. This murder was com¬ 
mitted iu Elgin and the trial was taken to this 
county by change of venue. 

Mrs. Minerva Loop, widow of Henry Loop, 
died September 20, 1SS4. She was bom at 
Sharon, Conn., May 7, 1S01, and was married to 
Mr. Loop in 1S23. They moved to Belvidere in 
1S3S. 

A republican rally was held on October 3, 
18S4, both afternoon and evening. The torch 
light parade was the largest since that of the 
“Wide Awakes” iu 1SC0. The speaking was 
done at the court house square and a great many 
people were on the street. 

Enos Tompkins died October 15, 1SS4, aged 
90. 

At the presidential election in 1SS4 the repub¬ 
lican electors received COO votes. The democrats 
received 221, and the prohibitionists received 71. 
.Robert W. Wright was elected state’s attorney; 
A. C. Fassett, circuit clerk; A. J. Markley, cor¬ 
oner; C. S. Moss, county surveyor, and W. R. 
Dodge, county treasurer. 

The Hurl but Post of the G. A. R. gave a.fair 
in November, 1SS4, for the benefit of charity, .and,' 
about $1,500 was raised. 

Benjamin Bowman died November 14, 1884, at 
Blaine. He was born in Pennsylvania in 1810, 
and was married to Miss Francis Parks. They 
removed to Boone County by the way of Ohio 
in February, 1841, and settled on a farm in 
Le Roy, which he occupied until his death.' Five 
of his sous and a son-in-law enlisted in the 
cause of the Union during the Civil War and 
three of them died in the army. 

Sunday-evening, December 14,1884, the largest 
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fire up to that time in Belvidere history took 
place. It destroyed ten buildings, Including 
Parkhill Coal Yard and several warehouses. The 
loss was from $15,000 to $20,000. 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Longcor celebrated their 
golden wedding January 7, 1885. 

Eighteen Hundred Eighty-Five. 

The Ida Public Library was installed in Janu¬ 
ary, 1SS5, on the top floor of the new City Hall 
Building. 

In February, 1885, occurred a blizzard of con¬ 
siderable severity. 

A vote was taken as to transferring of the 
town library to the “Ida Public Library” and re¬ 
sulted in a tie. Another vote was taken March 
14, which resulted in favor of the transfer, 
whereupon the books of the library were turned 

Washington Z. Sears died near Garden Prairie 
March 11, 1SS5, aged 73. He was born in Bris¬ 
tol, N. Y., and came to this region in the early 
30’s with his widowed mother, six brothers and 
three sisters. A large number of the family 
have lived for many years in the vicinity of 
Garden Prairie. 

In March, 18S5, Mrs. M. G. Leonard resigned 
as president of the library association, which she 
had held twelve years, and Mrs. J. M. Glasner 
was elected president to serve until the new Ida 
Library was ready. 

Two hand fire engines and a hook and ladder 
apparatus were purchased in Chicago in the 
spring of 1885. 

The salary of city officers in 1SS5: Mayor, 
$5.00 per meeting, not to exceed $150.00 per year. 
Alderman, $1.00 per meeting, not to exceed $30.00 
per year. Clerk, $350.00 per year, for which he 
must furnish heat and light for council cham¬ 
ber at his office. Treasurer, $75.00 per year. At¬ 
torney, $100.00 per year. Marshal, $100.00 per 
year and fees. Police and watchmen, $540. 

F. S. Whitman was elected mayor in 1885, 
succeeding Wm. D. Swail, who had served since 
the organization of the city. 


The first board of directors of the Ida Public 
Library were appointed May 16, 1885, by Mayor 
Whitman, as follows:' Gen. A. C. Fuller, ex- 
Mayor W. D. Swail, Bev. H. C. Mabie, John C. 
Foote, Irving Terwilliger, Mrs. O. H. Wright, 
Mrs. Geo. H. Hurlbut, Miss Nellie G. Rice and 
Miss Matilda Mundy. During this month the by¬ 
laws of the library were drawn up and the 
books were being Installed. 

The two fire engines were tried May 18, 1885, 
at the bridge. With the ladders and other equip¬ 
ments they cost $025.00. 

Isaac T. Witbeek was born in Green County, 
N. Y., June 14, 1S10. He came to Chicago in 
1S54 and to Flora, Boone County, 1S58. He re¬ 
moved to Belvidere in 1864 and held several 
public offices. He died June 1, 1885, 

Frank King was appointed city marshal June 
1, 1885. 

The Ida Public Library was opened Saturday, 
July 25, 1885, with about 6,000 volumes, of which 
4,000 were new ones purchased with General 
Fuller’s donation, and 2,000 were those of the 
old library. Mayor Whitman gave the opening 
address, followed by Charles E. Fuller, and Gen¬ 
eral Fuller. Miss Nellie Rice told about the 
Belvidere Library, which was the forerunner of 
the Ida Library. Much credit is due the ladies 
of the early library for their work in starting 
the enterprise. 

Albert Stone died in Elgin in August, 1885. He 
was one of the earliest settlers on Bonus Prairie, 
and about 76 years old at the time <oif his death. 

Among the advertisements: D. D".'Sabin, dry 
goods; Rhinehart and Hovey, clothing; G*. W. 
Murch, clothing; M. G. Leonard and Co., coal; 
H. G. Walker and Co., dry goods; J.. M. Glas¬ 
ner, dry goods; Yaw’s Drug Store; .H. W. Allen, 
Crockery; Williams and Longcor, druggists. 

Simon P. Doty died October 31, 1S85, aged 88. 
The funeral was held at the Presbyterian Church 
and many old settlers were present. 

In 1885 the angular piece of- ground, known 
as the “Y," on the Beloit branch of the North 
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Side was considerably improved. A round house 
and tanks were built and several extra tracks. 

Oliver Hale was bom in Delaware County, N. 
Y., in 1799, and came to Boon Count}' in 
1836. He was one of the earliest settlers on 
Squaw Prairie and entered the farm, on which he 
died, from the government. It was afterwards 
occupied by his son. He married Susannah 
Bradt in 1826. Mr. Hale died January 1, 1886. 

In 1886 pastors of churches as follows: First 
Baptist, Rev. H. W JEteed; First Presbyterian, 
Rev. John H. W indsor; Second Baptist, Rev. C. 
E. Taylor; South M. E., Rev. S. H. Swartz; 
German Evangelical, Rev. Louis Keller; St. 
James Catholic Church, Rev. Patrick Maguire. 

The Beividere Anti-Horse Thief Association 
was organized September 6, 1879. Among its 
members were some of the best men in Boone 
County, and it did good work in protecting 
property. 

In 18S6, voluntary companies were formed to 
operate the Are engines purchased by the city. 
They were as follows: R. J. Tousloy, fire mar¬ 
shall; George H. Hurlbut, assistant; E. E. P. 
Truesdeli, secretary and treasurer. Engine No. 1, 
Wm. Dawson, foreman; Richard Lane, assistant, 
Hose Company No. 1, George Greenlee, foreman; 
Frank Tousley, assistant. Engine No. 2, Fred 
Wood, foreman; Henry Haywood, assistant. 
Hose Company No. 2, Robert Simpson, foreman; 
Ed Pepper, assistant. Hook and Ladder Truck, 
Wm. Marean, foreman. 

Odd Fellows Hall was dedicated in February, 
1886. It occupied the second story of the brick 
building on the corner of South State Street and 
Pleasant, then called Railroad Avenue, the lower 
part of which is now owned by F. W. Starr. Big 
Thunder Lodge was organized April 23, 1847, 
with five contributing members. 

George Patton was given a new trial for the 
killing of William Smith. The trial took place 
in March, 1886, and resulted in the verdict of 
guilty, fixing the penalty of hanging. 

In Capron the grain elevators were run at var¬ 


ious times by Robert Ridge, Wm. Andrus and 
John Lascelles. 

A very heavy rain storm took place in April, 
1886, some damage being done in Beividere, on 
the South Side by the inability of the railroad 
culvert to carry off the surplus water. 

The celebration of the 67th anniversary of 
the founding of Odd Fellowship in America was 
held April 26, 1886. A procession was- held in 
the afternoon, of which Sheriff A. T. Ames was 
marshal and a large number of Odd Fellows in 
line. 

On Saturday evening, Slay 22, 1886, occurred 
one of the most severe storms known in this 
region. Several barns in the country and some 
bouses in town were struck by lightning. 

The negotiations for the June Slanufacturing 
Company were started in the summer of 18S6. 

The teachers in the South Side schools-ln 
June, 1886, wepefas follows: J. G. Lucai; prin¬ 
cipal ; C. A. Longley, high school; Grace Crumb, 
grammar; Anna Dixon, No. 7; Lillie H. Nut¬ 
ting, No. 6; Hattie Witt, No. 5; Emma M< Coon, 
No. 4; Sirs. John lies, No. 3; Sirs. Breed, ..A De- 
Kalb County, No. 2; Carrie SIcCoy, No. 1. 

On Slonday, June 28, 1886, at 1 p. m., the first 
spadeful of dirt was removed from the flats on 
tbe east of South State Street for the June 
Slanufacturing Co. A side track was built from 
the “Y.” The buildings planned were as follows: 
Two of 150x40 feet, two stories high. One 
120x40 feet, two stories high, and engine house 
36x120, one story high, and some smaller build¬ 
ings. 

Patton’s punishment was commuted by the 
governor to life imprisonment in tbe penitentiary, 
and be was taken to Joliet by Sheriff Ames, 
in July, 18S6. 

The lumber office of Traver, Covey & Sands 
was burned early in the morning of July 5, 
18S6. This was one of the first fires in which 
the new engines were used. One of the engines 
was named the “Tornado.” 

Luther W. Lawrence was born in Chenango 
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County, N. Y., April 19, 1808, and died on Bonus 
Prairie, July 26, 1886, aged 7S years. Mr. Law¬ 
rence came to Boone County in 1836, among the 
earliest of the pioneers. He was elected judge 
of the county court in 1865, and held the office 
thereafter for a period of twelve years. He 
served three terms as representative in the Illi¬ 
nois legislature, was a member of the constitu¬ 
tional convention of 1862, and held the office of 
county superintendent of schools, supervisor, 
member of the agricultural board, and others in 
his own town. He was largely in .public life, 
and always acquitted himself faithfully and hon¬ 
orably. In his earlier days, also, he was an 
active preacher of the Baptist denomination, as 
well as a good farmer—a man of many gifts. 
He was a public speaker of rare powers, and was 
called for on any public occasion, and never 
failed to interest his audience. He was mar¬ 
ried in 1829 to Miss Elvira Chamberlain, of 
Cazenovia, N. Y. Six children were born to 
them. 

Sauer’s Atlas of Boone County was published 
in 18S6 and was a very creditable work. 

The North Side school teachers in 1886 were 
as follows: William H. Wood, principal; Lulu 
Bassett, high school; Clara Fox, 2nd grammar; 
Lena Hudson, 1st grammar; Flora Fellows, 2n<f* 
Intermediate; Grace Hollensbead, 1st intermedi¬ 
ate; Belle Tripp, 2nd primary; Libbie Whitman, 
1st primary; Robert Horan, janitor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jedediah Lincoln celebrated 
their golden wedding September 27, 1886, in the 
town of Flora, where’ they had resided since 
1839. 

Mr. and Mrs. D. A. Dennison celebrated their 
golden wedding in November, 1886. Mr. Denni¬ 
son was born in Groton, Conn., and his wife in 
Chenango County, N. Y. They came to Belvidere 
in 1861. 

George Gilson died October 26, 1886, aged 91. 
He was born on the Isle of Man and came to 
America in 1825. After living for a time in 
New York State, he came to Rockford in 1835, 


and in 1836 settled on a farm in Caledonia 
Township, where he lived until 1862, At that 
time he purchased a farm near Belvidere, where 
he lived for several years, when he removed to 
the city. 

Eiohteen Hundred Eighty-Seven. 

On Tuesday, February 8, 1887, the Kishwau- 
kee reached the highest point it had been since 
the great June flood of 1858. The water rose in 
the wheel pit of the sewing machine factory and 
stopped the works. The railroad bridge between 
Belvidere and Garden Prairie and the bridge 
across the Beaver between Belvidere and Cale¬ 
donia were damaged so as to be impassable. The 
new bridge across the Piscasaw and the wagon 
bridge near Big Thunder Mills were carried 
away and much damage was done to a great num¬ 
ber of small bridges. On Tuesday night there 
was a break in the dam and the water dropped 
four feet 

During 1887, the South Prairie Literary and 
Social Circle held meetings, which were attended 
with great Interest by a large number of mem¬ 
bers. 

At the city election, April 19, 1S87, Dr. F. S. 
Whitman was elected mayor. The city council 
was a tie on the license question. 

Mrs. Candace Fuller died June 13, 18S7, aged 
86 years. She was bom in Farmington, Conn. 
Her husband was Lucius Fuller, a merchant in 
Belvidere,' who came in 1847, and who was also 
postmaster. for a time. Mrs. Fuller was the 
mother of Gen. A. C. Fuller. 

Mrs. Sarah II. Holmes, supposed to be the old¬ 
est person in Boone County, died June 14, 1887, 
aged 100 years, less ten days. 

George Dean was bom in Ireland in 1803, came 
to Boone County in 1844 and engaged in farm¬ 
ing. He died June 30, 1887, aged 83. 

Dr. Whitman, having resigned as mayor on 
account of ill health, a special election was held 
August 30, 18S7, and George H. Hurlbut was 
elected mayor by a small majority. 
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Otis Coleman’s Cannery burned September 27, 
18S7, with a loss of about $3,000. 

Edward Ballard died in Belvidere, November 
29, 1887, aged 5G. Mr. Ballard came to Belvi¬ 
dere about 1851 and soon after commenced run¬ 
ning the saw mill at Newburgh, which he oper¬ 
ated until his death. 

Mrs. John K. Towner died in -Belvidere, De¬ 
cember 14, 1887, aged almost ninety years. Mrs. 
Towner came with her husband and six children 
to Belvidere from Avoca, Steuben County, N. T„ 
in 1835, and she was the first white woman set¬ 
tler in Boone County. 


Eighteen Hundbed E ichtv-Ei ght. 

Among the eider people in 188s"^tose age 
reached SO years or above were as follows: 
Mrs. Watson, mother of Mrs. George B. Ames;' 
Mr. John Baxter, of Spring; Mr. and Mrs. Joel 
Davis, Spring; Jedediah Lincoln, Flora; Samuel 
S. Graves, Bonus; Mrs. Alice Baker, Belvidere; 
Mr. Ray, south of Belvidere; Mr. J. I. Spencer, 
EJora, S3, been married 59 years; Mrs. Elvira’ 
Hurd, Belvidere, S7; Mary Lindsay, Spring, S4. 

Densley Xvezar came to Belvidere in 1S36 from 
Massachusetts. He came by the stage to Al- 
bany, then by railroad to Utica, then by canal 
to Buffalo, and by stage across Michigan, to 
Chicago. From Chicago to Belvidere he came 
by teams. The whole expense of the trip was 
$75.00, and it took several weeks. 

John Stephenson was born in Cumberland 
County, England, September 16, 1818, and died 
in Boone County, January 31, 1SSS, aged 70. 
He settled in this county in 1847. From 1850 
to 1856, he was in California and then came back 
to Boone County and settled on a farm north of . 
Belvidere, which was his homestead to the time 
•of his death. On this farm was a large stone 
•quarry which Mr, Stephenson worked for many 
years. His first wife was Elizabeth Tyson, who 
died shortly after they reached this country. He 
then married Martha Bilford and she and four 
•children survived him. 


He J 1 R ° Wan ^ Feb —r 1888. 

He was bom in Batavia, March 2, i S26 , and 

,i “m h 1Vid6re fr °“ DeKalb C ° Unty ia I860. 

n th rr Se familles in Boone C °™ty are 

n- the following: Seth S. Fox, of Spring, had more 

thaD t "' eh ’ e CMdren - ^a Moss had six sons 
and seven daughters, all of whom married and 
e- had children of their own before any of the 
s. thirteen died; James Sellard, Sr., of Spring, had 
m eleven daughters and three sons. 

Helena Hersey died February 19, 1SS8, aged 
t- 56. She was the wife of M. B. Hersev, her 
ma.den name being Cochran. She was born in 
Maine and came to Belvidere with, her parents 
m 1844, located in Flora. Mr. and Mrs. Hersey 
8 W6re “ arried in 1S50 and located at Graves’ /; 
: Corners, where they lived 'for nineteen years 
; when they moved to Belvidere. 

I Sidney Avery was born in 
I March 23, 1800. '-In early manhood he re- 
: moved to Central New York, where he married 
Mary, daughter of Deacon David Dickey, Sep¬ 
tember 4, 1S23. They moved to Boone County 
in spring of 1S45, where they conducted a farm 
until the yater years of their life, when they 
moved to Belvidere. D. D. Sabin, of Belvidere, 
married one of Mr. Avery’s daughters. Mr. 
Avery was an elder in the Presbyterian Church 
for forty-two years. Mrs. Avery followed her 
husband to the better land twelve days after 
his death. She was born in Edmeston, N. Y. Oc¬ 
tober 20, 1S06. 

The election was a tie, resulting in two aider- 
men for license and two for no license. 

In 1SSS the seventeen year locusts made their 
appearance. 

■ The cornerstone of the new St James Catholic 
Church was laid July 22, 1SSS, in the pres¬ 
ence of about 2,000 people. The pastor at this 
time was Rev. Patrick Maguire. His assistant 
was Rev. Ray I. Carr. The church was of stone 
and brick and estimated to cost $15,000. 

The first Sunday school in Boone County was 
organized in June, 183S, in the log cabin of Geo. 
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W. Campbell, about one mile north of Newburgh. 
Mrs. Electa Campbell was the first superintend¬ 
ent and Mrs. Mary Gleason was one of the first 
teachers. On pleasant days the school was held 
under an oat tree near the cabin. In 1846 a 
school house was erected in that vicinity and the 
Sunday school met there, Deacon McEwen being 
the superintendent for twenty years. Among the 
early pupils were Miss Juliet Gleason and Airs. 
Ann Teeple. Airs. F. S. DuBois is a ( grand¬ 
daughter of Airs. Alary Gleason. 

The “Little Tycoon,” a comic opera, was given 
several times in October, 1S88, at Union Hall, 
and several of the prominent young people took 
part. 

A Republican.rally was held in Belvidere, Oc¬ 
tober 30, 1888. The afternoon meeting was held 
in Ames’ Park and presided over by Gen. 
Fuller, several prominent out-of-town speakers 
addressing the audience. In the evening, one of 
the largest processions ever held in Belvidere 
took place, being nearly a mile long,'men march¬ 
ing five or six abreast. Fireworks and illumina¬ 
tion were general in the evening. 

Jedediah Lincoln was born in Cornwall, Conn., 
October 2S, 1S05, and died in Flora Township, 
October 26, 1S88. The first wife was Alary Bel- 
den, who died in 1834, and in 1836 he married 
Alary Nichols, who survived him. They moved 
to Belvidere in 1839 and settled in Flora Town¬ 
ship, where he resided for many years. 

Asa AIoss was born in Washington County, 
N. AT., December 18, ISIS. He came west with 
his parents in the winter of 1837. They arrived 
the last of February or the first of Alarch, coming 
all the way with a team. He married Alvira 
Stewart, September 24, 1844. 

In November, 18SS, A—C. Fa ssett. was elected 
circuit clerk, and R. W. Wrigh t, state’s attor¬ 
ney; R. W. Alclnnes, coroner, and C. S. AIoss, 
county surveyor. Charles E. Fuller was elected 
state senator In the district. During the Har- 


Patten was captain. They closed the campaign 
with a banquet at the Julien House, attended 
by a large number of the promient citizens. 

The German Evangelical Church was dedi¬ 
cated Saturday, November 17, 1888- Rev. V. 
Forkel of Freeport, who had charge of the build¬ 
ing of the old church about twenty years before 
preached one of the dedicatory sermons, and 
Bishop Dubs was also present. Rev. J. Alber 
was then the pastor. 

In November, 188S, the city council resolved 
on boring an artesian well. In December, 1888, i 
a contract was made with a Alilwaukee firm to j 
bore the well. J 

In 1888, the ice froze thick enough for skat- 
'ing about the middle of December. 

The South Baptist Church was redecorated In 
the winter of 1888 to 1889. In the meantime the 
congregation met at Adelphl Hall. 

Eighteen Hundred Eighty-Nine. 

Court Clair, No. 183, Independent Order of 
Foresters, was organized in Belvidere, February 
4, 1889, with 27 charter members. 

Dr. J. B. Jones came to Belvidere in 1847, and 
resided here until after the close of the war, 
when he went to California and then settled in 
Rockford. 1-Ie practiced medicine for a time but \ 


farming. He died in February, 1889, aged 72. 

Henry AI. Bush was principal of the North 
Side High School just previous to the war. He 
joined the army and became captain of Company 
G/ in the Ninety-fifth Illinois. At the close of 
the war he settled in Alontgomery, Ala., where 
he became prominent in business and social lines 
.and died February 17, 1889. 

The 50th anniversary of the Presbyterian 
Church was held in Alarch, 1889, occupying three 
days aqd many interesting addresses and histori¬ 
cal papers being given, the substance of the his¬ 
torical papers being mentioned elsewhere. / 


rison presidential ^campaign the June Factory 
Alarching Club took a prominent part. They 
t // 


The Cox Bros, bought A. O. Williams’ interest 
in the Big Thunder AI111 in April, 1S89. 








816 


HISTORY OF BOONE COUNTY 


The city election was held April 16, 1889, and 
John Hannah was elected mayor, A. E. Jenner 
city clerk, and W. C. DeWolf city attorney. 

Water was struck in the artesian well about 
the middle of April, 1889, at the depth of about 
1,400 feet 

The Centennial of Washington’s inauguration 
as president was celebrated, April 30, 1889, by 
the ringing of bells in the morning, religious serv¬ 
ices in the churches, and exercises in the schools 
in the afternoon. 

A severe hail storm took place May 8, 18S9. 
Some drifts of hail four or five inches deep were 
to be seen. Several lights were broken in Pep- 
per’s and Coleman’s g reenhous es, but the crops 
were not far enough along to be much damaged. 

Joseph Goodrich died June 6, 1S89. He wag 
bom in' Somerset County,' Me., February 6, 
1813. He came to Ohio in 1835, where be taught 
school until 1839. He came to Illinois in 1839 
and the same year went to Alabama and en¬ 
gaged in the cotton business. In 1S57, he and 
l Mrs. Goodrich, formerly Mrs. Harriet Ticknor, 
\ came to Belvidere and for many years they were 
prominent in the affairs in the city. 

/ Mrs. Goodrich’s daughter became Mrs. Leon- 
/ ard Longcor and was the mother of Willard T. 

I Longcor and Harriet L. Covey, wife of Repre- 
\ sentative Frank R. Covey. 


f\ 


The Young Men’s Christian Association occu¬ 
pied rooms on Buchanan Street for a time, com¬ 
mencing in July, 1889. 

The Truesdell bridge was built about 1S67. 
It was twenty feet wide and 240 feet long, cost¬ 
ing about $15,000. This was for many years 
the bridge' for State Street. No piers were 
built at first, the bridge resting on two rows of 
piles, but on account of injury by the ice the 
first winter piers were put in. In the summer 
of 1889 it was decided that a new bridge was 
needed. 


A large Union Sunday School picnic was held 
on July 4, 1889, in Hick’s Grove. In the pro¬ 
cession was the Belvidere brass band, recently 


organized and two traction engines which were 
drawing a large number of wagons. Over 1,000 
people were present. 

The artesian well was completed in July, 1889. 
It was made by the Gray Bros., of Chicago and 
Milwaukee. 

Black Hawk Springs near Cherry Valley com¬ 
menced to be prominent about 1889. 

A considerable number of improvements were 
made to the North Baptist Church and the 
Presbyterian Church in the summer of 1889. 

Amzi Abbe died September 4, 1889, aged 83. 
He was bom in Berkshire County, Mass., and 
married Sybil Bates in 1829, by whom he had 
five children. His second wife was Mrs. Susan 
Collins. Mr. Abbe came to Boone County in 1S42 
and for many years was one of tbe prominent 
farmers in the Beaver neighborhood. 

During the year of 18S9, or thereabouts, some 
efforts were made to find pearls in the Kish- 
waukee clams, but no very fine ones were found, 
and the efforts did not result in enough success 
to warrant extended efforts. 

Tbe People's Bank started business in Octo-, 
ber, 18S9, with W. D. Swail as president, Dr. 
F. S. Whitman as vice president, and John 
Greenlee as cashier. 

The first Baptist Church re-opened after its 
alterations, November 20, 1889. 

Work commenced on- the new State Street 
bridge in November, 1889. 

The Brimmer Jones residence on the New¬ 
burgh farm, near Cherry Valley, was burned 
on Thanksgiving Day, 18S9, while the family 
was away, and practically all destroyed. 

A re-union of the South Belvidere School 
Alumni was held December 6, 18S9, in Adelphi 
Hall. J. G. Lucas was president, O. II. Wright 
gave a few incidents of his career as teacher in 
the old brick school about 33 years before. J. 
W. Gibson, then of Oregon, Ill., and a former 
principal of the South Belvidere school, also 
spoke and many others of the graduates took 
part. 
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The “Capron Banner” was published in 1S89 
and succeeded to the subscription list of the 
“Poplar Grove Star.” 

Eighteen Hundred Ninety. 

The Presbyterian Church resumed services in 
the church building in December, 1890. Many 
changes had been made, the old steps and pil¬ 
lars in front were taken down and a Gothic front 
put in, a new vestibule and stairway were added 
and number of memorial windows placed in the 
church. 

The Webster Club, a debating society in the 
North Belvidere High School, held meetings in 
1888 and for some time after. A number of 
the young people who have since become promi¬ 
nent took part in the debating. 

The Young Men’s Christian Association moved 
•to rooms in Alien's block in January, 1890. 

F. T. June, president of the June Manufac¬ 
turing Company, died February 1, 1890. He was 
born in Brandon, Vt., July 17, 1834. The fac- • 
•tory which Mr. June founded and its successor, 
the National, have held a very important place 
in Belvidere. 

The North Belvidere High School Alumni held 
a reunion February 22, 1890, at Union Hall and 
many interesting reminiscences were given. 

Frank Plane’s Screen Door Factory was 
burned March 5, 1890. 

f Arches were placed over the cemetery drive 

Cwny in 1890. 

T. G. Clark was station agent at Belvidere in 
the early ’50s. He died in June, 1890. 

The addition to the Presbyterian “Manse” was 
made in 1890, the corner stone being laid in 
June of that year. 

f The cemetery driveways were laid with con- 
Crete In 1890, by E. P. Truesdell. 

D. G. Webster's wind mill factory and cider 
mill were burned In July, 1890. 

Dr. Abner Angell died August 31, 1S90. He 
was born in New Berlin, N. Y., January 16, 1816, 
and married Augusta Calkins July 8, 1841. He 


came to Boone County about 1843 and was one 
of the prominent doctors for many years, being 
also a surgeon in the army. 

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Dewis celebrated their 
golden wedding in September, 1890. 

Rev. M. Andrews was principal of the Belvi¬ 
dere school in 1865. 

In October, 1S90, the June Sewing Machine 
Factory works had a capacity of about 125 sew¬ 
ing machines per day. 

Houghton C. Walker died October 27, 1890. 
He was bom in Peacham, Vt., October 23, 1815^ 
and came to Belvidere in 1836, being one of the 
oldest residents. He was in the dry goods busi¬ 
ness in Belvi'dere for forty years. He married 
Miss Emeline S. Frost, July 5, 1843, and shey 
and two sons survived him. / 

Bids for a new bridge at Main Street were 
received on December 30, -1890, and the contract 
was awarded to the Smith Bridge Company of 
Toledo, Ohio, for about $2,300.00. The bridge 
was to be 220 feet long and 26 feet wide. 


The Northwestern Shoe Company was com¬ 
menced in 1891. 

Mr. and Mrs. Abraham Kipp celebrated their 
fortieth wedding anniversary in Bonus, January 
8, 1891. 

Mrs. Marilla Heaton, wife of George S. Cates, 
died February 3, 1891, aged 69. She was born 
in Broome County, N. Y., and came to Belvidere 
in 1837. Mr. and Mrs. Cates were married in 1 
1853. 

R. G. Whitman was postmaster in 1891. 

Mrs. Alexander Neely died in Cedar Falls, 
la., April 19, 1891, aged 81 years. Mr. and 
Mrs. Neely were married at Dalton, Mass., and 
came to Belvidere in 1830. The family moved 
to Iowa about 1S66. 


A Business Men’s Association was organized 
May IS, 1891, with B. Eldredge as president, to 





promote tlie business interests of the city by 
aiding arid increasing the establishment of manu¬ 
facturing industries. 

F. W. Starr’s oil house burned in June, 1891,) 
with a loss of about $4,000. 

• Aaron Mabie was bom in Delaware County, 
N. Y., December 18, 1807. His parents re¬ 
moved to western New York and in December, 
1827, he was married to Amy Tumeaure. In 
March, 1842, they came to Boone County and 
settled on a farm in Bonus, where they passed 
their days. Nine children were born to them, 
seven sons and two daughters. Mrs. Mabie died 
in July, 1880, and Mr. Mabie in July, 1891. 

The water mains were laid across the river in 
August, 1891, from'the south side to the north 
side and pumps for the -water were installed 
this year as well as the water tower on the 
north side in the Public Park. 

Considerable new fencing was done at the 
Belvidere cemetery, in 1S91. During that year 
/the association also bought ten acres of G. B. 
Dunton, on the north, making the third addi¬ 
tion to the cemetery. The vault building was 
built of stone in 1SS5. 

Daniel Mabie was bom October 15, 1S16, 
in Delaware County, N. Y., and came to Belvi¬ 
dere in 1843. He married Harriet Saxton in' 
1839. She died in 1869 and he afterwards mar¬ 
ried Mrs. Elizabeth Benton. 

Eighteen Hundbed Ninety-Two. 

D. E. Moulton died January 24, 1S92, aged 
about 70. He married Pamelia, daughter of 
Cephas Gardner, and was a prominent business 
man in Belvidere and also took a leading part 
in the establishment of Belvidere Park at Lake 
Geneva. 

The name of the June Manufacturing Com¬ 
pany was changed to the National Sewing Ma¬ 
chine Company, January 26, 1892. The presi¬ 
dent and treasurer at -that time was B. El- 
dredge, and the secretary, D. Patton. During 
the year 1891 the plant turned out 38,293 sewing 
machines. 


In 1892 the Whitney Publishing Company of 
which Grant Whitney was the chief owner, 
published the “Young Idea” and the “Boone 
County Banner.” 

Fairview was platted and named in 1S92. 

The National Hotel building at the corner of 
State and Hurlbut Avenues, was put up in 1892 
by Richard Collier, being a two ptory brick/ 
building. It is now owned by Starr, Sears, 
Watkins and Hyndmau, and conducted by Frank 
N. Cummings. 

Alexander Neely died in Leavenworth, Kan, 
aged SI years, April, 1892. He was one of the 
. early settlers of Belvidere and a very prominent 
business man. 

Isaac Sewell died April 10,1S02, aged 75 years. 
He was born in England and came to this coun¬ 
try in 1839, settling in Caledonia. He married 
Mary Goodwin at Detroit. They had seven 
children and the family has taken a prominent 
part in the history of the county. 

The Belvidere band re-organized in 1S92, un¬ 
der the leadership of Win. Bowley, and num¬ 
bered about twenty pieces. 

In 1S92 the C. & X. W. R. R., purchased twen¬ 
ty-two acres of W. S. Dunton and about five 
acres of J. D. Gould for the purpose of putting 
in a .roundhouse and sidetracks. This has 
since become known as the North Yards. 

The old M. E. Church was razed to the ground 
and work commenced on the new’ two story brick 
building in the summer of 1S92. In the mean¬ 
time the Methodists worshipped at Adelphi Hall. 

George W. Downs died in Chicago, July 20, 
1892, aged about 74. He was born in Utica, N. 
Y., and after residing in Ohio and Michigan, 
came to Belvidere in 1S38. He entered the 
army in 1862 and was a prominent member of 
the Presbyterian Church and of the Masons. 
His father, Lyman Downs, came to Belvidere in 
183S, and purchased a few years afterwards a 
large tract in the northern part of Squaw 
Prairie, where he died, 1847. George Downs 
moved to Belvidere in 1854 and had considerable 
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to do with the building of the Presbyterian 
Church and parsonage, conducting or the county 
fairs, and served from 1871 to 1S87 as president 
of the Cemetery Association, during which time 
many important improvements were made. He 
was also county treasurer from 1853 to 1855. 

F. H. E. King, was station agent of the C. & 
N. W., for about thirty years and retired in 
1892. He was succeeded by Luke Wheel er. 

• The corner stone of the new Methodist Church 
was laid in September, 1892. The church was 
organized in 1866. 

Dyer Pierce died September 11, 1802, at the 
residence of’ his son-in-law, Major C. B. Loop, 
aged 100 years. Mr. Pierce was born in Provi¬ 
dence, R. I., in December, 1791, and after living 
in Vermont and New York, he moved to Belvi- 
dere in 1S58. He was an officer in the War of 
1812. 

The city water mains were put in along Lin¬ 
coln Avenue in 1S92, and drinking fountains 
were installed, one at Greenlee’s corner on the 
north side and one at Sharp’s corner on the 
south side. 

The new foundry of the National started oper¬ 
ations in October, 1892. 

In the election of November, 1892: Harrison 
electors, 1984; Cleveland, 513; Bidwell, 135, and 
Weaver, 52. 

A. C. Fassett was elected circuit clerk. Rob¬ 
ert W. Wright, state’s attorney, Daniel E. Foote, 
coroner, and Edwin L., Lawrence, county sur¬ 
veyor. 

Chas. W. Woodruff died in December, 1S92, 
aged about 60 years. He and his wife ran the 
Woodruff House on South State Street for many 
years, and after his death it was continued by 
Mrs. Woodruff until 1907, when the land was 
sold to the government as a site for the new 
postoffice and the house was removed by P. R. 
Kennedy to the west side of State Street, near 
the postofflce. 

Eighteen Hundred Ninety-Three. 

The Methodist Church was dedicated Sunday, 


February 12, 1S93. Dr. Kurts, of Chicago, 
preached the sermon in the morning, and Rev. 
Cessna, a former pastor, preached in the after¬ 
noon. Rev. Shepard of the Court Street Church 
of Rockford was the speaker in the evening. 

The ice went out of the Kishwaukee, March 
9, 1S93, with considerable force, taking with it 
several trees from the river banks in town and 
some of the piles from the Main Street bridge. 
It also flooded the calaboose. 

Samuel Longcor died March 3, 1893, aged 78. 
He was born in Dundee, Yates County, N. Y., 
and married Malinda Smith, in 1S35. Mr. 
Longcor came with his wife and three small 
children to Belvidere in 1839. and started a 
wagon shop. 1-Ie afterwards manufactured 
plows which were well known for their excel¬ 
lence in “scouring.” 

In March, 1S93, the Y. M. C. A. moved into 
rooms in the Greenlee block. 

At the city election held April IS, 1893, G. 
H. Hurlbut was elected mayor, A. E. Jenner, 
city clerk, A. Safa lm city treasurer, and F. J. 
Evans, city attorney. 

A. O. Williams died in Belvidere April 19, 
1S93, aged 08. He was born in Ohio and mar¬ 
ried Ann Longcor of Belvidere in 1856. For 
many years he conducted a drug store in Belvi¬ 
dere. 

A course in University Extension Lectures was 
held in 1893, being arranged by Prof. Zinser. 

J ames^ JS^-Tertt’ll 1 iger, for many years cashier 
of the First National Bank of Belvidere, died 
suddenly April 23, 1S93. He was bom in Cort¬ 
land County, N. Y., March 26, 1S22, and came 
to Belvidere in 1847. He married in 1848 
Emily Mitchell. 

William LaBarr died April 27, 1893. He was 
born in Delaware County, N. Y., in 1819 and 
came to Illinois in 1857. He engaged in the 
hardware business on North State Street for 
many years. 

The Northwestern Shoe 1 Company failed for a 
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considerable amount.' and became very much 
tangled up In legal business. 

Among the teachers In the North Side School 
were the following: Principal, J. C. Zinser, as¬ 
sisted by Grace Sharp, Mamie Devlin, Flossie 
Ayer, Doyfi_Greenlee, and Nellie Gi lman. On 
the South Side were the following: Principal, 
Prof. J. G. Lucas, assisted by Carrie Longley, 
Mamie Herrick, Alice Warren, Miss Dawson, 
Ella Hollenshead, Miss Morris, Miss Swail, Ida 
Sylvius, Mary Hakes, Miss Adams, Miss Rich¬ 
ardson, and Grace Hollenshead. 

The auction of the Highland lots was held in 
May and June of 1S93. 

The “Banner,” published by Grant C. Whitney 
ceased publication in June, 1893. It was for¬ 
merly a Capron paper which Mr. Whitney moved 
to Belvidere. 

Rev. Patrick Maguire, for thirty years pastor 
of St. James Catholic Church in Belvidere, died 
in Chicago, June 19, 1893. He was largely re¬ 
sponsible for the building of the present Catholic 
Church and was an active worker. He held serv¬ 
ices in several other cities in the vicinity. 
Father Maguire was born in County Sligo, Ire¬ 
land, in 1835. He was ordained a priest at May- 
nooth College, Dublin. The funeral procession 
was a mile long. 

W. R. Eddy, a former Belvidere boy, whose 
father was a minister here, has since been an 
authority oil weather conditions and kindred 
subjects, particularly with relation to observa¬ 
tions taken from kites. 

Miss Bessie Leach, of Belvidere, was principal 
of the Capron school for several years. She 
married Frank Prlddy, a prominent lawyer of 
Adrian,- Mich'., September, 1893. 

Marion L. Head succeeded A. Vance as post¬ 
master at Capron in 1893. At Poplar Grove, 
E. H. Burnside succeeded J. W. Warren, and at 
Caledonia, William. Cunningham succeeded Rob¬ 
ert Wilson. 

During 1893, a large number of the Belvidere 
people attended the World’s Fair at Chicago. 


Timothy Caswell and his wife moved to Hous¬ 
ton about 18G3. They visited in Belvidere in 
1893. 

E. L. Lawrence died in California, September 
16, 1893, where he had gone for his health. Mr. 
Lawrence came to Boone County in 1837 as a 
boy of four years, with his father, John Law¬ 
rence, and the family, who settled on Bonus. 
Mr. Lawrence was county surveyor for several 
terms and enlisted in the war, where he arose 
to the position of first lieutenant. He also 
held several other offices and was one of the 
prominent citizens of the count}-. He married 
Mary E. Lawrence in 1850 and they had five 
daughters. 

Frank R. Smiley died September, 1S93, aged 
47. He was a prominent business man in Belvi¬ 
dere and a member of several of the lodges. 

A new school building was built at Pearl and 
First Streets in the fall of 1893. 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Keeler celebrated their 
golden wedding, January, 1894. They both came 
from New York, and settled in the early days 
on Squaw Prairie. 

Postmaster Whitman was succeeded in Janu¬ 
ary, 1894, by C. N. Smith. 

In January, 1894, the National, when running 
nearly full strength, employed about four hun¬ 
dred hands. 

In 1S94, complaints began to circulate about 
the shabbiness of the Northwestern railroad de¬ 
pot at Belvidere and a new one was petitioned 
for. 

D. B. Pettit, Sr., died February 8, 1894. He 
was born in Wayne County, Pa., in 1822, and 
after living for a short time in New York, came 
to Illinois at an early date. He was a promi¬ 
nent Methodist worker and a successful farmer 
on Bonus. He is said to have'taught the first 
school in Belvidere. 

Considerable controversy was had in 1894 as 
to the hitching posts for tennis along State 
Street, and the council finally determined that 
posts should be furnished at the expense of prop- 
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erty owners under the direction of the street 
supervisor. 

In 1804, a contest of considerable enthusiasm 
was had for members of the North Side School 
Board, It being the first time that ladles ran 
for that office. A. C. Fassett was elected, prac¬ 
tically unanimously, being on both tickets, and 
Mrs. H. J. Sherrill and Mrs. R. G. Whitman 
were elected members. The ladies came out 
ahead in the contest. 

' A very serious storm took place the latter part 
of April, 1804, which was particularly destruc¬ 
tive on the river road, where several barns were 
blown down and much damage done. 

D. D. Sabin, who had been in the dry goods 
business for twenty-eight years, retired from 
active membership, May 14, 1804, being suc¬ 
ceeded by his two sons, Sidney and Eugene. 

Rev. William Craven was pastor of the Metho¬ 
dist Church this year and for several years be¬ 
fore. His daughter, Miss Jane Craven, married 
Dr. Cbas. Scott and still lives in Belvldere. 

In November, 1S04, Wales W. Wood was 
elected county judge, Wm. Bowley, county clera, 
Cassius M. Church, county treasurer; Floyd 
Smith, sheriff; Levi R. Fitzer, county superin¬ 
tendent, and Louis A. Warren, county surveyor. 

Charles Greenlee died February 8, 1805, in 
Belvldere, aged 64. He was born in Scotland 
and was a brother to Geo. and John Greenlee. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. D. Ransom celebrated their 
golden wedding in February, 1S05. Mr. Ransom 
was postmaster for four years and assistant in 
the postofflce for twelve years. He was In the 
drug business for nearly forty years on the 
north side. 

The first meeting of the newly elected city 
council was held May 20, 1S81, under the new 
city organization. The mayor was William D. 
Swail. The aldermen from the first ward were 
F. H. E. King, A. L. Livingston, and Robert 
Parkhill; the aldermen from the second ward 
were John Greenlee, William Haywood, and J. 
S. Terwilliger. A. E. Jenner was city clerk. 


C. B. Dean, city attorney, and G. W. Murch, city 
treasurer. The mayor made an address in 
which he stated that rigid economy was neces¬ 
sary, as the city had on hand only $800 in the 
general fund, besides $1,000 for street improve¬ 
ment. It also appears that the city had no 
calaboose at that time for the imprisonment of 
minor offenders. One has since been provided 
under the city hall. 

Happenings of the Last Ten Teaks. 

During the ten years just passed, Belvldere 
has made considerable advance toward becom¬ 
ing a large city. Ten years ago State Street 
in the spring was a sea of mud and required 
much care to cross dry footed. It is now paved 
its full length, in the business portion being 
asphalt in the center with brick gutters, and in 
the residence portion being macadamized. The 
Fair Cement Company has done jost of the 
macadamizing in Belvldere and the stone has 
come largely from the “Electric Stone Quarry” 
west of town. Pearl Street has been macada¬ 
mized, as has also East Lincoln Avenue. West 
Lincoln Avenue is also being paved at present 
The cement walks on the business portion of 
State coyer almost its entire length and most of 
the hitching posts have been taken down. There 
is a great change since the wooden awnings were 
considered the proper thing in front of the stores. 
The approach to State Street bridge has been 
raised and cemented. The Y. M. C. A., has been 
built, through the generosity of Deacon Henry 
W. Avery. A fine red brick block at the corner 
of Pleasant Street has been put in by Messrs. 
Wright, Balliet and Hopkins. On the westerly 
side of the street have been built Willard Long- 
cor’s row of small stores on the flats, the Leader 
Block, Omar Wright’s artistic little coal office 
near the railroad track, the fine new front to 
the Second National Bank and the reconstruc¬ 
tion of the Rider Block. On the east side, the 
National has put in the finest stretch of lawn 
in the city, in front of its factory, with beds of 
geranium, an exhibition of public spirit which 
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deserves much credit. The Pease Block has 
been improved and the Foote Block reconstructed 
into a fine office building. The Murch & Pettit 
Block was also remodeled for the Farmer’s 
Bank. . As to churches, the Swedish Church and 
the German Evangelical Church have been built, 
and the Episcopal Church has been covered on 
the outside with staff, so as to present a very ar¬ 
tistic appearance, and the Presbyterian Church 
has been redecorated on the inside and painted. 
The National Sewing Machine factory built a 
large addition west of Main Street with a new 
foundry building and another large building. The 
corset and piano factories have been located in 
Belvidere and the Columbia Heating Company 
has been located and afterward burned. The 
Main Street bridge has been carried away, and 
the State Street bridge and the bridge near the 
Catholic cemetery have been reconstructed. A 
number of fine new residences have gone up, 
notably those of Judge E. W. Wright, and Mrs. 
Catherine Rhinehart. Death has claimed a 


number of prominent citizens, including Gen 
Allen C. Fuller, John J. Foote, Omar H. Wri-ht 
Sr., and Deacon Henry W. Avery. Among “the 
older settlers who have passed away during this 
time have been Lorenzo McDougal, Asher E. 
Jenner, George Greenlee, Sr., Harlyn Sbattuck, 
Devillo Hale, William McBride, George Newell, 
Mrs. Glasner and Mrs. Page. Belvidere has 
affirmatively voted on local option and the two 
school districts have voted on the question of 
school consolidation twice, but against it each 
time. 

Permission to operate the electric line In Bel¬ 
videre was granted September 6, 1S95, to John 
M. Roach of Chicago and the line was built 
shortly afterward. The first hydraulic survey 
of the city was made by J. W. Alvord, a Chi¬ 
cago expert. E. E. Spooner was in charge of 
the construction of the city water service. Wil¬ 
liam Marean has been city engineer for a con¬ 
siderable time past. The gas plant was built in 
1895. 
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CHAPTER XX. 


THE PART OF BIOGRAPHY IN GENERAL HISTORY— 
. CITIZENS OF BOONE COUNTY AND OUTLINES 

OF PERSONAL HISTORY-PERSONAL SKETCHES AR¬ 

RANGED IN ENCYCLOPEDIC ORDER. 

The verdict of mankind has awarded to the 
Muse of History the highest place among the 
Classic Nine. The extent of her office, however, 
appears to be, by many minds, but imperfectly 
understood. The task of the historian is compre¬ 
hensive and exacting. True history reaches be¬ 
yond the doings of court or camp, beyond the is¬ 
sue of battles or the effects of treaties, and re¬ 
cords the trials and the triumphs, the failures 
and the successes of the men who make history. 
It is but an imperfect conception of the philoso¬ 
phy of events that fails to accord to portraiture 
and biography its rightful position as a part— 
but no unimportant part—of historic narrative. 
Behind and beneath the activities of outward life 
the motive power lies out of sight, just as the 
furnace tires that work the piston and keep the 
ponderous screw revolving down in the darkness 
of the hold. So, the impulsive power which 
shapes the course of communities may be found 
in the molding influences which form its citizens. 

It is no mere idle curiosity that prompts men 
to wish to learn the private, as well as the public, 
lives of their fellows. Bather is it true that such 
desire tends to prove universal brotherhood; and 
the interest in personality and biography is not 
confined to men of any particular caste or voca¬ 
tion. 

The list of those, to whose lot it falls to play a 
conspicuous part in the great drama of life, is 
comparatively short; yet communities are made 
up of individuals, and the aggregate of achieve¬ 
ments—no less than the sum total of human hap¬ 
piness—is made up of the deeds of those men and 
women whose primary aim, through life, is faith¬ 
fully to perform the duty that comes nearest to 
hand. Individual influences upon human affairs 
will be considered potent or insignificant, accord¬ 
ing to the standpoint from which it is viewed. To 
him who, standing upon the seashore, notes the 
ebb and flow of the tides and listens to the sullen 
roar of the waves, as they break upon the beach 
in seething foam, seemingly chafing at their lim¬ 
itations, the ocean appears so vast as to need no 
tributaries. Tet, without the smallest rill that 
helps to swell the “Father of Waters,” the mighty 
torrent of the Mississippi would be lessened, and 
the beneficent Influence of the Gulf Stream di¬ 
minished. Countless streams, currents and coun¬ 


ter currents—sometimes mingling, sometimes 
counteracting each other—collectively combine to 
give motion to the accumulated mass of waters. 
So is it—and so must it ever be—in the ocean of 
human action, which is formed by the bieuding 
and repulsion of currents of thought, of influence 
and of life, yet more numerous and more tortu¬ 
ous than those which form the “fountains of the 
deep.” The acts and characters of men, like the 
several faces that compose a composite picture, 
are wrought together into a compact or hetero¬ 
geneous whole. History is condensed biography; 
“Biography is History teaching by example.” 

It is both interesting and instructive to rise 
above the generalization of history and trace, in 
the personality and careers of the' men from 
whom it sprang, the principles and influences, the 
impulses and ambitions, the labors, struggles 
and triumphs that engross their lives. 

Here are recorded the careers and achieve¬ 
ments of pioneers who, “when the fulness of time 
had come,” came from widely separated sources, 
some from beyond the sen, impelled by divers 
motives, little conscious of the import of their 
acts, and but dimly anticipating the harvest 
which would spring from the sowing. They built 
their primitive homes, tolling for a present sub¬ 
sistence while laying the foundations of private 
fortunes and future advancement. 

Most of these have passed away, but not before 
they beheld a development of business and popu¬ 
lation surpassing the wildest dreams of fancy or 
expectation. A few yet remain whose years have 
passed the allotted three-score and ten, and who 
love to recount, among the cherished memories of 
their lives, their reminiscences of early days. 


lowing items of personal and family history, 
irranged in encyclopedic (or alphabetical) 
ss of the individual subjects, no special Ind 
if the work will bo found necessary.] 


ACKERMAN, Fred, farmer and dairyman, 
Flora Township, Boone County, Ill. Boone County 
has been greatly benefited by its citizens of Ger¬ 
man birth, who, like the subject of this sketch, 
have brought to bear upon the problems of life 
those principles of industry, thrift and honesty 
which make for good citizenship everywhere. Mr. 
Ackerman was born near the river Rhine, in 
Baden, Germany, December 21, 186S. His father, 
George Ackerman, and his mother, who before 
her marriage was Lena Sexouer, were descended 
from old German families. The former Is still 
living in his native land, the latter died there 
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when she was about fifty years old. They had 
nine children of whom the Immediate subject of 
this sketch was the fourth born. He spent his 
childhood and youth and gained his education 
in the Fatherland, and in the fall of 1885, when 
he was not yet quite seventeen years old, sought 
a new home in America beyond the sea. Landing, 
at Baltimore, Md., he came thence direct to De- 
Kalb County, Ill. There, for a year, he was em¬ 
ployed by the month at farm labor, when he 
came to Boone County, and during the succeed¬ 
ing six years was employed on the farm of John 
Sexouer, of the family of his mother, who had 
settled in Bonus Township. At the expiration 
of that time he was able to engage in farming on 
his own account, which he did in that township 
as a renter. 

After operating a rented farm three years, he 
determined to buy a farm. In March, ISO", he 
bought his present farm of one hundred acres in 
Flora Township. The land was well improved 
and was outfitted with good building^. He has 
given his attention to general farming and made 
somewhat of a specialty of dairying. Having 
applied the best methods to the operation of 
his farm and conducted his business on a basis 
that has won for him the confidence of his fel¬ 
low townsmen and the best people generally 
throughout the county, he has achieved a success 
which has given him standing among the well- 
to-do farmers of his vicinity. 

Mr. Ackerman married, in Belvidere Town¬ 
ship, May 31, 1891, Miss Mary Brohammer, also 
a native of Baden, Germany, born February 28, 
1S74, a daughter of Christian and Mary (Spat- 
halt) Brohammer, the last mentioned of whom 
is deceased. Mrs. Ackerman, who ■was the eld¬ 
est of the five children of her parents, came to 
America in the spring of 1S92. She has borne 
her husband three children, named in the se¬ 
quence of their births: Fred G., Allie L. and 
Lillie F. Mr. and Mrs. Ackerman are devoted 
members of the German Methodist Church. Mr. 
Ackerman has in many ways demonstrated his 
public spirit, taking a deep interest in the prog¬ 
ress and prosperity of the community in which 
he lives. 

ALLEN, Darwin W., (deceased), one of the 
oldest, most worthy and wealthiest of the early 
residents of Belvidere, Ill., was born at Deer¬ 
field, Oneida County, N. Y.. November 15, 1S17, 
a son of John F. and Phoebe (Brown) Allen, 


natives of New York and Vermont, respectivelv, 
both born in 1792. The subject of this sketch 
was reared on a farm, receiving his education 
in the country schools. At the age of twenty- 
one years he was married to Mary Rix, and in 
1-850 came to Illinois, settling on a farm four 
miles south of Belvidere, where the wife died in 
1800, leaving two children, Frances and John. 
The former became the wife of Col. J. Wilson 
Harper, now of Missouri, while the latter went 
to California and is now living at Los Angeles. 
D. W. Allen left the farm and located in Belvi¬ 
dere, where he was married, October 15, 1800, 
to Ruth Foster, a daughter of Leighton and 
Clarissa (Ricker) Foster, natives of Maine, who 
were married in New Portland, Mich., 1S33, and 
located in Belvidere, Ill., in 1S52. Mr. Foster 
was a farmer and settled in Flora Township, 
just south of Belvidere, his family going to the 
village for their household provisions. He 
built a new house, which they occupied until 
1S04, then selling it and moving into Belvidere, 
where he lived for a while at leisure. In 1881 
he moved to Waverly, Iowa, where he died In 
1901 in his ninety-first year, his wife having 
passed away in 1SS9 when seventy-six years 
old. Ruth Allen, a daughter, is the only mem¬ 
ber of the family residing in Illinois, her two 
brothers, John It. and Setli L., having gone to 
Iowa when young men. where the former died 
at the age of fifty-six years, the latter still be¬ 
ing a resident of the vicinity of Waverly. Ruth 
Allen was twenty-six years old at the time of 
her marriage, up to 1S58 having taught school 
several terms. She is the sole survivor of the 
early teachers now living in Boone County. 
Some of the old houses in which she taught are 
still standing. 

After bis marriage Mr. Allen continued farm¬ 
ing for six years, just south of the village, and 
then selling the farm, moved into a house ‘on 
Pearl Street, buying land and platting a piece 
of ground called the “D. W. Allen Addition',” 
one of the streets laid out being named Allen 
Street. In the meantime, in 1852, his parents 
had come from New York, his father acquiring 
about one hundred acres of land just south of 
Belvidere. His father died when sixty-seven 
years old, and his mother then made her home 
with the subject of this sketch until her death 
at the age of eighty-six, the former having lived 
on what is now Highland Addition on Pearl 
Street and there passed away. Darwin W. 





HISTORY OF BOONE COUNTY 


825 


Allen also owned ground in the business center 
of the town, on which he erected buildings. He 
built a three-story brick building on the corner 
of First and State Streets, which he deeded to 
School District No. 57, to be used for school 
purposes, and since his death the school district 
has received the rental income therefrom. 

In early life Mr. Allen was a Democrat in 
his political relations, but after 1S60 acted with 
the Republican party, which he strongly sup¬ 
ported. Although not a church member, he 
contributed liberally to the South Baptist 
Church. He was a well read man and, while 
entertaining positive opinions, enjoyed friendly 
discussion, having an active and forceful mind 
that retained its full strength to the last. He 
was afflicted with some ailment of the heart, 
but his mental vitality continued unimpaired. 
Remarkably sociable in disposition and fond of 
the company of friends, he was still thoroughly 
domestic in his inclinations. He had an adopt¬ 
ed daughter. Lizzie C. Allen, whom he reared 
from childhood. Mrs. Allen is a lady of 
amiable character, and greatly respected by all 
who know her. Miss Allen is a member of 
Rebeccahs and is active in that order. The 
Allen home was the old Barney Smith house, 
built in 1S53, and being the first residence 
erected on what is now Pearl Street in Belvi- 
dere. Mr. Allen died August 22, 1905. 

ARDERY, Robert F., County Treasurer of 
Boone County, Ill., and one of the most astute 
and influential public men in the county, was 
born in Ogdensburg, N. Y., July 28, ISIS. He 
is a son of James and Agnes (Montgomery) Ar- 
dery, natives of that county and State. In 1852 
James Ardery located in McHenry County, Ill., 
buying eighty acres of land, and living there 
until 1858, when he started for California, spend¬ 
ing the entire summer in making the trip over¬ 
land. He purchased a vineyard in California,' 
whither his family followed him In 1861. He 
died there in October, 1889, his wife having 
passed away in June, of the same year.. The 
father was in his eighty-fourth year at the time 
of his death. They had ten children. 

Robert F. Ardery accompanied his mother on 
her trip to the Pacific Coast, and attended school 
at Placerville, also when only seventeen years 
old, working on a fruit farm. In December, 
1866, he came back to Illinois via the Nicaraugua 


route, crossing the Isthmus on a mule. In the 
fall of 1S67, he went to Beloit, Wis., where he 
began to learn the machinists’ trade, and in 1869 
went to Virginia City, Nev., where he worked 
for six years as an engineer in the Bonanza 
Mine. Returning to Illinois in 1S74, he located 
in Blaine and bought one hundred and ninety 
acres of land in the following year. 

On February 21, 1877, Mr. Ardery was married 
to Ella Conyes, a daughter of Philo and Dieana 
(Head) Conyes, who was born in Leroy Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, and two children, Claude 
Earl and Alta, have been the issue of this union. 

Politically, Mr. Ardery is an active and very 
popular Republican. He has held the office of 
Assessor and Supervisor and is now serving as 
County Treasurer, to which position he was 
elected November, 1906. In fraternal circles, he 
is identified with the A. F. & A. M., being a Mas¬ 
ter Mason and a Knight Templar. 

BANKS, George W., farmer and stockraiser, 
Flora Township, and owner of the elevator at 
Irene, .Boone County, Ill. There is not so wide 
a dis;.;r : 2iion between farmers and business men 
as there was formerly. Indeed, farming is now 
a business demanding the same degree of ability 
and the same amount of persistence and sys¬ 
tematic application as any other enterprise in¬ 
volving a like investment of capital and results 
which measure up to the same amount. Hence, 
it is not uncommon, as in the case of the well 
known citizen of Boone County whose name is 
above, to find the farmer and business man com¬ 
bined in one wide-awake individual of ever 
broadening purposes and strenuous activties. 

George W. Banks was born in Franklin Town¬ 
ship, DeKalb County, Ill., December 13, 1847, a 
son of Alfred and Sarah (Foster) Banks, the 
former a native of Maine and the latter of Mas¬ 
sachusetts. In July, 1S45, the family came to 
DeKalb County, Ill., where they lived in Frank¬ 
lin Township until the spring of 1S83, when 
they retired to Belvidere. There Mrs. Banks 
died in March, 18S6, aged seventy-six years. Mr. 
Banks died in Flora Township, in May, 18S8, in 
the eighty-second year' of his age. They were 
the parents of five children: Charles, Sebastian 
S., Benjamin F„ Sarah and George W. Sebas¬ 
tian S. Banks is represented by a biographical 
sketch in these pages. Sarah married Parley 
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Roach and died in Franklin Township, DeKalb 
County, III. 

The immediate subject of this sketch was 
reared in his native township and county, his 
early life being passed in attending the public 
schools near his home and in acquiring a prac¬ 
tical knowledge of farming and stock raising. 
There he remained until the spring of 18S3, 
when he removed to Flora Township, being 
then a little more than thirty-five years old. In 
1889 he became Identified with the grain trade 
and. in 1890. built the elevator at Irene which 
has a capacity of twenty-five thousand bushels. 
Besides this fine business property, he is the 
owner also of five hundred and thirty-seven 
acres of valuable land round about Irene.' 

September 1C, I STS, Mr. Banks was married, 
at Genoa, DeKalb County, to Miss Elva L. 
Brown, a native of that town and a daughter 
of James P. and Susan (Pratt) Brown, boro 
January 7, 18G1. Mr. and Mrs. Banks are the 
parents of eight children, whom they named as 
follows in the order of their birth: Frank, W., 
Sarah Ida, Alfred J., Herman A., Edward G., 
Gerson L., Lloyd P. and Raymond L. 

BANKS, Sebastian S., farmer, Flora Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, Ill. In the days before the 
telephone and the electric railways, farming 
mny have been under some circumstances and 
conditions a dull life. The farmers of the ’50s, 
’60s and ’70s were not as closely in touch with 
the outside world as are most of the farm¬ 
ers of today, and few of them traveled exten¬ 
sively or had adventures or experiences not asso¬ 
ciated purely with the agricultural life; yet 
here and there a farmer ventured far from 
home, adding much to bis knowledge of the 
world. As will be discovered by reading fur¬ 
ther, the subject of this sketch had in his early 
life an experience which, if fully and truthfully 
written, would make an interesting and instruct¬ 
ive little volume. 

. Sebastian S. Banks was born in Piscataqui3 
County, Me., February 24, 1837. His parents 
were Alfred and Sally -(Foster) Banks, the 
father born in Maine, and the mother in Massa¬ 
chusetts. In July, 1845, when he was about 
eight years old. the parents came with their 
family to DeKalb County, Ill., and located in 
Franklin Township, and there farmed until 1SS3, 
where the mother died in March, 1886, when 
she was seventy-six years old. The father died 


at the residence of the subject of this sketch in 
Flora Township in May, 1SS3, then being in his 
eighty-second year. They had five children: 
Charles, Sebastian S., Benjamin F., Sarah and 
George W. Sarah, who became the wife of 
Parley Roach, died in Franklin Township, De¬ 
Kalb County. George W. is represented in this 
work in a separate biographical sketch. 

It was as a boy of eight years that Sebastian 
S. Banks gained his first knowledge of life in 
Northern Illinois. He grew- to manhood on his 
father’s farm, gaining a rudimentary education 
in the common schools, and receiving from his 
father careful and systematic instruction in ev¬ 
erything pertaining to farming and stockrais¬ 
ing. About the time he attained his majority 
the spirit of adventure seized him, and obeying 
the call to “the Slope,” went overland to Cali¬ 
fornia, driving a teaiii all the way, and for three 
years was there engaged in mining and prospect¬ 
ing, and in the construction of a road from the 
source of the Sacramento River to a point in 
Oregon. After making the return trip on horse¬ 
back he engaged in farming, wiser in many 
ways because of his western experiences. Not 
all of them were pleasant, however, nor all prof¬ 
itable; but as he looks back upon them, he is 
glad that they were his. For two or three years 
after his return he was a partner with his 
brother, Benjamin F. Banks, in the operation 
of a part of their father’s farm. In 1865 he 
bought one hundred acres of good land in Flora 
Township, which he improved, and to which he 
has added from time to time until he now owns- 
two hundred and thirty acres, w-ith fine build¬ 
ings and modem appliances and machinery—a 
good, rich farm, well stocked and admirably cul¬ 
tivated, which is as good a dependence as a 
reasonable man could want. 

Mr. Banks married Miss Jane Jeanette Buck- 
lin, at Belvidere, Ill.. March 2,1871. Mrs. Banks 
was born in Rusliville, Yates County, N. Y., 
December 14, 1850, a daughter of Allen G. and 
Sally Ann (Soule) Bucldin. Her father was a 
native of Massachusetts, and her mother of the 
State of New York. The latter died in Rusb- 
ville, N. Y., and the father came to Boone County, 
Ill., in the fall of 1870, and there lived out his 
days, dying aged about seventy-five years. Of 
their eleven children, Mrs. Banks was the tenth 
in order of birth. Mr. and Mrs. Banks have a 
daughter, Anna S- who married Harry Shane, 
and a son named Irving S. Banks. Mr. Banks is 
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a public-spirited citizen who takes a thoroughly 
patriotic interest in the affairs of his township 
and county. 

BARKER, Edmund H., a resident of Boone 
County, ill., for more than half a century, and 
for thirty-three years of that period a highly 
respected farmer, in Spring Township, where he 
still lives, was born in Worthington, Hampshire 
County., Mass., October 8, 1826. His parents 
were Abijah and Nancy (Caldwell) Barker, who 
passed their last days in Dalton, Mass., having 
a family of ten children. The subject of this 
sketch was about ten years old when his father 
and mother moved to Dalton, Mass., and there 
he grew to manhood. He was married in Berk¬ 
shire County, Mass., November 18, 1851, to Har¬ 
riet M. Cleveland, who was bom in St. Lawrence 
County, N. Y., August 16, 1832. In' the fall of 
1854 be came to Boone County, Ill., settling 
in Belvidere Township, where be lived twenty- 
one years, when, selling out at the end of this 
period, he moved to the farm which he now owns 
in Spring Township. He is the owner of one 
hundred and sixty acres of well improved land, 
’the buildings being substantial and convenient. 
Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Barker, 
namely. Eva M., wife of John C. Longcor; 
George E., who died at the age of four years; 
Fred E. and Etta May. The mother of these 
children died September 22, 1899, when sixty- 
seven years old. 

Mr. Barker has been long and actively con¬ 
nected with the Methodist Episcopal'Church, as 
was his lamented wife. For a considerable 
period he has acted in the capacity of Superin¬ 
tendent of the Methodist Sunday School at 
Garden Prairie. 

BARRINGER, Edward K., who became a resi¬ 
dent of Belvidere, Ill., in 1S57, and where he 
was for many years one of the leading citizens 
and representative farmers, was bom in Albany, 
N. Y., September 5, 1856, of German ancestry. 
His parents, Lawrence and Theresa (Keller) 
Barringer, came singly to the United States in 
1844, and were married in Albany, N. Y., locating 
in the vicinity of Belvidere, Ill. In youth, Law¬ 
rence Barringer was a stonemason by trade, but 
In New York worked on a farm and also in 
connection with a hay press and grist and 
plaster mill. He ’continued farming in Boone 
County until his death, November 30, 1897, at 


the age of seventy-two years. Edward K, Bar¬ 
ringer is one of the original stock-holders and 
directors of the Belvidere Creamery, serving as 
secretary from the time of its organization, for 
the last six years being treasurer and having 
detailed charge of its operation. Mr. Barringer, 
enjoyed the advantages afforded by the public 
schools and was reared to the life of a farmer. 
He has a farm of one hundred and twenty acres, 
lying a little more than two miles east'of Belvi¬ 
dere, and mainly devoted to the dairying in¬ 
dustry. All the improvements are first class. 
He w r as one of the organizers of the Belvidere 
Creamery, which was incoiporated February 18. 
1897, with a capital stock of $5,000, 'he stock¬ 
holders, who number 108, being all farmers. 
Luther Lawrence, its first president, still con¬ 
tinues to act in that capacity, and he and Mr. 
Barringer are the only ones remaining of the 
original directors. 

■On April 3, 1884, Mr. Barringer was married 
to Bertha Hambridge, born in Baltimore, Md., 
a daughter of Richard Stephen and Jemima 
Hambridge, who -were born in England, married 
at Shorditch, London, and came to this country 
in 1840, locating in Belvidere, in 1S58. Mr. 
Hambridge was a professional musician, par¬ 
ticularly well skilled as an operator of the pipe 
organ, of which instrument he was a teacher. 
He took up his residence in Belvidere in order 
to assume - the position of organist of the Epis¬ 
copal Church. Mrs. Barringer has three sisters, 
namely: Emma J., wife of Edward McBride, 
of Belvidere. 111.; Mrs. Charles Tibblts, of St. 
Joseph, Mo.; and Mrs. William Richards, of 
Belvidere. Mr. and Mrs. Barringer had three 
children, of whom but one, Lawrence, survives. 
The eldest son, Edward L., died January 12, 
1906, just after passing his twenty-first birth¬ 
day. He had remained on the home farm where 
he had decided to live. The second child died 
in infancy. Mr. Barringer has two brothers and 
three sisters living. 

In politics, Mr. Barringer is a supporter of the 
principles of the Republican party, and has 
taken an interest in public affairs to the extent 
of fulfilling the obligations of good citizenship. 
He never accepted any office except those of 
Director of the Gould School, District No. 47, 
and Road Commissioner, occupying the former 
position efficiently for sixteen years. 

BATES, Albert, E., farmer, Boone Township, 
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Boone County, .III. Elsewhere in these pages 
appears a biographical sketch of Samuel Bates 
containing much material of interest in con¬ 
nection with the career of Isaac Bates, father 
of Samuel and of Albert E. Bates. In this 
brief sketch of the life of the well known citi¬ 
zen last mentioned, is Included other material 
touching the life of Isaac Bates, the pioneer, 
which to a considerable extent completes the 
notes first referred to. 

Albert E. Bates was bom in Boone Town¬ 
ship, June 19, 1S58, a son of Isaac and Phoebe 
Ann (Tongue) Bates. He passed his boyhood 
on his father’s farm and in the common schools, 
and worked four years in the shop of his 
brother Samuel at Capron, acquiring a knowl¬ 
edge of the blacksmith’s trade, at which he be¬ 
came an all round workman. Going to O’Brien 
County, Iowa, he improved a farm a few miles 
from the town of Saudborn. After having lived 
there twelve years, he returned to Illinois in 
1894 to care for his parents in their declining 
years, and though he still owns his Iowa farm, 
he has since that time operated the Bates home¬ 
stead in Boone Township. 

Mr. Bates married Miss Orvettia Spaulding, 
of Madison, Wis., and a native of that State, 
March 20, 1SS2, and she has borne him three 
children. Their son, Fred W., died aged five 
years. Their daughter, Doris M., is a member of 
their household, their daughter Winnifred is a 
high school student. 

The parents of Albert E. and Samuel Bates 
were natives of Birmingham, England. Isaac 
Bates was bom November 16, 1818, and died 
May 15, 1894. Phoebe Ann Tongue was born 
August 18, 1821. and is still living on the old 
Bates homestead in Boone Township, where she 
has lived for the past sixty-four years. They 
were married at Birmingham, England, July 27, 
1840, and came to the United States in 1844. 
Mr. Bates’s sister, Ann D., wife of John Halls, 
had come over with her husband the year before 
and settled on the farm where William H. Bates 
now lives. His sister, Fannie A., wife of Joseph 
Wood, had come also with Mr. Wood, who im¬ 
proved the farm now owned by the Fred John¬ 
son estate. Mrs. Bates’s brothers, Samuel and 
Henry, also came to Illinois, but Samuel later 
went to Philadelphia, where he became a manu : 
facturer of edged tools, and Henry soon return¬ 
ed to Canada. Mary Bates, another of Isaac’s 
sisters, who had married William Williotts, 


settled on the Ray farm, which is now marked 
by the Ray school house. Mr. Bates and some 
of his relatives took up land in common, and 
they and their families lived in the double log 
house until, one after another, they located on 
farms acquired by each separately. In time Mr. 
Bates became the owner of three hundred and 
twenty acres of as good land as is included 
within the boundaries of Boone Township. 

Isaac Bates and some of the others mentioned 
were mechanics. (See sketch of Samuel Bates.) 
He was so expert a workman when be was only 
eighteen years old, that he was given a place as 
foreman. Much in detail concerning his opera¬ 
tions at Beloit and in Boone County will be 
found in the article just referred to. He was 
the only one of the English settlers here men¬ 
tioned who lived permanently in the township, 
though in 1868 he and his wife returned to 
England for a short time, coming back more than 
ever satisfied with America and its opportunities. 
He helped organize Boone Township and the 
first township election was held in the double log 
house above mentioned. Later, township elec¬ 
tions were held in his more modem residence, 
which was erected in 1861, when and for some’ 
time later it was considered the finest house in 
the township. The lumber of which It was con¬ 
structed Mr. Bates hauled forty miles from 
Kenosha, Wis., where he found a market for 
wheat and other produce, which he took to that 
point by the wagon load. It is said that, at 
one time or another, he filled every township 
office. Among his earliest public positions were 
those of Township Clerk and Township Trustee. 
He passed his declining years on his homestead, 
which has for some time been operated by his 
sons. His widow is, with the possible excep¬ 
tion of Mrs. Milliken, the only pioneer of her 
time still living In the township. 

■ Isaac and Phoebe Ann (Tongue) Bates had 
six sons and one daughter. William II. owns 
and operates the Halls homestead. Charles, 
who has never married, lives with his mother 
on the family homestead. Frederick J. is farm¬ 
ing at Allison, Butler County, Iowa. Samuel 
is represented in a separate biographical sketch 
in this work. Benjamin is living at Madison, 
Wis., retired from farm life, but has interests 
at Mason City, Iowa. Ellen became Mrs. Theo¬ 
dore L. Bowman and died in 1896, aged thirty- 
nine years. Albert E. is referred to at consid¬ 
erable length above. 
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BATES, Samuel, dealer In hardware, buggies, 
wagons, agricultural implements and coal, Cap- 
ron, Boone County, Supervisor of Boone Town¬ 
ship and Chairman of the Boone County Board 
of Supervisors. This prominent citizen of 
Boone County is truly a native of the soil—em¬ 
phatically one to the manor born. His birth¬ 
place was within twenty rods of the center of 
Boone Township, and he first saw the light of 
day. May 11, 1S48. Isaac and Phoebe Ann 
(Tongue) Bates, his parents, were natives of 
Birmingham, England, and his father was a 
blacksmith. In August, 1844, they came with 
their three children to the United States. John 
Halls, and William and George Williotts, broth¬ 
ers-in-law of Isaac Bates, had come over from 
Birmingham some time before and had secured 
land in Boone County, where they were joined 
by the Bateses. Mr. Halls, who was a brass- 
founder, had soon after his arrival gone to 
Boston, Mass., to work at his trade, and there 
he remained until 1862. Returning to Illinois 
he passed a year or two on his farm, then went 
back to Boston to work again as a brass- 
founder. William and George Williotts, who 
were blacksmiths, went to Rockland, Wis., and 
there operated a shop, but returned to Boone 
County some time before 1870. George was 
killed by a runaway horse, and his farm is now 
owned by his son, J. S. Williotts. William 
Williotts sold his property in Boone County 
about 1871 and went to Nebraska, where be died 
after having become an extensive land-owner 
there. Isaac Bates bought government land in 
1844 and his son. who is now in possession of 
it, has the original deed which bears the signa¬ 
ture of President James K. Polk. John Halls 
made his first purchase of land in Boone County 
of a man named Atkinson—“a Millerite”—who 
believing that the world would soon come to an 
end, sold his farm for fifty dollars. It is worthy 
of note in this connection that the fanatic who 
thus impoverished himself, soon removed to 
Chicago, where in time he exemplified the old 
saying, “a fool for luck,” by becoming wealthy. 
The land bought by Isaac Bates was timber 
land lying along Beaver Creek, He built a log 
house on it and, in 1848, after he had made 
many improvements thereon, he removed to Be¬ 
loit, Wis., where he lived until 1S5S, He estab¬ 
lished a shop in which he did miscellaneous 
work at his trade but made a specialty of the 
manufacture of tools for the drilling of artesian 


wells. The first artesian wells west of Buffalo, 
N. Y.„ were drilled with appliances made by him. 
While giving attention, to his farm, be later de¬ 
voted much of bis time to ironing reapers, thus 
earning considerable money which i be invested 
in land until he came in time to be the owner 
of three hundred and twenty acres. He con¬ 
tinued in this line of contracting until 1866, 
and from that year until his death he devoted 
himself exclusively to farming. He was a good 
business man, economical, but a believer and in¬ 
vestor in substantial improvements. He planted 
a grove of ten thousand ash trees, in which he 
took great pride. It was the finest grove in the 
county, and widely known as a landmark in 
Northern Illinois. He erected on his farm good, 
buildings of all kinds, and his house was, in its 
time, a fine residence, easily the best in the 
township, wlille his barn was the largest in 
Boone County. He engaged extensively in 
grain growing and hog raising and bought cheap 
land whenever opportunity offered, one of his 
purchases having been in Iowa. He died in 
May, 1S94, aged seventy-six years. His widow, 
who is living on the old homestead with her 
son Charles, has attained the advanced age of 
eighty-nine years. A hater of slavery, Isaac 
Bates, after he came to America, became a 
Whig and later voted with the Republican party 
from 1866 until his death. Influential in town¬ 
ship affairs, he is said to have held every office 
within the gift of his fellow townsmen, and to 
have filled them all with integrity and marked 
ability. Though not in the modern sense a 
highly educated man, he read widely and studi¬ 
ously and was well grounded in the Bible and 
in ancient history, and exceedingly well in¬ 
formed in modern history and current events. 
It is remembered of him that be was fond of 
discussing questions of religion and of politics. 
A consistent observer of the Sabbath, he was 
liberal enough in his interpretation of his duties 
in that respect to believe that he would commit 
no sin in caring for or saving crops nr perform¬ 
ing other necessary labor on that day. He was 
an ardent advocate of public improvement and 
a liberal supporter of all churches and religious 
work in his vicinity. He was the father of six 
sons and a daughter: William H. lives in the 
old Hails home; Charles, a bachelor, is living 
with his mother on his father’s homestead; 
Frederick .1. Is a farmer at Allison, Butler 
County, Iowa; Samuel is.the immediate subject 
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of tbis sketch; Benjamin, a retired farmer, is 
living at Madison, Wis., and has interests at 
Mason City, Iowa; Ellen married Theodore L. 
Bowman, and died aged thirty-nine years in 
1896, leaving four daughters; Albert E. oper¬ 
ates the old Bates homestead. 

January 1, 1863, not yet having reached his 
fifteenth year, Samuel Bates began learning the 
blacksmith trade in his father’s shop at Beloit, 
Wis. In July following he went to South Bend, 
Ind., to work under the direction of his uncle, 
William Williotts, who was then foreman of 
the blacksmith shop of the Oliver Chilled Plow 
Works in that city. There he remained until 
1872, when be set up a shop of his own at Cap- 
ron and began to manufacture plows there, 
making in some years as many as one hundred. 
He manufactured also many wagons and bug¬ 
gies. His brother, Frederick J. Bates, a wood¬ 
worker, who had been living at Beloit, Wis., 
joined him in the enterprise, taking charge of 
the woodworking department. They employed 
four of five mechanics and were partners until 
1885, when Frederick J. went to Iowa to oper¬ 
ate a farm there which had been given him by 
his father. He has prospered so well that now 
lie is tlie owner of four hundred acres. The 
factory at C’apron was continued by Samuel un¬ 
til 1898. In the meantime Mr. Bates included 
in his business the sale of buggies, wagons 
and agricultural implements. For tbis new 
trade he was obliged to erect new buildings, and 
has continued in it successfully to the present 
time. 

Mr. Bates is known as one of the public men 
of his township. In August, 1SS3, he was ap¬ 
pointed Supervisor to fill a vacancy, and was 
elected to that office in 1SS4 and has been re¬ 
elected at every election since. He has several 
times served as Chairman of the Board of Super¬ 
visors, and is filling that responsible position at 
this time. He has served also as a member of 
the rebuilding and remodeling committee of the 
County Board. In his political convictions he 
is a stanch Republican. Besides attending 
numerous conventions as delegate, and often 
serving as a member of the township Republi-- 
can 'Committee, he has been Chairman of the 
Boone County Republican Committee, and has 
at all times and in all possible ways advanced 
the interests of his party and of his township 
and county. His public spirit is beyond ques¬ 
tion and there is no movement looking to the 


benefit of any considerable number of his fel¬ 
low citizens that does not receive his hearty 
support. 

December 27, 1S71, Mr. Bates married Miss 
Jennie Williotts, of Mishawaka, Ind., a daugh¬ 
ter of Joseph Williotts, a brother of his uncle 
William Williotts and .a resident of that town. 
They have two daughters: Myrtle is the wife 
of A. H. Hanson, of Manitowoc, Wis.,' and 
Vivian, who is a member of her parents’ house¬ 
hold, is achieving success as a music teacher. 
Sir. Bates has advanced to a high/place in the 
Slasonic order, having been made a Slaster 
Slason at Capron in 1873 and being a member 
of Slasonic bodies at Capron, at Woodstock and 
at Rockford. He lias attended two National 
Encampments of the order, one at Washington, 
the other at Chicago. He is a Slodern Wood¬ 
man, also, and has been banker of his lodge for 
about fifteen years. 

BENNETT, Charles, whose farm in Flora 
township, Boone County, III., compares favor¬ 
ably with the best In the country, and who has 
always taken a prominent part In the affairs 
of the community, was born in Belvidere, Ill., 
October S, 1S45, a son of James and Mary 
(Shattuck) Bennett, natives of Groton. Slass., 
where they were respectively born, November 
25,1802, Slay 25,1805. Joseph Bennett, the father 
of James Bennett, was born at Groton, Mass., In 
1771, and married Sarah Proctor, who was born 
the same year. Joseph Bennett’s father (the great¬ 
grandfather of the subject of this sketch) was 
James Bennett, a native of England, who came to 
' America about 1730, and settled at Groton, Mass. 

The marriage of James and Slary (Shattuck) 
Bennett took place January o, 1S30, and in 1839 
they came to Illinois, settling first in Belvidere 
Township,. Boone County, and afterwards pur¬ 
chasing a tract of land in Flora Township, and 
living there several years. Ultimately the 
family moved to Belvidere, where the father died 
August 20, 1868, the mother surviving him until 
January 22, 1892. Seven children composed 

their family. The subject of this sketch, who 
was the sixth of this number in order of birth, 
was brought up in Belvidere, receiving his edu¬ 
cation in its public schools and those of Chicago, 
and attending Eastman's Business College, at 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. In 1S69 Mr. Bennett located 
in Flora Township, devoting his attention to farm¬ 
ing and stock-raising, which has been his life- 
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long occupation. He is the owner of three hun¬ 
dred acres of land, and the buildings on the 
property, erected by him, are all of a substantial, 
convenient and well appearing kind. Mr. Ben¬ 
nett has always been earnestly interested in 
educational and' religious matters, and to some 
extent in business affairs, being President of the 
Y. M. C. A. of Belvidere, and of the Belvidere 
Farmers’ and Mutual Insurance Company. He 
is one of the Directors of the Boone County Ag¬ 
ricultural ' Society, and was formerly President 
of the Boone County Farmers’ Institute. 

On December 1, 1S6S, Charles Bennett was 
married to Ellen C. Reynolds, who was born 
in Mukwonago, Waukesha County, Wis., July 9, 
1847, and is a daughter of Edward H. and Olive 
(Bidwell) Reynolds, natives of New York and 
Massachusetts, respectively. They moved in 
1855 from Wisconsin to Belvidere, where both 
passed the remainder of their lives. By trade 
air. Reynolds was a wagon-maker, and carried 
on that business in Belvidere for several years, 
afterward turning his attention to farming. For 
a considerable period he held the office of Justice 
of the Peace. He died February 22,1900, at the 
age of seventy-six years, his wife having passed 
away in September, 1874, when about fifty-two 
years old. They had a family of seven children, 
of whom Ellen C., was the eldest. Twelve chil¬ 
dren have been born to Mr. and 1 Mrs. Bennett 
as follows: Herman James; Edward Joseph ; 
Ellen Gertrude, wife of William G. McMorran; 
Jennie Mary, wife of Seymour Williams; Stella ; 
Charles Shattuck ; Samuel Augustus; Nettie; 
Ethel Anna ; George Frederick; Esther Olive, and 
Jay Stephen. 

In politics Mr. Bennett has always been a 
Republican and has taken a leading part in the 
public affairs of his township, serving as School 
Trustee and School Director. He and his wife 
are active members of the South Baptist Church, 
in which the former was Sunday School Super¬ 
intendent for a number of years. 

BLAKE, Frank J., one of the most energetic 
and thorough farmers in the vicinity of Belvi¬ 
dere, Ill., was born near Dixon, Ill., April 11, 
1868, the son of William and Susan (Hawkins) 
Blake, natives of Cornwall, England, where they 
were married, coming to the United States in 
September, 1853, and proceeding directly to 
Illinois, where they settled near Rockford and 
engaged in farming. A short time afterward 


William Blake bought a farm in the vicinity of ' 
Dixon, whence in 1S75 he moved to Boone 
County, locating in Flofa Township, about four 
miles southwest of Belvidere. There he died 
in January, 1893, at the age of sixty-six years. 
He had bought another farm a mile south of 
Belvidere, where, he had intended to locate, and 
after his death his wife and family moved to 
that place, where she died .February 13, 1898,' 
when sixty-nine years old. William Blake and 
his wife had eight children, as follows: Mary 
E., who married Henry Luge, and died at the 
age of thirty-five years; James, of Flora Town¬ 
ship ; George, of Belvidere, Ill.; Fannie, who 
married Ernest Minter, of Chicago; Charley, a 
farmer one mile south of Belvidere; Anna, wife 
of Sylvester Bowley, of Flora Township; Frank, 
and Fred, before mentioned, who farms in Flora 
Township. On arriving in this country, William 
had but one dollar, and on arriving in Boone 
County he had several thousand dollars, ac¬ 
cumulated by hard work. His first farm con¬ 
sisted of three hundred and twenty acres, and 
the one last purchased of one hundred and ten 
acres, the latter being nearly paid for. His 
widow took charge of this place and paid off the 
indebtedness. 

Frank J. Blake, remained at home until the 
time of his marriage, April 11, 1895, when he 
wedded Ivlttie Frint, born in Flora Township, 
a daughter of Norman and Emily (Lines) Frint, 
the latter also bom in Flora Township, two 
miles south of Belvidere, where her parents had 
settled in 1877. They had lived in the Town¬ 
ship since 1S70, coming from Michigan, where 
Mrs. Frint was born, Mr. Frint being a native 
of New York. Both parents died in Flora, leav¬ 
ing eight sons and four daughters, all of whom 
are living. After his marriage Mr. Blake occu¬ 
pied the A. 0. Witbeck farm seven years, mov¬ 
ing to his present place in 1902. The latter is 
the latie home of John C. . Burton, adjoining 
Belvidere on the south. It consists of forty 
acres, and is devoted to dairying. This Mr. 
Blake rents, but he owns eighty acres in Flora 
Township, • between three and four miles from 
the city, known as “The Robert Swail farm.’’ 
Mr. and Mrs. Blake have two children, Gertrude 
and Hazel, aged ten and eight years, respective¬ 
ly. 

Politically Mr. Blake is a Republican, but Is 
not active in party contests. 







cZlt AR m S 'i ISK f ® eabur y*—Visitors to Boone 

i ?SSa*55£ 

SiSS«5»S 

Township, Boone County, II] April' s jV- 0 ™ 8 

ment land on Bonus Prairie /our mil ° overn ' 
Garden Prairie and J, ” leS uofth °f 

b=». ^'”^,:,rMr e L"r* <i - 

Mn‘o!; Sr nm “ ,,s L “ »W“ ’taii" 

r»- p ^rr sa,i « »• *« rs 

Iowa. lie died ar’r,? eJ “ 0m ' J " wbo !i '’ed in 
his wife having passed «Tay w!^ ea i2iS| : s year8 ' 
but four years nM m, i en lsrael S. was 
born to Mr. and JIr , ■“'SSS 

illllfp 

SSS=3 

cuse, N. Y • Israel * ed fariner of Syra- 

farmer of L f Cabury > and Se ymour j., a 
,n “* 

Republican in politics ami sen °° arc!us was a 
during the Civil War V6d “ S Supervisor 

ber of the Method st IV^ “ faItMw mem - 

Israel Seabury Bogardus niufloj *■ 
of Belvidere, and ,«* e "X » 

« Iowa pnMauw th. latter', J„f“ 1 

teiles. nortbeast of ”T 

■32 

f.™. aoteesteaa. y o r»i: 


HISTORY OF BOONE COUNTY 


Bogardus was married to Ella inmh u 

Michigan and, in 1S40, came to IlUn ?“ rrled in 

death occurred in ic.qo _ , * Lamb’s 

him until 1901 w i 1P ' ? Dd ^ 8 wldow survived 

gsssgs 

Mra. Bogardus; H.r X £died HT 
twelve years; and Eben H tUe age ot 

“Sut^c So r™ 

Bogardus “ i “ P0 " t| “ 1 »■ 

«»iboi o :of :;s f, “ a "■ ™» « 

Potior Grove JJeI1, odl.t EpteoKI Chord, at • 

I 


SSlr-'-s 

was bon. in v r ?P ’ Booue County, I]]., 

"^ 0 » r ' 1 K r. 

Maria (Rtrf°n Parents were William and 

Place of his birth, and lived there unW he 
land in Florl Township" 5'’ “° nthS ’ * reilte(I 

,r"Vo”»'r™»-"“o= 

Sep emh 4 ^o^r 111 Same ‘™ p . 

and Za Caser^ce * S" 1 *^ ° f ™ te 
Coun^Coua., J 0 

**P<tlTk^^ 

S^v^rsz's.vS 





















HISTORY OF BOONE COUNTY 


ily consisted of one son, who died in childhood, 
and a daughter, Lura M. Mrs. Lura Rice mar¬ 
ried as her second husband, Ilavel S. Smith, in 
Flora Township in February, 184S. Mr. Smith 
was one of the oldest settlers of the township, 
and died November 14, 1907, when nearly ninety- 
one years old. 

Mr. and Mrs." Bowen have always resided on 
the farm, where they located at the time of their 
marriage, and where Mrs. Bowen was born. It 
contains one hundred and fifty-five acres of 
land, improved with good buildings. They had a 
daughter, Nellie, who married Fred Hall, and 
died in Belvidere, Ill., September 22, 1892, leav¬ 
ing one child, I-Iomer, whose home is with his 
maternal grandparents, and who graduated from 
DeKalb Normal School. Mrs. Bowen is a 
woman of considerable literary ability, and takes 
a great degree of interest in historical matters, 
being a'member of the Boone County Historical 
Society. Mr. Bowen was treasurer and mana¬ 
ger of the Blood’s Point Creamery for eighteen 
years. 

Politically, Mr. Bowen has always been a Re¬ 
publican. 1-Ie has held the office of township 
collector and assessor, and for many years 
served ns highway commissioner and school di¬ 
rector. Fraternally he is affiliated with the 
Modern Woodmen of America. 

BOWLEY, William.—When a public servant 
combines efficiency, good judgment, conscientious¬ 
ness and kindness of heart, with popularity, he 
usually can command almost any office within 
the gift of his constituents, and none has proven 
this more thoroughly than William Bowley, the 
County Clerk of Boone County, who has succes¬ 
sively filled that very responsible office since 
1894, and never met with any opposition except 
once, when he was returned with so large a ma¬ 
jority that the proportion was seven to one. 
Having filled the office for so long a time, Mr. 
Bowley is thoroughly conversant with its every 
detail and conducts the business as he would a 
private enterprise, giving his personal supervi¬ 
sion to duties other officials leave fo subordi¬ 
nates. By nature congenial, courteous and ac¬ 
commodating, every consideration is shown to 
the public, and those dealing with him and his 
office feel that there Is not another man like him 
In the service of the people. 

Mr. Bowley was born in the county in 1862 
and -was well educated in the public schools, and 


has added to the knowledge he there acquired by 
close observation and intelligent reading. His 
father was one of the pioneer settlers of Boone 
County, and was greatly beloved for his good 
traits of character, many of which his son has 
inherited. In 1890 Mr. Bowley married Ida 
Miller, and no little ones coming into their home, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bowley have adopted three chil¬ 
dren and reared them as their own, namely: 
Gussie, now twenty-three; Bessie, now seven¬ 
teen, and Eldon, now eight. Mr. Bowley is a 
man of wide charity and never stops to ask 
whether the object of his kindness is worthy, 
but assists first, and, then generally forgets to 
make inquiries, believi'ug in keeping the deeds of 
his right hand a secret' from his left. Frater¬ 
nally, he is a member of the Masons, the Knights 
of Pythias, the Modem Woodmen of America, 
and the Royal Arcanum. Politically, he is a ’ 
Republican and a very enthusiastic Worker in 
the party ranks. 

BROWN, Martin Isaac, farmer and dairyman, 
Belvidere Township, Boone County, III. Among 
the citizens of Boone County, men of no other 
nationality take higher rank than do natives of 
England. The reason for this is obvious, for the 
Englishman is more truly the brother of the 
native American than any one except, perhaps, 
the Scotchman or the Irishman. He simply 
stayed longer on the other side of the water, 
and it is comparatively easy for him to become 
in all essential respects almost like one to the 
manor born. It should be borne in mind that, 
if there was ever much prejudice against us in 
England, very little remains and everywhere 
in America the worthy Englishman is hailed as 
a man and a brother. 

Martin Isaac Brown was bom in Somerset¬ 
shire, England, April 12, 1S4S, and was there 
educated and reared to a practical knowledge of 
agriculture. One after another, five of his 
half-brothers and several uncles and cousins, 
came "to the United States, located and sent back 
glowing reports of the country. Edward Cary, 
an Englishman, had come to the States, too, and 
had lived for a time in Boone County. I-Ie re¬ 
turned to England, but in 1872 came back to this 
country. Mr. Brown came with him. For thir¬ 
teen years after his coming, he worked out as 
a farm laborer in Boone and Whiteside Coun¬ 
ties. In 1901 he bought liis present farm'on 
Beaver Creek, four miles west of Belvidere. It 
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consists of one hundred and seventy-two and 
one-half acres, and Is in every way well out¬ 
fitted for profitable operation. The house and 
barn on it were built in 189T by Ollie Whittle. 
For this property Mr. Brown paid sixty dollars 
an acre. He devotes much of his land to general 
farming, but keeps about twenty-five cows, sell¬ 
ing bis milk at the condenser. 

Mr. Brown married Flora M, Burton, October 
6, 1881. Miss Burton was a daughter of Hiram 
and Minerva (Payne) Burton, former residents 
of Bonus Township, where they owned a farm 
which Is now the home of their sou Hermus. 
Mr. Burton receives separate notice in another 
biographical sketch. He is now living at Belvi- 
dere, aged about eighty-seven years. Mr. and 
Mrs. Brown are the parents of the following 
named children: George, Bertha, Elsie and 
Grace, who are members of their household, and 
Laura, who is the wife of Victor Lawson, a 
farmer In Spring Township. Politically Mr. 
Brown is a Republican. As a citizen he takes 
ft helpful interest in all local affairs. Before 
he bought his present farm he for a time owned 
and operated a farm in Bonus Township. 

BROWN, Willis Simpson, general superinten¬ 
dent of the National Sewing Machine Company 
at Belvidere, Boone County, Ill., is one of the 
substantial, conservative business men of this 
locality, and has attained his present prominence 
through his own energy and foresight. Mr. Brown 
was born at Kelloggsvllie, Ashtabula County, 
Ohio, January 31, 1855, a son of William and 
Mary Fletcher (Kinnear) Brown, the former 
of whom was born in Center County, Pa., De¬ 
cember 24, 1816, and the latter in the same lo¬ 
cality September 23, 1820. Until he was fifteen 
years of age, Mr. Brown attended the district 
school at Kelloggsvllie, but at that time left for 
Austtnburg, Ohio, where he took up a course at 
Grand River Institute under Professor Tucker- 
man. After remaining there for two years, he 
went to Geneva, Ohio, and continued his studies 
in mechanical engineering at the Geneva Normal 
School for another two years, but left just before 
his graduation to take a place with his father, 
who was a contractor and builder on a large 
scale. 

In 1874, when the family removed to Geneva, 
Mr. Brown accompanied them and soon became 
connected with the Geneva Sewing Machine Com¬ 
pany of that place. Six years later he removed 


to Erie, Pa., and accepted a position as tool- 
maker, later becoming superintendent with the 
Noble Sewing Machine Company. In 18S4 he con¬ 
nected himself with the Thompson-Houston Elec¬ 
tric Company, at Lynn, Mass., and was directly 
under Elihu Thompson, the great electrician. 
Later, when he was offered the position of su¬ 
perintendent of a branch’of the New England 
Brush Company, of Boston, Mass., he severed 
his connection with the former concern, but 
within a few months left the latter to embark 
in business for himself nt Friendship, 'N. Y„ with 
George' A. Maye and Stephen A. Holbrook, of 
Belmont, N. Y. In 188S he came to Belvidere to 
accept a position 'with the June Manufacturing 
Company, where he has since continued, remain-' 
ing with that concern when it was merged into 
the National Sewing Machine Company. When 
lie was first connected with this company it was 
•as expert, tool-maker, but he was soon advanced 
to the position of foreman of the tool room. His 
unusual capacity and ability being recognized, 
he was rapidly promoted to be master mechanic 
and in 1894 was made superintendent, and finally 
was made general superintendent of the entire 
establishment, which position he continues to oc¬ 
cupy to the entire satisfaction of his employers 
and fellow employes. Mr. Brown has a very 
thorough and practical knowledge of every de¬ 
tail of the work, and is therefore peculiarly well 
fitted for liis position. 

On February 20, 1877, Mr. Brown was mar¬ 
ried to Lillian Carine Pettey,, at Geneva, Ohio, 
and the following children hiive been bom to 
them: Richard Ralph, born nt Geneva, Decem¬ 
ber C, 1879; Elizabeth May, born at Erie, Jan¬ 
uary 29, 18S4; Mollle, born at Friendship, April 
4, 1SS7; Willis Simpson, Jr., born at Belvidere, 
February 21, 1890; Byron Pettey, bora at Belvi- 
dere, June 6, 1894. In politics, Mr. Brown is a 
Republican, and fraternally is a member of Bel¬ 
videre Lodge No. 60, A. F. & A. M.; Kishwaukee 
Chapter No. 90, R. A. M.; Crusader Comrnan- 
dery, No. 17, Rockford, Ill., K. T.; Tebala Tem¬ 
ple A. A. O. N. M. S., and Adeline Chapter No. 
118, O. E. S. Mr. and Mrs. Brown have a de¬ 
lightful home at No. 954 East Lincoln Avenue, 
Belvidere, where they dispense a charming host 
pitality to their many friends. 

BUCK, Clinton W., farmer, Flora Township. 
Boone County, Ill. Formerly, any man, however 
ignorant or well equipped, who plowed, plant- 
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ed, harrowed and garnered, was by grace called 
a'farmer. The farming of today rests as truly 
upon scientific principles as does the work of the 
miner or of the chemist, and a glance at a cen¬ 
sus report would convince the most casual In¬ 
vestigator that farming is the greatest business 
of the age, not only because all other kinds of 
business would perish without it, but because it 
is, in fact, the largest industry now command¬ 
ing the devotion of any class of our people. 
One of the scientific and successful farmers of 
Boone County is the gentleman whose name is 
the title of this brief article. 

Clinton W. Buck was born on a farm in Erie 
County, Pa., April 4, 1851, a son of Truman and 
Eliza (Drown) Buck, natives of the State of 
New York. In 1853, when he was about two 
years old, he was brought by his parents to 
Winnebago County, Ill., where for about two 
years he lived in Cherry Valley. Then his fath¬ 
er settled on Section 18, Flora Township, on the 
farm where Clinton W. now lives. There his 
father died aged about sixty-six years, and his 
mother aged about seventy-three years. Of 
their eleven children, lie was the ninth in order 
of birth. Beared to manhood on the farm 
which has been his home since he was four years 
old, he early acquired a practical working 
knowledge of general farming and stock-raising, 
meanwhile gaining a practical education in the 
common school. His life has been a busy and 
successful one, and he is now the owner of one 
hundred and seventy-five acres of Improved and 
productive land, on which he has erected up-to- 
date buildings which would be a credit to any 
farm in the county. 

March 20, 1872, Mr. Buck married Miss Clara 
L. Vincent, who was born in Wisconsin, March 
18. 1854, a daughter of Thomas and Charlotte 
(Smith) Vincent. Thomas A'incent was bom 
in Canada, while his wife was a native of Eng¬ 
land. They both died in Livingston County, 
Ill., the latter In January, 1876, aged forty-two 
years. This worthy couple had eleven children 
of whom Mrs. Buck was the second in order of 
birth. 

Mr. .and Mrs. Buck have had thirteen children, 
eleven of whom are living, Josie I. and one son 
having died In infancy. Lydia M. is the wife of 
William Gnakon; Effle B. married Thomas At¬ 
kin; Stella J. is the wife of Henry Cassidy; 
Flora E. married William Baxter; Nellie F. is 
Mrs. William Stupfel; and Clara E. married 


Elmer Bates. The remaining living children are 
Clinton R., Earl C., Eunice E., David A. and 
Delbert W. Mr. Buck is a member of the Ma¬ 
sonic fraternity, and devoted to the beneficent 
principles of that great order. As a public-spir¬ 
ited citizen he takes an active and helpful part 
in all local affairs, lending his influence to and 
advancing to the extent of his ability such meas¬ 
ures as he deems beneficial to the welfare of any 
large class of his fellow citizens. 

The reader’s attention is called to a sketch of 
Truman Buck, which appears in an adjoining 
section of this work. 

BUCK, Truman, (deceased), Flora Township, 
Boone County, Ill. In all parts of our country 
the people gladly award to the pioneer due praise 
for the part which he performs iu the work of 
settlement and development. Space here does 
not admit of any adequate account of the labors 
and hardships of this cinss, but the writer can¬ 
not pass by an opportunity, in this connection 
every way appropriate, to pay brief but earn¬ 
est tribute to men who, like Truman Buck, paved 
the way for such wonderful progress and pros¬ 
perity as is today manifest in Northern Illinois. 

Born in Otsego County, N. Y., at a place 
named Fredonia (which must not be confounded 
with Fredonia in Chautauqua County), May 22, 
1811, a son of Joseph S. and Betsy (Eastwood) 
Buck, he died January 26, 1S77. after a very 
useful if not'a very long life. His parents were 
natives of Vermont and his father lived to be 
eighty-six years old. The son married-Eliza 
Drown, a daughter of Solomon Drown, of Par- 
sonsfield, York County, Me., and a grand¬ 
daughter of John Drown, who gallantly risked 
his life for the cause of the Colonies in the 
Revolutionary struggle. She was born lu Wayne 
County, N. Y., August 15, 1817, and died. May 
30, 1802. Her father moved in 1816 to Ver¬ 
mont and in 1832 to Erie County, Pa., and three 
years later to Seneca County, Ohio. Her mother 
was Elizabeth Hatch. 

Mr. and Mrs. Truman Buck married in Erie 
County, Pa., and in 1853 emigrated to Illinois 
and located at Cherry Valley, Winnebago County. 
They came by way of the lakes to Chicago, from 
which city Mr. Buck drove his own team to his 
destination. He did not come to Illinois as a 
stranger at this time, for he had come out be¬ 
fore to “view the land.” He lived at. Cherry 
Valley two years and in 1S55 removed to his 
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farm in Flora Township, new land in the west¬ 
ern part of the township which he improved into 
a fine two hundred and fort}' acre farm, the 
same on which his son Clinton W. now lives. 
Always interested in educational matters, he was 
instrumental immediately after his settlement 
in establishing a school which in time became 
known as the Buck school. As a farmer he was 
notably successful, and as a citizen he was pub¬ 
lic spirited and in every sense of the word lib¬ 
erally helpful. He died in 1877, his widow fol¬ 
lowing him in 1892. They had children as fol¬ 
lows: Elizabeth L., who is Mrs. Henry R. Van 
Eppes, -of Teoria; Mary J., who is the widow of 
Abial L. Adams and lives at Belvldere; Eliza, 
who died soon after attaining to young woman¬ 
hood; Joseph S.. wbo is engaged in the agricul¬ 
tural implement trade at Sioux Falls, S. D.; 
William I?., a retired farmer living at Rock¬ 
ford; Emma, who is Mrs. George H. Grummon, 
of Belvidere; Clinton W., a detailed sketch of 
whom appears in these pages; and Horace, who 
is a farmer in Pocahontas Qoiinty, la. Mr. 
and Mrs. Buck were original members of the 
Baptist Church at Cherry Valley. In politics 
Mr. Buck was a Republican from the organiza¬ 
tion of the Republican party until his death. 

Abial L. Adams, who married Mary Jane Buck, 
was born in Onondaga County, N. V., i n 1S29 
and was drowned in the river at Belvidere July 
14, 1839, when he was about thirty years old 
and less than tw r o years after his marriage. He 
was a commission merchant and grain buyer, a 
man of fine abilities who, had he lived, would 
doubtless have made his mark in the business 
world. After his death his widow lived in the 
old family home until after her mother passed 
away. She inherited a share of the old home¬ 
stead and, after living for some years at Peoria, 
returned to Belvidere. Her son, Frank e! 
Adams, now' a retired farmer, formerly occupied 
a part of the old Buck farm. 

BURTON, Hiram, retired farmer, Belvidere, 
Boone County, Ill, There is something in the 
soil or atmosphere of Vermont that seems to 
impart, to men and women born there, some 
qualities of character which enter most force¬ 
fully and abundantly into the making of good 
citizens. Almost without exception, men from 
Vermont are thrifty, honest, progressive and 
patriotic. As farmers the knowledge which 
they acquired there on farming on a small scale, 


stands them in good stead when they branch 
out m big farming on the broad, deep and rich 
western prairies. The subject of this sketch 
obtained his first lessons in agriculture in the 
State mentioned, and from 1856 until a few 
•years ago very successfully operated a farm in 
Bonus Township. 


Hiram Burton, born in Vermont, September 
19, 1821, was a son of Stephen and Hannah Bur¬ 
ton, natives of that State who, however, ended 
their days in New' Fork State. They were 
blessed with a good old-fashioned family of 
eleven children. Hiram Burton married, July 
17, 1853, Minerva Payne, a daughter of Daniel 
and Mahal a (Sweet) Payne, Miss Payne wrns 
born in the State of New York, May 29, 1S25, 
her parents, being natives of tbe Empire State! 
who settled in Boone County in 1850, and each 
of whom lived to be eighty-three years old. 

Mr. and Mrs. Burton became the parents of 
children named ns follows: Pluma, who mar¬ 
ried M. G. Gurney; Flora M., tbe wife of Martin 
I. Brown, of Belvidere Township, who receives 
special mention in a biographical w r ay on an¬ 
other page; Daniel R„ living m the State of 
Washington, and I-Iermus, on his father's old 
homestead in Bonus Towuship. 

Mr. Burton, now about eighty-seven years old, 
is living in retirement in Belvidere, His good 
wife died November 24, 1900. They were 
life-long members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Since the organization of the Repub¬ 
lican party he has voted and exerted his in¬ 
fluence for its men and measures. 


CARPENTER, Richard V., was born in Chi¬ 
cago, November 22, 1S71. He attended the pub¬ 
lic schools and graduated from the West Divis¬ 
ion High School in 1891. After being employed 
for a short time as a chemist at the Illinois 
Steel Company’s plant at South Chicago, he be¬ 
came a teacher of chemistry and physics in the 
West Division High School and taught there for 
three years. In September, 1S95, he commenced 
studying law in the Chicago College of Law and 
was admitted to the bar Juno. 1897. During tbe 
first part of bis law course he was employed 
during tbe day in the law' office of Newman, 
Northrup & Levinson, and in September, 1S9C, 
became connected with the office of the Board 
of Election Commissioners of the city of Chi¬ 
cago. He remained with the election office until 
the summer of 1S99 and has had more or less 
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connection with, it up to the present time, in 
matters of a legal nature. Mr. Carpenter has 
written a book on the Primary Law and a Di¬ 
gest of the Supreme and Appellate Court decis¬ 
ions concerning elections, and has made a spe¬ 
cial study of election law. In 1897, while still 
connected with the election office, he commenced 
the practice of law with Arthur F. Appleton, 
and they occupied offices in the Ashland Block 
and afterwards in the Title and Trust Building. 
In the spring of 1899, together with Charles S. 
Kucker and Mr. Appleton, Mr. Carpenter came 
to Belvidere and continued the practice of law. 
Since 1903, he has been practicing alone, his 
practice largely concerning real estate titles, 
chancery matters and the settlement of estates. 
During Mr, Carpenter’s connection with the 
Election Commissioners’ office, Judge Orrin N. 
Carter, as County Judge of Cook County, was 
at the head of the office and, upon Judge Car¬ 
ter's election to the Illinois Supreme bench in 
1900, Mr. Carpenter became his assistant, spend¬ 
ing about one-third of the time in Chicago. In 
1903 he superintended the making of the Tract 
Indexes for the Boone County Abstract Com¬ 
pany, of which he is secretary and manager. He 
was also secretary of the Columbia Heating 
Company, when it was owned by the Belvidere 
stockholders. He is a member of the Presbyte¬ 
rian Church of Belvidere and was for two years 
superintendent of the Sunday school. He is a 
Republican in politics and is secretary of the 
County Central Committee. He occupies a suite 
of offices in the Foote Building, with John C. 
Foote. He is a member of Belvidere Lodge, and 
of Kishwaukee Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, 
also of the Royal Arcanum, North American 
Union, Illinois Historical Society, and the legal 
fraternity Phi Delta Phi. Aside from his busi¬ 
ness Mr. Carpenter’s yhobby has been Illinois 
history, and he has ' also spent considerable 
time in looking up his family history. William 
Carpenter, the first of the family in America, set¬ 
tled in Rehoboth, Mass.,, in 1638, and the dif¬ 
ferent generations have moved westward by way 
of Woodstock, Conn.; Brimfield, Mass.; Clinton 
and New Hartford, N. X. His father, Charles H. 
Carpenter, came to Chicago in 1S65, where he 
engaged in the wholesale carriage goods busi¬ 
ness. Several of the Belvidere carriage makers, 
including Messrs. Dawson, Wing and McDowell, 
remember -doing businessc with the elder Mr. 
Carpenter. 


Mr. Carpenter married, in 1904, at Evansville, 
Ind., Anna Zuppann, of Warsaw, Ill. They have 
one son, Richard Albert Carpenter, born in 1905. 
They live on the North side, in Belvidere. Mr. 
Carpenter is a member of the Belvidere Library 
Board and of the North Side School Board. 

CASE, David L., farmer, Flora Township, 
Boone County, Ill., comes of stock long identified 
with the beautiful and historical Hudson River 
country of New Fork. His parents were born 
in Rensselaer County, in that State, not far 
from the thriving city of Troy, and lived there 
until about 1845, when they settled in Winnebago 
County, Ill. There his father, Aruon Case, died 
November 2, 1SS3, aged sixty-seven years, his 
mother January 10, 1008, aged eighty-three 
years. They bad five children, thus named in 
the order of their birth: Amy Jane, Charles C., 
David L., Joseph S.. and Sarah E. Amy Jane 
died aged about three years. Sarah E. is the 
wife of D. W. Cook, of Beatrice, Neb. 

David L. Case, third child of Amon and 
Mary Jane (Lamb) Case, was born on the old 
family homestead in Winnebago County, Ill., 
July 29, 1350. He was brought up to the life 
and labors of the farm, received his education 
in common schools and was a member of the 
household of his parents until in 1S73, when he 
’married Miss Alchee Cottrell. His wife lived 
only about two years, and he married, February 
22, 1877, Miss Emma A. Wheeler, a daughter of 
Hanson and Esther Augusta (Grout) Wheeler, 
and a native of Winchendon, Mass., born May 
S, 1S53. Hanson Wheeler was a native of New 
Hampshire, his wife was bom in Massachusetts. 
They came to Illinois in 1854 and settled in 
Winnebago County. There Mr. Wheeler died in 
1801, aged forty-five years, bis wife in 1896, 
aged seventy years. They were the parents of 
seven children named in the order of their birth, 
Sophia, Carrie, Emma A., Helen, Willet and 
Cyrus (twins), and Agnes. Mr. Case settled on 
his present farm in Flora Township in 1873. He 
has been markedly successful as a farmer and 
stockraiser and as a business man, now owning 
nine hundred and twenty-nine acres in Boone 
and Winnebago Counties. 

Politically, Mr. Case is a Republican. His In¬ 
terest in national affairs is equaled only by his 
interest in all those matters which have to do 
with the progress nnd prosperity of his town¬ 
ship and county. For fourteen years he filled 
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the office of township assessor of Flora Town¬ 
ship with signal ability and fidelity and he has 
performed the duties of other township offices 
with no less credit to himself than to his party. 
He is a devoted member of the Masonic frater¬ 
nity. He and his wife are communicants of the 
Freewill Baptist Church and for many years 
be has been superintendent of his Sunday school, 
and in all church work they are notably active 
and helpful. 

Mr. and Mrs. Case have two daughters—Eliza¬ 
beth, who is the wife of Dr. Charles Klontz, of 
Cherry' Valley, III., and Mabel Esther, who mar¬ 
ried Albert Martin and lives at Green Bay, Wis. 

CASEY, George, (deceased), formerly a well 
known and successful farmer in Flora Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, Ill., was born in Philadel¬ 
phia, Pa., July 12, 1853. When ten years old 
he was brought by his parents, James and Jo¬ 
hanna Casey, to Boone County, where they lo¬ 
cated two miles from Irene in Flora Township, 
and later into DeKalb County, where the 
mother still lives, the father having passed away 
in 18SS. George was the eldest of their family, 
•but he had four brothers: William, now of Flora 
Township; James, deceased; John, deceased; 
Joseph, now of DeKalb, and cue sister, Cather¬ 
ine, also deceased. The early life of George was 
spent on the home farm, where he remained until 
he reached the age of forty years. From the 
time when he was twenty-one, he had conducted 
the farming operations. On November 29, 1893, 
he was married at Belvidere, Ill., to Jennie Mc- 
Cane, a daughter of James and Sarah (Wilson) 
McCane, and born in Bonus Township. Her 
mother died when she was three years old, and 
her father died on the farm in Bonus Township, 
four miles east of Belvidere, March 16, 1903, in 
his seventy-ninth year. He was bom in County 
Armagh, Ireland, and at the age of twenty-one 
came to the United States, passing three years 
in Philadelphia. Thence he moved to Illinois, 
working on a farm until his marriage to Sarah 
Wilson at Belvidere in 1859. Mrs. McCane was 
bom in Canada and died in 1808. The second 
wife of Mr. McCane was Celia Manley, who sur¬ 
vived him two years. 

After his .marriage Mr-. Casey moved to the 
farm which he had owned several years, situated 
three miles north of Irene and six miles south¬ 
west of Belvidere, which he operated until his 


withdrawal from active pursuits. He died in 
Belvidere March 25, 1905. His farm consisted 
of 160 acres, on which he had erected buildings 
before his marriage, and there he passed the 
greater part of his later life engaged in general 
farming, his labors being rewarded with de¬ 
served success. On moving to Belvidere he built 
a very neat residence, which he occupied in com¬ 
fort and contentment until his final sickness. 
Of the family born to him and his wife but one 
is living, John J., aged ten years. Both parents 
were reared in the Catholic faith, Mrs. Casey 
always attending St, James Catholic Church, of 
Belvidere, of which her father was one of the 
original members. 

CASEY, William H., a resident of Boone 
County, Ill., for nearly sixty years, and one of 
the 'best known and most worthy farmers of 
Flora Township, was born in Philadelphia, Pa., 
September 3, 1855. His parents, James and 
Johanna Casey, who were natives of Ireland, 
came to the United States early in the '50s, and 
on leaving Pennsylvania proceeded to Illinois, 
settling in Boone County, where they first located 
in Belvidere Township. After living there four 
years they moved to Flora Township, which was 
their home many years. Next, they passed four 
years in Bonus Township, and finally moved to 
Kingston, DeKalb County, where James Casey 
died, February 7, 1889. His birth occurred 
December 25, 1812. He and his wife had six 
children, William H. Casey, who was the second 
bom of the number, was between two and three 
years old when his parents arrived in Boone 
County, and since then he has lived most of the 
time in Flora Township. He has always fc'- 
lowed farming, and is the owner of ninety acre ' 
of land. 

On February 22, 1894, Mr. Casey was married, 
in Belvidere, Ill., to Cora E. Wilcox, who was 
bom in Flora Township, October 1, 1846, a 
daughter of Henry A. and Susan (Oakes) Wil¬ 
cox, old residents of the township, where Mrs. 
Wilcox died November 8, 1873, in her thirty- 
second year. Henry A. Wilcox was bom in 
Chautauqua County, N. Y., December 24, 1837, 
and was brought to Boone County, Ill., in 1844. 
Of the family of six children born to him and 
his wife, Mrs. Casey was the eldest. 

Mr. and Mrs. Casey are the parents of two 
children, Franklin and Nettie G. Politically, 
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Mr. Casey is independent and has held the 
office of school director for a number of years. 
Fraternally he is affiliated with the M. W. A. 

CHESTER, Oscar L., President of the Capron 
Bank, Capron, Boone Township, Boone County, 
Ill. From the families of the Norwegian set¬ 
tlers in Boone County, a stock industrious and 
progressive, have -come men who have attained 
to more than average prominence in the commu¬ 
nity. It is probable that none of these is better 
or more widely known, or more favorably re¬ 
garded by his fellow citizens, than the gentle¬ 
man whose name appears above. In all essen¬ 
tial respects he is a self-made man, for his suc- 
' cess in life has been achieved by sheer force of 
character and by the exercise of the very best of 
those principles which must, anywhere, enter 
into the constitution of the prosperous and pro¬ 
gressive business man. 

Oscar L. Chester was bch in LeRoy Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, a fe i miles north of Cap¬ 
ron, March 5, 3S04, a son of Law:ence and Anna 
(Olson) Chester, natives of Norway. His father 
came to the United States in the early ’40s—to 
be exact, sometime between 1S42 and 1S44—and 
married in LeRoy Township. His wife had 
come over from Norway with her parents, and 
ber mother’s home was in Manchester Township. 
His brother Seeger, and his sister Carrie, now 
the widow of Ole Forgersen. came with him and 
they settled side by side in the woods in LeRoy 
Township, where they took up government land. 
Mr. Chester prospered in the face of many dif¬ 
ficulties and came in time to own a farm of two 
hundred nnd eighty acres in Illinois and other 
farms in Iowa and Minnesota. He began in a 
log house on forty acres with no capital but his 
two hands and a good head for business, for he 
/had learned no trade and had no means of pick¬ 
ing up money on the outside, and early In his 
career, even before his land was cleared, one of 
his arms was torn off at the shoulder by a 
thresher and from that time the number of his 
hands was smaller by one-half. He erected good 
buildings and made one of the best farms in the 
vicinity, giving considerable attention to stock. 
He died at the age of fifty-two years, when his 
son, Oscar, had just attained his majority, his 
untimely death having been caused by the kick 
of a horse. 

Of the thirteen children of Lawrence and 
Anna (Olson) Chester, eight grew to maturity. 


Seven of his sons are living, six of them near 
the place of their birth. After Mr. Chester 
died, Charles, his eldest son, managed the farm 
until the younger brothers came in time to take 
his place. About 1S91 he moved to Lake Benton, 
Lincoln, County, Minn., where his mother is living 
at an advanced age. John Chester is now man¬ 
aging the Chester homestead and Frank is living 
there also. Lawrence Chester, in spite of his 
handicaps, achieved a success as great as that of 
any of bis fellow countrymen who settled' in the 
vicinity and won the respect of all who knew 
him. His ruling characteristics were ambition 
and persistency, but he prospered by labor, not 
at the expense of others. In politics, he was a 
Republican. His brother. -Seeger Chester, im¬ 
proved a farm and died about twenty years ago, 
but none of his family are left in LeRoy Town¬ 
ship. His sister, Carrie (Mrs. Ole Forgersen) 
lives at Capron. 

Oscar L. Chester, remained on the Chester 
homestead until he was seventeen years old, 
then went to Capron and became a partner of 
II. IT. Stowe’s in the ownership and manage¬ 
ment of a general store. He succeeded to the 
entire business four years later and continued it 
fri two decades. He erected sightly ■ and sub¬ 
stantial buildings in the center of the village and 
,'had practically the business of the town. His 
neighbors confided their money to his care and 
sought lils'financial advice and assistance so fre¬ 
quently that he was gradually led into what was 
practically a banking business; and, selling his 
store to Robert Johnson, In September, 1905, he 
became assistant cashier in the Capron Bank, of 
which he became president July 1, 1907. He 
loans much money outside of the bank, and his 
financial affairs and the care of a farm in Boone 
Township which he owns demand his entire at¬ 
tention. He is an ardent Republican and as 
such has often been a delegate to conventions 
and a member of important party committees. 
His public spirit has impelled him to promote to 
the extent of his ability all measures which, in 
his opinion, have promised to benefit his village 
and township. He married, when he was twen¬ 
ty-four years old, Miss Anna Eillngson, daughter 
of Elem Ellingson, of Capron, a biographical 
sketch of whom appears in this volume. No 
children have been born to them, but they have 
a twelve-year-old adopted daughter, EImn, .who 
has been under their loving care since she wns a 
child of five. 




840 


HISTORY OF BOONE COUNTY 


CLINITE, Charles W., farmer and stock-raiser, 
Flora Township, Boone County Ill. In war, as 
well as in peace, the German has shown himself 
to be a worthy citizen of America. Industrious, 
progressive, a promoter of education and a lover 
of liberty, be has patriotically risen to every de¬ 
mand upon him. and his example has been al¬ 
ways for thrift and advancement. Such a cit¬ 
izen was Jacob Clinite, a native of Wurtemberg, 
Germany, who came early in life to America and 
married Caroline Earnest, a native of Pennsyl¬ 
vania. This worthy couple, who came to Boone 
County in 3.851, settling on Section 33, in Flora 
Township, were the parents of the subject of this 
sketch. 

Jacob Clinite remained on his farm in Flora 
Township for a year or two after the death of 
his wife, which occurred April 22, 1892, when 
she was about sixty-two years old. The last 
year or two of his life he spent at Belvidere, 
where he died December 30, 1896, when he was 
about sixty-nine years old. He was the father 
of ten children, of whom Charles W. Clinite was 
the fourth in order of birth. Charles was reared 
on his father's homestead and educated in pub¬ 
lic schools near by. He gained an intimate 
knowledge of farming and stock-raising, to. 
which he has devoted all of his active years so 
successfully that he is now the owner of two 
hundred and thirty-five acres of valuable land 
in Boone and Winnebago Counties. He married 
at Belvidere, Ill., in February, 18S0, Miss Lily 
T. Taylor; a native of Ohio, who died in Flora 
Township in September, 1890, leaving him a son 
named Raymond G. Clinite. Mr. Clinite mar¬ 
ried Miss Angie White, a native of Christian 
County, III., December 1G, 1895, and she has 
borne him six children, named as follows in or¬ 
der of birth: William L., James J., Charles L., 
Marvin, Ruth and Paul F. Mr. Clinite has taken 
an active interest in township affairs. Mrs, 
Clinite is a useful member of the Methodist Epis¬ 
copal church. There is no man in Flora Town¬ 
ship who more richly deserves the success that 
he has achieved than does Mr. Clinite. As a 
farmer and stock-raiser he has an intimate know¬ 
ledge of everything that be should know. He 
never leaves undone anything that he should do, 
not the smallest thing does he leave to chance. 
Always alert and intent upon producing the best 
results, he plans wisely and carries out his plans 
so carefully and systematically that, barring 
such circumstances as no one can foresee, his suc¬ 


cess is absolutely certain. His public spirit is 
recognized by all his fellow citizens, and his 
helpfulness is not only conceded but highly ap¬ 
preciated by those among whom his lot in life has 
been cast. 

COCHRAN, J.ohn, one of the retired residents 
of Belvidere and venerable pioneers of Boone 
County, was born in Atkinson, Piscataquis 
County. Maine. October 5, 1S29. The family 
originated in America with .Peter and John Coch¬ 
ran (twins), who came from Scotland to 
Maine, and John became the father of Samuel 
Cochran, and the grandfather of John Cochran. 
John Cochran made a home out of the wilderness 
thirty miles north of Bangor, Maine, being a pio¬ 
neer of that locality. The second John was the 
eldest of the family and, at the age of fourteen 
years, started for Boone County,, Ill., with a 
member of the family and neighbor, James 
Hayes. Samuel Cochran went to Cleveland, 
Ohio, visited friends there, and returned to At¬ 
kinson, Maine. Another old nelgbhor, Elijah 
Robinson, an uncle of the subject of this sketch, 
had gone to Boone County one year previous, 
and so, in 1843, the Cochrans and James Hayes 
families took horse teams and traveled 2,000 
miles overland. The trip was made via New 
York along the Erie Canal to Buffalo. From 
Buffalo to the vicinity of Chicago, they expected 
to go by the Lakes, but were forced to keep to 
their teams until they reached the New York 
& Erie Canal, finally landing near Chicago and 
thence going to Boone County. In the meanwhile 
Elijah Robinson, who had come to Illinois one 
year earlier, was living in Flora Township near 
the' DeKalb County line. Young John’s step¬ 
mother died in Maine of consumption before 
they started west, and the party now consisted 
of the father, John and Andrew J., a seven-year- 
old son. Samuel Cochran bought a claim of 
eighty acres of Jonathan Young, and with his 
son John’s help during the next year put up a 
log house, the first building on his property. The 
settlement was known as Blood’s Point, it being 
named for Moses Blood, who had settled at the 
point of timber, although later he had sold out 
and moved away. This is now the northern lim¬ 
it of the edge of timber six miles north of the 
river. After building the house, a little land 
was broken for wheat and gradually the whole 
farm was cultivated. This log house was the 
family residence for seven years. To it, in 
March, 1S44, John Cochran brought his bride, 
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Miss Lois Russell, who had come to her brother 
from Lowell, Mass., where she had been a factory 
girl. This homestead became the property of 
their son, Ebenezer W. Cochran. The final 
years of John Cochran’s life were spent among 
his children, and he died at Castlewood, S. D., 
aged ninety-seven years, having survived his 
wife six years. His children were: John, An¬ 
drew J., who settled in Guthrie County, Iowa, 
and died at the age of sixty-nine years; Asenath 
J., who married Willis Case, of Washington, D. 
C., a Civil War veteran and Clerk in the Treas¬ 
ury Department; Sarah, married Samuel Robin¬ 
son, and both died young; Melvina, married Hen¬ 
derson Ice and now lives at Castlewood, S. D. 

John Cochran, son of John above mentioned, 
remained at home until seventeen, helping his 
father, and then worked by the month until he 
was twenty-four, at different times in the lumber 
camps of Wisconsin. After the logs were made 
into lumber at Chippewa Falls, Wis., they were 
rafted down the river to St. Louis. He secured 
but little schooling and his life was a rough one, 
but he made more money than would have been 
possible by farming, but when he married he left 
the business. On September 20, 1S53, he mar¬ 
ried Emily Whiting, a daughter of Leonard and 
Betsy (Hersey) Whiting, of Blood’s Point. Mrs. 
Cochran was also born in Maine, and was 
brought to Boone County when a child. For a 
year Mr. Cochran worked on his father-in-law’s 
farm, and then bought a farm of one hundred 
acres and improved it. Later on he bought the 
Whiting farm, and still later bought a farm at 
Graves’* Corners, Flora Township. In 1S9S, Mr. 
Cochran sold his farm and came to Belvidere. 
In addition to his home in .Belvidere, he owns a 
farm and is a man of substance. He has always 
been a Republican, but takes no prominent part 
in politics, and is connected with no church or 
fraternities. His hobby has been the raising of 
fine horses, and he was one of the officials of the 
Boone County Fair Association, acting as Super¬ 
intendent of the Horse Department For fifty 
years he has missed but one year as an exhibitor 
and has carried off first prizes a number of 
times. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cochran have had the following 
named children: Marinda, who married Leroy 
Royal and died at thirty-five, leaving four chil¬ 
dren; Sarah, at home, is a dressmaker; Leslie 
C., Is now a farmer in Flora Township, although 


an expert creamery operator; Odell J., is on the 
homestead; Lloyd E., is commercial traveler for 
the Eaton Shoe Company, a Brockton factory, 
with offices in Boston, his territory taking him 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific twice a year, 
during which he covers annually some 20,000 
miles. 

C0H00N, Orville S., Flora Township, Boone 
County, Ill., has been, in turn, merchant, car¬ 
penter and builder, and farmer. His family. 
name is the variation of a name long prominent 
in Great Britain and America. In a modern 
sense he is of that active and efficient old New 
York stock whicli is so important an element in 
the population of the Middle West and, indeed, 
of our whole country from oceaii to ocean. His 
parents, John and Fannie (Wait) Coboou, were 
both natives of the State of New York. In due 
time the family removed to Erie County, Pa., 
where, in Green Township, the subject of this 
sketch was bom, October 29, 1833. He was 
educated in the public schools, passed his child¬ 
hood days and his youth after the manner of 
country boys of his time and locality, and was 
early accustomed to useful work. In 1S52, when 
nineteen years old, he accompanied his father 
and other members of the family to Porter 
County, Ind., but in August of the following 
year came to Boone County, Ill., his father ar¬ 
riving in January, 1S54. 

Settling'at Belvidere, the elder Coboou, with 
John Allen as a business partner, in 1S54 bought 
forty acres of land now included in the southern 
part of tlie city. They proceeded immediately 
to lay it off into town lots, which they eventual¬ 
ly sold at an advantage, thus evidencing their 
foresight and enterprise. In 1857, Mr. Cohoon 
located on a fine farm within the limits of Flora 
Township and about a mile south of Belvidere. 
There he achieved a considerable success and 
lived until 1895, when he died in the eighty- 
fourth year of his age. His wife died aged three¬ 
score and ten years of age in 1S7G. Of their 
three children, Orville S., was the eldest. 

Soon after coming to Boone 'County, Orville 
S. engaged in merchandising at Belvidere as a 
member of the firm of P. P. Pierce & Co., which 
existed for two years. Afterward he turned his 
attention to carpentering and soon branched out 
as a builder. Houses erected on Second and 
Whitney Streets and Logan Avenue became 
monuments to his skill and enterprise. It was 
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in the fall of 1S5G that he settled finally on the 
farm which he has since owned and operated. 
It was at that time awaiting many improvements, 
which he made on it, one after another, until he 
brought it to a high state of cultivation, erect¬ 
ing thereon good buildings and otherwise mak¬ 
ing it one of the most convenient and attractive 
in its vicinity. 

March IS, .1857, Mr. Cohoon married Miss 
Juliette Wooster, a native and resident of Beloit, 
Wis., who died in 1S64. His present wife, whom 
he married January 25, 1S65. was Miss Anna 
H. Fieltl, a native of Niagara Falls, N. Y., born 
October 0, 1820. Though Mr. Cohoon had borne 
to him no children, he has reared several, giving 
them practical education and a creditable start 
in life. He is a man of public spirit, deeply in¬ 
terested In national affairs, in popular education 
aud in the advancement of Christianity. He 
lias been active in the management of the affairs 
of his township, and has filled with credit and 
ability several township office's. Politically he 
is an independent, ready at all times to support 
such men and measures as he believes will best 
serve the public interest. In his religious af¬ 
filiations lie is a Methodist. And now .he aud 
Mrs. C. eat, drink and sleep in the old home on 
the old farm, this litli day of October, 190S. 

COLEMAN, Frank.—After nearly a quarter of 
a century engaged in the same line of business, 
Mr. Frank Coleman of Capron, Ill., can lay claim 
to being one of the oldest manufacturers and 
merchants of his locality, and he enjoys a trade 
built up on honest work and good service. On 
February 8, 187G, Mr. Coleman succeeded to the 
business of S. J. Johnson, successor to Edward 
Funiss, harnessmaker, and with his brother, 
J. B. Coleman, formed the firm of Coleman Bros. 
Frank Coleman had learned the trade of car¬ 
riage painting and trimming in Pennsylvania, 
where he was born at Asbury, May 19, 1851, 
He remained in the place of his birth until he 
was seventeen and then went to Turbutville, Pa., 
and worked at his trade until 1S74, when he 
came wmst to visit his brother, J. B. Coleman, 
who was a shoemaker and located in Capron. 
After a short stay, Mr. Coleman returned to 
Pennsylvania, but liking the West, he came back 
and finally located in Capron and learned the 
harnessmaking trade with S. J. Johnson. The 
partnership of the brothers continued eight years, 
and then Mr. Coleman became the sole proprie¬ 


tor and has continued alone ever since. His 
brother died in Capron, aged sixty. 

Mr. Coleman has devoted himself to his busi¬ 
ness and has a good trade. He has kept free of 
politics, but is a very prominent Mason, being a 
member of Harvard Chapter, R. A. M.; the 
Woodstock Commandery, K. T., and the Tabella 
Temple Mystic Shriners. He has been a Mason 
for twenty-five years, and for twenty-one years 
has been treasurer of his lodge. In 1S8S he at¬ 
tended the National Encampment of Knights 
Templar. On May 15, 1S90, Mr. Coleman was 
married to X. E. Wilcox, daughter of George 
Wilcox, a carpenter, who now lives retired at 
Capron. Mrs. Coleman was one of the popular 
teachers of Capron and vicinity prior to her mar¬ 
riage, and she and her husband have many 
warm friends. 

CONGER, Jefferson.—Retired from active 
participation in the agricultural industries 
which claimed his attention for so many years 
and won for him the comfortable income he now 
enjoys, Jefferson Conger is now making his 
home in Belvidere. and is one of its most re¬ 
spected citizens. He was born near Al¬ 
bany. X. Y., March 30, 1830, and in 1855 
came to Belvidere with his parents, John 
and Eliza Ann Conger. They were both 
natives of New York, and the father was a car¬ 
penter by trade. After coming to Boone Coun¬ 
ty they selected ICO acres just south of the vil¬ 
lage, paying ?40 per acre for it. It had been 
improved and had on it a house 16x24 feet. In 
1S00 Mr. Conger erected a comfortable brick 
residence, the first in the neighborhood. He devot¬ 
ed himself to farming and also owned and oper¬ 
ated a 400-acre farm in Spring Township, seven 
miles away from his first one. Having exchanged 
a New York farm for 900 acres of pine land in 
Montcalm County, Mich., in 1865, the father, with 
his sou Jefferson, went there to begin opera¬ 
tions. ‘ When the Grand Rapids & Indiana 
Railroad was laid out, the route went through 
their land and Conger Station was named for 
them. The father and son had spent four win¬ 
ters prior to this lumbering, but with the coming 
of the railroad they built a saw mill, and for 
the next twelve years it was kept in operation 
night and day, employment being given to sixty 
men. This was a fine tract of timber and gave 
a splendid yield of first class lumber. In 1S74 
John Conger died at Belvidere, although to the 
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time of his death he was the active manager 
of all these operations, he being only fifty-nine. 
Jefferson continued the lumber operations for a 
time, when he disposed of them and the land. 
He was also interested in lands in Adams Coun¬ 
ty, Iowa, where he spent two years. John Con¬ 
ger had been a large stock-raiser, having at one 
time from 4,000 to 5,000 sheep and 200 to 300 
head of cattle, ail of his- operations being on an 
extensive scale, and his son Jefferson was 
closely associated with him in all of them. The 
city of Belvidere reached out to the farm, and 
it now brings in a very handsome cash rent. 
Mr. Conger has been interested in various enter¬ 
prises, is an extensive land owner in Kansas, 
and a very wealthy and successful citizen. He 
resides in a pleasant home near the homestead. 

The family of John Conger was as follows: 
Catherine Ann, married John Van Wie, and 
died in Iowa in 1905; Caroline, married George 
D. Albright and died some years ago in Belvi¬ 
dere; Enoch, a farmer of Bonus Township, ad¬ 
joining the old homestead; Jefferson; Almira, 
married Augustus Hunt and died in middle life; 
Adelia, married Amos Palmeteer of Oscar 
Grove, X. ,T„ and Herod, a miller and farmer of 
Oregon. 

When about forty years old Jefferson Conger 
married Susan Tripp, dnughter of Charles 
Tripp of Spring Township, who was bom in 
England and brought to this country when a 
child. Mr. and Mrs. Conger have children as 
follows: May and Jay at home, and both 
graduates of the Belvidere Higli School. Jay 
married Miss Moore, and is a civil engineer. 

COVEY, Edwin A., formerly a prosperous farm¬ 
er in the vicinity of Belvidere, Boone County, Ill., 
and a useful and highly respected citizen of Bel¬ 
videre, was born in Boone Township, Boone 
County, May 29, 1843. /fie is a son of Stephen 
Covey, who was born at Chester, X. H., in 1801, 
and was reared in that State, Vermont and New 
York. The paternal grandfather, Theodore 
Covey, was also a native of New Hampshire. 
Stephen Covey moved from Chautauqua County, 
N. Y., to Boone County, Ill., in 1839. He took 
up a land claim near Poplar Grove, but in 1850 
changed his location to Caledonia Township,, 
where his death occurred in 1SS5.' The maiden 
name of his wife was Susan Jenner, who was 
bom at Moriah, Essex County, N. Y., July 4, 
1810, and died in August, 1SS2. Edwin A. Covey 


was reared on the home farm and received his 
education in the district schools. He was suc¬ 
cessfully engaged in farming until 1890, and af¬ 
ter acquiring a handsome competency, withdrew 
from active pursuits, taking up his residence in 
Belvidere, where he still resides. The marriage 
of Edwin A. Covey took place September 12, 
1S62, on which date he was wedded to Elizabeth 
J. Dimond, born in Brantford, Ont., a daughter 
of Richard and Sarah (Luxton) Dimond. Rich¬ 
ard Dimond was a native of Devonshire, England, 
and after his marriage, settled on Prince Ed¬ 
ward Island, later going to Brantford, Ont., 
where he lived until 1S50. Thence he moved to 
Illinois, settling in Caledonia Township, Boone 
County, where he died July 27, 1886, surviving 
his wife twenty-three years. Their family con¬ 
sists of four children, namely: Fred, Frank R„ 
Ira J, and Arthur A. 

Politically, Edwin A. Covey is a Republican, 
and always has taken a public-spirited citizen’s 
interest. In the welfare of the community. 

HoS. Flank R. Covey, the second son Of Ed- 
wiif/ A. andvElizabeth J. (Dimond) Covey, a well 
known and able lawyer of Belvidere. Ill,, was 
bori), in Caledonia Township, Boone County, Ill., 
February IS, 1SCG. 1-Ie received a good educa¬ 
tion ,'n early life and commenced the practice of 
law in 1S02. On October 19. 1S99, he was united 
in marriage with Harriet Longcor, born in 1877, 
and a daughter of Leonard S. and Juliet Long- 
cor. natives of Illinois and Alabama. 

In politics. Frank R. Covey is a Republican, 
He lias served as President of the North Side 
School Board in Belvidere, and is now a member 
of the lower house of the State legislature, hav¬ 
ing been elected in 1904. 

COVEY, Frank Richard.—The Hon. Frank 
Richard Covey has been for a number of years 
one of the representative men of Belvidere, III., 
and a man of considerable .prominence in State 
politics, supporting the principles of the Repub¬ 
lican party, and at all times advocating clean 
government. That his efforts along reform lines 
have been appreciated is shown in the fact that 
he has been a member of the House of Represen¬ 
tatives (44th and 45th G. A.), and is also presi¬ 
dent of the Board of Education of North Belvi¬ 
dere. In many other ways Mr. Covey has given 
his services to his community and State and is 
projecting much needed reforms, which he pro¬ 
poses to carry out in the near future. 
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Mr. Covey was born in Caledonia Township, 
Boone County, February IS, 18GG, a son of Edwin 
A. and Elizabeth Jane (Dimond) Covey. After 
graduating from -the South Belvidere High 
School, Mr. Covey taught school one year be¬ 
tween the ages of twenty-one and twenty-two, 
and then from 1S8S to 1889 was in the hardware 
business at Poplar Grove, Ill., but all this time 
his ambition was leading him onward: and up¬ 
ward, and he was devoting all of his leisure mo¬ 
ments to study, and having decided to adopt the 
law ns a profession, during 1889, 1890 and 1891, 
he studied law with Hon. C. E. Fuller. In 1891 
he entered the Northwestern University Law 
Department, from which he was graduated in 
1892, although he had been admitted to the bar 
in 1891. From 1892 to 1901 he practiced law in 
Peoria, but in the latter year returned to Belvi¬ 
dere, and locating at No. 228 W. I-Iuribut Ave¬ 
nue, has made it his home ever since. He has 
commodious offices conveniently located at No. 
138 N. State street, where he carries on a law 
and real estate business. Tbe University has 
conferred upon him the degree of A. B. Mr. 
Covey is a Knight Templar and a member of 
the B. P. O. E., and is very popular in both 
orders. 

On Otcober 19, 1899, Mr. Covey was married 
to Harriet G. Longcor, at Belvidere, Ill. One 
child has been bom to them, Juliet Covey. 

COVEY, Simeon Levi, whose memory holds 
many of the incidents of the stirring days of 
pioneer life in Boone County, when all the people 
of the neighborhood were fearless strivers to¬ 
wards an ever advancing civilization; when dan¬ 
gers that now sound like romances were met 
with on every side; when great, sturdy men and 
women were developed from the toil and hard¬ 
ships of their every day life, is now one of the re¬ 
tired residents of Belvidere, Boone County, there 
making his home in the city he has honored as a 
conscientious public official and successful busi¬ 
ness man. Mr. Covey was born in Mayville, 
New York, February 1, 1834, a son of Stephen 
and Susan (Jenner) Covey, the former bom in 
Chester, N. H., November 5, 1801, and the latter 
born in Moriah, Essex County, N. Y., July 4, 
1810. 

Stephen Covey made several changes of resi¬ 
dence during his lifetime, before he finally lo¬ 
cated in Boone County, Ill. With his father, 
Theodore Covey, he went from New Hampshire 


to Vermont. In early manhood he moved to 
Lawrence County, N. Y.; thence in a few years 
to Chautauqua County, N. Y., and from there he 
came to Belvidere, III., in 1839. While residing 
in New York State he manufactured shingles, 
but in Illinois he was a farmer and trader in 
live stock. In 1841 Stephen Covey obtained from 
the Government a tract of land near Poplar 
Grove, Boone County, which he made his home, 
and afterwards sold to his son Simeon Levi, who 
still owns it. This property has always been 
free from mortgage, and is one of the most valu¬ 
able farms in Boone County. 

It has always been a matter of regret to Mr. 
Simeon Covey that he was afforded no opportu¬ 
nities to acquire an education in his youth, al¬ 
though he has repaired that lack to a consider¬ 
able extent by close observation and natural abil¬ 
ity. The only school in the neighborhood was 
held in a log house near his father’s farm, and 
this he attended four or five weeks for two win¬ 
ters, learning to read and write. His mother’s 
father, Stephen Jenner, wanted to send him to 
school at his expense, but the father could not 
spare the very valuable services of the lad. 
Those were strenuous times, when every pair of 
hands counted in tbe struggle against so many 
odds. The mother spun the flax and wool into 
thread and yarn, which she wove into cloth from 
which she made all the clothing worn by herself 
and family, and she had no machine to aid Tier. 

The first time Mr. Covey was away from the 
farm, within his recollection, was when his father 
took him with him on a load of wheat to Chi¬ 
cago, then but a small trading town. This trip 
was followed by many others, and when he was 
only thirteen he was sent with a load of wheat, 
in company with other farmers. This wheat was 
sold for fifty cents per bushel, and six days were 
consumed in the trip. In speaking of these trips, 
Mr. Covey remembers most clearly one taken just 
after the election of Taylor to the Presidency. 
At that time tbe Northwestern Railroad was 
graded about three miles out of Chicago. For 
six miles out of the city the ground was covered 
with water from recent rains, and the cold had 
made a crust of ice over it about a quarter of an 
inch thick, not enough to bear the weight of the 
little company who were trudging along on foot 
driving cattle to market. They reached the city 
footsore and wet, but a great treat awaited them, 
especially Mr. Covey, for the first theatre had 
been opened and they all went to see the first 
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play any of them had witnessed. The drama and 
music so overcame Hr. Covey and made such an 
impression on him, that although at the time he 
was made the object of some rough teasing from 
his companions, he has never forgotten the event 
or lost his love for both, and to this day thorough¬ 
ly enjoys himself at the theatre, opera or con¬ 
cert. The manner of selling the live stock is in¬ 
teresting to those who know only of those days 
through the recollections of such men as Hr. 
Covey. The method was called the “five quarter 
plan.” The beef Was killed, and the hide, lard, 
and tallow went to the butcher, and the four 
quarters to the owner. , 

In 1863 Hr. Covey left the farm to embark in 
the lumber business in Belvidere for three years, 
when he established himself in the stock business, 
and thus continued until 1881, but in that year 
resumed his lumber operations which he contin¬ 
ued until his retirement in 1898. Hr. Covey has 
always been a very strong Republican, and taken 
an exceedingly important part in local and 
County politics. He was the first city policeman, 
the first city marshal. For two years he served 
as deputy sheriff, and for six years was Sheriff 
of Boone Count}'. For twenty-three years he 
was and is at present one of the Supervisors of 
Belvidere Township, and for five years he has 
been Poor Haster. Fraternally he has been a 
Mason since 1800. In addition to owning 700 
acres of fine farming land, Mr. Covey has inter¬ 
ested himself in many public and private enter¬ 
prises, and is Vice-President of The Farmers’ In¬ 
surance Co.; Vice-President of the State Bank of 
Belvidere. 'He is also Vice-President of the 
Farmers’ Institute. 

In 1853 Hr. Covey married in Poplar Grove, 
Hiss Eliza Webster, born in 1834 in Hamburg, 
N. V., who died in 1873. She was a daughter of 
William and Katherine Webster, who settled in 
Boonq County about 1849. The children born 
to Mi. and Mrs. Covey were: George Harrison, 
who has one child; Cecelia, and one child, un¬ 
named. In 1875 Mr. Covey married Miss Eliza¬ 
beth Porter, daughter of Thomas Porter, who 
came to Boone County from Norfolk, England, in 
1838. Mr. and Mrs. Covey have one daughter— 
Lottie Irene, now the wife of H. R. Dillon, of 
Oak Park, and they have one child—Elizabeth, 

Mr. Covey Is known to the people of Belvidere 
as a man always prompt and upright in .his bus¬ 
iness dealings, very conscientious as a public 
official. He has always been conspicuous for the 


stand he has taken against graft of any kind. 

• Showing his confidence in Illinois farming land, 
by investing largely in it, confident that the State 
has a wonderful future before it, he is satisfied 
with the part he has borne in its development, 
and those who know him best recognize in him 
a man of sound judgment, unquestioned integ¬ 
rity and reliability, a good manager and friend 
of progress, furthering and adopting any changes 
In process which he is convinced will Improve the 
general welfare of the community and the unfor¬ 
tunates dependent upon the County’s bounty, 
whose care is in his capable hands, and whose 
happiness and comfort are matters that often tax 
his sympathy. 

COWAN, David C., merchant and Postmaster, 
and Supervisor of Caledonia Township; residence 
Poplar Grove, Boone County, Ill. Wherever the 
Scotchman casts his lot, he is pretty sure soon 
to grow into public favor as a useful and progres¬ 
sive citizen. In all parts of the civilized world 
this has been many times amply proven. In 
America, east and west, it has been found espec¬ 
ially true. The prominent citizen of Boone Coun¬ 
ty, whose name furnishes the title of this article, 
has reason to be proud no less of his origin than 
of the success which be has attained, chiefly be¬ 
cause of the possession of those sterling traits 
of character in some sense peculiar to those in 
whose veins flows the blood of men and women 
of the "Lqnd of the Thistle." 

David C. Cowan was born at Fall River, .Mass., 
on the first day of January, 1851. His father 
was Robert Cowan, a native, of Buteshire, Scot¬ 
land, and a descendant of an old family well and 
favorably known there. Robert Cowan came to 
•the United States while still quite a young man, 
and, some time after his arrival, married Mary 
Carment, who was born at Glasgow, Scotland, a 
daughter of Alexander and Elizabeth Carment. 
He was employed in cotton mills at Fall River, 
Mass., and in Rhode Island, until 1848, when he 
came west as far as Illinois. He soon returned 
to Rhode Island, however, but in 1857 came back, 
to Illinois, bringing bis family with him. He 
bought new land in Boone Township upon which 
there was a small log house, in which he made 
his first home In the county. That humble build¬ 
ing was, in due time, replaced by a more preten¬ 
tious structure and be labored and prospered as 
a farmer until his death, which occurred October 
4, 1S77. His wife died February 3, 1900. They 
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were the parents of seven children, all of whom 
are deceased except David C. and his brother, - 
Robert A. 

The immediate subject of this sketch grew to 
manhood near Poplar Grove. Prom early child¬ 
hood it was apparent that he had a lovie for 
books. He took naturally to education, getting 
more than the usual amount of benefit from the 
common schools taught near his home, and when 
he was niueteen years old he was well equipped 
for the work of a teacher. After teaching three 
terms successfully, he entered the Illinois State 
Normal School at Normal, in which Institution he 
completed a two years’ course. Then for a time 
he taught school at Bulkley, Iroquois County, 
Ill. He began his business career with Willet 
S. Webster as his partner in the lumber trade at 
Poplar Grove. For some years he conducted a 
hardware store. Then in 1SS4 he went to Clark 
County, S. D., where in 1884-85 he secured some 
government land. Then returning to Poplar 
Grove, he engaged in the general merchandising 
trade, in which he has continued with good suc¬ 
cess until the present time. I-Ie has ably filled 
the office of Postmaster at Poplar Grove since 
1897, As a Republican he takes an intelligent 
interest in national and local affairs. He is a 
member of the Republican County Central Com¬ 
mittee and has taken an active part in conven¬ 
tions. For twenty-three years he has been Su¬ 
pervisor of Caledonia Township, and for five 
years has filled with signal ability the important 
office of Count} - Superintendent of Public Schools 
of Boone County. 

In 1872 Mr. Cowan married Miss Julia Web¬ 
ster, a daughter of Willet S. and Mary (Wheel¬ 
er) Webster and a native of Boone Township. 
They have two children—Mabel A. and Frank 
C.—both of w'hom received a liberal education, 
Mabel A. being a graduate of the South Belvi- 
dere High School and Frank 0. a graduate of 
Beloit College. Mabel A. is now the wife of 
Merle J. Briggs, an employe in the Chicago 
postoffice, and Frank C. is principal of the Pub¬ 
lic School in Poplar Grove, III. 

DAVIS, Joel, a well known and much respected 
resident of the village of Herbert, Boone County, 
Ill., and the owner of a large amount of land in 
Spring Township, was b.orn in Somerset, Eng¬ 
land, June 17, 1840, tills likewise being the 
birth, place of his parents, Joel and Eleanor 
(Howell) Davis, who came to the United States 


in 1S50. In the early part of June of that year 
they settled in Illinois, locating in Spring Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, where they passed the re¬ 
mainder of their lives. The father was born 
June 10, 179S, and died August 23, 1S92, in his 
ninety-fifth year. The birth of his wife occurred 
June 4, 1802, and she passed away May 16, 1896, 
in her ninety-fourth year. Their family con¬ 
sisted of fourteen children, and Joel Davis, who 
was the eleventh of this number, was about ten 
years old when brought to the country and re¬ 
mained on the home farm until 1862, when he 
started out in life for himself, being engaged in 
various occupations for several years. Then he 
went to Colorado and Arizona where he fol¬ 
lowed mining for some time, returning finally to 
Boone County, and settling down in Spring 
Township. For several years he has been a resi¬ 
dent of the village of Herbert and is largely 
interested in land in Spring Township, owning 
from three hundred to four hundred acres. He 
is one of the Directors of the Farmers’ State 
Bank of Belvidere, Ill. 

Mr. Davis was married, January 17, 1900, to 
Elvn M. Clark, born in Kingston, DeKalb 
County, Ill., a daughter of Thomas M. and Susan 
(Gathercole) Clark, natives of England, born 
near Norfolk, but now residents of Boone County. 
Politically, Mr. Davis is a supporter of the Re¬ 
publican party, but votes for the men and meas¬ 
ures he thinks will conserve the best interests of 
all the people. He is an active member of the 
Davis Methodist Episcopal Church. Fraternally 
he is a member of the Modern Woodmen of 
America. 

DAVIS, Samuel, formerly a successful farmer 
in Spring Township, Boone County, III., where 
lie still owns a farm and is now a prosperous 
merchant in the village of Herbert in the same 
count}’, was born in Somersetshire, England, 
November 12, 1842. A narrative of the life of 
his parents, together with full particulars con¬ 
cerning the family history, may be found in a 
sketch pertaining to the career of Joel Davis, 
which appears elsewhere in this connection. Of 
the fourteen children born to his father and 
mother, the subject of this biographical record 
was the twelfth. He was brought by them to 
the United States in 1850, and made his home 
chiefly with them until about the year 1S79. In 
May, 1S64, lie enlisted in Company A, Fortieth 
Regiment, Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, serv- 
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lng between four and five months, and on re¬ 
turning home followed farming and taught 
school several winters. In 1872 he went to Chi¬ 
cago, and was employed there as a conductor on 
the street cars for some time. Then going back 
to Boone County, he bought 160 acres of land 
in Spring and Flora Townships, which he 
farmed until the spring of 1891, when he located 
in the village of Herbert. Two years later he 
engaged in the coal, feed, flour and tile trade, 
in partnership with Fred A. Reed. The firm 
was dissolved two years later, Hr. Davis pur¬ 
chasing Mr. Reed's Interest, and he has since con¬ 
ducted the business alone with successful re¬ 
sults. He still owns about one hundred and 
fifty acres of land in Spring Township. 

On June 4, 1S79, Mr. Davis was married to 
Ada E. Sbnttuck, a daughter of F. H. Shattuck, 
of Belvldere, ill., and their union resulted in one 
child, Cora B„ who is the wife of IV. H. Hill. 
Mr. Davis lias always taken considerable inter¬ 
est In the public affairs of his locality. Politi¬ 
cally he Is a Republican, and for several years 
held the office of Township Clerk, having also 
served as Assessor and Highway Commissioner. 

DeMUNN, Silas T., (deceased), Capron, Boone 
County, Ill. Too much cannot be said of the 
part which the State of New York has had in 
populating the country generally, more especially 
the middle West. Northern and Western Penn¬ 
sylvania, Ohio and Michigan were settled very 
largely by New Yorkers; Illinois, Indiana and 
Wisconsin received many originnl settlers from 
that State, and from this vast territory this 
stock has extended to the Pacific Ocean, bearing 
the light of education and planting religion and 
civilization. Boone County is justly proud of 
this element of her population, one of the most 
conspicuous representatives of which was the 
honorable gentleman whose name is mentioned 
above. 

Silas T. De Munn was born gt Alexander, Gen- 
essee County, N. Y., March 4. 1826, and died at 
Ills home in Boone County, July 1, 1907. He 
was reared and educated in his native county 
and there married Miss Miranda Palmer, Febru¬ 
ary 12, 1S50, at Batavia, the county seat, where 
Miss Palmer was born August 9, 1828. They 
. lived on a farm in the town of Darien, in their 
native' county, until 1866, when they came to 
Illinois and settled In Boone C-ounty, on a farm 
two miles north of Capron In LeRoy Township. 


After farming there for a time, Mr. De Munn 
rented the place and removed with his family to 
Estherville, la., where he remained two years, 
improving a half-section of land, erecting build¬ 
ings on it and putting it at least partially under 
cultivation. Returning to Boone County, he lived 
there during the remainder of his life except for 
one year, when he had a home on his farm of 
one hundred and eighty-eight acres in LeRoy 
Township. Eventually he sold both of his farms 
and, about the time of his retirement, helped 
each of his children to a good financial start in 
life. 

Politically, Mr. De Munn was a Republican, 
thoroughly devoted to his party, its leaders and 
all that it stood for. He served his fellow towns¬ 
men as supervisor of LeRoy Township, and was 
several times elected township collector of 
taxes. Long identified with the Methodist Epis¬ 
copal Church, he was for years chairman of the 
board of trustees of the organization of that de¬ 
nomination at Capron. 

To Silas T. and Miranda (Palmer) De Munn 
were born children named as follows in the se¬ 
quence of their nntivity: Jennie, Frank, Le¬ 
vant, Sumner, John A. and Fred. Jennie is the 
wife of Sylvester Day, of Capron; Frank is farm¬ 
ing in LeRoy Township; Levant is an insurance 
agent at Capron; Sumner is a farmer in Belvi- 
dere Township. John A. and Fred are the pro¬ 
prietors of a meat market at Capron, and John, 
who is unmarried, lives with his mother, caring 
for and protecting lier in her declining years. 

DENSMORE, Clark and Willis H.—Clark Dens- 
more was bom at Warsaw, X. Y., February 14, 
lS2:i, and came west with his parents. He took 
up land from the Government, nlthougb his 
, father had settled one mile north, prior to set¬ 
tling .there. One brother, George, spent a few 
years In Boone Township, and then went to 
Iowa, locating near Red Oak, Montgomery 
County, where he was engaged in the lumber 
trnde. Another brother, Lafayette, had a farm 
on the north of Clark’s, and died there aged 
about seventy. A sister, Jnne, came to Boone 
Count)’ as a girl, but later went to Michigan, 
where nuother sister had married and was liv¬ 
ing. Clark Deusmore began his business life 
as a fnrmer. and remained on the farm until 
March, 18S5. I-Ie added to his original one 
hundred and sixty acres until he had a large 
property, which he operated ns n dairy farm. 
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His last days were spent in retirement at Shar¬ 
on. He was a Republican in politics, and in 
the latter part of his life, was a Congregation- 
alist in his- religions associations. His sous 
were: Frank C., present Postmaster at Sharon, 
and Willis W. 

Willis W. Densmore, son of Clark Densmore, 
was born August 12, 1SG0, on the farm where he 
has always made his home. He attended the 
Academy at Sharon for three terms, and then 
.worked with his father until his marriage on 
March 5, 1884, to Ruby A. Parker, who was 
born in Walworth County, Wis. Her father was 
killed in the Civil War, and her mother later 
became the wife of Byron Wolcott, when Ruby 
was a child, and so she was reared in the Wol¬ 
cott family. When the Wolcott family moved 
to LeRoy Township, Mrs. Densmore attended 
the same school as her future husband. When 
the elder Mr. Densmore retired to Sharon, the 
young couple located on the homestead where 
they have since resided, and they make dairying 
a feature of their business, milking twenty-five 
head of cattle. Mrs. Densmore died September 
11. 1906, of consumption, after a lingering illness 
of two years. Of their children Alice was l'or 
four years teacher of the Burr Oak school, the 
district school of her home neighborhood; Ralph, 
at home; Olive, a student at the Sharon High 
School, and Claude, a pupil in school. 

Mr. Densmore is a prominent Republican, and 
has taken nil active part in party matters, hav¬ 
ing served as Assessor for nine years, is a mem¬ 
ber of the Republican County Central Commit¬ 
tee, with which he has been connected for ten or 
eleven years, and is often called upon to serve 
as delegate to Congressional and Senatorial con¬ 
ventions. Fraternally, Mr. Densmore is a mem¬ 
ber of the Modern Woodmen, and is very prom¬ 
inent in that order. The Densmore family is 
one of the oldest in the county, and the name is 
highly respected. 

DE WOLF, William C., Judge of the County 
Court of Boone County, Ill., was borh on a farm, 
in Spring Township, Boone County, November 4, 
1865, and is a son of William C. and Huldah 
.1. (Strong) De Wolf. The father was bom in a 
log bouse in Springfield, Erie County, Pa., Feb¬ 
ruary 8, 1830. The paternal grandfather, Hiram 
De Wolf, who was a native of the same county 
and State, died July 6, 1872. William C. De 
Wolf, senior, was reared in Erie County, Pa., 


and graduated from the Pittsburg Commercial 
College, after which he taught school during 
winter months, from the age of nineteen years 
until about 1865. In 1853 he moved to Boone 
County, Ill., locating the next year on a farm 
in Spring Township on which he remained until 
1883, having married Huldah J. Strong in the 
meantime. She was bom February 16, 1832, at 
Girard, Pa., a daughter of Leonard R. and Jane 
(Silverthorn) Strong. In 1866 the father went 
back to Pennsylvania, and after spending a year 
there, returned to his farm in Spring Township 
where he remained until 1SS3, when he removed 
to Genoa, Ill., where he remained one year and 
then moved to a farm which he purchased near 
Kingston, DeKalb, Ill. In 1888 he moved to 
Belvidere, where he died February 11, 1904. 

Mr. De Wolf and wife were the parents of 
five children, namely: Nancy E., who became the 
wife of Ernest L. Woodruff; Hiram S., who died . 
at Coon Creek when eighteen years old; Frank 
L., who graduated from the Chicago Veterinary 
College and the Kansas City Medical College; 
Nettie, who became 'the wife of Frank Parker; 
and William C., a graduate of the Genoa High 
School, who was admitted to the bar in 18S7, was 
afterwards associated in practice with Hon. 
Charles E. Fuller, and is now serving his third, 
term as County Judge of Boone Count}’. Judge 
De Wolf in boyhood attended the district school 
at Shattuck’s Grove, and, as above indicated, 
graduated from the Genoa High School in 1885, 
subsequently reading law with Judge Chauncey 
B. Dean. Politically, the subject of this sketch 
has always been an active Republican, acting 
repeatedly as a delegate to conventions of his 
party, and serving two terms as City Attorney. 

April 4,18S8, at Kirkland, III., Judge De Wolf 
was united in marriage to Miss Clara Moore, a 
daughter of Alexander and Susan (Kapple) 
Moore, and by this union they are the parents 
of two. daughters—Blanche Lucile and Allegra 
Moore. Mrs. De Wolf’s parents were prominent 
settlers near Kirkland, Ill., but both are now 
deceased. 

DIMOND, Ernest W., dealer in lumber and 
hardware, Capron, Boone County, Ill., has within 
a comparatively few years advanced to a promi¬ 
nent position In the business circles of Northern 
Illinois, developing these various enterprises 
along conservative yet conspicuous lines which 
mark him as a man of nflairs of more than com- 
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mon ability. His success is of the kind which 
demonstrates that the man of right ideas and 
proper equipment can almost as easily create ex¬ 
tensive interests in a country community as in a 
great center of trade and commerce. 

Ernest W. Dimond was born in Caledonia 
Township, a mile and a half southwest of Pop¬ 
lar Grove, May 5,1868, a son of Stephen Dimond, 
a biographical sketch of whom is included in 
• this work. He lived on his father’s farm until 
he was twenty-one years old. acquiring a gen¬ 
eral education and a knowledge of farming and 
of the fundamental principles of business. For 
a year after having attained his majority, he 
rented and operated one of his father’s farms. 
Then he bought a farm a mile east of Capron, 
which he managed successfully until 1S95, when 
he took up his residence in that village. At 
that time he bought the agricultural implement 
trade of XI. E. Kellogg. Three years afterward 
he purchased the Capron elevator, which he man¬ 
aged in connection with the implement business, 
taking as a partner E. R. Hyndman, to whom 
he sold the enterprise after they had carried on 
business together three years and he had been 
six years in the implement trade. In January, 
1902, he became a partner with II. E. Kellogg 
in the old Capron Lumber Yard. The business 
was established by Barney Cornell and Edward 
Kellogg, who sold it to B. E. Cornell and H. E. 
Kellogg, their sons. About 1S95 Mr. Kellogg 
bought Mi - . Cornell’s interest and was the sole 
manager of the enterprise until he was joined in 
it by Mr. Dimond. their partnership continuing 
three years. January, 1905, Mr. Kellogg sold 
his interest to Mr. Dimond and has since lived 
at Rockford. Ill. He takes no interest in poli¬ 
ties which detracts at all from his devotion to 
these large and growing enterprises, and has no 
desire whatever for office. He is a Blue Lodge 
Mason and in Masonic business and social cir¬ 
cles is alike popular. 

On October 10, 1889, Mr. Dimond married 
Miss Sarah May Linderman, a daughter of 
Alonzo Linderman, of Boone Township, and she 
has borne her husband a daughter named Hazel, 
who is a student in the Capron High School. 

DIMOND, Stephen, retired farmer, Poplar 
Grove, Boone County, Ill. It will be attempted 
now to toll briefly the essential facts In the life 
history of the prominent citizen of Boone Town¬ 
ship whose name is the title of this article. 


There are few men in the county who more 
richly deserve or more firmly hold the good 
opinion of their fellow citizens than' does Mr. 
Dimond. As a farmer' he has been a leader in 
his vicinity, always enterprising, always success¬ 
ful; as a man of affairs he has dealt with his 
neighbors in an honest and liberal spirit, which 
has never denied them their just share in the 
benefits of every transaction, and as a soldier hie 
risked his life in the service of his country in 
those dark days of her deadly peril comprehended 
within the years of the Civil War (1S61-65). 

Stephen Dimond was bom in the town of Nor¬ 
wich. about twelve miles from Brantford, Can¬ 
ada, April 3, 1841, a son of Richard and Sarah 
(Luxom) Dimond, both natives of England. In 
1S50 Richard Dimond brought his family from 
Canada to Boone County, Ill., and settled in 
Caledonia Township, where he improved a farm 
on which he and his excellent wife lived out the 
remainder of their days. She was born in 1801 
and died in XSG3; he died in June, 1886, aged 
eighty-four years. Of their family of eleven 
children, five lived to become men and women. 

The subject of this sketch, who was one of 
the younger members of his parents’ family, 
accompanied them from Canada to Boone County 
in 1850, when about nine years old and has ever 
since resided in Caledonia Township. He was 
actively engaged in farming until about 1890, 
when he retired. August 15, 1S02, he enlisted 
in Company K, Ninety-fifth Regiment, Illinois, 
Volunteer Infantry, in which organization he 
served three years and two days, taking part in 
the Siege of Vicksburg, in the battle of Cham¬ 
pion Hills, and in many lesser engagements, and 
participating in several of the most important 
campaigns of the war period. 

March 17, 1S67, he married Miss Mary J. 
Wicks, who was born in Boone Township, a 
daughter of Daniel D. and Jeannette (Peebles) 
Wicks, natives of New England, who were early 
settlers In Boone County. Mrs. Mary J. Dimond 
died in Caledonia Township, October 31, 18S9, 
after having borne him six children; Ernest 
W., who is a leading business man at Capron; 
Jesse, who lives at Rockford, Ill.; Frank, a resi¬ 
dent of Caledonia 'Township; Aldon, who is a 
citizen of Boone Township; Sarah Blanche, next 
in order of birth, and Perry, who is a resident 
of Caprou. November 17, 1892, Mr. Dimond mar¬ 
ried his present wife, who was Miss Augusta 
Wellington. This lady was born at Paine’s. 
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Point, Ogle County, Ill., June 17, 1844, a daugh¬ 
ter of Sparoc and Joanna (Silverthorne) Wel¬ 
lington. Her parents settled in Manchester 
Township about 1856, and lived in Boone County 
until they died—he in Caledonia Township when 
he was seventy-five years old, and she at Poplar 
Grove, when she had attained the advanced age 
of eighty-eight years. Of their eleven children, 
Mrs. Dimond was the seventh in order of birth. 

Mr. Dimond owns three hundred and forty-two 
acres of as good land as there is in Caledonia 
and Boone Townships, and Mrs. Dimond owns 
one hundred and sixty acres in Manchester and 
Caledonia Townships. Mr. Dimond is a member 
of Cornell Post No. 314, Grand Army of the Re¬ 
public, which has been to him a welcome means 
of association with his old comrades-in-arms. 

DU BOIS, Fred S., farmer, Belvidere Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, Ill. The history of some 
families is locally of more interest than the his¬ 
tory of other families, not because of the mere 
events contained in it, but because those events 
have largely influenced the history of the lo¬ 
cality. The history of a family, including pio¬ 
neers and sons of pioneers, must of necessity be 
more edifying in work of the character of this 
than that of a family new to the soil. Fred S. 
Du Bois was born October 3, 1842, in a log 
house which stood on the site of his present resi¬ 
dence, and in that fact lies his claim to special 
interest in this connection. His parents -were 
Cornelius and Mary (Sheldon) Du Bois, both 
natives of New York, the former of Franklin 
County, the latter of Wiliiamsville, near Buf¬ 
falo. Her family removed from New York State 
to Michigan in 1S3S and from Michigan to Illi¬ 
nois in 3839, she being at that time about six¬ 
teen years old. Her father and mother were 
Frederick and Harriet (Cushman) Sheldon. 
They located near Belvidere and were prominent 
there until they removed to Iowa, where they 
died, he in his ninetieth and she in her seven¬ 
tieth year. She was a descendant of Robert 
Cushman, a promoter of the emigration of the 
Pilgrims -from England to America, who helped 
to plan the voyage of the Mayflower, but who 
did not .himself come over until a year after 
its arrival, when, according to the annals of his 
family,, he preached the.first sermon in New 
England. His son, Thomas, was the progenitor 
of the American Cushman family. Harriet Cush¬ 
man, daughter of Jabez N. Cushman, was of 


the seventh generation from Robert the immi¬ 
grant. 

Cornelius Du Bois came from the State of New 
York to Chicago in 1836. He had -served an old- 
fashioned apprenticeship of seven years to the 
carpenter’s trade. Three of his brothers also 
came to Illinois. Their parents were Lewis and 
Matilda (Irwin) Du Bois, who with others of 
their family died at about the same time. Bur- 
ridge Du Bois, brother of Cornelius, came to, 
Boone County in the fall of 1S36, Cornelius came 
on from Chicago in February in 1S37, and 
Thomas and Lewis came soon aftenvard. Lewis 
was for some years a stage-driver. He served 
in the Federal Army during the Civil War and 
died at Carthage, Mo. Thomas removed com¬ 
paratively early to Iowa. Burridge removed to 
that State in 3SC7, and died there in 1S7S, aged 
eighty years. Soon after his arrival, Cornelius 
bought a laud claim of J. IC. Towner, and three 
years later (in 1840) received a government 
deed for his holding. The primitive house In 
which he first dwelt stood on the site of the 
present residence on the same farm. He married, 
April 3, 1S38, and he and his bride began mak¬ 
ing a good home, ai..’ admirably succeeded. She 
was Mary Sheldon. Her parents and two of 
her sisters were charter members of the Presby¬ 
terian Church at Belvidere. Cornelius Du Bois 
was born April 3,1813. His wife was born about 
four years later, and died November 2, 1849. 
Afterward he married Mrs. Julia (Brink) Wat¬ 
kins. He died May 5, 1883, his second wife 
dying January 10, 18S4. Fred S. Du Bois was 
the only child born of his father’s first marriage. 
Lewis A. Du Bois, now a contractor at Los An¬ 
geles, Cal., was the Vie offspring of the sec¬ 
ond marriage. He was yet a young man when 
he left Boone County. 

About 1S52 Cornelius Du Bois built the pres¬ 
ent house on the Du Bois farm (which consisted 
of one hundred and forty-three acres), hauling 
most of the lumber which entered into its con¬ 
struction from Chicago by the wagon load. He 
lived oh the place until 1S67, when he removed 
to a smaller farm near Belvidere, which he 
owned and where he and 'his wife lived out their 
days. He was a man of good mental equipment, 
but of fragile constitution, and during many 
years of his life was not able to do a full day's 
work. Politically, he was until 3S56 a Demo¬ 
crat; then, because he was a hater of human 
bondage, he allied himself-with the newly formed 
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Republican party, casting bis vote for Fremont, 
its first presidential candidate, and acting with 
it consistently until his death. For many years 
he was a member of the First Baptist Church at 
Belvidere, but later allied himself with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. A man of fine so¬ 
cial qualities and of the friendliest instincts, he 
was always fond of entertaining his relatives 
and neighbors. 

Fred S. Du Bois married Mary Celestia Glea¬ 
son, April 25, 186T. She was born May 31, 
1844, in Guilford, Winnebago County, Ill., a 
daughter of William and Eunice (Gilbert) Glea¬ 
son. Her father was a native of Williainstown, 
Mass., and her mother of Troy, N. Y. In 1835 he 
came to Chicago and thence, in 1S36, went to 
Winnebago County. In the early part of the 
year 1843 he married Eunice Gilbert in Ver¬ 
mont. Her uncles came in an early day to 
Galesburg, Ill., and helped to found Knox Col¬ 
lege, giving a portion of the land on which it 
stands, of which Dr. Bateman, the editor of the 
State History of this work, was president for 
so many years. Mr. Gleason acquired a section 
of land in Winnebago, of which he retained one- 
half. By trade he was a blacksmith, and he 
started a shop on his farm in which he did such 
work as came to him from the country round 
about, and incidentally taught the Indians, many 
of whom were his friends, how to shoe their 
horses, being the first to so instruct them. His 
smithy was long the only one in his vicinity. It 
was located for some time at old Newburg, 
where others had a sawmill. He is entitled, 
too, to the credit of having established the first 
wagon-shop in his part of the county, and in a 
general way he was prominent and influential 
as a citizen. He and his wife both died on their 
old farm, she in 1852, and he April 23, 1S83. 
Besides Mrs. Du Bois, they had two other 
daughters, Harriet E„ who is Mrs. J. H. Potter, 
of Santa Rosa, Cal., and Eunice A., who is Mrs. 
J. Alexander, of Rockford, Ill. Mr. and Mrs. 
Du Bois have had one daughter and one son. 
Their daughter. Mary Eunice Du Bois. born 
September 9, 1873, a graduate of Rockford Col¬ 
lege, Class of 1895, married October 7, 1896, 
Frank M. Davis, of Guilford, Winnebago County, 
Ill., and has children named Irwin Frederick, 
born March 19, 1900, and Lester Thaddeus, born 
April 22, 1905. Their son, Jesse La Verne Du 
Bois, born March 15, 1878, died July 10, 1880. 

About the time of his marriage, Mr. Du Bois 


bought his parents’ old home farm on which he 
was born, and has repaired the house, rebuilt 
and enlarged the barns and otherwise improved 
the place. While giving attention to general farm¬ 
ing, he makes a specialty of dairying, keeping 
from twenty to twenty-five Jersey cows. An¬ 
other feature of his undertaking is the raising 
of hogs in which from time to time he has en¬ 
gaged quite extensively. While having pro¬ 
nounced opinions on all political questions, he 
has never known a political ambition and has 
persistently kept out of politics except as a con¬ 
scientious voter. He has filled the office of elder 
in the Presbyterian Church at Belvidere contin¬ 
uously since 18S8, was assistant Sunday school 
superintendent and has for twenty-one years 
been superintendent of the Pioneer Union Sun¬ 
day school, which wns organized in June, 1838, 
and except for three years has had a continuous 
existence. During nearly all the time for forty- 
one years, Mrs. Du Bois has been a Sunday 
school teacher and a large number of her neigh¬ 
bors of different generations have been under 
her instruction, at one time or another. 

While always refusing official preferment, Mr. 
Du Bois has from early manhood taken a lively 
interest in everything pertaining to the welfare 
and advancement of the community with which 
his lot is cast, and no movement looking to the 
betterment of the condition of any large class of 
his fellow citizens has failed to receive his cor¬ 
dial and practical support. 

EASTON, Fred M., farmer and stock raiser, 
Belvidere Township, postoffice, Belvidere, Boone 
County, Ill. Important as is the State of New 
York as one of the original and greater members 
of our historic Union of States, its importance as 
a factor In populating other parts of the country 
can never be lost sight of. Go where you will, 
north, south, or west, you are welcomed by some 
son of New York. Especially Is this true through¬ 
out the Middle West. It is as true of Illinois as 
of any other State, and as true of Boone County 
as of any other part of Illinois. One of the best 
known natives of New York living In the vicinity 
of Belvidere is the prominent citizen whose name 
appears above. 

Fred M. Easton was born in Onondaga County, 
N. Y., December IS, 1860, a son of Samuel H. 
and Patience (Mills) Easton. Samuel H. Easton 
was born in Oswego County, N. Y., and Patience 
Mills in Onondaga County. They were well-to-do 
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farmers, highly respected in the community in 
which they lived. Edwin Easton, Fred M. Eas¬ 
ton’s grandfather in-the paternal side, came to 
Illinois and settled at Marengo in 1864. He was 
a successful farmer and after his retirement 
from active life lived in Marengo until his death, 
which occurred in 1879. His wife was ninety- 
nine years and eleven months old when she died 
in December, 1902. 

Fred M. Easton was fortunate enough to num¬ 
ber among his relatives Mrs. William Tobyne, 
who was his aunt. He was married March 12, 
1884, to Mary E. Higgins. Her mother was a 
daughter of James and Susan (Smith) Tobyne 
(mentioned elsewhere in this work), who left 
Canada in March, 1838, because of unpleasant 
conditions arising from the “Patriot War,” all 
the troubles about which were happily adjusted 
about two years later. They made the entire 
journey with a team in a little more than a 
month, crossing the end of Lake Erie on the ice 
and bringing with them tbeir cows-and sheep. 
One of the cows which they drove from Canada 
was later driven by another member of the fam¬ 
ily half way across the continent to California. 
When they came, Permelia was nearing tbe end 
of her ninth year. She was married in 1805 to 
Pemas Higgins, a native of Exeter, N. Y., who 
came to Illinois the previous year. They became 
■ the owuers of the old Tobyne homestead where 
Mr. Higgins died March 5, 1891. Mrs. Higgins 
died January 22, 1908, in the home of her only 
child, Mrs. Easton, with whom she lived after 
the death of her husband. As has been noted 
on another page, James Tobyne was a native of 
Vermont, his wife a native of Massachusetts. 

In 1893 Mr. Easton bought his present farm, 
which was formerly the homestead of Mont¬ 
gomery Smith, Susan (Smith) Tobyne's brother. 
Mr. Smith came to the county from Canada some 
years after the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Tobyne 
and their family, and settled a mile and a half 
northwest of Belvidere, where he lived for many 
years. A brick house on the place erected by a 
Mr. Barker has been rebuilt and enlarged by Mr. 
Easton. The farm contains two hundred and 
twelve acres. Mr. Easton produces miscella¬ 
neous crops and gives much attention to the 
breeding of Holstein cattle, Percheron horses and 
hogs. He has on his farm several descendants 
of the old cow that was brought from Canada 
and later driven to California. 

Mr. and Mrs. Easton have a son, Frank Demas 


Easton, aged seven years. The family stands 
high in popular regard. Mr. and Mrs. Easton 
are helpful promoters of many good works, and 
Mr. Easton has demonstrated the possession of 
a public spirit which has made him a useful citi¬ 
zen. 

EDGELL, F. Willis, farmer, Caledonia Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, Ill. It will be here at¬ 
tempted briefly to outline the life-story of one 
of the busiest and most influential and highly 
respected citizens of Caledonia Township, a man 
who has won success as a farmer and has been 
prominent in connection with the affairs of his 
township and with those of the village of Pop¬ 
lar Grove. 

F. Willis Edgell is a son of Stedman M. and 
Abigail Sage (French) Edgell, the one a native 
of Vermont, the other a native of Canada. Sted¬ 
man M. Edgell came to Boone County, Ill., about 
1842, located in Manchester Township and took 
up a land claim which he sold two years later, 
when he bought the farm now known as the 
Scbelenger farm in that township. There he 
lived and prospered until 1854, when be sold the 
property to remove to Caledonia Township, to 
the farm north of Poplar Grove now owned by 
his son, F. Willis Edgell. He died on that farm 
December 27, 1884, in the seventy-second year 
of his age; his wife dying October 14, 1899, in 
her eighty-second year. 

Stedman M. and Abigail Sage (French) Ed¬ 
gell were the parents of eight children, of 
whom Horace, Charles and Augusta are de¬ 
ceased. Susan M. is the wife of M. L. Head; 
Celia is Mrs. James Montgomery; Mary L. mar¬ 
ried G. E. Williott; Horacfe E. was the next in 
order of birth. F. Willis Edgell, the subject of 
this sketch, was born in Caledonia Township 
on the farm which is now his home, April 7, 
1S57, and has lived there all his life except dur¬ 
ing eight years, when he was connected with the 
creamery interest. January 12, 1882, he mar¬ 
ried in his native township, Miss Ella Wlllet, 
who was born in Racine County, Wis., October 
24, 185C, a daughter of William and Christina 
(Vetter) Willet. Mr. Willet was a native of 
the State of New York and his wife was born 
in Germany. They came to Boone County from 
Racine County, Wis., in 1S7C, and settled in Cal¬ 
edonia Township. She died September 24, 
1902, aged eighty-eight years; he died April 24, 
1905, in his ninety-second year. Of their eleven 
children, all but three of whom lived to man- 
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hood or womanhood. Mrs. Edgeil was the young¬ 
est. 

Mr. Edgeil was the first Mayor of Poplar 
Grove and served that municipality three years 
' as Village Clerk, and for several years ably 
filled the office of Highway Commissioner. In¬ 
dependent and very liberal in his political views, 
he has very decided opinions concerning national 
Questions and In local politics advocates and 
votes for the elevation of only the best men to 
official place. He is a member of the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen and of the Knights of 
the Globe. He and his wife are active and con¬ 
sistent members of the Congregational Church. 
His farm, one of the finest in his vicinity, at¬ 
tests his knowledge and skill as a farmer. It 
is highly improved, is fitted up with good build¬ 
ings of all kinds essential to its successful oper¬ 
ation, and is very productive and profitable. 

ELDREDGE, Barnabas, President of the Na¬ 
tional Sewing Machine Company of Belvidere, 
Ill., and one of the most substantial and ener¬ 
getic business men of Boone County, was born 
in Geauga County, Ohio, June 19, 1S43. His 
father was Franklin Eldredge, a native of Shar¬ 
on Springs, New Xork State, where the family 
has been prominent for several generations. 
There he married Eliza M. Van Dyke, a de¬ 
scendant of Hendrick Van Dyke, who emigrated 
to the New World from Holland in 1636, and 
became a distinguished figure in Colonial his¬ 
tory and the progenitor of an illustrious Knick¬ 
erbocker family of New Xork. Franklin Eld¬ 
redge settled on a farm in the Western Reserve 
of Ohio, and there young Barnabas was reared, 
receiving his early education in the district 
school and, at the same time, working on the 
farm, thus continuing until 1S61, when he went 
to Cleveland to pursue an advanced course of 
study. Leaving the Cleveland High School a 
short time prior to graduation, he became con¬ 
nected with the shipyards of Stephens & Presley 
ns book-keeper, at the same time continuing his 
studies, and taking a course in a commercial 
college from which he was graduated. 

In 1S65 Mr. Eldredge married Miss Marie A. 
Presley, daughter of the junior member of the 
firm with which he was connected, and soon 
thereafter engaged in hardware business in 
Cleveland as member of the firm of Van Tassel 
& Eldredge. It was while engaged in this busi¬ 
ness that his attention was first attraced to¬ 


wards the sewing machine business. He had a 
brother in Detroit, Mich., who was extensively 
engaged in handling sewing machines, and in 
1866 this brother succeeded in interesting Mr. 
Eldredge to such an extent that he disposed of 
his hardware interests and removed to Detroit, 
where he became an active partner in the firm 
which the two brothers founded. Their trade 
extended over a large territory and they met 
with remarkable success in establishing the 
Domestic Sewing Machine, which was then being 
placed on the market. Remaining at Detroit 
until 1874, Mr. Eldredge then came to Chicago 
as general manager of the Domestic Sewing 
Machine Company, having under his control all 
the territory lying between the western line of 
Ohio and the Rocky Mountains, and all of the 
Southern States. This position he retained un¬ 
til he turned his attention towards the manu¬ 
facture and sale of his own machine. The most 
vicious onslaughts were made upon him from 
the very outset. Infringement suits were 
brought against him whenever a pretext could 
be obtained, and to defend himself against them 
took money and time, and oftentimes resulted 
in serious embarrassment 
In this spirited and long-continued contest, 
Mr. Eldredge showed wonderful persistency and 
tenacity of purpose, and indomitable courage, as 
well. For some time the machine was manu¬ 
factured by the June Manufacturing Company of 
Chicago, a, small concern engaged in manufact¬ 
uring the Singer patents; but in 1885 Mr. Eld¬ 
redge had his affairs in such shape that he pro¬ 
posed a consolidation of interests, and a thorough 
re-organization took place, but it was scarcely 
effected when the labor troubles of that year 
were upon the new concern and the factory was 
closed. This created a new problem for Mr. 
Eldredge succeeded to the presidency, which 
be better to move the plant to some smaller 
place not so seriously affected by labor disturb¬ 
ances, and Belvidere was finally selected. Then 
the June Manufacturing Company was organiz¬ 
ed, under the laws of Illinois, with a capital 
stock of $250,000, of which $131,000 was paid 
in, Mr. June being President and Mr. Eldredge 
Vice-President. In 1S90 Mr. June died and Mr. 
Eldredge succeeded to the presidency, which 
office he still holds, the company being conduct¬ 
ed under the name of the National Sewing Ma¬ 
chine Co. The plant is a large one, covering 
twenty acres, with a capacity of 1,200 machines 
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daily. The excellent financial condition of the 
company is due to the conservative and yet en¬ 
terprising methods of Mr. Eldredge, whose ex¬ 
ecutive ability Is unquestioned. He is a man 
of sterling business sagacity and his long con¬ 
test with other concerns in the same line has 
developed his powers of perception, so that he 
is well able to meet and overcome any obstacles 
which may arise in the future, as well as to 
maintain the present high standard of produc¬ 
tion. 

ELDREDGE, Franklin P.,'Vice-President of the 
National Sewing Machine Company, of Belvidere, 
Ill,, and a man of fine legal attainments and 
superior business capacity, was born in Cleve¬ 
land, Ohio, January 20, 1807, a son of Barnabas 
and Marie A. (Presley) Eldredge, and in 1874 
was taken to Chicago by his parents. In 18S7 
he graduated from the law school of Harvard 
University, and in the following year, located 
in Belvidere. In 1890 he was elected Vice- 
President of the National Sewing Machine Com¬ 
pany. He is familiar with every detail of the 
sewing machine- business, no one having more 
thoroughly mastered every phase of the manu¬ 
facture and sale of sewing machines than he. 
A sketch of the development of the colossal es¬ 
tablishment, of which he is Vice-President, will 
be found in connection with the history of Boone 
County, in another part of the work. 

ELLINGSON, Elem, retired farmer, Capron, 
Boone Township, Boone County, Ill. During the 
last twenty-five to thirty years the number of 
Norwegians who have settled in the United 
States, principally in the West and in the North¬ 
west, has been very considerable, and Norwe¬ 
gians have advanced to as high a plane of citi¬ 
zenship as Immigrants of any other nationality. 
In coming to America they have, in a sense, come 
to their own; for it cannot be forgotten that 
Norsemen did much to populate Great Britain, 
our Mother Country, and that their blood flows 
in the veins of many Americans who consider 
themselves members of old American families. 
Among men of Norwegian birth who have at¬ 
tained prominence in Boone County, none is held 
In higher esteem that Elem Ellingson, a brief 
account of whose life it is intended to include 
in this work. 

Born in Norway, April 25, 1S35, Mr. Ellingson 
was brought to the United States by his parents 
in 1845, when he was little past ten years old. 


Lasse Ellingson, his father, settled on a farm 
now owned by Ole Stines, in Boone County, one 
and a half miles south of Capron. He bought 
a claim to the land and eventually secured title 
to it from the Government Land Office. It was 
timber land on which clearing had been started 
and on which as yet there was no house. He 
made improvements as rapidly as was possible 
and lived there until 1865, when he removed to 
Minnesota. After living there for some time, he 
went to South Dakota, where he took up a gov¬ 
ernment homestead and where he died aged 
seventy-six years. 

Elem Ellingson learned farming under his fath¬ 
er’s instruction and acquired such education as 
was available in the common schols near his 
home. In 1859, when he was about twenty-four 
years old, he married Tborbe Johnson, of Nor¬ 
wegian birth, who had come to the United 
States in 1844, then aged about seven years. He 
was then the only one of bis family living in 
Boone County. In 1859 he sold his father’s old 
farm and made a new start on another not far 
away. On this farm the timber had been chop¬ 
ped down, but the stumps remained, and there 
was much pulling, grubbing and burning to be 
done before much of the place could be put under 
cultivation. But Mr. Ellingson was not one to 
be disheartened by obstacles, and he set to work 
with a will, improving a farm of one hundred 
and fifty-five acres, and lived on It until about 
three years ago, when he retired to Capron. 
There was a log house on the place which, he 
used as the nucleus of a dwelling, improving it 
and building additions to it. He gave his attention 
to general farming. He still owns the farm 
which is operated by his son, Clarence. At Cap¬ 
ron he built a sightly and comfortable residence, 
under whose roof he has one of the most cozy 
and attractive homes in the village. 

Politically, Mr. Ellingson has usually acted 
with the Republican party, but always an advo¬ 
cate of temperance, during recent years has 
favored the Prohibition cause. He is a member 
of the United Lutheran Church, the house of 
worship of which is located not far from Capron. 
He has for many years taken a deep interest in 
vocal music and has done much to advance 
choral singing in his church and in the commu¬ 
nity. 

Mr. Ellingson is the father of five sons and 
five daughters: Jerena is the wife of J. F. John¬ 
son, a farmer at Capron; Elizabeth is a practical 
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nurse; Alfred died at the age of twenty-four 
years, while visiting his grandfather and his 
aunt in South Dakota; Anna is the wife of Oscar 
L. Chester, president of the Capron Bank; John 
Henry is a merchant at Beloit, Wis.; Rachel 
Louise is a milliner; Clarence is farming on liis 
father’s homestead; Bertha Matilda is a teacher 
of music.; Frank is a farmer in LeRoy Town¬ 
ship; William Arthur died at the age of twen¬ 
ty-two years, while attending school at Knox 
College, Galesburg, Ill. Elsewhere in these pages 
will be found a biographical sketch of Oscar L. 
Chester. 

ERWIN, William S., farmer and veteran of the 
Civil War, Caledonia Township, Boone County, 
Ill. To this prominent farmer belongs the credit 
not only of being a leader among his class in 
Boone County, but of being one of the few re¬ 
maining citizens of the county who risked their 
lives in defense of their country in the never-to- 
be-forgotten conflict of the States in the years 
3861-65. Though, perhaps, not one of the young¬ 
est, Mr. Erwin was certainly one of the younger 
soldiers from his part of the State, and his ser¬ 
vice was in every way patriotic and creditable. 
As a farmer he has kept up to the times, adopt¬ 
ing new methods that have appealed to him as 
promising improved results and discarding such 
as, in his opinion, have served their time and 
become to a certain extent impracticable. 

William S. Erwin was born in Caledonia Town¬ 
ship, October 14, 1S42. His father, John S. Er¬ 
win, a native of Canada, married Minerva 
Wright, also of Canadian birth, and they came 
to Boone County in 1S3S and improved a farm in 
Caledonia Township, on' which he died, aged 
about sixty-two years, she being about fifty years. 
The following brief notes concerning their chil¬ 
dren will be of Interest in this connection. There 
were seven of them. Caroline married Orville 
Stevens and died in Caledonia Township. Han¬ 
nah, who became the wife of Rosweil Barmore, 
died in Kansas. George is living in Nebraska. 
Henry died at Leadville, Col. Elizabeth married 
Josiah Depew and died in Caledonia Township.. 
William S. was the next in sequence of birth. 
Stephen is a citizen of Golden, Col. 

William S. Erwin was reared in Caledonia 
Township, where he gained such education as 
was available in the common schools. He has 
lived in the township all his life except during 
his absence as a soldier and during a few years 


while he lived at Belvidere, and has devoted 
himself entirely to farming, except for a time 
while he was operating a mill on Big Thunder 
Creek, in Belvidere Township. In 1862 he en¬ 
listed in Company E, Sixty-fifth Regiment, Illi¬ 
nois Volunteer Infantry, with which organiza¬ 
tion he served until June, 1865, during a period 
of more than three years, participating in the 
battles of Nashville, Knoxville, Franklin, Lost 
Mountain, and Atlanta, and in many minor en¬ 
gagements and skirmishes, taking part in several 
of the most important campaigns of the war. He 
was promoted successively to be second ser¬ 
geant, second lieutenant and first lieutenant of 
his company, and it was with the rank of first 
lieutenant that he was mustered out of the ser¬ 
vice at the end of the war. He has kept alive 
memories of those days which tried men's souls 
by membership of Herbert Root Post. Grand 
Army of the Republic, of Belvidere. 

Mr. Erwin is the owner of two hundred and 
sixty-two acres of valuable and productive land, 
provided with a fine residence, ample barns and 
outhouses and the very best machinery and ac¬ 
cessories of all kinds. He lias taken much inter¬ 
est in township affairs and has held the offices 
of township assessor, school director, highway 
commissioner and thistle commissioner. While 
not active in a political sense, he never fails to 
advocate and support most libernll.v any propo¬ 
sition which, in his good judgment, promises to 
advance the interests of the community. 

December 31, 3SS7, Mr. Erwin was married in 
Caledonia Township to Miss Amelia Bruce. Miss 
Bruce was a daughter of Timothy and Hannah 
(Gifford) Bruce, natives of the State of New 
York, who came to Boone County in 1S40, set¬ 
tling in Belvidere Township, where Amelia was 
born. Mr. Bruce died at the age of sixty-six 
years. His wife, who survived him, lived to be 
seventy-nine years old. She bore him six chil¬ 
dren—Edwin. Amelia, Lucy, John, Charles, and 
Ella. Edwin died in Belvidere Township. Lucy 
married John Ham, of Belvidere Township, and 
has passed away, John is living at Belvidere, 
as is also Charles, Ella married Eugene Walker, 
of Belvidere Township, 

William S. and Amelia (Bruce) Erwin have 
become the parents of eight children, three of 
whom they have buried. The five who are liv¬ 
ing are named Melvin J., Carrie, Fred G., Cora 
and Nettie. Carrie marled John Dimond and 
Nettle is the wife of Lewis Covey. 
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FARLEY, Thomas, farmer and stockraiser, 
Flora Township, Boone County, Ill., is of Eng¬ 
lish descent. His father was bom in a log 
cabin, near the line between Pennsylvania and 
Virginia (now West Virginia), and his mother 
was a native of Weigin, near Manchester, Eng¬ 
land. In a marked degree he has in his career 
shown the sterling value of the blood which was 
passed down to him by his forefathers. A pro¬ 
moter of education and religious progress, of 
material prosperity and of civic patriotism, he 
takes rank among the leaders in his part of the 
county. 

Mr. Farley was born in Center Township, Mor¬ 
gan County, Ohio, January 12, 1834, a son of 
James and Ellen (Taylor) Farley. His parents 
came to Illinois about 1852 or 1853 and settled 
in Winnebago County, not far from the Boone 
County line, in what is now Cherry Valley Town¬ 
ship, but which was then known as Butler Town¬ 
ship. There they farmed successfully until Au¬ 
gust, 1S68, when they removed to Clierry Valley, 
where they spent their declining years, James 
Farley dying, aged eighty-five, his wife aged sev¬ 
enty-eight years. Of their children ten grew to • 
manhood and womanhood. Thomas was the 
fourth in order of birth. He took to books nat¬ 
urally and, in the common schools and at the 
home fireside, gained a fair education for the 
time and place. Before his coming to Illinois he 
had served two terms as a school teacher in 
Ohio. 

Mr. Farley has married three times. His first 
marriage, celebrated January 25, 1S59, was to 
Miss Lottie E. Sprague, who died in Winnebago 
County, July 23, 18G5. She bore him two chil¬ 
dren, one of whom died in infancy. The other 
—Uretta—died in Flora Township in 18S7, in 
her twenty-seventh year. His second marriage, 
celebrated at Galva, Ill., September 3, 18G8, was 
with Mrs. Jennie P. Houghton, widow of Auren 
Houghten, and a native of Fountain County, Ind.,. 
Who died in Flora Township, November 5, 1879, 
having borne him twins, whom they named Eu¬ 
genia C. and Charlotte ,E.. the latter being the 
wife of C. W. Ferguson. His present wife, whom 
he married December 6, 1886, at Rockford, Ill., 
was Mrs. Mary L. (Bucklin) Tucker, widow of 
Pliny Tucker, and a native of Yates County, N. 
Y., born December 29, 1840. 

To farming and stoekraisng Mr. Farley has 
devoted the active years of his life, and the suc¬ 
cess which he has achieved has been commensu¬ 


rate with his abilities and the effort that he has 
put forth. He is an active member of the Chris¬ 
tian Church, and takes a deep and abiding inter¬ 
est in the general welfare of his community. 

FASSETT, Adeibert C., clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Boone County, for nine years President 
of the Board of Education of North Belvldere, 
a veteran of the Civil War with rank of Sec¬ 
ond Lieutenant, and a man widely and favor¬ 
ably known, and greatly respected, was born at 
Hartwick, Otsego County, N. Y., March 18, 1845, 
a sou of Joseph 'R. and Susanna (Ackerman) 
Fassett. One great-grandfather of Mr. Fassett 
served in the Revolution, so that he came very 
naturally by the martial spirit, which led to his 
enlistment on December 20, 1801, at Bingham¬ 
ton, N. Y., in the Sixteenth Battery of Light 
Artillery, New York State Volunteers, in which 
he served as private, Corporal, Quartermaster 
Sergeant and Second Lieutenant. He was mus¬ 
tered out of sendee July 8, 1S05.' 

Mr. Fassett was educated in the common 
schools, and in 1859 clerked in a general store. 
In 18G0 he was apprenticed to the jewelry trade, 
but in 1SG1 worked for six months on a farm 
and attended school for three months, when he 
enlisted. From 1SG5 to 18GG he was engaged in 
a general store, and then for nine years had 
charge of a cheese factory during the summer 
season, and in the winter worked in a general 
store at Edmeston, X. Y. In the winter of 1875- 
7G he came to Illinois, and in March of the 
latter year obtained employment in a general 
store at Garden Prairie, Boone County, where 
he remained until December, 1884, when he en¬ 
tered upon his duties as Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, which he still continues. Mr. Fassett 
is a Republican and while in the Town of Bo¬ 
nus served as Trustee and Justice of the 
Peace. He has been a member of the Board of 
Education of the North Belvldere schools for 
six terms; for nine years was its President, and 
has faithfully filled every obligation to the 
count}' and city'. He has been Commander of 
his Post of the G. A. R. and very prominent 
in it. He is also a member of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, and Modern Woodmen, 
with which he has been connected for the past 
twenty years, and taken an active interest in 
lodge work. His religious affiliations are with 
the Methodist Church. 

On January 14, 1SGG, Mr. Fassett and Ar- 
zelia A. Hopkins were married at Edmeston, 
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N. Y., and they have one son, William J. Fassett. 
The family residence at No. 329 W. Perry Street, 
is a very pleasant, comfortable home, where 
Mr. and Mrs. Fassett entertain their many 
. friends and those of their son. 

FOOTE, John Crocker, was born in Hamilton, 
N. Y., September 20, 1841. His father was John 
Johnson Foote, later one of Belvidere’s most 
honored citizens, and his mother was Mary 
Crocker Foote; a lady whose sweet disposition 
and quiet and unostentatious kindness made her 
indeed a ministering angel to a large circle in 
Belvidere. Mr. Foote’s ancestors have always 
taken a prominent part in upholding the best 
traditions of the nation, and of the Colonies 
before they were an independent nation. 

Among them were the following: Asst. Gov. 

• John Howland, of Plymouth; Gov. John Carver, 
a Mayflower passenger and first signer of the 
Mayflower compact, and first Governor of Ply¬ 
mouth Colony; Quarter Master Nathaniel Foote, 
in King Philip’s War; Capt. Nathaniel Foote 
of Colchester, Conn.; Lieutenant Samuel Smith, 
of Massachusetts Bay Colony; Capt. James 
Newton, of Connecticut Colony; Stephen Terry, 
of Windsor Troop of Horse, the first troop or¬ 
ganized in Connecticut Colony ; Lieutenant John 
Howland, Jr., of Plymouth, in 1G78, in King 
Philip’s war; Joseph Loomis, in King Philip’s 
War from Connecticut; Lieutenant Josiah Bench 
of the Connecticut Troops; John Tilley, signer 
of compact on Mayflower in 1020, and in the 
“First Encounter, Great Meadow Creek, De¬ 
cember 0, 1020”; Philip Groves, deputy of Gen¬ 
eral Court of Connecticut for twelve sessions, 
in 1000 one of the Grand July for the Colony, 
Assistant Magistrate (1054-50), and in 1053 on 
the Committee on impending war with the 
Dutch; Judge Samuel Chapin, for many years 
Judge to govern Springfield, Mass. In the 
Revolutionary period were Judge Isaac Foote, 
who served from Connecticut through the 
Revolutionary War, was with Washington at 
Valley Forge; Daniel Foote, Deputy to General 
Court of Connecticut, twelve sessions, also a sol¬ 
dier in the Revolutionary War; and John Owen, 
a soldier in the Revolutionary War, who lost a 
leg in the battle of Saratoga. 

Mr. Foote has taken a great deal of interest 
in research as to his ancestors, and is a member 
of the Society of Colonial Wars, Sons of the 
Revolution, Society of Founders and Patriots 


of America, and Society of Mayflower Descend¬ 
ants. He assisted materially in the composi¬ 
tion of the Foote Genealogy; and has compiled 
a very complete list of his own ancestors along 
other branches. As a young man he attended 
Hamilton Academy and graduated at Colgate 
University with the degree of A. B. He mar¬ 
ried Helen Garvin, at New York City, April 24, 
1807, and their pleasant home, with its beautiful 
lawn on East Lincoln Avenue, in Belvidere, is 
a center of culture and pleasant social and 
family life. Mrs. Foote is a prominent member 
of several women’s clubs of the city. The 
family has for many years taken an important 
part in the Presbyterian Church of Belvidere. 
Both lie and his father have been prosperous 
financially, and while his business is that of a 
druggist, most of his time is necessarily taken 
up in looking after financial interests of con¬ 
siderable magnitude. For accuracy, punctuality, 
and careful business management of all that 
lie undertakes, he has no superior and few 
equals in Belvidere. Ilis drug-store is situated 
at 508 South State Street, where he recently 
erected a business block, nie top floor of which 
is occupied by several professional men and in 
which he has a very pleasant office facing State. 
Street. 

Mr. and Mrs. Foote have three children. 
Mary Helen, who married Rev. Harry E. Purin- 
ton, of Denver,’Colorado; Maria Garvin, mar¬ 
ried Alfred A. Engstroin, of Rockford, Ill.; and 
Florence Annette, wiio married Ebenezer Wash¬ 
ington Engstrom, Esq., of Rockford, III. Their 
only son, John Garvin Foote, a young man of 
promise, passed away May 17, 1903. 

Mr. Foote, like ids ancestors, lias for many 
.vears always taken that valuable part In the 
labor for the common good which consists in 
doing effective work without noise or show, and 
relying only on results. Among the many posi¬ 
tions he has held has been that of President of 
the Library Board for a long time. Without a 
doubt, John Crocker Foote and the Foote family, 
in culture nnd good citizenship, and all the 
sterling qualities which go to make up men and 
women, stand among the very first in Boone 
County. 

FOOTE, John Johnson, was born at Hamilton, 
X. Y., February 11, 1S1G; he married September 
24, 1S39, Mary, daughter of Hon. Amos and 
Mary (Owen) Crocker, of Hamilton, X. Y. 
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She was born May 12, 1810, and died January 
8, 100S. He was a prominent man in Central 
New York, and during the Civil War was very 
active in the raising and organization of regi¬ 
ments in that portion of the State. He was the 
first Central New Yorker to subscribe for Gov¬ 
ernment bonds, and in every way an ardent 
patriot. He served as State Senator in 1858-59; 
was Auditor of the New York City Postoffice 
under Postmaster Thomas L. James; and was 
Acting Postmaster during Mr. James’ absence in 
^Europe. Mr. Foote’s system of rules and reg¬ 
ulations for the reorganization and reformation 
of that office have since been adopted by the 
United States Postoffice Department in the 
large postoffices in the country. 

On Saturday night, April 15, 3905, just before 
the midnight hour, Joliu J. Foote gave heed to 
tlie final summons, and folding his weary arms 
in token of his submission, passed to the Great 
Beyond. Long had his death been expected, for 
a well spent life had left its mark upon the 
forces which for years had been the admiration 
of men. Eighty-nine years had been his life 
allotment, while Into it had been crowded more 
of the important tilings which are included In 
the making of the history of a nation than or¬ 
dinarily falls to the lot of man. 

The long and noble ancestry back of this man, 
fruitful in deeds accomplished, good impressions 
made upon the public life, and in assisting the 
settlement of questions which have greatly 
affected the history of our country, could not 
help but accurately foreshadow the life so 
closed. From 1033 the line is unbroken and is 
closely identified with the stirring and import¬ 
ant events of both England and America. This 
man's family and himself have become promi¬ 
nent figures in tlie national life of two continents. 
John J. Foote began life with the history of a 
good name. He could proudly point to men 
whose record was one of fidelity, the maintenance 
of great principles, and who, in the crisis of the 
nation's history, were willing to give their all 
to maintain the nation’s integrity and welfare. 
His educational training was thorough, and 
though he did not pursue n full classical course, 
later in life he received his degree from Madison, 
(now Colgate) University. In his early career 
he took an active part in politics as a member 
of the Whig party, and by reason of his personal 
popularity and political sagacity was many times 
elected to various local offices, even when his 


party was largely in the minority. He counted 
as his friends the leaders of the Republican 
party, and was prominently identified with such 
men as Thurlow Weed, Roscoe Conkling and 
Henry Clay. When the war broke out, he 
gained additional prominence by doing all in his 
power to suppress the rebellion. , When Fort 
Sumter was fired upon, he was called Into a 
conference in New York City- with Thurlow- 
Weed, Governor Morgan, General Wool and 
others to consider the situation, and devise means 
for putting New York on a war-footing. The 
meeting was held on Saturday night, and the 
Legislature was to adjourn on the following 
Monday. It was imperative for the proposed 
adjournment to be postponed, and Mr. Foote 
was delegated to go to Albany for that purpose. 

The four years of national turmoil furnishes 
many records of the toil and labor of Mr. Foote 
in behalf of the Union cause. In 1S05, his 
health having become seriously impaired, he 
sold out his business in Hamilton, and removed 
with ills family to Belvidere, Ill., where he set¬ 
tled on a large farm, giving attention mainly 
to agricultural pursuits. Shortly after Mr. 
James was made Postmaster in New York by 
President Grant, Mr. Foote was tendered the 
important office of Auditor, a position which 
had been newly erented. He accepted the posi¬ 
tion with the understanding that, as soon as .he 
had systematized the financial affairs of the 
postoflice, he should be allowed to retire. The 
task proved much greater than he had expected 
and occupied tlie next three years. His work 
there has passed into the history of the depart¬ 
ment. Under his administration, abuses were 
corrected, the rights of the Government pre¬ 
served, and a system adopted for use which, for 
years afterward, placed that office at the very 
head of the Postal Department. More than once 
was he called upon to settle questions which in¬ 
volved the maintenance of his integrity and the 
preserving of those principles which had so dis¬ 
tinguished his past life. To his superiors he 
would answer, “Very well. I have sworn to 
enforce these rules, and I shall do so. It is in 
your power to change the rules, but it is not in 
your power to otherwise change my obligations.” 
Upon his return to Belvidere, Ill., he turned his 
attention again to private affairs, becoming in¬ 
terested in the various municipal, banking and 
other enterprises, and proved a skilled and able 
financier. Only in minor offices did he again 
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enter politics, and then only because he was 
practically the .unanimous choice of his fellow 
citizens. 

As already stated, Mr. Foote’s death occurred 
April 15, 1905, being survived by his wife and 
three children. The funeral services were held 
on Wednesday afternoon, April 19, 1905, from 
the residence, on Lincoln Avenue, where he had 
lived many years. Rev. Dr. Pierce had charge of 
the service, assisted by the Rev. B. L. Brittin, 
of the Presbyterian Church. Interment was 
made in the family lot in the Belvidere cemetery. 

Mr. Foote’s children were: Mary Annette, 
born in Hamilton, N. X., graduated from Hamil¬ 
ton Female Seminary and Troy Female Semin¬ 
ary. and married at Hamilton, N. X., September 
21, 1S63; Hon, Enos Clark, graduate of Colgate 
University, and a prominent lawyer of St. Louis, 
Mo.; John Crocker, whose sketch is given on a 
preceding section; and Harriet, born in Hamil¬ 
ton, N. X., was educated at Ingham University, 
Troy, N. X., and Mary’s Institute, St. Louis, Mo., 
is a woman of great executive ability, engaged 
prominently in Presbyterian Church work— 
married David D. Sabin of Belvidere, Ill., and 
is one of the leaders in Belvidere social mat¬ 
ters and public affairs in which ladies take a 
part. The death of the widow, Mrs. Mary 
(Crocker) Foote, occurred at the Liuocln Avenue 
residence January 8, 1908, surrounded by her 
devoted children and grandchildren, her taking 
away being felt as a great loss, not only by 
her family a' l many intimate friends, but by 
many others less endoweu >y wealth, for whom, 
in her quiet way, she had done so many acts of 
kindness. 

FULLER, Allen Curtis.—(See Historical Ency¬ 
clopedia part, of this work, pp. 17S-179; also 
Chapter XVI, Boone County History. 

FULLER, Hon. Charles E., of Belvidere, Boone 
County, Ill., member of Congress from the 
Twelfth Congressional District of Illinois, was 
bom in Flora Township, Boone County, a son 
of Seymour Fuller, of Shaftsbury, Vt., the lat¬ 
ter being a son of Solomon Fuller, who moved 
from that State to Wyoming County, N. X., 
where he died. Solomon Fuller, in turn, was a 
son of Elijah Fuller, whose •death took place in 
Shaftsbury. Seymour Fuller married Eliza A. 
Mordoff, of Wyoming County, N. X., and came 
to Illinois via the lakes in 1844. He settled on 


government land in Flora Township, where he 
passed the remainder of his life, his wife hav¬ 
ing preceded him to the grave in 1882. Charles 
E. Fuller received his education in the district 
schools, the Belvidere High School and Wheaton 
College, afterwards reading law with Jesse S. 
Hildrup, and being admitted to the bar in 1870. 
He was married to Sarah A. Mackey, of Cherry 
A'alley, Boone County. 

Politically, Mr. Fuller is one of the most prom¬ 
inent Republicans of Illinois. In 1870 he was 
elected State's Attorney and, in 1878, State 
Senator, serving one term (187S-S2), when he 
was elected Representative, there serving three 
consecutive terms (1882-8S), when he was 
returned to the Senate for one term (1888-92.) 
In 1SS4 he was a delegate to the Republican 
National Convention, aud in 1S97 was elected 
Circuit Judge for the Seventeenth Judicial Cir¬ 
cuit. In 1902, before the expiration of his six 
year term upon the bench, he was elected Re¬ 
presentative in the Fifty-eighth Congress, and 
has since been continuously re-elected (1904,1906 
and 1908), his last nomination being unanimous. 
In each successive position held by Judge Fuller 
since his entrance into public life, he has con¬ 
stantly maintained mul enhanced his high repu¬ 
tation as an able, diligent mul faithful servant 
of the people. He raised a regiment for the 
war witli Spain and was commissioned Colonel 
of the same, but the war was over before the 
regiment was called Into sendee. 

GOODALL,' Robert, a successful farmer and 
prominent resident of LeRoy Township, Boone 
County, Ill., was born in Scarbury, Lancaster- 
shire, England, September 18, 1S40, a son of 
William and Ann (Maw) Goodall. It is said 
that nn uncle of Mrs. William Goodall, named 
Maw, was the first manufacturer of paper in 
Canada. In 1843 William Goodall and family 
landed in Boone Township, although they had 
landed in New Xork on September 18 of the 
preceding year. From there they went to 
Utica, where they visited with relatives, reach¬ 
ing Boone Township on June 12 of the year fol¬ 
lowing. A friend of the family, named Wood, 
who visited in Uticn, induced Mr. Goodall to go 
to Boone Township. When Mr. Goodall arrived 
he found that two brothers, Alfred and Harmon, 
had bought three hundred and twenty-eight 
acres of land, but had paid only one-half the 
debt, and so Mr. Goodall decided to purchase 320 
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acres for $1,250, including the crop then stand¬ 
ing. The property had a fair bam on it and a 
log house, and into the latter he moved his fam¬ 
ily and harvested the crop. Robert Goodall 
has a very interesting pencil-drawing of the old 
house and barn, with a yoke of oxen hitched 
to a log which they were hauling to the saw¬ 
mill. For fourteen years this log house was 
the home, when In 1850 the present home was 
built. It is a brick structure and in good re¬ 
pair after fifty-two years of service. The brick 
used in its construction was made at Gapron. 
The bouse had been reshingled but once, and yet 
is good for many years. Here William Goodall 
and bis wife passed their lives, he dying in 
March, 1808, aged about eighty-one years, and 
his wife surviving until September, 1SS3, when 
she, too, passed away, aged eighty-five. The fam¬ 
ily of William Goodall and wife were: Eliz¬ 
abeth, who married Samuel Noble and while 
crossing the oeeaD died and was buried at sea; 
Diana married Samuel Noble, her brother-in-law, 
and died in 1S93, aged seventy-one; William 
was a farmer in the vicinity of the homestead, 
where he died in 1SS9, aged sixty-eight; Jane 
died at the age of twenty-four; Robert, subject 
of this sketch; Thomas, a farmer on property 
adjoining the homestead, being the only mem¬ 
ber of the family horn in America, the date of 
his birth being March 4, 1815. Before coming 
to America, William Goodall and wife were 
members of the Church of England, but after 
locating in Illinois, supported the Methodist 
Church. Although originally a Democrat, dur¬ 
ing the Civil War the family espoused the cause 
of the Union, and William Goodall became a Re¬ 
publican. While he did not try to place all of 
bis land under cultivation, he had one of the 
best farms in his vicinity, and endured many 
hardships in the early days, hauling his wheat 
to Chicago. He was a man widely and favor¬ 
ably known and bore his full part in the de¬ 
velopment of the community. 

Robert Goodall remained at home until at¬ 
taining his majority, then worked for two seas¬ 
ons at $15 per mouth, when, in 1SG4, he engaged 
with Daniel Blodgett to care for the horses Mr. 
Blodgett was in the habit of taking across the 
plains. There were forty-five horses and he was 
paid $50 for his services during the trip, besides 
getting his passage. He remained in California 
until 1860, but, owing to sickness and scarcity 
of work, was not able to make much, although 
for a time he took charge of a farm of 1,000 


acres. In 1869 he came home overland to join 
his mother and took charge of her farm. He 
expected to return to California, but having in¬ 
herited eighty acres, he bought the other eighty 
from his sisters, and still later added forty 
acres more, and now owns two hundred acres of 
fine land, upon which he carries on dairying, 
milking twenty head of cows. He has improved 
the property, built a barn in 1904, and has put 
in much improved machinery. 

On September 18, 1S72, Mr. Goodall married 
Catherine Perring, who belongs to an old Eng¬ 
lish family that came to America in 1S07. The 
family born to Mr. and Mrs. Goodall is as fol¬ 
lows: Joseph P., has been Township Cleric for 
nine years, operates the homestead, is married 
and has three children; Ernest W., unmarried, 
is at home; Edward R., an engineer of Beloit, 
Wis., is married and has one child; Christabel 
E., is a teacher and student at the Normal 
School, having taught two years in his home dis¬ 
trict. 

GORMAN, Wiiliam E., stock-dealer and re¬ 
tired fanner, and ex-Sheriff of Boone County, Ill., 
residing at Poplar Grove. The career of Mr. 
Gorman has all along been marked by evidence 
of the kind of character which makes a man 
trusted by his fellow-citizens. Not only has he 
been successful in business as men are success¬ 
ful who base their operations on the idea of the 
square deal, but he has been called to offices of 
trust and responsibility in the administration of 
which much of public importance has been at 
stake, and which he has filled with no less in¬ 
tegrity than ability. In both lines of descent 
Mr. Gorman is of Irish blood. His parents, 
Philip .and Mary (Riley) Gorman, were both 
born in Ireland, but they were married in Can¬ 
ada, and were the parents of ten children, of 
whom William E„ is the youngest. They came 
to Belvidere in 1S44, and Philip' Gorman’s house 
was the firse residence erected in the part of 
the city now known as the “South Side.” Some 
years later they removed to a farm in Caledonia 
Township, near Poplar Grove, where Mr’. Gorman 
entered upon a successful career as a farmer, 
which was terminated by his death in his seven¬ 
ty-third year. His widow survived him until her 
ninetieth year. 

The boyhood of ex-Sheriff Gorman was passed 
on his father’s farm in Caledonia Township, 
and he obtained his education in the common 
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schools near bis home. His thorough knowledge 
of farming and stock-raising was acquired un¬ 
der his father’s able instruction. He married 
Evangeline Pearsall, popularly known as Eva 
Pearsall, October 12, 1S91. Mrs. Gorman is a 
member of an old Boone County family and a na¬ 
tive of Poplar Grove, her relatives being mentioned 
in other biographical sketches in this work. Mr. 
Gorman lived several years at Belvidere, where 
he was a member of the police force, and while 
living on his farm in Boone County he served 
his fellow citizens in the office of Constable. In 
1898 he was elected Sheriff of Boone County and 
removed again to Belvidere, where he lived 
four years. As Sheriff he made a record as a 
shrewd, dependable official of which any man 
might be justly proud. Since his retirement 
from official life, he has given his attention to 
farming and has dealt largely in live stock, 
being the leading buyer and shipper in that line 
at Poplar Grove. His son Sidney Eugene Gor¬ 
man, was bom December S, 1S92, and is a high 
school student. 

GREENLEE, John, Jr.—During the making of 
American history there has drifted to the United 
States a race of people that have truly earned 
the name of being successful. They are recog¬ 
nized as being among our foremost citizens, who 
have by an inherent and indomitable will made 
their influence felt in every walk of life. On 
July 4, 1S33, a son was born at Kintyre, Argyle- 
shire, Scotland, of sturdy, hardworking parents, 
plain but honest and industrious, who belong to 
this same race that has given us so many of our 
most representative people. The name of this 
boy was John Greenlee, Jr., and his father bore 
the same name. He was born amid the greeu 
hills of Argyleshire, in the Parish of South-end, 
August 16, 1791, and soon afterwards he was 
consecrated to the Lord in baptism, as the rec¬ 
ords of the Presbyterian Church of that parish 
will show. The first breath he drew was of the 
air of that sea-girt island, and with it he imbibed 
those sterling qualities of heart and soul which 
have made Scotchmen noted the world over. His 
early advantages in school were limited, but 
what he did know, he improved upon and never 
forgot anything. He lived in the days of few 
books, but what he possessed were read thor¬ 
oughly and digested well. 

John Greenlee was ever eager for knowledge 
and thoroughly believed that through it he could 


attain to power, and even in early childljood he 
was often found eagerly devouring the pages of 
such standard works as Harvey’s “Meditations 
on the Starry Heavens,” and “Among the 
Tombs,” Young’s “Night Thoughts,” Milton’s 
“Paradise Lost and Regained,” Doddridge’s “Rise 
and Progress on Religion in the Soul,” and va¬ 
rious works oil the Prophecies, together with the 
Westminster Catechism. He had a wonderfully 
retentive memory, and what he had read was 
ever before him like an unlocked treasure house, 
from which he drew at will. Only a few weeks 
bfore his death, he was heard to repeat whole 
passages from these books. 

At the age of thirty-two he married Helen 
Brown, a daughter of a neighboring farmer, and 
as years went by, in that same land in which the 
parents first drew breath, three sons and three 
daughters were born to them. In time, too, crops 
began to fail and rents became oppressive, and 
tales of the wealth and opportunities of the new 
western world began to waft across the expanse 
of water to the sea-girt isle. They were repeated 
on the hills of Argyleshire, and mothers with 
their babes in their arms listened and wondered. 
A tide of emigration swept across this land of 
Robert Burns, and with it carried John Greenlee, 
Sr., with his wife and family across the stormy 
Atlantic and on to the Valley of the Mississippi. 
It was in the harvest month of August, in 
1S3C, that the weary travelers reached Ottawa, 
III., where they remained until December of that 
year, when John Greenlee took a claim in Cale¬ 
donia Township, Boone County, III., near the 
center of what is now known as the “Soctch Set¬ 
tlement.” The following spring he moved his 
family from Ottawa to the claim, and there, and 
near the spot, he resided for a period of forty 
years. He was the pioneer Scotchman of the 
great settlement and one of the pioneers of Boone 
County. In time he gathered about him 200 
Scotch families, and he was also the pioneer in 
the establishment of the Willow' Creek Presbyte¬ 
rian Church of the settlement, which has devel¬ 
oped until it is the largest country church in 
America. 

To Mr. and Mrs. John Greenlee, Sr., were born 
eight children: Martha, Eliza, George, Charles, 
Janette, John, Jr., Helen and Ann, and of these 
all are still living except Martha, George and 
Charles. The father of this large and industrious 
family was called to his final resting place at 
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the age of ninety-one yea re and four months. 
During the years he spent in the United States, 
wonderful changes took place, marvelous inven¬ 
tions were made and the whole system of lif^ 
was changed. ■ During such times, and under the 
stimulant of such surroundings, the character of 
men was developed, and their worth proven. 

Amid such surroundings John Greenlee, Jr., 
was reared, and while his educational advantages 
were better than those accorded his father, per¬ 
haps he imbibed less real knowledge, for the 
elder Mr. Greenlee was a very remarkable man. 
The younger John went to the district school in 
Harlem Township, and then to a select school at 
Marengo, where he took up the higher branches, 
but instead of going any further he decided it 
was better to prepare himself for a business ca¬ 
reer, as his tastes were in that direction. 

In 1804 he married Miss Elizabeth Brown, who 
died in 1S70, survived by her husband and two 
daughters, Helen and Elizabeth Brown, who re¬ 
side with their father at No. S05 North State 
Street, Belvidere, Ill., in a large and commodious 
residence. 

After leaving the farm, Mr. Greenlee moved 
to Belvidere, and entered the hardware business 
in partnership with his brother, Charles Greenlee, 
and brother-in-law, Janies O. Gregory. Eater the 
partnership was dissolved and another formed 
with his brother, George Greenlee, and Robert 
Harvey, which continued until 18S9. Then he, 
together with several others, organized the Peo¬ 
ple’s Bank, and he was appointed to the position 
of cashier and became one of the Board of Direc¬ 
tors, which place he held until 190S. I-Ie assisted 
in the organization of the Belvidere Telephone 
Company and until recently was one of its Board 
of Directors. He was a stockholder of the Na¬ 
tional Sewing Machine Company, and has ever 
taken an active part in all matters pertaining to 
the welfare of the public. In 1S8G he was elected 
County Treasurer and served one tenn, and he 
has held various other offices, including that of 
Supervisor and member of the North Side School 
Board. Until June 18, 1897, when attacked by 
a stroke of paralysis, his life has been full and 
active. Ahvays genial, he has won a host of 
friends wherever he has been. AVhile now he is 
seen frequently upon the street in his wheel chair, 
his genial face and active mind are sadly missed 
from ( business circles and social life. 


HEATH, Stanley T., farmer and thresher, Cap- 
ron, Boone Township, Boone County. Ill. Those 
who know the prominent citizen just mentioned 
are aware that he has won a very creditable suc¬ 
cess in life, and all agree that he has achieved it 
by the exercise of all those personal qualities 
which make for stalwart manhood and praise¬ 
worthy citizenship. Though he did not come 
into the world without some financial prospects 
already provided for him, he is. in the truest 
sense of the phrase, a self-made man who has 
carefully marked out his own career and per¬ 
sistently walked very near to the line. 

Stanley T. Heath was born in Bonus Town¬ 
ship, October 17, 1S57, a son of Clarkson Wright 
and Cynthia (Stevenson) Heath, his father a 
native of New Jersey, his mother a native of 
Ohio. Clarkson W. Heath was born March 31, 
1S24. He was brought early in life to Ohio, 
where he grew to manhood. He came to Illinois 
in 1S45, reaching Boone County, October 12. I-Ie 
settled first in Bonus Township, later removing 
to Boone Township, three miles south of Capron, 
to which village he removed some years before 
his death. From the organization of the Repub¬ 
lican party' he advocated and voted for its prin¬ 
ciples. Taking a prominent part in local affairs, 
he served four years as Supervisor of his town¬ 
ship and held other township offices. The tem¬ 
perance question early attracted his attention 
and, from his early manhood until his death, he 
was decidedly a temperance man. Though not 
a member of any church, he was from time to 
time an attendant upon the services of different 
churches in his vicinity and helped to support 
them all. 

In 1S47 Clarkson Wright Heath married Miss 
Jane Miller, who died seven years later, leaving 
two children—Clara, who is Mrs. Charles Froth- 
ingham, and Delia, who is the widow of Sey¬ 
mour Van Epps, late of Belvidere, and the 
mother of Arthur J. and Walter S. Van Epps, 
who are represented by biographical sketches 
elsewhere in this volume. April 12, 1856, Mr. 
Heath married Cynthia Stephenson, who bore him 
children as follows: Stanley T.. the eldest, who 
receives attention below; Inn, Mrs. Elmer An¬ 
drews, whose husband is a contractor at Oak 
Park, Ill.; William R., is an official of the Lar¬ 
kin Soap Company, Buffalo, N. T. 

Mrs. Heath, who is a daughter of Edward and 
Sarah (Watson) Stevenson, was bom in Leb¬ 
anon, Warren County, Ohio, October 11, 1S30, 
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and was brought to Boone County in 1836, when 
she was about six years old, thus becoming a 
pioneer in that part of the State. The Steven- 
sons were the first family to locate in the north¬ 
ern part of Bonus Township. They lived in a 
tent until the father could erect a log cabin, 
which, in time, gave place to a modern dwelling. 
There Mr. Stevenson died, aged eighty-four 
years, and his wife aged seventy-eight years. Of 
their family of eleven children, eight lived to 
manhood and womanhood, and only two are now 
living; Mrs. Heath and her sister Emily, who 
is the widow of Marvin Robbins and a resident 
of Capron. The names of those who died after 
reaching maturity were Silas, John, Milton, Rob¬ 
ert, William and Elizabeth. All of Mrs. Heath’s 
brothers settled in Boone County. Elizabeth 
married John Bobbius, half-brother of the late 
Marvin Robins, and died in Idaho. 

■ Stanley T. Heath lived in Bonus Township 
until he was about nine years old, when he was 
brought to Boone Township, to a home three 
miles south of Capron. where he lived until he 
was thirty-three years old. October 21, 1S85, 
he married Miss Nellie Sands, daughter of Wil¬ 
liam Sands, a sketch of whose life will be found 
elsewhere in this volume. Five years later, he 
removed to a farm in Boone Township, half a 
mile north of Caprou, and since March. 1S92, he 
has lived in that village. He attends to two 
farms, one of eighty acres in LeRoy Township, 
and the old Heath homestead, three miles south 
of Capron. For thirty years he has been the 
leading thresher in his part of the county and 
during much of that time the only one. He had 
worked on a threshing machine three years be¬ 
fore he engaged in business for himself, thus ex¬ 
tending his connection with that industry to a 
third of a century. He has worn out three 
threshing machines and is now using his fourth. 
His first macliiue was an old Minnesota Chief 
horse-power thresher. His next one was a Nich¬ 
ols & Shepherd steam-power machine. His last 
and his present machines are and have been Ad¬ 
vance threshers. He was the first man in the 
northern part of the county to use a steam- 
thresher. 1-Ie was also one of the pioneers in 
the use of the best corn-sliellers, shredders, clo- 
ver-hullers and other machines of their class. 
On November 3, 1906, he lost his left hand while 
operating a corn-shredder. 

Mr. Heath is a director of the Boone County 
Fire Insurance Company and handles its local 


business at and in the vicinity of Capron. He 
has built three . residences in Capron and the 
house in which he now lives is an attractive one. 
modern in all its apointments. He has from his 
youth been a Republican, takes an active inter¬ 
est in political matters and has been a member 
of the Boone County Central Committee. A mem¬ 
ber of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, he 
has passed all the chairs of his lodge and has sat 
in the Grand Lodge; is also a member of the 
Modem Woodmen of America. He states that 
he has never been sick a day in his life, but 
seems to be peculiarly subject to accident. Mrs. 
Heath, who was formerly a teacher of music, is 
still an ardent devotee to the musical art. 

. Stanley T. and Nellie (Sands) Heath have 
three children. Their son, William C., Is a stu¬ 
dent at the Lewis Institute, Chicago; Hazel is 
studying music at Buffalo, and Ina is a student 
in the high school at Capron. 

HERBERT, Benjamin Strong.—In Boone 
Township, Boone County, may be seen a beauti¬ 
ful farm, adorned with a large and comfortable 
residence and first class farm-buildings, which 
is the property of Benjamin S. Herbert, now 
living on Lincoln Avenue in Belvidere. Mr, Her¬ 
bert, one of a family of eight children, was born 
in Bonus Township, January 12, 1847. He was 
the son of John Henry and Mary (Jones) Her¬ 
bert. In 1879 he married Matilda E. McMaster, 
the fifth child of David William and Plioebe 
(Green) McMaster. Mr. McMaster was one of 
the early pioneers of Boone County. He dieo 
July 3, 1S99, leaving to each of his children a 
comfortable inheritance. In 1S73, Mr. Herbert, 
with his brother, William R., bought the home¬ 
stead from their father, which they jointly 
owned until 18S3. Later, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
increased their holdings, now owning 630 acres 
o'f highly productive land in Bonus Township. 

In politics, Mr. Herbert is a Republican, and 
while in no ways seeking official honors, he has 
served ten years on the Board of Education In 
Belvidere, a position he still holds. Fraternally 
he is a member of the Masonic Order, belonging 
to the Crusade Commnndery No. 17 ,of Rock¬ 
ford, and the Freeport Consistory, S. P. R. S. 
His intelligence, enterprise and integrity have 
made him prominent in business and social 
circles. 

' HERBERT, John Henry.—rioneer life in Illi¬ 
nois during the Stnte’s early history meant hard- 
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ships of which the rising generation know noth¬ 
ing, for those sturdy forerunners of civilization 
had to haul all the grain and stock, as well as 
wool from their sheep, with their own wagone 
and teams over almost impassable roads to Chi¬ 
cago. Prices were very low for farm products, 
and extremely high for manufactured commodi¬ 
ties, while sugar, coffee and' other like goods 
were then luxuries indeed. 

- Among those pioneers who will always be 
closely associated with the development of Boone 
County, Is the late John Henry Herbert, who 
was born in New Xork City, March 12, 1805, and 
there followed the trade of a cabinet maker. 
He was united in marriage with Mary Jones, 
December, 22, 1S30. Six years later, coming to. 
Illinois with his wife and three children, he took 
up a claim of 040 acres in Bonus Township, Boone 
County, which he purchased from the Govern¬ 
ment for $1.25 per acre, as .soon as the survey 
was completed. He built the first frame house 
in Bonus, where five of his eight children were 
born, aud during the fifty years it served as the 
home for the different members of the family 
not a death"occurred within its walls. 

Mr. Herbert’s chief pleasure was in his sheep, 
although he was likewise fond of horticulture, 
growing many choice varieties of fruit, especially 
apples, in his orchard and garden. As he watch¬ 
ed the city of his birth develop into the great 
metropolis, Mr. Herbert was fond of relating tba 1 
he obtained his first experience in farming in 
New York City. There he kept quite a drove of 
swine, which roamed at large, unmolested, and 
obtained most of their forage from the fruit 
venders aud grocers of Broadway. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Herbert were consistent 
members of the First Baptist Church of Belvi- 
dere, which they helped to found. As their 
daughters grew up and returned from Rockford 
College, where they were educated, their home 
became the center for gatherings of their friends, 
and noted for its hospitality, in which both 
friends and strangers were always cordially 
welcome. 

In 1873, .selling his farm to his two sons, 
Benjamin and "William, Mr. Herbert removed to 
Belvidere with his wife and two unmarried 
daughters, and purchased a home on Lincoln 
Avenue, where he resided until his death, which 
occurred in 1891. In politics Mr. Herbert was 
a Republican, holding several offices. A man of 
strong moral character, he had great influence 


upon the community and nobly bore his part in 
its development. 

HEWER, Frank, a thorough and thrifty farmer, 
owning two hundred acres of fine land In Spring . 
Township, Boone County, Ill., entirely cultivated 
and well improved, was born in Wiltshire, Eng¬ 
land, January 19, 1848. His parents were Wil¬ 
liam and Mary (Smith) Hewer, who spent their 
whole lives in that country. Of their children, 
seven lived to years of maturity, six of whom 
were sons. Frank, who was the fourth son, was 
reared in Wiltshire, England, where he remained / 
until 1S74, following agricultural pursuits. In 
July of that year he came to the United States, 
locating in Boone County, Ill., where he lived 
with his brother Joseph in Spring Township 
about a year; then in company with his brother 
Henry he purchased a farm in Kane County, Ill., 
on which he followed farming until about 1S77, 
when they sold the property, and, in 1879, Mr. 
Hewer bought the place which is now his home. 

It consists of two hundred acres, is improved 
with good buildings and is all under cultivation. 

On July 10, 1S79, in Spring Township, Boone 
County, Mr. Hewer was married to Anna Wieg- 
low, born near Baraboo, Wis., November 22. 
1800, a daughter of Frederick and Barbara 
(Keitel) Wieglow. Three children were the off¬ 
spring of this union: Elizabeth A., Wiliam R. 
and Frederick W. The mother of this family 
died in Spring Township, March IS, 1900. 

Mr. Hewer attends faithfully to his duties as 
a citizen and is respected by his fellow towns¬ 
men, to whom he has been favorably known for 
nearly thirty years. His political connection is 
with the Republican party. 

HOLLEMBEAK, George L., was born in Spring 
Township, Boone County, Ill., December 5, 1S50, 
and has lived in the same locality ever since. 

His father was William H. Hollembeak, and the 
maiden name of his mother was Maria Sliattuek, 
the former being a native of Pennsylvania and 
the latter of Ohio. For years their home was in 
Spring Township, where William Hollembeak 
carried on farming. He finally sold his farm, 
which was located in Shattuck’s Grove, and took 
up his residence in Sycamore, Ill., living In re¬ 
tirement until his death, in July, 1903, at the age 
of eighty-three years. His widow still survives. 
Three sous composed their family: George L., 
Frank and Abraham. The subject of this sketch 
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has always devoted his attention to farming and 
stockraising and is the owner of one hundred 
and sixty acres of land. 

On December 21, 18T6, Mr. Hollembeak was 
married to Belvina Goff, who was born in De- 
Kalb County, Ill., July 5, 1855, and is a daugh¬ 
ter of William Goff, formerly a resident of that 
county. Three children were born to this union: 
Adelbert W., Edward and Ida M., wife of Ralph 
Dove. Politically, Mr. Hollembeak is a sup¬ 
porter of the Democratic party. He has taken 
considerable interest ,in township affairs and has 
creditably discharged the duties of highway com¬ 
missioner. 

HYNDMAN, Robert H., retired farmer, police 
magistrate, Capron, Boone County, Ill. There is 
' no reason why a good Irishman should not be¬ 
come a good American citizen; in fact, there are 
many reasons why he should do so, and experi¬ 
ence teaches that usually he does. Of all the 
truly civilized peoples on the face of the globe, 
the Irish have perhaps more cause than any 
others to wish to improve their condition. With 
the example of other subjects of Great Britain 
before them, they naturally look to America for 
opportunities for development which are denied 
them in their own Green Isle. They are pre-emi¬ 
nently a liberty loving people and, above all, they 
are lovers of justice; and, from pre-revolution¬ 
ary times to the present, Irishmen in America 
have shown themselves to be patriotic, risking 
their lives for the flag under which they have 
found protection and an open way for advance- 
• ment along all lines of human endeavor. Illinois 
has had reason to be proud of her Irish citizens, 
and in this pride Boone County has a share. 

Robert H. Hyndman is of Irish parentage and 
* was bom in Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada, Sep¬ 
tember 11, 1842. His parents, George and Ann 
Hyndman, natives of County Sligo, Ireland, but 
in some lines of English ancestry, came to Can¬ 
ada many years ago. From Canada they came 
in April, 1859, to Forreston, Ogle County, Ill. 
Settling on a farm near that town, they made 
improvements and prospered, but eventually re¬ 
moved to Hampton, Iowa, where they died. Rob¬ 
ert H. Hyndman was a little more than sixteen 
years old when his parents settled in Ogle 
County, and he had just entered his twenty-sixth 
year when, May 29, 1869, he married Margaret 
Jane Campbell. Miss Campbell, who was a na¬ 
tive of Ontario, Canada, had been brought to 


the United States in 1858, by her parents, An¬ 
drew and Belinda Campbell, who settled in For¬ 
reston Township, "Ogle County, Ill., and in 1870 
moved from there to Grundy Counts - , Iowa, lo¬ 
cating at Parkersburg, where they are buried. 
Mrs. Hyndman is a sister of John T. Campbell, 
the well known banker of Forreston, and of Mrs. 
Arthur Hyndman; of Belvidere. Mr. Hyndman 
has a brother, George C. Hyndman, in Chicago, 
who was during all his active life a farmer, ex¬ 
cept in the time of the Civil War, when he was 
a member of the Ninets'-second Regiment, Illi¬ 
nois Volunteer Infantry. 

From 1S69 to ISOS, during a period of twenty- 
nine years, Robert H. Hyndman lived on his 
farm in LeRoy Township. That farm, compris¬ 
ing two hundred and fifty acres, is divided by 
the highway and has two sets of improvements. 
For many s'ears it was devoted to dairying and 
general farming, A part of it is operated by his 
son-in-law, Frank T. Ellingsou, who keeps thirty 
cows and makes use of a power milking-machine, 
which has proven quite satisfactory. Mr. Hynd¬ 
man left the farm in 1S98, since when he has 
lived practically retired from active life. He is 
known throughout Boone County as one of the 
“old threshermen,” having threshed very exten¬ 
sively for many years. He has a fine hbme at 
Capron. 

Politically, Mr. Hyndman is a Republican and. 
ns a member of that party, takes a helpful inter¬ 
est In all public affairs and has served in differ¬ 
ent township offices, notably as school director 
for twenty-four years and as police magistrate 
at Cnpron for seven years. At the same time, 
it should be stated that he is not in the ordinary 
sense of the phrase an active politician. He is 
a Modern Woodman, devoted to all interests ot 
his order. A born sportsman, he is a lover of 
open-air life and keeps a summer house on 
Devil’s Lake, Wis., where he annually pnsses 
considerable time fishing and hunting. Mr. and 
Mrs. Hyndman are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at Capron, of which Mr. Hynd¬ 
man is a trustee and steward. 

Robert H. and Margaret Jane (Campbell) 
Hyndman have children named Edward Robert, 
Ada Belle and Gertude Blanche. Edward R., of 
Capron, is a dealer in grain, agricultural imple¬ 
ments. automobiles, buggies and coal. Ada B. is 
the wife of Montgomery Yates, who is a farmer 
in Bonus Township. Gertrude B. married Frank 
T. Ellingsou, a farmer in LeRoy Township. 
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IVERSON, John.—One of the most energetic, 
thrifty and prosperous of the pioneer farmers 
of Boone Township, Boone County, II!., was bom 
in Norway, June S, 1833, and on coming to the 
United States in 1853 spent fourteen years in 
Chicago, working in the yards of a wholesale 
and retail lumber firm, where he gained a good 
position. In 1867 he located on his present farm, 
haring bought one hundred and forty acres at 
§25 per acre, to which he has since added eighty 
acres. In 1886, he built the residence in which 
he lives, and now has one of the best improved 
farms in the locality, situated in the center of 
Boone Township. He is engaged in mixed farm¬ 
ing, devoting his attention principally to dairy¬ 
ing, milking 25 cows, and raising hogs. His 
place is in all respects equal to any in the town¬ 
ship. 

On May 21, I SOI, Mr. Iverson was married, in 
Boone Township, to Christe Wange, who was 
born in Norway and was brought to the United 
States at the age of one year, her parents, Iuge- 
bret and Betsy Johnson (Nelson) Wange, 
settling in Boone Township in 1S44. Bnt one 
of the old residents had preceded them, who 
arrived in 1843. Several other Norwegian 
families came about the year 1844, and all lo¬ 
cated near what is now the village of Caprou. 
While in Chicago Mr. Iverson had visited some 
of his countrymen who had settled in this region, 
and the impressions made by the visit induced 
him to move to Boone County. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Iverson were born seven children, as fol¬ 
lows: Julia Augusta, wife of Hans Fardell, of 
Hamilton Count}-. Iowa, deceased at the age of 
twenty-seven years; Ingebert, who operated a 
canning factory in Dane Count}-, Iowa, and died 
at the same age; Irving, whose home is in Ward 
County, N. D.; Nels, a farmer in Emmet County, 
Iowa; Bertha, wife of John Seaver, Boone 
Township; Samuel, who is conducting the home 
farm, and Justine, who resides at Normal, Ill., 
and is engaged in the practice of dentistry. 

Politically, John Iverson is an old time Re¬ 
publican, and east his first vote for John C. 
Fremont. He has rendered good public service 
in the office of School Trustee, and is a member 
of the Capron Lutheran Church, whose place of 
worship his wife’s family helped to erect. 

JACKSON, Nathan D., Justice of the Peace re¬ 
siding in Bonus Township, Boone County, Ill., 
and one of the best known men in his section of 


the country, was born in the same township, 
April 2, 1S45, a son of Charles D. and Mary Ann 
(Stow) Jackson, the former a native of Newton, 
Mass., and the latter of New York State, where 
her birth occurred in Broome County., The pa¬ 
ternal grandfather, Charles Jackson, was a Mas¬ 
sachusetts man, who, together with his wife, 
Ann (Hagar) Jackson, settled in McHenry 
County, Ill., during the ’40s and there both died. 
Charles Jackson was the eldest of a family of 
eight children. Mary Ann Stow was brought by 
her parents to Peru, Ill., in 1836 and her mar¬ 
riage to Charles D. Jackson took place in Boone 
Township. Immediately after their nuptials 
they located in Bonus Township, where the 
father followed farming for the remainder of his 
life. He died March 0, 1891, his widow surviv¬ 
ing him until January 27, 1894. They had two 
children. Nathan D., and Lucy A., wife of Wil¬ 
liam D. McCabe, her husband dying in Belvidere. 

The subject of this sketch was reared on the 
home farm, receiving his education in the dis¬ 
trict schools, and has passed his whole life in 
the township where he was born. He is a man 
of sterling character and enjoys the respect and 
confidence of all classes in the community, of 
which he has been a useful member more than 
three score years. He is the owner of three hun¬ 
dred and twenty-three acres of land, all im¬ 
proved. 

On September 3, 1S79, Mr. Jackson was mar¬ 
ried to Ellen E. Ward, a native of Manchester 
Township, Boone County, Ill., where she was 
born, November 11, 1S57. Her father was Chris¬ 
topher Ward, and the maiden name of her mother 
was Jeannette Milligan. Christopher Ward was 
born in Yorkshire, England, and his wife in 
Glasgow. Scotland. They came to the United 
States and, proceeding at once to Illinois, settled 
in Manchester Township, Boone County, about 
the year 1S50. Mr. Ward departed this life 
February 21, 1SS7, his wife passing away June 
10, 1S9D. They had two children: Alfred, who 
is a farmer in Manchester Township, and Ellen 
E. Six children have resulted from the union 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jackson, as follows: Alfred B.; 
Lottie H., wife of R. M. Porter;'Charles C.; 
Mary A. J., wife of R. S. Fleming;' Neal D.. and 
Ethel E. The eldest son, Alfred, died in his 
thirteenth year. 

Politically, Mr. Jackson is a Republican, with 
an influential voice in the local councils of his 
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party. , He was first appointed Justice of the 
Peace.by Gov. Yates, and was reappointed by 
Gov. Deneen. For fifteen years he has held the 
office of school director and has served several 
years as highway commissioner. 

JOHNSON, Henry S., a successful farmer re¬ 
siding on Section 12, Boone Township, was born 
in Norway, March 24, 1840, and in 1844 was 
brought to Illinois by his parents Lars and Randa 
Johnson. At the same time the Johnsons came 
to America, Ives Shureson and Ole Johnson came 
with their families, and the Johnsons settled on 
the farm now owned by Henry S. Johnson, four 
miles east of Capron. The little party had been 
eight weeks on the ocean, and had suffered much 
on the trip overland. It had been the intention 
to push on to the Rock River with the yoke of 
oxen and wagon secured at Chicago, but all were 
tired out, and the location selected pleased them. 
Lars Johnson secured eighty acres of government 
land, paying for it $1.25 per acre, and he had 
but little means left when be had paid for it. 
In conjunction they built a log house and lived 
together for a time, until the others secured land 
for themselves. Lars worked hard and added to 
his real estate until he owned another eighty 
acres, and was able to build a second house in 
1854, which is now standing. In time he bought 
land adjoining his one hundred and sixty acres, 
but which was in McHenry County. Lars John¬ 
son prospered and died in 1884, aged 81 years, 
his wife having died a few years before him. 
They were consistent members of the Lutheran 
Church and in politics he was a Republican. 
Their children were: John, who owned a part 
of the old farm, but removed to Wisconsin where 
he died aged sixty; Betsy, who married John 
.Happerstead and died past sixty; Ole, unmar¬ 
ried, on the farm adjoining his brother, Henry 
S.; Henry S., subject of this sketch; Elling, who 
entered a homestead in North Dakota, but died 
in South Dakota; Andrew, unmarried and living 
on the old homestead. 

Henry S. Johnson was reared on the homestead 
where he has resided for sixty-four years, and 
always lived with his father, although he owned 
and improved a farm of one hundred and seventy 
acres-in McHenry County, which he operates in 
conjunction with his home place of sixty-five 
acres, devoting his attention to mixed farming 
and dairying, keeping 25 cows, having devoted 
himself to this work all his life. 


When twenty-four years old, he married Mar¬ 
garet Thompson, also born In Norway, who was 
twelve years old when she came to this country. 
She was a daughter of Thomas Thompson who 
died in Norway. Her mother, Laura Thompson, 
was a widow with four children when she came 
to the New World. Margaret worked in Chi¬ 
cago until her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson 
have had children, as follows: Theodore, oper¬ 
ating the farm of his uncle Ole; Robert, a com¬ 
mercial salesman and proprietor of the R. V. 
Johnson general store at Capron; Frank, oper¬ 
ating the home farm, married Emma Matilda 
Thompson, and they have two children—Henry 
and Johnnie; Lewis, manager of his brother 
Robert’s store; Louise, who married a farmer 
of Boone Township. The family are all mem¬ 
bers of the Lutheran Church, of which Mr. John¬ 
son has been a life-long member, and Trustee 
for many years. The house in which they live 
was erected by Mr. Johnson twenty-six years 
ago, while his excellent bank barn, 30x6G feet, 
was built by him in 100G. The family stands 
very high in the community, and the success 
which Mr. Johnson has attained has been well 
merited. 

JOHNSON, Imbert A., an energetic and pros¬ 
perous young farmer, who carries on one of the 
largest dairy businesses in Boone Township, 
Boone County, Ill., was born on the farm where 
he now lives. July 9, 1S73. He is a son of Ole 
Johnson, a native of Norway, who came to the 
United States when a young man, locating In 
Boone County, where he married Carrie Wange, 
born in the same county, a daughter of Imbert 
Wange and sister of Mrs. John Iverson, men¬ 
tion of whom is made elsewhere in this volume. 
Soon after his marriage. Ole Johnson began to 
live on the present Johnson homestead, which 
had been the property of Mr. Olsen, from whom 
the father bought it in installments until he ulti¬ 
mately acquired two hundred and two acres, 
one hundred and eighty acres of which now be¬ 
long to his son, Imbert. On this farm Ole John¬ 
son remained until 1903, when he moved to- a 
small place a short distance away, and is now 
living in retirement. He and his wife reared a 
family of three sons and two daughters, as fol¬ 
lows: Hannah, wife of William L. Wiliams, a 
farmer of Lee County, Ill.; Bertha, wife of 
Thomas Hanson, who occupies the Eggleston farm 
in Boone Township; Imbert A.; Clarence, who 
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owns the old Lemphe farm in Boone Township; 
and William A., a student in the DeKalb Nor¬ 
mal School. Imbert A. Johnson has spent his 
life on the farm. He has good barns and keeps 
from forty to fifty cows, having installed a milk¬ 
ing outfit. As stated before, he is one of the 
most extensive dairymen in his locality. He 
feeds his stock on the grain raised by him, and, 
besides this, purchases bran, oil and meal for 
feeding purposes. His work requires the serv¬ 
ices of two helpers. 

On October 11, 1899, Mr. Johnson was mar¬ 
ried'to Ida Carlson, formerly a milliner at Cap- 
ron, Boone County, and they have two children: 
Owen Maynard, aged six years, and Evelyn 
Cleona, aged four. Mr. Johnson is a director of 
the Capron Telephone Company. Politically, he 
is a supporter of the Republican party. 

KEITH, Lewis, who is now living retired, at 
Rockford, Ill., was for many years well known 
throughout this part of the State as a dealer 
in stock, and also as the owner of large tracts 
of land. Born May 2, 1826, in Morgan County, 
Ohio, the son of Lewis and Mary (Spencer) 
Keith. Mr. Keith was taken, when six years 
•old, to Licking County, Ohio, by his grandparents, 
Elisha and Elizabeth (Wagoner) Spencer, of 
Huntingdon County, Pa., his mother having died 
when he was twenty-three days old. After three 
years spent in Licking County, the family re¬ 
moved to LaPorte County,, Ind., and March 1, 
1S37, they came to Flora Township, Boone 
■County, Ill., where the mother died. Young 
Keith was thus reared by his grandfather, Elisha 
Spencer, who died in 1838, being buried in Flora 
Cemetery, as were also the paternal grandparents 
■of Lewis, who died at the age of eighty-one years. 
Lewis Keith then went to live with his maternal 
grandmother until he was twenty-three years 
old, at which time she went to Iowa, where 
her death occurred. Joseph Keith, a brother 
of Lewis, eight years his senior, went to Wash¬ 
ington as a young man, and his death occurred 
there about ten years ago, while another brother, 
Peter Keith, who is two years older, now re¬ 
sides in San Jose, Cal. Lewis Keith as a young 
man purchased forty acres of land for the sum 
of $50, and this he later'Sold for $80, consider¬ 
ing that he had made a good bargain. After 
his grandmother’s death, he secured her old 
place, and started stock-raising and dealing, be- 
•comihg one of the best-known traders in the 


county, and often paying as high as 3 per cent 
per mouth for the use of money with which 
to buy stock. Early in life he began buying 
land, paying all the way from $1.25 to $45 an 
acre for it, and at one time owned 1,500 acres, 
nearly all of which was in Flora Township. 
His old home place, where he resided until 
1896, is now the site of the Flora church. Air. 
Keith was also engaged in mercantile enter¬ 
prises for some time, for fifteen years being the 
owner of a store at Cherry Valley, which his 
son managed for him. He also owned a store 
at Fairdale for some years, and owned valuable 
land in Kansas, Dakota, Alinnesota, and other 
sections. In all his enterprises he proved him¬ 
self a shrewd, capable business man, but he 
still found time to serve his community in 
numerous ways, and as a public-spirited and 
upright citizen, had the respect and esteem of 
all who knew him. 

On May 2, 1849, Lewis Keith was married 
to Catherine Brown, who died in 1S63, leaving 
three children: Wesley, on the old home farm; 
Luther, a contractor of California; and Roswell, 
who operates a part of the old home farm. 
Mr. Keith’s second marriage was to Louisa Far¬ 
ley, who survives and makes her home with him 
at Rockford. There were three children bom 
of this union, namely: Florence, the wife of 
E. D. Reynolds, an attorney of Rockford, and a 
Republican member of the State Legislature; 
Estella, at home; and Mabel, who married LeRoy 
Burt, an electrician of Bedford, Iowa. 

KELLY, Duncan S., farmer, director of the 
Boone County Fire Insurance Company and di¬ 
rector of the Boone County Telephone Company, 
Caledonia Township, Boone County, Ill. This 
well known citizen has made his way in the 
world by sheer force of character. Perhaps his 
success is due in no small measure to the fact 
that he is of Scotch blood and of Scotch birth. 
Find him wherever you will, you will usually 
find in the Scotchman a man of native wit, much 
industry, commendable frugality and many other 
good traits which go toward the making of good 
citizenship. Air. Kelly was born in Argyleshire, 
Alay S, 1839, a son of John and Alary (Kelly) 
Kelly. In 1852, when he was about thirteen 
years old, his parents came to America and lo¬ 
cated at Cincinnati, Ohio. There the father 
soon died, and, in 1S55, the mother brought her 
children to Boone County, Ill., and settled in 







HISTORY OF BOONE COUNTY 


869 


Caledonia Township, where she lived until her 
death, which was March 22, 1875, when she was 
more than seventy years old. Of her four sons 
and five daughters,- Duncan S. was the seventh 
child in order of birth. He has lived in Cale¬ 
donia Township continuously since 1S55 and has 
given all his active years to the work of farm¬ 
ing. He is the owner of a fine farm of two 
hundred and forty acres of well improved land, 
provided with good buildings aud all modern 
appliances and machinery essential to successful 
farming. He retired from active life in 1901. 
As has been stated, he is actively identified with 
the management of local insurance and telephone 
Interests. For more than a quarter of a century 
he has held the office of School Director. He 
and Mrs. Kelly are faithful members of the 
Argyle Presbyterian church, whose house of wor¬ 
ship is just over the county line in Winnebago 
County. 

February 9, 1S71, Mr. Kelly married in Cale¬ 
donia Township, Miss Heleu Greenlee, like him¬ 
self a native of Argyleshire, Scotland. She was 
a daughter of Robert and Mary (Mitchell) 
Greenlee, and was born October 1G, 1S4T. The 
father and mother, who were born in Argyle¬ 
shire, came to the United States in 1S50, and 
settled in Caledonia Township, where he died 
aged sixty-seven years, she dying, aged eighty 
years. They had five sons and five daughters, 
aud Mrs. Kelly was their youngest child. Mr. 
and Mrs. Kelly have children named John S., 
Robert G., Duncan M., James T. and Ethel. 

KENNEDY, Peter R., is one of those remark¬ 
able men who have made their way in life with 
a limited education to start with, but who as 
business men, have few equals. Mr. Kennedy’s 
career has been almost phenomenal, when it is 
realized that all his successes have been crowded 
into twenty years. He has handled as much as 
$250,000 worth of property in a single week. 
His transactions cover everything from a broken- 
down horse to a department store, and no matter 
what the magnitude of the transaction, he has 
shown the same fearless honesty of purpose and 
keenness of judgment that assured his success 
from the first. He was born in the North of 
Ireland, May 11. 1S52, a son of Roger and Win¬ 
nie (Scanlan) Kennedy, and one of a family of 
seven children, three boys and four girls. One 
sister is now living in Connecticut and one in 
Belvidere, Ill. 


Mr. Kennedy came to the United States when 
a young man, and in 1S72 engaged as traveling 
salesman for five years, his ready wit and keen 
judgment making him an excellent salesman 
, from the start. In 1877 he resigned his position 
as salesman to engage in various enterprises, 
principally farming. At one time he owned and 
operated a saloon, but he has never taken a drop 
of liquor, and he conducted his bar strictly ac¬ 
cording to law. He was also engaged in the mer¬ 
cantile trade for some time; was very successful 
in a livery business, but he found his true voca¬ 
tion when in 1S87 he embarked iu a real estate 
and loan business in Belvidere. Since then he 
has done an enormous business, and handles 
properties of all kinds aud values, aud his grasp 
of finances Is nothing less than remarkable. 
His personal holdings are very large. He owns 
eight fine farms iu Boone County, and is co¬ 
partner with J. L. Wit beck in a highly improved 
ranch of 9G0 acres in South Dakota. Mr. Ken¬ 
nedy conducts his real estate business under the 
firm style of Kennedy & Parker, the junior mem¬ 
ber having been taken into partnership in 1905. 
This firm is the largest real estate and insurance 
concern iu this part of the State. 

Mr. Kennedy has also been very prominent in 
civic life. I-Ie was Alderman from the Third 
Ward of Belvidere for six years and from the 
Second Ward for two years, during which time 
he did yeoman service in developing aud improv¬ 
ing the city. While a member of the Council 
lie was Chairman of the Street and Alley Com¬ 
mittee, and also of the Purchasing Committee, 
being chosen because of bis strong financial and 
executive ability. In political faith he is a 
stanch Republican. He was one of the ten that 
organized and established the Belvidere Gas 
Light and Fuel Company and was its Secretary 
for four years. He was one of the stockholders 
of the Columbia Heating Company when it was 
organized at Belvidere, Ill., in 1902. Mr. Ken¬ 
nedy was part owner of the “Riverside” sub¬ 
division of Belvidere. At present be is a director 
of the First National Bank of Belvidere, having 
been appointed to flU the vacancy left by the 
death of the late Johu M. Glassner. His re¬ 
ligious affiliations are with the Catholic Church. 
Fraternally he has been very prominent as a 
member of the Modern Woodmen of America, 
the Royal Arcanum and Knights of Columbus. 

On September 2, 1S75, Mr. Kennedy was mar¬ 
ried to Katherine Campbell, at St. James Church, 
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Belvidere. Four children have been bom to 
them: Mamie A., Katie, Roger and Peter J., 
and of these Katie Is married to a Mr. Court 

Public-spirited, energetic, •progressive, upright, 
Mr. Kennedy is one of the very best citizens. 
Belvidere possesses, and it is almost impossible 
to over-rate what he has done for Boone County 
or the debt of gratitude the people owe him. 
Not only has he done so much personally, but 
he has stimulated others to join him in various 
enterprises that have for their ultimate object 
the advancement of the city, and he is ever to 
be found at the head of affairs. Personally he 
is genial, courteous and pleasing, a good con¬ 
versationalist, and a speaker of considerable 
force; and to say that his friends number legion 
but faintly expresses the truth. 

KING, Francis.—While Belvidere is not a me¬ 
tropolis, it is located in the center of a large and 
compact district, and consequently supports an 
amount of business proportionately large for the 
number of its inhabitants. Because of this there 
have been attracted to it some very able business 
men, who have made the city their headquarters 
and directed large interests from within its con¬ 
fines. Of such is Francis King, secretary of the 
Columbia Heating Company, formerly a stock¬ 
holder of the June Manufacturing Company, an 
extensive realty holder and a man of wide busi¬ 
ness connections and interests. Mr. King was 
born in Tioga Count}', N. Y„ February 19, 1S12, 
and is a son of Leander and Lucy Ann (Hovey) 
King. The boyhood days of Mr. King were spent 
working upon his father’s homestead and attend¬ 
ing the district school, but to the information 
he obtained within the schoolroom he added the 
results of close observation, keen judgment and 
broad knowledge of men, until he is now a well 
educated and well read man, whose opinion 
upon almost any subject is much valued by 
those who really appreciate him. 

Coming to Illinois in 1848, Mr. King remained 
on the farm until he was twenty-one, when he 
started out in business for himself, choosing lum¬ 
bering as his field of operation, and so intimate 
a knowledge did he obtain of the entire subject 
that he built up one of the largest enterprises 
in this line In the State. For fifteen years he 
continued in this business, but then a favorable 
opening occurring, he embarked as a hardware 
merchant, but fifteen years later sold out his 
Interests and since then has been devoting him¬ 


self to his own affairs. Mr. King is one of the 
heaviest realty owners in • Boone Count}',' and, 
among other holdings, owns six farms in this 
county. Earlier in life he invested largely in 
western fanning land, but experience taught him 
the expediency of keeping his property together 
so he could superintend it himself. When the 
June Manufacturing Company was organized in 
Belvidere, Mr. King was active in its establish¬ 
ment, and became a heavy stockholder, and was 
equally active in promoting the shoe company. 
In 1902, when the Columbia Heating Company 
come into existence, Mr. King was made its sec¬ 
retary, and he is always ready to advance any 
enterprise he sees will prove beneficial to the 
community. 

In 1SG7 Mr. King married Miss Annie R. Dean, 
at No. 722 South State Steet, Belvidere, where 
they have since resided. Two children have been 
born to them. Cora C., who is married and 
lives In California, is n fine business woman, and 
Is owner and manager of a theatre and playing 
the leading role in a theatrical troupe of her 
own in which she is widely known throughout 
the West. Miss Veva E., the second daughter, 
is at home. She was highly educated at the 
.South Belvidere High School, and the Evanston 
University. Mr. King has lived in Belvidere for 
many years, and was the city’s first marshal, 
filling those duties creditably and honorably. He 
was appointed in 18S5 and reappointed in 1889. 
In 1S94 he was elected alderman and was on the 
board of education for one term, and has always 
supported the principles of the Republican part}’. 
Although he has been honored with several elec¬ 
tive offices, he has never sought them. In fact, 
he lias been somewhat averse to public life, al¬ 
though well fitted for it. Still, when once he 
has accepted an office, he has devoted himself 
to carrying out its obligations to the very best 
of his power. He is a man of wide sympathies, 
broad views and is certainly recognized as of 
the best type of the energetic and successful 
business men of the Middle West. 

KING, William H., a highly respected farmer 
of Spring Township, Boone County, Ill., owning 
two hundred and eighty-three acres o£. thor¬ 
oughly improved land, has been very successful 
in his agricultural operations and one of the 
most prominent citizens of the township in con¬ 
nection with public affairs. His father was Wil¬ 
liam B. King and the maiden name of his mother 
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was Matilda Hulme, both natives of England, 
where the father’s birth occurred in Wiltshire, 
May 11, 1822, and that of the mother, in Staf¬ 
fordshire, July 30, 1830. Their marriage took 
place March 11, 1856. 

On coming to the United States in 1846, Wil¬ 
liam B* King proceeded to Illinois, locating in 
Spring Township, Boone County, where he died 
March 25, 1891, his wife surviving him until 
October 19, 1905. Their family numbered four 
children, as follows: Mary Ann, widow of Au¬ 
gustus Schlensker; William H.; Ellen, wife oC 
Robert Atkinson, and Emma, who died in in¬ 
fancy. 

William H. King, the only son, was born on 
the old home farm in Spring Township, October 
18, 1859. He was reared to farm life and re¬ 
ceived his education in the common school, re¬ 
maining at home until 1S09, when he went to 
California, and there spent one year. Aside from 
this short absence he has always lived in Spring 
Township, engaged in farming and stockraising. 

The marriage of Mr. King took place in Spring 
Township, August 2S, 1S84, Elizabeth Rogers 
then becoming his wife. Mrs. King was born in 
Wales, November 23, .1S67, a daughter of John 
F. and Emma (Popel) Rogers, natives of Somer¬ 
setshire, England. Mr. Rogers located in Boone 
County late in the '60s. Emma Rogers, his wife, 
came in 1871, her family settling on a farm in 
Spring Township, where the mother passed away 
February 3, 1874, her husband dying March 12, 
1S89. Their children were four in number: 
Emma; Mary, wife of Abralmm L. Abbott; Sam¬ 
uel ; and a daughter, who died in infancy. 

In politics, Mr. King is a strong Republican 
and influential in local party affairs. He has 
filled the office of township clerk, collector, and 
highway commissioner, and served as school di¬ 
rector for twelve years. Mrs. King has always 
taken a very active part in church and Sunday 
school work, and both husband and wife are 
greatly esteemed throughout the community. 

LAMPERT, Mrs. Clara (Lampert), is fortunate 
in her birth and the heritage she enjoys from 
her parents. Descended from that hardy and 
vigorous race which has given so many noble 
men and women to our country, she was early 
trained to habits of industry, and taught to 
honor nil high ideals and the rights of others. 
She was taught by her German parents that all 
honest work is honorable and to depend upon 


herself, and she has worked out in her life the 
fullness of their teachings. Mrs. Lainpert was 
born in Forreston, Ogle County, Ill., February 7, 
1S70, a daughter of Frank Philip and Christine 
(Pape) Lampert. The father was born April 
18, 1S32, in the family home erected in 1443 In 
Eppingen, Baden, Germany, while the mother 
was born June 20, 1839, in Hanover, Germany. 
By occupation the father whs a carpenter, and 
emigrated to America by boat down the Rhine, 
by way of Rotterdam, taking there a steamer to 
London, and from London he shipped to America. 
Eis trip on the ocean lasted thirty-six days, and 
he finally reached West Milton, New York, in 
May. 184S, and there lived for a time. He then 
moved to Virginia, in 1S53; to Pennsylvania in 
1855, and there learned the carpenter trade, 
and came to the town of Belvidere In 1855. In 
April, 1857, he was admitted to citizenship in 
the United States, by the April term of Boone 
County Circuit Court. From 1857 to 1859 he 
lived in Kansas and Missouri, and in December, 
1S59, he located at Forreston, Ogle County, Ill., 
where lie still resides. 

On May 24, 1861, like so many of his country¬ 
men, whose bravery and loyalty were of such vital 
assistance to the country during the great war 
struggle, he enlisted, in Company H, Fifteenth 
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and was wounded at 
Shiloh in April, 1SG2, but recovered in time to 
participate in the siege of Vicksburg, and was 
mustered out May 24, 1864, after which he re¬ 
turned to Forreston, Ill. On February 21, 1867, 
lie was married at Mt. Morris, Ill., to Christine 
1’ape. who had come to America in 1S41, lived 
in Erie, Ta., until the early '50s, and then came 
to Illinois by way of the Great Lakes. She lived 
at Mt. Morris and Roclcvale, Ogle County, until 
her marriage. After marriage Mr. and Mrs. 
Lampert settled in Forreston, Ogle County, 
where they reside in the same house she entered 
as a bride. 

Mrs. Lampert was educated at Forreston, Ill- 
entering the common school in 1S7S, and being 
graduated from the High School in 1887. She 
taught a country school in Ogle Count}*. Ill.. 
during 1SS8. when she commenced working in the 
abstract office in Belvidere, Boone County. Mrs. 
Lampert has had a very happy and useful career, 
for her ability and peculiar fitness for tile work 
being recognized, she was appointed on February 
2, 1900, by Adelbert O. Fassett, Clerk of the 
Circuit Court and Recorder of Boone County, 
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Deputy Clerk, which responsible position she 
still holds. She is very much interested in her 
work nnd gives a .faithful, conscientious service 
not often found in the position she occupies. 

On April 15, 1801, Clara Lamport married at 
Madison', Wis., Philip C. Lampert, who was born 
March 25,1859, in Porreston, Ill., but removed to 
Belvidere, Ill., in 1800. Mr. Lampert had a 
common school education, which he had supple¬ 
mented by wide reading and study. In 1S75 he 
commenced teaching school, and taught In the 
grammar room in North Belvidere. Later he 
read law with C. B. Dean and was admitted to 
the. Bar in 1883. In 188S-S9 he worked in Had¬ 
dock, Valctte it Rickord’s abstract office in Chi¬ 
cago. but returning to Belvidere in 18S9, estab¬ 
lished a law and abstract office there. Ilis death 
occurred December 5, 1S9D. One daughter was 
lK>m to Mr. and Mrs. Lampert, Muriel, born 
March 2S, 1892, in Belvidere, Ill. She entered 
North Belvidere public school in 1900, nnd the 
High School in 1000. 

Mrs. Lampert and her daughter united with 
the First Presbyterian Church of Belvidere, Ill., 
in March, 1001. 

LANDER, Edward P., an honored member of 
the Grand Army of the Itepublic, who has long 
taken an active and influential part in the public 
affairs of Spring Township, Boone County, Ill., 
his place of residence, and is now discharging 
the functions of Supervisor of the Township 
with marked acceptability to his constituents, 
was bom at Mere, Wiltshire, England, February 
2, 1813, son of Edwin nnd Mary (Sldttery) 
Lander, natives of England, where the father's 
birth occurred in Wiltshire nnd that of the 
mother in Somersetshire. They came to the 
1'nited States in 1849, proceeding to Illinois and 
settling in Spring Township, Boone County, 
where the greater part of their subsequent lives 
was spent. Edwin Lauder died October 30, 
1000, in his eighty-sixth year, his wife having 
passed away January 9, 1893, when nearly 
eighty-one years old. Five sons and four daugh¬ 
ters composed their family. 

Edward P. Lander, who was the fourth of the 
number, was six years of age when brought to 
this country, and was reared on his father’s 
farm in Spring Township, which has ever since 
been his home, except during about three years 
of residence in Iowa. On September 12, 1SG1, 
Mr. Lander enlisted in Company I, Ninth Illinois 


Volunteer Cavalry, serving until December 9, 
1SG4. He was re-enlisted at Chicago, and went 
first to St. Louis, from there to Pilot Knob, 
Mo., and thence to Jackson Fort, Ark. He next 
was sent under General Steel to Helena, Ark., 
thence to Memphis, Tenu., and was there under 
Gon. Stephen A. Hurlbut. The regiment then 
moved to La Grange, Tenn., and he was in the 
battles of Tupelo, Jackson Fort, Waddell Farm, 
Stuart’s Plantation, Cold Water, Salem, Wyatt, 
West Point, Moscow, Tishamingo Creek, Hurri¬ 
cane Creek, Old Town Creek,‘Franklin and Nash¬ 
ville, taking part in nearly all the engagements 
of the Army of the Tennessee, finally being mus¬ 
tered out nt Nashville, Tenn., December 9, 1804. 
During all his term of service he was a bugler. 

After being mustered out, he returned to 
Spring Township, where he has since been suc¬ 
cessfully engaged in farming. He and his wife 
own forty acres of well improved land, upon 
which they make their home. On December 31, 
18T4, Mr. Lander was married in Spring Town¬ 
ship, to Mary E. Atkinson, born near Prescott, 
in Ontario, Canada, September 30,1848, a daugh¬ 
ter of James and Margaret (McLatchle) Atkin¬ 
son, the former a native of England, nnd the 
latter of Canada. Mr. and Mrs. Lander are the 
parents of the following children: Francis H., 
who married Ruby C. Gardner of Winnebago 
County, and they reside in Spring Township, 
having had three children; Harriet I., and James 
E, 

In politics Mr. Lander has always been an 
active and prominent Republican. He has credit¬ 
ably filled the ofiices of Township Collector, As¬ 
sessor, Clerk and School Trustee, and has of¬ 
ficiated as Justice of the Peace. In the spring of 
1905 he was elected Supervisor of Spring Town¬ 
ship. Socially he is a member of Hurlbut Post, 
No. 104, Grand Army of tlie Republic. 

LANDON, Daniel, a familiar figure throughout 
LeRoy Township, Boone County, Ill., where for 
many years he was a prosperous farmer, was 
born on the farm where lie now resides, October 
1, 1847. His parents were Joliu and Sally 
(Locke) London, who moved to Boone County, 
from Tioga County, I’a.. in the fall of 1S44, and 
secured a tract of government land by deed 
dated February, 1S45, and signed by James K. 
Polk. A log cabin stood on the place until 1S57, 
when a new house was built which was the home 
of John Landon during the rest of ids life, al- 
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though he had other landed property. He died 
in 1SS7 at the age of seventy-four years, his 
widow passing away in 1891, when eighty years 
old. In the later years of his life, the father 
lived in retirement. He was a Republican in 
politics; and held the office of justice of the 
peace. When he moved from Pennsylvania to 
Boone County, he made the journey by team. 
He and his wife had a family of eight children, 
of whom all are living but one. Their names are 
as follows: Charity, who married James Max¬ 
well, lived at Harvard, Ill., and died in 1S99; 
Samuel, a farmer and carpenter, at Syracuse, 
Neb.; Margaret, wife of Boren Curtis, of Cale¬ 
donia Township, Boone County; John S., a car¬ 
penter, of Harvard, Ill.; James, a farmer, of 
Cameron, Wis.; Daniel; Levi, of Chicago; and 
Mary, who became the wife of Horatio Cure, of 
that city. John S. and James served in the 
army throughout the Civil War, the latter being 
a member of Company K, Ninety-fifth Illinois 
Regiment, the former of Company C, Thirteenth 
Wisconsin. 

Daniel Landon remained on the paternal farm 
until 1S74, being the last one of the family to 
leave home. He secured a tract of government 
land in Ottawa County, Kan., on which he spent 
about seven years, his father, in the meantime, 
having the home farm rented. Since then he 
has operated the homestead acres for a period 
of thirteen years ending in 1S9G, when he rented 
it out and worked at the carpenter's trade. 

On August 10, 1874, Mr. Landon was married 
to Emma Connable, of Sharon, Walworth County, 
Wis. Mrs. Landon died at Sharon. January 19. 
1002. This union was without issue, but the 
husband and wife made a home for Florence 
Trimble, now the wife of Frank Chester, who 
now operates the Landon farm, Mr. Landon liv¬ 
ing with them. Mr. and Mrs. Chester have three 
children: Viola, Althea and Ervan. The main 
feature of Mr. Chester’s farming operations is 
dairying, and he keeps from twenty to twenty- 
five cows. 

Politically, Mr. Landon is a R°publican, and 
has been a member of the county hoard of re¬ 
view. His first vote, however, was cast for Hor¬ 
ace Greeley. He served as assessor for three 
years and succeeded his father in the office of 
justice of the peace. 

LANE, Charles L., farmer. Flora Township, 
Boone County, Ill. The State of Maine, often 


affectionately called the Pine Tree State, origi¬ 
nally settled by seafarers, has given to the in-, 
terior of our country many of its best citizens 
and, in all periods of our national history, has 
been prominent in the promotion of all our great 
interests. One of the earliest Illinois pioneers 
from Maine was the Rev. Elkanah Lane, who 
came to Boone County about 1844 and died there, 
aged about eighty years. Samuel P. Lane was 
his son, Thomas E. Lane his grandson and 
Charles L. and Luther P. Lane are his great- 
grandsons. In a biographical sketch of Thomas 
E. Lane, which has a place in these pages, some 
interesting items of the family history are set 
forth. 

Charles L. Lane was born in Flora Township, 
April 25.1SG7, and was there reared on his fath¬ 
er’s farm. He gained his education in the com¬ 
mon schools and at the Belvidere High School. 
Except during a few years when he lived with 
his parents in DeKalb County, he has been a 
resident of this township and farming has been 
and is the chief business of his life. lie pre¬ 
pared for his life-work under his father's able 
instruction, and has developed into a skillful and 
successful farmer who has few equals in his 
vicinity. 

Mr. Lane married Miss Maud Sprague, Decem¬ 
ber 0, 1SSS. Miss Sprague was born in Flora 
Township, Boone County, November 0, 1S70, a 
daughter of John and Martha (Swain) Sprague. 
Mr. Sprague, who was born in the State of New 
York, died in Flora Township March 0, 1SS5. 
Mrs. Sprague was a native of Illinois. Of their 
five children, Mrs. Lane was the eldest. Mr. 
and Mrs. Lane have four children, named Verna 
V., Loon ,T., Madge M.. and Thomas E. Lane, Jr. 
Mr. Lane is helpfully interested in public af¬ 
fairs, national. State and local, and accords spe¬ 
cial consideration to the cause of education. 
While holding decided opinions upon all ques¬ 
tions of public moment, he is not strongly par¬ 
tisan, and in local elections is inclined to vote 
for the man who, In his opinion, will be the best 
official, regardless of party affiliation. 

LANE, Luther P., farmer, Flora Township, 
Boone County, III., is a son of Thomas E. Lane, 
and a brother of Charles L. Lane, sketches of 
whom appear in this volume. He was born in 
Franklin Township, De Kalb County, Ill., De¬ 
cember 10, ISOS, but was reared chieflly in Flora 
Township, where he attended public schools and 
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gained a practical knowledge of farming, which 
has been'the business of his life. He is the 
owner' of eighty acres of well improved land. 
His interest in local affairs has always been 
great and he has, to the extent of his ability, 
furthered all measures tending to the public 
good. For a time he creditably filled the office 
of Township Collector. 

Mr. Lane married Miss Bernice L. Neff, at 
Belvidere, Ill., December 16, 1891, and they have 
children named Clifford M., bom December 19, 
1896, and Mildred L., born October 29, 1901. 
Mrs. Lane was bom in Flora Township, Sep¬ 
tember 16, 1S71, a daughter of Martin B. and 
Martha (McKee) Neff. Her parents, natives of 
Pennsylvania, came to Boone County when they 
were quite young and were married here. Of 
their seven children Mrs. Lane was the third 
born. They are living in Belvidere. 

The attention of the reader is directed to bio¬ 
graphical sketches under the names of Charles 
L. Lane and Thomas E. Lane, which appear in 
this volume. 

LANE, Thomas E., retired farmer, Flora Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, Ill. The family of Lane has 
long been prominent in Boone County. Its first 
local representative was the Rev. Elkanah Lane, 
who came about 1S44 and died In Flora Town¬ 
ship when he was about eighty years old. He 
was a miuister of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and many who were early settlers, long 
remembered and often spoke of his preaching. 
He was the father of Samuel P. Lane, the grand¬ 
father of Thomas E. Lane, and the great-grand¬ 
father of Charles L. and Luther P. Lane. Sam¬ 
uel P. Lane, son of the Rev. Elkanah Lane, the 
pioneer preacher, was a native of Maine. He 
acquired a good education and early in life be¬ 
came a teacher and, for about twenty years, 
taught winter schools in Maine and in Boone 
County, Ill. He married, October 5, 1S39, Miss 
Mary Jane Smith, who was born in Aroostook 
County, Maine, June 30, 1821. They emigrated 
to Boone County, Ill., in 1S45, settling in Flora 
Township where they improved a farm. Mr. 
Lane died at Belvidere, September 3, 1S93. aged 
seventy-seven years; she died in that city Decem¬ 
ber 25, 1901, aged eighty years. They were the 
parents of nine children, who are here mentioned 
in the order of their birth: Keziah, Thomas E., 
Sarah F., Eliza A., Melvina, Belinda B., Ellen 
E., Freeland II. and Hattie B. 


Thomas E. Lane was born In Maine, March 
10, 1S43, and was about two aud a half years old 
when his parents came to Boone County. He 
passed most of the days of his childhood and 
youth in Flora Township, where later, until his 
retirement in 1901, he was a successful farmer. 
He married Miss Celinda E. Sergent, at Belvi¬ 
dere, October 11, 1865. She was born in Gaines, 
Orleans County, N. Y., March 5, 1849, a daugh¬ 
ter of Eli and Hannah (Hogle) Sergent. Her 
father was a native of the State of Vermont 
Mrs. Lane bore her husband sons named Charles 
L. and Luther P., who are represented by bio¬ 
graphical sketches in this work, and died at 
Belvidere, June 8, 1904. After their marriage, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lane settled in Flora Township' 
and Mr. Lane is recognized as one of its most 
honored citizens. He has always taken a helpful 
interest in public affairs, and has had much to 
do witli tlie management of township interests. 
His success in life has been notable, and those 
who know him best know that it has been well 
and deservedly won. 

LAWRENCE, Edwin C., one of the oldest of 
the few surviving pioneer residents of Boone 
County, Ill., and for forty years a prominent and 
highly respected farmer of Bonus Township, now 
passing the sunset period of his useful career in 
comfortable leisure in Belvidere, was born in 
Cuba, Allegany County, N. Y., October 23, 1S26. 
Eleven years afterwards he was brought by his 
parents, John and Lydia (Sweet) Lawrence, to 
Boone County, Ill., then a pioneer settlement. 
John Lawrence, the father, was born in Ashby. 
Mass., a son of Isaac Lawrence, whose original 
ancestor in America, John Lawrence, came from 
England to the Massachusetts Colony, not long 
after the landing of the Mayflower. His descen¬ 
dants in that colony settled at Watertown, near 
Groton, Mass. Isaac Lawrence settled in Onon- 
dago County, N. Y., when John was a lad of 
twelve years, and the latter afterwards set¬ 
tled in Allegany County, N. Y. Isaac, who was 
called “Captain Lawrence,” and his brother John, 
took part in the battle of Bunker Hill, in which 
the latter was killed, his name appearing on the 
tablet erected to the memory of the slain. . 

John Lawrence, father of the subject of this 
sketch, was a soldier in the War of ISi2. He 
was born March S, 17SS, and died in his'eightv- 
ninth year. His two sons, Luther W., and Dan¬ 
iel W. Lawrence, both married, walked from 
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Cuba to Dunkirk, N. X., where they took a steam¬ 
boat to Toledo, walking from that place to Boone 
County, Ill., which their relations there had re¬ 
ported to be a fine country. They located claims 
. in Bonus Township, returning east in the same 
^manner as they came. In the spring of 1S37, 
John,;the father, with his son, John S., a lad of 
^fifteen years old, and another son, Daniel, came 
^to* Illinois and began to improve the claims, con¬ 
sisting of a quarter-section of raw prairie for 
|each, putting up one big log house. Daniel soon 
ifsold his claim and returned to New York. After 
ijJohn, Sr., had built the house, he left his son 
; John.S. in the care of a family, and went back 
' to York State. In the same fall (1837) he and 
his son Luther, fitted up one large wagon and 
brought the family of twelve persons to Boone 
County, reaching the claim October 27, of that 
year. The family left in the house on the claim 
had two children, and altogether the number of 
occupants of the rude abode, for that winter, 
was seventeen, all in one room, 18 by 22 feet, 
with a garret or loft of hewed rails above. Some¬ 
what later, Austin Spencer Lawrence, a brother 
of Luther, his wife and three children, returned 
finally, in 1S44, settling at .Marengo. About 1854 
Austin S. Lawrence and his family moved to 
Iowa and the parents finally died at Tampa, Fla., 
their daughter, Lydia, becoming a teacher among 
the colored people in the line of industrial in¬ 
struction, in which she has done a noble work 
for twenty years. In 1SS3 Daniel Lawrence died 
at .Marengo, Ill. Luther W. Lawrence was or¬ 
dained to preach the gospel and organized a 
Baptist Church. He was a man of fine natural 
ability and served three terms ns Representa¬ 
tive in the State Legislature (1S54-5S and 18G2- 
04), also being a member of the State constitu¬ 
tional convention of 1S02, although in a Demo¬ 
cratic district. Originally a Whig, he became a 
Republican on the organization of that party, 
and was a personal friend of Abraham Lincoln. 
While in the Legislature, he continued to live on 
his farm in Bonus Township. He was Instru¬ 
mental in raising troops during the Civil War, 
and after the war held the office of County Judge 
about twelve years. He died July 25, 1S86. 

Austin S. Lawrence became a warden in Ben¬ 
ton Barracks, St. Louis, and had two sons in 
the Union Army, his elder brother, Luther, also 
having two sons in the service, while others of 
the family were soldiers in the same cause. John 
S. Lawrence, the brother, died in 1801. One of 


the brothers of Edwin C. Lawrence, Albert, went 
to New York City, where he practiced law'. He 
also practiced in Cleveland, and spent his old 
age in Boone County. He went to California in 
1849, remaining six years. He held a govern¬ 
ment position in Washington during the Civil 
War, and later was connected with the postoffice 
at Salt Lake City, being transferred thence to 
San Francisco, as Mall Route agent. He died at 
Belvidere in 1S93, having had a notable public 
career. 

John Lawrence had these daughters: Lydia 
Emily married Zina Druse, had two sons in the 
army and, after her first husband’s death, mar¬ 
ried Charles Dana and moved to Roscoe, Minn., 
and from there to the State of Washington! 
where Chrales Dana died in 1900, aged eighty-six 
years; Euratta became the wife of Uriah Lan- 
ning and lived in Spring Township, although 
both died in Belvidere; Lucinda married Daniel 
Chambers, and moved to Iowa, where both died. 
Lydia (Sweet) Lawrence, the mother of this fam¬ 
ily, was one of the twenty children bom to her 
mother, Deborah Sweet. She had eighty-one 
grandchildren, and when she died at the age of 
seventy-five years, her great-grandchildren num¬ 
bered fifty-one. 

Edwin C. Lawrence was reared on the home 
farm, where he remained until the time of his 
first marriage, on October 20, 1S50, when Char¬ 
lotte B. Hurd became his wife. Four years later 
she died and on February 7, 1867, he married 
Sarah J. Bennett, sister of Charles Bennett, born 
in Groton, Mass., April 12, 1S3S, and taken by 
her parents to Boone County, Ill., the next year. 
She grew to womanhood in Belvidere, where she 
was partly educated, completing her studies at 
Rockford College. She then spent seven years 
in teaching school, mainly in Belvidere, relin¬ 
quishing this occupation at the time of her mar¬ 
riage. Two sons and two daughters were the 
issue of this union, as follows: John S., In 
charge of the old homestead; Charlotte M„ and 
Mary Louise, who are at home, and James B., a 
mail carrier on the rural free delivery service 
of Belvidere, HI. Both of the daughters have 
been teachers in the Belvidere schools, and Char¬ 
lotte M. acted in the capacity of deputy county 
clerk for eight years. Edwin C. Lawrence left 
the farm in 1S95, his present home being just 
west of Belvidere, where he lives in comfortable 
and contented retirement. In politics, the father 
and sons are strong Republicans. 
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LEACH, Chester C., farmer and stock-raiser, 
Caledonia Township, Boone County, Ill. Wher¬ 
ever the name of Leach is known, it is borne 
by men of sturdy character .whose rank in 
good citizenship is never disputed. The family 
is numerous in New England and in New York 
State, and has many worthy representatives in 
■the West and South. In Illinois, Leaches are 
found in nearly every walk of life and in nearly 
every avocation. In Boone County the family 
name has gained high favor, largely because of 
the character of Chester C. Leach and his son, 
Frank M. Leach, a brief account of whose busy 
and useful careers to the present time it will be 
attempted here to present. 

Chester C. Leach was born in Vermont and 
learned the stonecutter's trade in some of the 
celebrated granite quarries of that State. He 
came to Boone County in 1S45 and married 
Cynthia Smith, a daughter of Joseph Smith, a 
pioneer of 1S37, who settled in Belvidere Town¬ 
ship, five miles north of Belvidere, when his 
daughter was nine years old. Mr. Smith, who 
was from Chenango County, X. X., died on his 
homestead aged seventy-four years. His widow 
lived out the remainder of her days as a mem¬ 
ber of her daughter's household. 

When Chester C. Leach and Cynthia Smith 
were married, they settled on the Colonel Walker 
farm, but later removed to the Dr. Stone farm, 
where in the course of events their son, Frank 
Itf. Leach, was born. In 1S05 they located on a 
farm which is now the latter’s residence. Their 
first home on this place was a little log cabin. 
In 1SC3 the main part of the present residence 
was built and additions have been made to it 
from time to time. The first baru of any size 
on the farm was burned and a large one built 
in 1889, the present one being erected by Frank 
M. Leach. Chester C. Leach left the farm in 
1893 and has since lived in retirement. In 1S79 
he began boarding the county poor, keeping from 
six to thirteen each year under contract with the 
County Board. So satisfactorily has this ser¬ 
vice been performed on the Leach farm, that it 
has been continued by Frank II., to the present 
time, from the beginning covering a period of 
nearly thirty years. The farm consists of two 
hundred and seventy acres, and to its develop¬ 
ment Mr. Leach devoted the best years of his 
life. He is now more than eigthy-eight years 
old, he having been born February 2S, 1S20. At 
the organization of the Republican party he 


became an active and enthusiastic worker for 
its principles, and still retains his interest in it 
and for what it stands. His wife bore him 
three children: Frank M., Fred G. and Grant 
S. Fred G. died at the age of twenty-three 
years, and Grant S., aged seventeen years. 

Frank M. Leach was bom in Belvidere Town¬ 
ship, north of Belvidere, July 15, 1S50. I-Ie grew 
up on his father’s farm, acquiring a knowledge 
of practical farming and obtaining in the com¬ 
mon schools such education as was available, 
which he supplemented by a year’s attendance 
at a' school in Belvidere. About the time he 
was twenty years old he went to Iowa, where 
he remained five years, returning to give his at¬ 
tention to the home farm. He married Susan 
Fuller, January 20, 1879. Miss Fuller, who was 
born in Massachusetts, was a daughter of 
Lemuel ad Sophronia (Moore) Fuller, who 
were also natives of that State. She was but an 
infant when brought by her parents to Winne¬ 
bago County, where they settled on a farm in 
Guilford Township. When she was about six¬ 
teen years old, they removed to Caledonia 
Township, Boone County. Mr. Fuller died near 
Caledonia village, aged seventy-two years, his 
widow surviving him twenty-one years, and end¬ 
ing her days as a member of the household of 
her daughter, Mrs. Leach. Mr. Fuller was born 
January 22, 1814, and died January 11, 1SSU; 
Mrs. Fuller was born September 14, 1S13, and 
died June 15, 1907, in her ninety-fourth year. 

Mrs. Leach, who is the only member of her 
parents’ family living in Boone County, has 
borne Mr. Leach three children. Vernon, the 
eldest, was born November 14, 1SS1, and died 
December 10, 1907, aged about twenty-six years, 
of lockjaw, which was induced by the amputa¬ 
tion of one of his hands, which had been crushed 
in a corn-shredder two weeks before. His 
whole life, with the exception of a year spent 
at school in Belvidere, was passed on his father’s 
farm, to all the interests of which lie was de¬ 
voted heart, and soul. Grace, the second in 
order of birth, who lives with her grandparents, 
has taken a college course and is employed as 
bookkeeper in a store. Norman, who is a natur¬ 
al musician and has only recently attained his 
majority, still has a home with his parents. 

Mr. Leach, following in his father's footsteps, 
is a Republican and is influential in the local 
councils of his party, and is often seen at Re¬ 
publican conventions. 1-Ie is an Odd Fellow and 
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Mason, holding membership in bodies of these 
orders at Belvidere. In the work of Odd Fellow¬ 
ship he is especially proficient ,and has ad¬ 
vanced far in the order. He and Mrs. Leach are 
members of the Rebekah Lodge. 

LE VITT, Clarence H., Superintendent of the 
South Belvidere schools, a young man whose 
fame as an educator Is wide-spread and whose 
various methods and systems have in a measure 
almost revolutionized pedagogy, was born at 
Apple' River, Jo Daviess County, Ill., February 
15, 1874, a son of Thomas H. and Fidelia 
(Wollarn) Le Vitt. The elder Mrs. Le Vitt was 
for more than thirty years one of the leading 
educators of Jo Daviess County, and doubtless 
influenced by his home surroundings, Mr. Le 
Vitt early determined to fit himself for the life 
of a teacher, and after completing his studies 
in the public schools made every kind of sac¬ 
rifice to enter the University of Chicago. Upon 
taking up his studies In that institution he be¬ 
came interested in neurological work and was 
made one of the assistants in that department. 
1-Ie also made histological drawings by means 
of which he helped to make his way through the 
University, from which he was graduated with 
honors. 

After having done work at Columbia Uni¬ 
versity duriug his vacations, he taught at Apple 
River from 1S0C to 1S99, when he was engaged 
as Principal of Schools at Scales Mound, Ill., 
remaining there until 1001, when he was called 
upon to take charge of the South Belvidere 
schools. He has proven himseif an able edu¬ 
cator and has done a very great work for schools 
through the establishment of the department of 
manual training and the systematizing of the 
fire drills. In his handling of teachers and 
pupils, Mr. Le Vitt has always been masterful 
and resourceful, and discharges his various 
duties with dignity and reserve force. He is 
imbued with the true educational spirit and is 
always seeking new methods, trying to individ¬ 
ualize the work as much as possible and give 
each child a due amount of attention. He has 
written papers for various educational maga¬ 
zines. Mr. Le Vitt is prominent in social circles 
and fraternally is a member of the Masonic 
Order, is a Knight Templar, a Mystic Shriner, 
and belongs to the Educational Association and 
the National Superintendents’ Association, and 
has often been called upon to address different 


clubs and sociological societies. His religious 
affiliations are with the Presbyterian Church. 
In politics be is an active Republican. On Au¬ 
gust 28, 1901, Mr. Le Vitt was married to Miss 
Effie A. Atkinson. 

LINCOLN, Edgar N., an honored veteran of the 
Civil War, for many years a successful farmer 
and dairyman of Flora Township, Boone Count} - , 
Ill., and since 1905 a greatly respected resident 
of Belvidere, was born in Bonus Township, a 
mile and a half east of Belvidere, July 12, 1842. 
His parents, Jedediah and Mary (Nichols) Lin¬ 
coln, were natives of Middleton, Conn., and Fre- 
donia, N. Y., respectively, and their marriage 
took place in Ohio, September 26, 1S36. The 
father and mother of Mary Nichols settled at 
Perry, Lake County, Ohio, whither Jedediah 
Lincoln had gone when a young man. Soon after 
their marriage the latter, who was a tanner by 
trade, came to Illinois for the purpose of secur¬ 
ing land. His father-in-law, Phineas Nichols, 
also came to the same locality and bought a tract 
of land for .$1.25 per acre. He was an extensive 
farmer in Ohio and his object in making this trip 
was to secure farming land for his children. He 
still retained his Ohio farms, but was accus¬ 
tomed to visit the vicinity of Belvidere, Ill., at 
intervals and continued to make land purchases 
until he had acquired one thousand acres. He 
gave each of his children farms in Boone County, 
and Beloit, Wis., and to two of them, Mary and 
Elvira Nichols, he presented farms in the vicin¬ 
ity of Belvidere. The latter taught school for 
several years and afterwards married Loren 
Payne, who lived near Big Thunder, where his 
death occurred some time later. His widow sub¬ 
sequently became the wife of Harry Doolittle, a 
merchant of Belvidere, and after his death, mar¬ 
ried again in Beloit, Wis., where she spent her 
last days. Besides those who received farms in 
this region, were three other children to whom 
Mr. Nichols donated land in Iowa. Later, he 
moved from Ohio to Belvidere and thence to 
Beloit. He died when nearly ninety years old. 
It was in 1S39 that Jedediah Lincoln and his wife 
took possession of the land given to the latter, 
who then had one child. Their first dwelling 
was a log cabin, and after living in it some time, 
they moved to Flora Township, two miles south¬ 
east of Belvidere, the place being known as “Lin¬ 
coln’s Corners.” There the father made better 
improvements, building a stone house in 1S59, 
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which was then the best residence of stone in 
Flora Township, and in it occurred the death of 
his father-in-law. 

Jedediah Lincoln was born October 2S, 1805, 
and died October 26, 1888, being buried on his 83d 
birthday. His wife, Mary (Nichols) Lincoln, 
was born July 6, 1812, and passed away at 
Walker, la., October 17, 1889, while making her 
home with her daughter. Jedediah Lincoln’s 
brother, John, and two maiden sisters, Phoebe 
and Abiali, lived for a number of years on the 
farm in Bonus Township, spending their last 
days on/the place. Phoebe, who lived with them 
for a while, died in Belvidere. After the death 
of John and Abiah, William Lincoln came to 
the same locality and spent his last days in Bel¬ 
videre. 

The children of Jedediah and Mary (Nich¬ 
ols) Lincoln were as follows: Phoebe E.; Oscar 
J., a farmer, who died at Belvidere, April 20, 
1903, at tbe age of sixty-three years; Edgar N.; 
Alice N., who married H. Sisam, at Palo, la., 
and died in 1906 when sixty-one years old; and 
William P., of Tama County, la., where he set¬ 
tled when a young man, becoming a farmer and 
stockraiser. The farm purchased for the father 
and mother of the above named family by 
Phineas Nichols, at $1.25 per acre, was sold at 
$140.00 per acre sixty-six years afterwards. 

Edgar N. Lincoln remained at home until 
1862, when he enlisted on September 24th in 
Company G, Ninety-fifth Illinois Volunteer In¬ 
fantry, serving until February, 1863, when, 
through a special act of Congress, he was ena¬ 
bled to join Eilett’s Marine Brigade, made up 
from various regiments. This brigade was ' 
placed on board of six boats, fitted with special 
casements for protection against bullets. It con¬ 
sisted of four companies of cavalry, a battery 
and a regiment of infantry. Its service was 
mainly confined to the Mississippi River between 
Memphis and Natchez, and continued for two 
years, the force picking up small parties of the 
enemy crossing the river and scouting back 
twenty-five miles from its banks. In one in¬ 
stance, with but ten men, it surrounded a Con¬ 
federate paymaster with his body-guard eating 
melons in tbe canebrake, capturing the group 
without the discharge of a gun. On this occa¬ 
sion, in addition to a quantity of provisions, $1,- 
200,000 in Confederate bills were seized. They 
were worth 10 cents on the dollar in the banks 
of Vicksburg. This kind of military sendee was 


greatly to the liking of Edgar N. Lincoln, who 
captured, single-handed, five of the enemy at 
different times, although he had many narrow 
escapes. Among Mr. Lincoln’s comrades was 
Henry M. Couden, tbe present chaplain of the 
Congressional House of Representatives, at 
Washington, D. C., who lost his eyesight in the 
campaign. The captain of Mr. Lincoln’s com¬ 
pany was shot while serving by his side in a 
raid, and about a year later, the second lieuten¬ 
ant was killed in the same manner. Mr. Lin¬ 
coln was discharged on January 22, 1S65,'after 
thirty months of this service, the river then 
being entirely cleared. Reunions of this brigade 
are regularly held, and Mr. Lincoln thus keeps 
in touch with his comrades, he being tbe only 
member of his original company who served on 
this marine force. Its major was the father of 
Dr. Tallerday, of Belvidere. 

On November 15, 1866, Mr. Lincoln was mar¬ 
ried to Ellen H. Moss, a daughter of Asa and - 
Alvira (Stewart) Moss, born in Spring Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, Ill., August 11, 1845. Her 
father was a native of Washington County, N. 
Y., where his birth occurred in ISIS. From 1820 
to 1836 his youth was spent in Chautauqua 
County, N. V., and in the last named year he 
came to Boone County, III., in company with 
his parents, Asa and Sally (Sherwood) Moss, 
who located in Spring Township. They after¬ 
wards moved to Belvidere Township, where the 
remainder of their lives was spent. Asa Moss, 
Jr., and Alvira Stewart were married in Spring 
Township, the latter being one of the early 
school teachers of Boone County. She came with 
her brother, Matthew Stewart, from Collins, 
Cattaraugus County, N. Y., and lived with him 
until her marriage, September 24, 1844. The 
life of Mr. Moss was mainly spent on the 
Spring Township farm, although his last days 
were passed in Belvidere, where he died No¬ 
vember 1, 1SSS, less than one week after at¬ 
tending the funeral of Mr. Lincoln’s father. His 
widow survived until April 1, 1900, when she 
died, aged seventy-eight, her birth having oc¬ 
curred February 17, 1822. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln occupied a portion of 
tbe old Lincoln homestead in Flora Township 
until 1905, when Mr. Lincoln disposed of it, and 
they took up their residence in Belvidere, where 
they have a pleasant home. Five children were 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln, four of whom are 
living, as follows: Carrie A., wife of Fred Me- 
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Coy, a farmer of Belvidere; Rosa N., Mrs. Wil¬ 
liam P. Hill, of Otto, Ill.; Grace E., Mrs. Fred 
Eldridge, of Wapakoneta, Ohio, and Walter E., 
of Belvidere, Ill., who married Emma Critchet, 
of Mason, Mich. Charles, now deceased, was a 
teacher and, at the time of his death, was just 
about to enter college. He died September 6, 
3890, and was buried on his twentieth birthday. 
Besides their own children, Mr. and Mrs. Lin¬ 
coln have made a home for one of their nieces, 
Cora F., a daughter of Oscar Lincoln, who is a 
high, school student. 

Politically, Mr. Lincoln is identified with the 
Prohibition party, and served three years as 
assessor of Flora Township. He and his excel¬ 
lent wife are members of the. South Side Bap¬ 
tist Church in Belvidere, in which he has offi¬ 
ciated as deacon. 

LIVINGSTON, Elisha W., retired farmer, 
teacher and merchant, Justice of the Peace and 
Notary Public, Capron, Ill. Of the teacher, with 
as much pertinence as of a man in any other 
avocation, it may be said that his good works 
live after him. To a considerable extent, es¬ 
pecially during an earlier period of our history, 
the labor of the teacher was a labor of love; for, 
if it was not altogether gratuitous, it was in a 
financial way poorly requited. But there are 
rewards other than those of money, and the con¬ 
scientious and successful teacher who lives long 
in a community sees them all about him. More 
intimately than almost any other, has he laid 
the foundation for general advancement, and he 
has the satisfaction of knowing that he has had 
a part in it, and that indirectly it is in no small 
sense the result of his own labors. These 
thoughts have been suggested by a consideration 
of the busy and useful career of the gentleman 
whose name appears above. 

Elisha W. Livingston was born in Schoharie 
County, N. Y„ April 14, ,1840, a son of Jacob J. 
and Susannah (Guernsey) Livingston, and in the 
paternal line is of Scotch ancestry. His parents 
removed to Illinois in 1S45, when he was about 
five years old. They came by the way of the 
lakes to Waukegan (then Southport), Ill., 
Whence they pushed on to Beloit, Wis., their 
motor power being an ox-team. From Beloit, 
they came to Caledonia Township, Boone County, 
where Jacob J. Livingston homesteaded land. 
He was by trade a carpenter and mason, and 
busied himself with building operations until he 


saw his way clear to devote his time entirely to 
fanning. He secured two hundred and -forty 
acres of land, much of it heavily timbered, and 
with the aid of his srnis cleared it and put it 
under cultivation. He erected a house which 
was his residence during his life time, and 
which is now owned by D. S. Kelley. It is a 
landmark three miles north of Caledonia near 
the township line. Mr. Livingston was a me¬ 
thodical man who observed much and thought 
deeply, and he kept a diary during all of his 
active life in which he recorded much material 
that would be invaluable for a history of the 
community in which he lived. Late in life he 
sold his property and removed to Arkansas, but 
soon returned to Illinois and became a member 
of the household of bis son, Elisha IV. Livings¬ 
ton. He was born in the State of New York, 
November 22, 1S04, and died in Boone Township, 
January 26, 1SS3. His wife, who was Susannah 
Guernsey, was born in 1S09 aud died December 
11, 1SS1, aged about seventy-two years. Of their 
children, eight sons and two daughters grow to 
manhood and womanhood. Elmira, who is the 
widow of George Ham, lives at Minneapolis, 
Minn.; Eri settled in Arkansas after the Civil 
War and died in 1S99, aged sixty-eight years; 
Seth is living at Milo, Mo. ;• Rice, who is retired 
from active life, lives at Hot Springs, Ark.; 
Lucy Ann married William Couable, and is liv¬ 
ing in Kansas, aged about seventy-one years; 
Elisha W. was the next in order of birth; Abel 
F. (deceased) was the editor and publisher of 
a newspaper at Morrilltou, Ark.; Matthew lives 
at Charles City, Iowa; John, of Axtell, Kan., 
has been a merchant there and has filled the 
offices of Postmaster and County Treasurer; 
Asher went to Arkansas soon after the Civil 
War and is a merchant at Conway, in that State. 
Eri, Rice, Abel, Matthew and John all served 
their country as soldiers in the War of the 
States, and John fought through the entire 
struggle, first as an infantryman and then as a 
cavalryman. 

Elisha W. Livingston grew to manhood on his 
father's farm aud November 22, 1S62, when he 
was in his twenty-third year, married Miss Mary 
A. Hanson, daughter of N. E. Hanson, of Cale¬ 
donia Township. Four years before that, in 
1S5S, he had begun his career’ as a teacher at 
Beaverton, Boone County. In 1S59 he went to 
Christian County, III., and there taught during 
the school years of 1 So 9-G0 and 1S00-01. Re- 
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turning to Boone County in 1861, he began farm¬ 
ing and, in 18G3, bought a farm in Manchester 
Township, not far from his father’s homestead. 
There he remained until 1808, farming in season, 
threshing and hauling wood in the fall, and 
teaching during the winter months. From 18GS 
to 1872 he busied himself largely in talcing a 
course at the Normal University and graduated 
with the class of the year last mentioned. After 
that he finished his classical studies at Beloit 
College, Wis. He then tool! up teaching, with 
assistant teachers under him, in graded schools. 
After he had taught thus in the Durand High 
School and the High School at Rockland, his 
health failed and he was obliged to retire to the 
farm, but he afterward taught winter schools 
until 1887. In that year he bought a hardware 
store at Capron and removed to that village. 
After a successful career there ns a merchant, 
which extended through a period of sixteen 
years, he sold his store to his son Edwin M. 
Livingston, who had assisted him from the be¬ 
ginning and had for some years been his partner. 
The business was managed by the younger 
Livingston until quite recently, when he disposed 
of it. In the meantime Mr. Livingston had 
given necessary attention to bis farming interests 
and had bought the old homestead of his wife’s 
parents in Caledonia Township, known as the 
N. E. Hanson farm, which he still operates. He 
is in accord with the prohibition idea and wher¬ 
ever he has lived, has always been an active 
Sunday school worker. At one time he was 
Superintendent of two Sunday schools, and he 
still regularly teaches his Sunday school class. 

Elisha W. aud Mary A. (Hanson) Livingston 
have had children named as follows in the 
order of their nativity: Edwin M. was his 
father's partner and succeeded him in the hard¬ 
ware trade. Myrtle is the wife of Alexander 
McLaren, a wholesale merchant at Rockford, 
Ill. Lee A. is a railroad agent and telegraph 
operator. 

Mr. Livingston, besides ably filling the offices 
of justice of the peace and notary public, has 
for many years been a school trustee at Capron. 

LOOP, Albert E., cashier of the First National 
Bank of Belvidere, Ill., which position he has 
held since 1S03, is one of the financial bulwarks 
of Boone County, and is one in whose bands the 
affairs of so great a moneyed institution are well 
placed. Mr. Loop was born in Belvidere, Ill., 


January 10, 1861, a son of Charles B. and Maria 
(Pierce) Loop. Major Charles B. Loop is the 
distinguished officer of the Ninety-fifth Illinois 
Infantry, who was specially detailed to accom¬ 
pany General Sherman in his famous march 
upon Atlanta. Major Loop distinguished him¬ 
self upon this march and during the siege of 
Vicksburg, and was a brave and fearless soldier. 
Upon his return home his fellow citizens loaded 
him with honors. He was county clerk for 
twelve years, for twelve years was postmaster, 
for nine years was chief clerk in the grain in¬ 
spection department and for two years was 
doorkeeper of the House of Representatives, at 
ail times performing every service expected of 
him and proving himself a loyal, true and hon¬ 
orable citizen and gentleman. 

Albert E. Loop was carefully educated in the 
public schools, graduating from North Belvidere 
High School, and later took a special course at 
Lake Forest University. In 1S93 he was called 
upon to assume the office of cashier of the First 
National Bank of Belvidere, at No. SIS North 
State Street, which onerous position he has filled 
ever since, carefully guarding the interests of 
the stockholders and patrons, and placing the 
hank among the sound, reliable financial institu¬ 
tions of the State. 

On January IS, 3SOI, Mr. Loop married Kate 
Lawrence, aud two children have been born to 
them: Gertrude and Edwin A. Mr. Loop is a 
Republican and Is now serving ns chairman of 
the county central committee. He lias always 
taken a lively interest in local and State poli¬ 
tics, and while conservative, is much interested 
in all reasonable reforms, and furthers every¬ 
thing lie believes will conserve the interests and 
promote the future advancement of Belvidere. 

LUCAS, Oscar F., secretary of the Belvidere 
Farmers’ Mutual Fire & Lightning Insurance 
Company, of Boone County, Ill., and a leading 
citizen of Belvidere, was born in Franklin, De- 
Kalb County, Ill., eight miles south of Belvidere, 
November 9, 1840. His parents were Horace 
and Elizabeth (I-Iinkson) Lucas, of Coimersville, 
lud., the latter being a native of that village, 
and the former of New York State. Their mar¬ 
riage took place in Oonnersville, and they moved 
to Boone Count}', Ill., in 1S3S, locating at Blood’s 
Point, Flora Township. Not long afterwards 
they changed their location to DeKalb County, 
and after living there about four years, returned 
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to a farm at Blood’s Point, which became the 
present Lucas homestead. On this place the 
father died in 1852, at the age of thirty-six 
years, the mother continuing to conduct the 
farming operations, for the purpose of rearing 
the family, the youngest of her seven children 
being only one year old, and the eldest but thir¬ 
teen, at the time of their father’s decease. The 
latter had a brother. Albert Lucas, who settled 
in the same locality a few years later, and after 
remaining there twenty years, went back to In¬ 
diana. The boys ultimately carried on the farm, 
the mother spending her last days in Belvidere, 
where she passed away in 1884. One of the seven 
children, Horace, died at the age of fifteen 
years. The others were as follows: Walter; 
Oscar; Mila Ann, who became the wife of 
Charles Gibbs and died in 18G3; Catherine, who 
married Hawley Main, and died at Boone, Iowa, 
in 1S07; Olive, wife of Josiah Tilson, a resident 
of that town, and Moses, a flour and feed dealer 
of Belvidere, where he has lived since boyhood. 

Oscar Lucas still owns a part of the old 
homestead. He was twelve years old at the 
time of his father's death, and remained at home 
until 1802, In 1SG3 he located on a farm which 
he had bought adjoining the homestead, adding 
his share of the latter to it, and making one hun¬ 
dred and forty acres in all. It contained no im¬ 
provements except a log house and stable, and 
he built a basement barn and two houses. After 
nearly fifty years of association with the home 
place, he left it in 1000, taking up his residence 
in Belvidere. In the meantime he had also be¬ 
come a carpenter and contractor, and for several 
years he followed his trade. For thirty-five years 
he was occupied largely in the settlement of 
estates in Boone and DeKalb Counties, attending 
to this matter in connection with the demise of 
many of the old settlers of Flora Township. He 
also' acted in the capacity of guardian for a num¬ 
ber of orphan children. He was a charter mem¬ 
ber of the Blood’s Point Creamery, an establish¬ 
ment still in operation, which meant a great deal 
for the farmers of the vicinity, and for eighteen 
years was its secretary and salesman. His farm 
is now operated by his son, W. H. Lucas, the 
present supervisor of Flora Township. 

On January’ 13, 1SC2, Mr..Lucas was married 
to Almira Lawton, of Fort Scott, Kan., where 
he went at that time. One son, Wilmer H., be¬ 
fore mentioned, resulted from this union. The 
latter married Bessie lies, and they have two 


children: Glen F. and Wyla. Almira (Lawton) 
Lucas died December 27, 1S94. She came with 
her parents, when fourteen years old, from Penn¬ 
sylvania to Illinois, from whence they moved, 
four years later, to Kansas. On June 10, 1807, at 
Kingston, DeKalb County, Ill., Mr. Lucas was 
married a second time, wedding Alice Taylor 
Fellows, born and reared in De Kalb County. 
A Republican, he takes an active part in affairs 
of his party. 1-Ie served as assessor four years 
in Flora Township, and held the office of super¬ 
visor of Flora Township for six years, and is 
now in his fifth year as supervisor of Belvidere 
Township and is chairman of the board. He has 
been connected with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church for forty years, being one of the original 
members of the Charter Oak M. E. Church, 
which is located near his farm. 

LUCAS, Wilmer H., the present efficient and 
highly esteemed supervisor of Flora Township, 
Boone County, Hi., and one of the most promi¬ 
nent men of his locality, was born in the same 
township, July 15, 1SG3. Full particulars in re¬ 
gard to his parentage and family history may be 
found in a biographical record of his father, Os¬ 
car F. Lucas, of Belvidere, immediately preced¬ 
ing. The subject of this sketch, who is the only 
child of his parents, was venred on the paternal 
farm in Flora Township, receiving his educa¬ 
tion in the district schools in the vicinity of 
his home and in those of Kirkland, De Kalb 
County. In 1887 he located on the old homestead, 
where he has since successfully devoted his at¬ 
tention to general farming and raising stock. 

On September 10, 18S0, at Beloit, Wls.. Mr. 
Lucas was united in marriage with Bessie lies, 
born December IS, 1S00, and a daughter of Rich¬ 
ard and Eliza (Edwards) lies, natives of Eng¬ 
land. The father and mother of Mrs. Lucas 
passed their last days in Flora Township, both 
dying at the age of fifty-eight years. Eleven 
children were born to them, of whom the wife of 
Mr. Lucas was the seventh. Mr. and Mrs. Lucas 
are the parents of two children: Glenn F. and 
Wyla A. 

Politically, Mr. Lucas’ has always been an act¬ 
ive Republican, exercising a marked influence 
in local affairs. He has held the offices of high¬ 
way commissioner, township assessor and school 
director, and was elected supervisor of Flora 
Township in the spring of 1007, and the duties 
of that position are being fulfilled by him with 
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commendable efficiency and fidelity. He is one 
of the most popular men in Boone County. 

LUHMON, Simon H., whose excellent farm of 
ICO acres, situated in Boone Township, Boone 
County, Ill., testifies to his ability as an agri¬ 
culturist, is also known as one of the most en¬ 
thusiastic Prohibitionists of his section. Mr. Luh- 
mon is a son of Simon and Minnie (Staas) Luh- 
mon, natives of Germany, who emigrated to the 
Uniicd States about 1867 and, for a short time, 
lived in Stephenson County, Ill., but later re¬ 
moved to Boone County, settling in Bonus 
Township, where the father died February 20, 
1904, at ah advanced age, the mother still sur¬ 
viving. They had nine children who lived to 
maturity, namely: Carrie, the wife of F. A. 
Mensenkamp; Louisa, the wife of August Kraft; 
Henry and John, of Belvidere; Christopher; 
Simon II.; Minnie, the wife of Henry Herbert; 
Anna, who married Charles Fill; and Sophia, 
who married Franz Tripp. 

Simon H. Luhmon was born in Bonus Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, II., October 9, 1S70, and 
received his primary education in the common 
schools of this locality, later taking a course 
at the Metropolitan Business College, Chicago. 
After his return he engaged in farming, for the 
first two years renting land in Bonus Township, 
and then purchasing his present fine farm of 
ICO acres. On November 28, 1S94, he was 

married to Miss Lillie Nixon, who was born 
in Bonus Township, December 8, 3S75, daughter 
of Audi and Julia (Hart) Nixon, the latter of 
whom died in Chicago, August 25, 1904, while 
the former survives. Mr. and Mrs. Nixon had 
six children, namely: Noah; Theresa, who 
died in Bonus Township at the age of thirteen 
years; Ezra and Elmer, both of whom died 
young; Nellie, the wife of Percy Hills; and 
Lillie B., the wife of Mr. Luhmon. After his 
marriage, Mr. Luhmon settled on the farm on 
which he now resides, and on which he has 
erected one of the finest country residences in 
Boone County. He has devoted most of his at¬ 
tention to dairy farming, keeping an average 
of thirty cows, and his success in his under¬ 
takings has been well merited. He and bis 
wife are the parents of two children: Sidney 
E. and Donald R. 

In his political affiliations, Mr. Luhman is a 
Prohibitionist, and he lias been a hard worker 
in behalf of his party. His ability has been 


recognized by his election to the office of School 
Director, and he takes a great interest in all 
township matters. He and Mrs. Luhmon are 
active members of the First Baptist Church of 
Belvidere, of which he has been for several 
years a Trustee, and formerly Superintendent 
of the Sunday school. 

MANNING, George N., M. D. ( a skillful and 
highly esteemed physician of Garden Prairie 
Boone County, Ill., was born in Carroll County, 
Ill., April 12, 1S70, a son of Nelson IV. and 
Melvina J. (Sbaffer) Manning, the former a na¬ 
tive of Virginia, and the latter of Carroll County, 
Ill., where both parents spent their last days. 
Their family consisted of three sons and two 
daughters. George X. Manning, the third born of 
this number, was reared on the home farm in 
Carroll County up to the age of fourteen years, 
and then attended school at Naperville, Ill., for 
four years. At the end of this period lie entered 
the medical department of Northwestern Uni¬ 
versity, and after remaining there two years, 
spent a like period in the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, from which institution ‘lie was 
graduated with the class of ’94. He began the 
practice of medicine at Clarke City, III., contin¬ 
uing thus about one year, then locating at Gar¬ 
den I’ralrie, where he established his office in 
the fail of 1890. Since then he has been very 
successful, acquiring a large practice and gain¬ 
ing an enviable reputation. He is a member of 
tlie Boone Count:,- Medical Society. 

On September 30, 3890, Dr. Manning was mar¬ 
ried, at Lanark, Carroll County, III., to Mae 
Seliriner. who was bom in that county. The 
doctor and his wife have one son, El Donne. In 
fraternal circles, Dr. Manning is identified with 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and the 
Modern Woodmen of America. 


MAREAN, William M., the-popular and effi¬ 
cient superintendent of the municipal water¬ 
works at Belvidere, Ill., and formerly, as well as 
now, prominently connected with other impor¬ 
tant enterprises, was bom in Broome County, N. 
V., May 10, 1853, a son of Marvin Clark and 
Olive A. (Howard) Marean, natives of New 
Vork, who settled .in Belvidere in 1S54. Mar¬ 
vin Clark Marean was born in Broome County, 
N. X.. June 8, 1S27. One of ills ancestors, Dor¬ 
man Mnnrenn, came from Normandy to America 
in 1G3G. In 1780, Norman Marean, grandfather 
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of Marvin C., settled at Canaan, N. Y. His son, 
Henry, bom in 1777, married Chloe Delano, of 
Kent, Conn., a descendant of Philip Delano, who 
crossed the ocean from Holland to Plymouth in 
the ship “Fortune,” in 1636. In 1851 Marvin C. 
Mo.rean married Olive Howard, born in Union, 
Broome County, N. Y., in 1854 commenced oper¬ 
ating a stone quarry in Flora Township, con¬ 
tinuing thus for two years. Then he followed 
farming in the same township until 1S68, when 
he took up his residence in Belvidere, where for 
thirty years he has officiated as justice of the 
peace. Judge Marean is one of the most con¬ 
spicuous and familiar figures in Belvidere. his 
commanding presence being the envy of many 
much younger men. In bearing he is dignified 
and courteous, and, in manner and speech, affa¬ 
ble and genial. Two children were born to him 
and his wife, the subject of this sketch and an¬ 
other son named Harry. Politically, Judge Ma¬ 
rean was a Whig in early life and became a Re¬ 
publican on the organization of that party. He 
has acted ,in the capacity of chairman of the 
Republican county committee of Boone County. 

William M. Marean was one year old when 
his parents located in Belvidere, and has been 
a resident of Boone County ever since. Up to 
the age of sixteen years he remained on the 
home farm, going then to Belvidere and learn¬ 
ing the trade of a carpenter, which he followed 
for twenty years throughout the country as a 
contractor and builder, also operating a planing 
mill several yen re. During most of this period 
he was in partnership with William II. Connell, 
under the firm name of Marean & Connell. In 
1802 be sold out his interest In this business, be¬ 
coming superintendent and manager of the Bel¬ 
videre Electric Light Company, in which he was 
one of the original stockholders, acting as sec¬ 
retary for five years, until be assumed the latter 
position. On July 1, 1S97, he became superinten¬ 
dent of the water works in Belvidere, under 
Mayor Moore, and has continued to act In that 
capacity up to the present time, the works being 
a municipal plant, Installed during the adminis¬ 
tration of Mayor Herlbert, in 1891. The plant 
now Includes twenty-three miles of water main, 
with 103 hydrants, 1,005 meters and 1,504 ser¬ 
vice pipes. The entire cost of the plant, up to 
date, is $120,497.63; the operating expenses for 
1907 being $7,579.40; and the total income, $10,- 
9S7.2S, making a self-sustaining enterprise, be¬ 
sides affording fire protection to the city. Sev¬ 


enty pounds is the normal standpipe pressure, the 
fire pressure being 100 pounds. 

Mr. Blarean was one of the promoters of the 
Belvidere Telephone Company, of which he is 
now secretary, having acted .as treasurer for 
some time. Notwithstanding the cares and re¬ 
sponsibilities involved in these various public 
and private duties, he is fond of outdoor sports, 
and finds some leisure for wholesome recrea¬ 
tion, making occasional trips to the Wisconsin 
woods for hunting and fishing. I-Ie has some 
interesting trophies of his skill with gun and 
rod, among which is a fine deer head, mounted 
in his office. 

On May 14, 1879, Mr. Marean was united In 
marriage with Alice Wood, of Manchester Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, a daughter of William and 
Sarah A. Wood, her father being a well known 
farmer in that township. Three children resulted 
from this union as follows: Llewellln M.. a 
toolmaker for the National Machine Company, 
of Belvidere; Blanche E., office assistant of her 
father; Olive S., who died at the age of six 
yea re. 

Politically, Mr. Marean is a Republican, and 
in fraternal circles he is identified with the A. 
F. & A. M\, being a Ivnlght Templar and a 
Shriner, 

MARKLEY, Andrew J., M. D., physician nnd 
surgeon, of Belvidere, Ill., nnd one of the most 
prominent men of Boone County, was bom on a 
farm near Archbold, Ohio, May 3, 1S58. and is 
a son of Andrew L. Markley, a Pennsylvania 
German, who married Juliette Lingle. Dr. Mark- 
ley worked his way through high school, nnd 
then through the Bennett Medical College, from 
which he was graduated with the degree of M. 
D. In 1SS1 he moved to Poplar Grove, Boone 
County, where he worked in a drug store and 
practised medicine, gaining a very valuable ex¬ 
perience. In 1S82 he located In Garden Prairie, 
where he remained in active practice until 1S90, 
when he removed to Belvidere and still makes it 
his home with residence at No. 017 South State 
Street, and offices at No. 511 South State Street 
During the eighteen years he lias been located 
here, Dr. Markley has built up a valunble prac¬ 
tice and is recognized as one of the lending mem¬ 
bers of the Boone County medical fraternity. 

Not only has Dr. Markley been active in his 
profession, but has taken an equal interest in 
business affairs, is vice-president of the Second 
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National Bank of Belvidere and treasurer of the 
Illinois Mutual Fire Underwriters. Through his 
energetic efforts St. Anthony Hospital was built 
at Rockford in 1899 and St.. Joseph Hospital in 
Belvidere one year later. Dr. Markley is at¬ 
tending physician and surgeon of both. He has 
taken a very active part in his' home politics 
ns a member of the Republican party, and has 
been prominent in the school board, in which he 
has served for several years as member and 
president. He has also been coroner of Boone 
County, and in every office exhibited the same 
consideration and interest in the affairs of the 
people as though they pertained to his private 
business. Fraternally he is a thirty-second de¬ 
gree Mason, a Knight Templar, Mystic Shriner, / 
member of the Order of Elks and professionally 
is a member of the Boone and Winnebago Coun¬ 
ty Medical Societies, and the American Medi¬ 
cal Association. Three brothers of Dr. Markley 
are also practising physicians located in nearby 
cities. 

On .Tune 21, 18S7, Dr. Markley married Belle 
B. Bills, at Fairbury, Neb., and they have one 
daughter, Hazel S. Markley. Few men stand 
higher in the esteem of their fellow citizens than 
Dr. Markley, and the confidence he inspires is 
of the kind to win and hold the friendship of the 
very best people of the community. 

MARRIETT, Woodman R., M. D., a member of 
tlie medical fraternity at Capron, Boone County, 
Ill., was born in Wayne County, Pa., November 
23, 1S5S, a son of Robert and Elizabeth Marriott, 
natives of Lincolnshire, England. The parents 
were friends in England and, eomtug over on 
the same sailing vessel, duriug their six weeks’ 
voyage, were thrown much together, and were 
married soon after lauding, and then lived in 
Wayne Comity, Pa., until 1859, when they came 
to Boone County, 111., the sou Woodman then 
being an infant. In Boone County they settled 
on the farm the father still occupies at the age 
of seventy-seven. Although advanced in years, 
he manages his property, his youngest son, Frank, 
attending to the actual work. Robert Mar- 
Tlett had served an apprenticeship to the 
trade of farming as it is taught in England, and 
understood it in every detail. He was very 
poor upon coming to Boone and had to work ex¬ 
ceedingly hard. He made a first payment upon 
his land, intending to pay for it by degrees, hut 
the heavy frosts during the first season cut off 


his crops, so>the next year he chopped wood at 
three shillings per cord. The following year he 
had a fine crop and was able to meet his pay¬ 
ments promptly. Understanding, as he did, the 
science of farming, he was enabled to make of 
his land one of the best pieces of farm property 
in the county. He added to his original holding 
until he had five hundred acres, all In Cale¬ 
donia Township. His homestead one mile west 
of Poplar Grove is on the line of the Northwest¬ 
ern Railroad, and it is well stocked with high 
grade cattle and horses. The buildings are ex¬ 
cellent and all put up by him. He has not been 
a public man, but while devoting himself to 
farming, always votes the Republican ticket arid 
supports its candidates. He and his wife had a 
family of nine children, seven still living. 

Dr. Marriett remained upon his father’s farm 
un,til he reached his majority, later attending 
the Illinois State University, from which he was 
graduated In the class of 1880. After gradua¬ 
tion, he was principal of schools a + Port Byron, 
Ill,, and while teaching read medicine, taking a 
medical course at Rush Medical College, Chicago, 
from which he was graduated in 1886, with the 
degree of M. D., which he secured through num¬ 
berless sacrifices, as he had to work his way 
through the university and medical college. Im¬ 
mediately after graduation, he settled in Capron, 
Boone County, and there began a practice which 
he has since successfully prosecuted. He is a 
member of the Boone County Medical Society 
and the Illinois State Medical Association. 

Dr. Harriett owns a fine 120-aere farm, seven 
miles from Caprod, which he has farmed by a 
tenant on shares. This land is very valuable 
and Dr. Marriett has redeemed forty acres of it 
from the swamp by tiling, the value of which he 
learned through his father, who was one of the 
pioneers in tiling in Boone County. He is a 
director and vice-presklent of the Capron Bank, 
which is one of the first State banks in Boone 
County. While a strong Republican, he 'has not 
aspired to public office, although he has served 
as delegate to various State conventions and 
was a member of the noted convention of 1904. 

On December 8, 1SSG, Dr. Marriett married 
at Hennepin, Ill., Annie R. Speer, who had been 
a student in the Illinois State University at the 
same time he was. They have one son. Speer, 
aged fourteen. They are members of the Con¬ 
gregational Church, but attend the Methodist 
Church at Capron, and take an active part in it. 
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Dr. Marriett is one of the representative physi¬ 
cians of Boone County and one who is univer¬ 
sally respected and 'honored. 

MARSHALL, George M.—Sound, conservative 
policies, directed by keen judgment and wide 
knowledge of values and men, are necessary at¬ 
tributes of those who control our great financial 
institutions. In Belvidere, the First National 
Bank is one of the leading institutions of this 
character, and its head, Mr. George M. Marshall, 
is one of the men in whom the people of Boone 
County have full confidence. Mr. Marshall, who 
has been connected with various business Insti¬ 
tutions in the State for many years, was bom 
upon a farm near Sycamore, HI., October IS. 
1861. Ten years prior to his birth his father, 
Thomas Marshall, came from England to Kane 
County, Ill., when he was only eighteen years 
of age, and after living in Kane County three 
years, removed to DeKalb County, where, in 
1S56, he married Bachal Siglin, at Sycamore, 
III. They remained on the same farm for forty- 
nine years, but on March 1, 1907, they retired 
to Sycamore, since making their home In that 
city. Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Marshall, namely: George M.; Taylor Z., who 
is a resident of Belvidere, associated with his 
brother George in sheep feeding, and having the 
largest sheep feeding yards in the county: Ed- 
.win 0., a resident of Kirkland, Ill., who is en¬ 
gaged in coal and grain business; Leslie, a resi¬ 
dent of Byron, Ill., engaged in the elevator busi¬ 
ness ; and two daughters. 

Until he was fif.teen, George M. Marshall at¬ 
tended the common schools, after which he went 
to the Sycamore High School for two years, com¬ 
pleting his education with a complete course at 
a Chicago business college. Soon after his mar¬ 
riage, Mr. Marshall, who had received very ex¬ 
cellent training under his father, a thrifty and 
successful business man, embarked in the grain 
business at Charter Grove, Ill., where he con¬ 
tinued until he moved to Belvidere in 1891, to 
enter the coal and grain business there. At the 
organization of the Columbia Heating Company 
in 1002, Mr. Marshall was one of its incorpora¬ 
tors and stockholders, and remained connected 
with it until the interests of the Belvidere stock¬ 
holders were purchased by the Pope Manufac¬ 
turing Company, a Chicago concern. In 1904, 
Mr. Richard V. Carpenter organized the Boone 
County Abstract Company, with Mr. Marshall 



as president. During the years of prosperity 
and close application to business, Mr. Marshall 
amply demonstrated his fitness to handle im¬ 
portant transactions, and since his election to 
the presidency of the First National Bank, on , 
January 1, 1906, has displayed executive ability 
of high order, and skillfully guided the affairs of 
the institution with which he is connected 
through the crisis produced by the late panic 
in a manner to excite earnest commendation. 
Those who know Mr. Marshall best, believe that, 
in the following remark with which he is cred¬ 
ited, he reveals his life principle: “Whatever 
cultivates care, close observation, exactness, pa¬ 
tience and method, must be valuable training 
and preparation for all pursuits and duties." 

On February 3, 18S6, Mr. Marshall married 
Miss Susan S. Cottrell, at Sycamore, Ill., and 
three children have been born to them: Flor¬ 
ence L., a. sophomore at the State University at 
Madison, Wis.; Gilbert, a junior of the South 
Belvidere High School, and Thomas, yet in the 
eighth grade. Mr. Marshall is a Republican, but 
does not aspire to political honor, believing that 
•the interests he represents are too weighty for 
him to give any of his attention to public af¬ 
fairs. However, he has always been interested 
in educational matters and has served as presi¬ 
dent of the board of education since 1901. He 
is equally prominent in church and charitable or¬ 
ganizations, and is a man whose benevolence Is 
measured only by his means. Mr. and Mrs. Mar¬ 
shall are delightfully located at No. 703 Pearl 
Street, while his offices are at No. 204 North 
State Street. The family are all Methodists in 
religious faith. 

McCLUSKY, Robert W., farmer, Capron, Boone 
Township, Boone County, Ill. During recent 
years, dairying has become of considerable im¬ 
portance in Northern Illinois. Here the condi¬ 
tions for feeding cattle and producing milk and 
milk products are ideal. The market is one of 
the best in the world, transportation facilities 
are favorable and good prices are obtainable. 
Therefore, many farmers, while giving attention 
to miscellaneous crops, devote considerable labor 
and capital to tbis industry. One of the farmers 
of Boone County who has achieved considerable 
success in this line is Robert W. McClusky, who 
was born In Boone Township, June 25, 1853, a 
son of John and Agnes (Parkhill) McClusky. 
His father was born in t;he North of Ireland, 
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but of Scotch parentage, and grew to manhood 
In Scotland. In early life he learned the weav¬ 
er’s trade and, in his young manhood, crossed 
the ocean and found employment in one of the 
great spinning mills In Massachusetts. At Provi¬ 
dence, R. I., he met and married Agnes Parkhill, 
a native of Glasgow, Scotland, who had been 
brought to America by her parents. About 1852 
—perhaps a year before the birth of Robert W. 
McClusky—Mr. and Mrs. McClusky and Mrs. 
MeClusky’s brothers, John and Robert Parkhill, 
came to Illinois, and the three men all bought 
land in Boone Township. About two years later 
the Parkhills removed to Rockford, Ill., and in 
1860 John Parkhill went to North Adams, Mass., 
/then to Fitchburg, Mass., where he finally died. 
•' Later Robert again lived in Boone Township, 
but he has long been a citizen of Beividere, 
where he retired only recently, after forty years’ 
success as a coal dealer. Soon after his arrival 
In Boone Township, John McClusky sold his land 
claim to his brother-in-law and bought a farm 
on Beaver Creek, on which he lived forty years 
and which is now owned by Alvin Dimond. 1-Ie 
also acquired other farms in Boone Township. 
Since his retirement from active life, be has 
lived at Roscoe, Winnebago County. He was 
successful both as a farmer and stockman. A 
lover of good horses, he made a specialty of buy¬ 
ing, selling and trading horses. Without being 
in the ordinary sense a politician, he is remem¬ 
bered by those whose neighbor he formerly was, 
as one who took a lively interest in public affairs 
and was prominent in all movements tending to 
the betterment of his fellow townsmen. 

John and Agnes (Parkhill) McClusky became 
the parents of sons named: Robert W., George 
W. and John A. George W. and John A. have 
never married. The three brothers acquired the 
family homestead and two years later Robert W. 
sold his interest in it to George W. and John A., 
who have since owned and managed it, though 
they accompanied their father to Roscoe and 
have since lived with him there. 

Robert W. McClusky was brought up on his 
father’s farm and educated in the public schools. 
April 7, 1878, shortly before he was twenty-five 
years old, he married Miss Gennie Goodrich, a 
daughter of Nathan and Margaret (Kimball) 
Goodrich. Miss Goodrich was bom at Chemung, 
Ill., but was early brought by her parents to 
Capron, where her father was successful as a 
tailor, and where she was reared to womanhood. 


Her parents were natives of New York, and died 
in Capron, the mother in 1896 and the father 
in 1899. At the time of her marriage, Mrs. Mc¬ 
Clusky was in her nineteenth year. After his 
marriage Mr. McClusky located on his present 
farm, half a mile west of Capron, and about a 
year later he bought it. Originally it contained 
120 acres. He has added forty acres to it, mak¬ 
ing it a 160-acre farm, and he is the owner also 
of forty acres near the old McClusky home¬ 
stead. Since 1SS0 he has devoted his farm 
to mixed crops, but cows have been his 
principal dependence, he having milked gen¬ 
erally about twenty. He has been more than 
ordinarily successful in his special line. As a 
citizen -he has won the respect of all who have 
known him. Politically, he is a member of the 
Republican party, but he is not an active poli¬ 
tician and has never accepted any public office 
except such local offices as have been urged up¬ 
on him by his fellow townsmen, notably that of 
Township Assessor, which he filled with great 
ability and fidelity for nine years. Robert W. 
and- Gennie (Goodrich) McClusky have five 
children: Agnes hi, is the wife of John Robin¬ 
son, a farmer in Boone Township, and they have 
one son, Robert John; Margaret F. and Bessie 
have won success as school teachers in Boone 
County; Ida G. is a member of her parents’ 
household; John R. is assisting his father in 
the management of his agricultural and general 
business interests. 

McINNBS, R. W., M. D.—In nearly every great 
crisis some one is raised up to lead the chosen 
people out of bondage, and in the case of Belvi- 
dere’s necessity in 1896, it was Dr. R. W. Mc- 
Innes who came to her rescue. The city had 
been growing beyond her improvements, and a 
man of thorough understanding was required at 
the head of affairs. For years Dr. Mclnnes had 
been strongly advocating a sanitary sewer sys¬ 
tem, water works extension, street and sidewalk 
renewals and a thousand and one other im¬ 
provements which had to be made in order to at¬ 
tract new people and hold those already in the 
city. At this juncture, Dr. Mclnnes was nomina¬ 
ted for mayor and elected without opposition. 
During his term of office he not only did all he 
proposed, but also gave the people a clean, busi¬ 
ness administration and placed Beividere among 
the foremost cities of her size in the State. The 
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work he accomplished will live as a lasting me¬ 
morial to his efficiency and public spirit. 

. Dr. Melnnes was born in Eockford, Ill., in 
1857. After attendance on the public schools he 
took a four years’ course at Beloit College, and 
still later entering the Northwestern University, 
was graduated from the medical department of 
that institution in 1884. Prior to entering the 
University, he had studied with Dr. D. S. Clark, 
then the leading medical practitioner of Winne¬ 
bago County, and after his graduation became 
associated with Dr. Oharles Scott, of Belvidere. 
When the latter died, his large practice naturally 
reverted to his young associate, Dr. Melnnes, 
and It has since steadily advanced until he now 
occupies an enviable position in his profession. 
He now enjoys probably the most extensive prac¬ 
tice of any physician In the county, and his time 
Is so occupied that his beautiful home on North 
State Street sees but little of him. In 188G, Dr. 
Melnnes married Emma E. Plane. Dr.' and 
Mrs. Melnnes are socially very popular, and 
politically Dr. Melnnes is a powerful factor. . 

McIntyre, Donald, for more than forty years 
a successful dairy farmer and stock-raiser in 
Boone Township, Boone County, Ill., and one of 
the most useful and respected members of the 
community, was born in Argyleshire, Scotland, 
January 10, 1837. When twenty years of age 
he came to the United States and was employed 
by Charles Brown of Caledonia, Winnebago 
County, Ill., until his parents and his brother 
Peter joined him in the following year, and 
they rented land near Cherry Valley. In 1866 
the family located on the present McIntyre farm 
in Boone Township, and Donald McIntyre is 
still living on the old homestead, where he and 
his brother Peter carried on farming together 
for twelve years.- The marriage of Donald Mc¬ 
Intyre took place January 23, 1879, when he was 
united to Ettie Arlington, a native of Boone 
Township and a, daughter of John and Ellen 
(Twimey) Arlington. She died March 26, 1886, 
leaving four children, as follows: Effie May! 
wife of Edward Thornton of Manchester Town¬ 
ship, Boone County; John William and Donald 
George, both farming on the home place; and 
Duett, born about the time of his mother’s death, 
and reared by his aunt, Mrs. Janet Robinson, for 
whom he is now manager. For seven years Mrs. 
Mary J. Nash, widow of Charles Nash, and her 
daughter, Minnie A., have been housekeepers at 


the McIntyre home. The farm consists of 160 
acres, and has first-class improvements. About 
thirty cows are kept on the farm, dairying being 
the main work, together with raising hogs. Mr. 
McIntyre has also bred high-grade stock. In 
political matters he has taken an independent 
course, considering the qualities of the candidate 
rather than his party connection. Religiously 
he -was reared in the Free Church of Scotland, 
and is now a member of the Congregational- 
Church. In fraternal circles, he is identified 
with the Knights of the Globe. 

Every year there is a re-union of the McIntyre 
family, and at the last re-union over one hundred 
descendants were present. The next gathering 
will be held at the home of Mrs. Watson. The 
first one was at the home of Mrs. Patterson, and 
the second was held at the home of Mrs. Mc- 
Callum, and they all have been productive of 
much pleasure. 

McINTYRE, Peter, an old resident of Boone 
Township, Boone County, Ill., one of its most 
successful dairy and stock farmers and a citizen 
greatly respected throughout the township, was 
born in Argyleshire, Scotland, October 20, 1S42. 
His parents were John and Barbara (McEaehan) 
McIntyre, natives of that shire who crossed the 
ocean in 1858, coming directly to Illinois, and 
locating near Cherry Valley, where their young¬ 
er son, Donald McIntyre, was living, the latter 
having come to this country during the preceding 
year. The family moved into a log. house on 
the farm of Charles Brown, Donald’s employer, 
where they remained a few months, and then 
moved to a farm belonging to Alexander Smith. 
Subsequently they rented a farm for five years 
in Winnebago County, Ill., just north of Cherry 
Valley, and still later, for two years, occupied 
the Larkin farm in the same vicinity. On leav¬ 
ing this place Peter McIntyre bought his present 
farm. For a number of years he carried on 
farming In partnership with his father and 
brother, and together they purchased land. In 
1866 the McIntyre brothers bought at $22.50 per 
acre, two hundred and eighty acres which was 
covered with timber, except a small portion con¬ 
taining a house. This property is located in. 
Boone Township, three and one-half miles west,, 
and half a mile north of Capron, and three miles 
northeast of Poplar Grove. Here they continued 
as partners until 1875, having bought an addi¬ 
tional forty acres, making three hundred and 
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twenty in all. Tile farm is now divided, Peter 
having two hundred acres and Donald, one hun¬ 
dred and sixty, including the improvements. 
Peter started to develop another farm out of the 
■ original timber tract, of which but thirty acres 
was cleared. The parents remained on the old 
homestead, where the mother died in January, 
1877, at the age of seventy-four years, and the 
father in October, 1887, when eighty-seven years 
old. The latter was living with Donald at the 
time of his death. Peter McIntyre has been on ' 
his present place forty-two years. It is nearly 
all under cultivation, only a small amount of 
timber remaining. The timber cut has paid for 
the clearing and breaking, the wood being-worth 
$2.00 to $2.50 per cord on the farm,- from $4 to 
$6 at Belvidere, and $2.50 to $3.50 at Capron. 
Aside from the breeding of Shorthorn cattle, the 
farm is principally devoted to dairy purposes, 
from thirty to thirty-five cows being kept. It 
has a good residence and other buildings, the 
bank barn, having been built in 1S09. Mr. Mc¬ 
Intyre had two brothers and six sisters, of whom • 
one brother and one sister remained in Scotland 
but are now deceased. One sister is Mrs. Angus 
McLean ; another, Katie, married David Watson, 
of Belvidere Township, and Janet, the last, is the 
widow of John Robison, and lives on a farm ad¬ 
joining that of her brother Donald. Margarette, 
wife of Archibald Patterson, resides in Poplar 
Grove. Mary, deceased, married Archie McCal- 
lum. 

On February IS, 1875, Peter McIntyre was 
married to Mary Sillcox, and their union re¬ 
sulted in seven children, as follows: Mamie, 
wife of Charles Maitland, of Leroy Township, 
Boone County; John ; Daniel; Peter; Barbara, 
a teacher at Hunter, Ill.; Robert, a student in 
the Rockford Business College; and Charles, 
who is attending school. John is the owner of 
farming land situated in Todd County, Minn. 

Politically, Mr. McIntyre is a Republican. His 
religious connection is with the Congregational 
Church at Poplar Grove. Fraternally, he is af¬ 
filiated with the M. W. A. A biographical record 
of his brother, Donald McIntyre, may be found 
elsewhere in this volume. 

McKISKI, Joseph, farmer and stock-raiser, a 
stock-holder in the Farmers’ State Bank at 
Belvidere, Boone County, Ill. There are prob¬ 
ably more truly self-made men in the German 
element of our population than in almost any 


other that can be mentioned. The trouble with 
many men who would succeed, but overlook their 
opportunities, is that they have too little respect 
for the day of small things. In fact, many men 
fail to see chances for successful endeavor that 
lie all about them. In looking for large and spec¬ 
tacular begiunings, they overlook small ones full 
of promise. The native German is a man of 
thrift, who has learned to economize in small 
things and to plan for and count small savings. 
While ambitious to have everything of the best 
quality, he is willing to wait for costly improve¬ 
ments and conveniences until he can afford them. 
The writer has before him the pleasant task of 
briefly recording the facts in the life of an Aus¬ 
trian, who began life in America most modestly 
and, by hard work and the exercise of frugality, 
has advanced to a proud position among his 
fellow townsmen.’ 

Joseph McKiski was born in Laudskreun, 
Austria, September 30, 18G3, a sou of Anton and 
Anna McKiski. He was brought to America in 
1807, when about four years old, by his father, 
who settled on a farm four miles northwest of 
Belvidere, where he is still living, aged sixty- 
eight years. W. Gritzbauch, his 1 mother’s uncle, 
a tailor by trade, had come to Belvidere soon 
after 1840. Ills father had been a cooper in 
his native land, but here gave his attention en¬ 
tirely to farming. His mother died about three 

Following are the names of the children of 
Anton and Auna McKiski: Joseph, who is the 
immediate subject of this sketch; Rose, who 
married David Graham, of De Kalb County; 
Lena, who is the wife of John Henniuger, a 
farmer near Belvidere; William, who is living 
With his father ; Frank, a farmer near Belvidere; 
Edward, who is farming his father's old home¬ 
stead. Joseph McKiski was brought up not 
only to a knowledge of the farm, but to a knowl¬ 
edge of farm work, gained by hard practical ex¬ 
perience. He obtained a common school education 
and assisted his father until February 8, 1886, 
when he was between twenty-two and twenty-three 
years old. He married Sarah Henninger, a daugh¬ 
ter of George and Sarah Henninger. Miss Hen¬ 
ninger was born in Alsace-Lorraine in 18G3, and 
was brought by her parents to America when 
she was about three years old. The family lived 
for a time in Cook and Kane Counties, III. She 
and a brother, who is also a resident of Boone 
County, are the only members of the family now 
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living. She has borne her husband four chil¬ 
dren who are here mentioned in the sequence 
of their birth, and all of whom are living under 
their parents’ roof: Iva Belle, Billie, Ray 
Walter and Florence. 

v After his marriage Mr; McKiski operated 
rented farms for eight years, living on one 
farm four years and on another the succeeding 
four years. He then bought the Barker farm 
three miles, north of Belvidere. It contained 
about one hundred and fifty acres. By later 
purchases of eight, two, twelve, thirty-two, four, 
and ten and one-fourth acres respectively, he 
has increased his holding to two hundred and 
eighteen and one-fourth acres. The bulk of his 
land was bought for about forty dollars an acre, 
but for some of it he has paid as high as one 
hundred and fifty dollars an acre. When he 
took the original place in hand, both land and 
buildings were in bad condition. He devoted 
himself persistently and systematically not only 
to the enlargement but to the improvement of 
the farm. The soil is now of excellent quality 
for productiveness, the buildings are as good as 
any in that part of the county, and the place is 
supplied with a windmill and three water tanks. 
While giving considerable attention to miscel¬ 
laneous crops, Mr. McKiski makes a specialty 
of his dairy department, keeping forty cows and 
selling about twenty-five hundred dollars’ worth 
of milk every year. He also grows hogs and 
other stock. 

When Mr. McKiski began farming on his own 
land he had about two thousand dollars to in¬ 
vest, having as a renter doubled the one thous¬ 
and dollars capital with which he had entered 
upon his married life. Not only has he paid 
for his land and improvements, but he is now 
the possessor of a snug little fortune, with con¬ 
siderable money invested in real estate here and 
there, / and in the stock of the Farmers’ State 
Bank of Belvidere. From time to time he has 
dealt quite largely in cows, buying when he 
could do so to advantage, and selling when he 
was certain of a satisfactory profit. Politically 
he is a member of the Republican party, ever 
alert for the success of its men and measures, 
no less than for the progress and prosperity of 
his township and county. He fully agrees with 
the late President McKinley in the statement 
that business is politics and politics is business. 
He and his wife are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at Belvidere.- 


McMASTER, Cephas H.—Agricultural inter¬ 
ests are occupying the time and attention of many 
of our most progressive men, who are more and 
. more realizing that there is money and position 
to be gained' from the land. In Illinois, one of 
the greatest agricultural States in the Union, 
especially is this true; and, among those who 
have proven this for themselves is Cephas M. 
McMaster, of Bonus Township, Boone County, a 
sou of David McMaster who was born in Sher¬ 
burne Tillage, Chenango County, N. Y. He came 
west in 1S3S, settling in Boone County, Ill., and 
taking up a Government claim of eighty acres, 
for which he paid ¥1.25 per acre, in Section 29, 
Bonus Township. On it he began making a 
substantial home, first building on it a good Jog 
house. Here he followed farming until his 
death in July, 1S99. His wife had died on the 
same farm in August, 1SG9. Their family num¬ 
bered seven children, of whom two died in in¬ 
fancy. The others were: Alfred F.; Clara E., 
who died on the home farm; Matilda E., wife of 
Benjamin S. Herbert; Cephas II., and Phosa 
L. The mother of Cephas II. McMaster was 
Phoebe (Green) McMaster, a native of Oswego, 
N. Y., where she was born a daughter of Horace 
and Orrinda (Farmer) Green, and granddaugh¬ 
ter of Silas and Deborah (Brown) Green. 
Silas Green was a soldier in the Revolution, and 
was severely wounded in the battle of Nar- 
ragausett Bay. He was a cousin of General 
Nathaniel Green, and also cousin of Colonel 
Christopher Green, the Green family having al¬ 
ways been prominent in the country's history. 

Cephas II. McMaster was born June 5, 1S59, 
and reared in Bonus Township, receiving his 
education in the common schools and remaining 
at home until June, 1894, when he moved to the 
farm he now occupies. He has always been en¬ 
gaged in farming and stock-raising, and owns 
four hundred acres of excellent land. On Feb¬ 
ruary 14, 1SS3, Mr. McMaster was married to 
Florence A. Reed, born in Dorsetshire, England, 
January 23. 1858, a daughter of George W. and 
Patience (Loveridge) Reed, whose nativity was 
also English. They came to the United States 
in 1871, continuing on to Illinois, and locating 
in Boone County, near Garden Prairie, where 
they died, the mother in October, 1S92, nnd the 
father, September 10, 1903. For more than 
twenty years George W. Reed served as Town¬ 
ship Clerk of Bonus Township. One son. Alva 
II., was born to Mr. and Mrs. McMaster. Poll- 
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ticaliy, Mr. McMaster is a Republican, and 
served on the Board of Thistle Commissioners 
one year. He is one of the Trustees of the 
Congregational Church at Garden Prairie, of 
which Mrs. McMaster and their son are active 
members. Fraternally he is affiliated with the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, being a mem- 
ber.of Belvidere Encampment. 

MERRIMAN, Eugene D., Superintendent of 
Schools of North Belvidere, and one of the lead¬ 
ing educators of Boone County, is a young man 
of wide experience, scholarly attainments and 
special ability for the profession be has followed 
for the past twenty years. Prof. Merriman was 
bom August S, 1S71, at Huntington, Ind., a son 
of H. T. and Angeline (Broughman) Merri¬ 
man. After completing a public school course 
in Huntington County, Ind., Mr. Merriman at¬ 
tended the Indiana State Normal School, and 
after several years of study in that institution, 
was one of the teachers of Huntington County. 
Removing from Huntington County he was 
placed in charge of schools at East Chicago, Ind., 
and remained in that responsible position until 
1000. when he entered Cornell University, from 
which he was graduated with the degree of A. 
B. in 1905. He is at present a student of Chi¬ 
cago University, from which institution be soon 
expects to receive his Master degree. Since 
1005 he has been superintendent of schools of 
North Belvidere, and under his able manage¬ 
ment many reforms have been effected and in¬ 
novations instituted which have resulted ad¬ 
vantageously to his pupils. Prof. Meyriman is 
thoroughly versed in the science of pedagogy 
and introduces ail the newest ideas into his 
work. His teachers are very efficient and the 
schools of his charge have never been in as good 
a condition as now. 

A Republican in politics, Prof. Merriman 
comes of loyal people on both sides of the house, 
his grandfathers having both been Union sol¬ 
diers. He is a member of the National Educa¬ 
tional Association, the Northern Illinois Educa¬ 
tional Association and a fellow of the Masonic 
order. His religious affiliations are with the 
Methodist Church, m 189S Prof. Merrimon was 
married to Lucinda E. Stout, at Huntington, Ind., 
and one child has been bom to them—Merrill V. 
The pleasant home of Prof, and Mrs. Merriman 
is located at No. 215 W. Perry Street, where 
they are surrounded by an atmosphere of lit¬ 


erary refinement which is much appreciated by 
those privileged to visit them. 

METGE, Charles, an energetic, thorough and 
thriving farmer of Spring Township, Boone 
County, Ill., and a man of reliable character and 
blameless life, was born in the Province of 
Brunschwick, Germany, January 24, 1854, a son 
of Charles and Caroline (Fichler) Metge, who 
emigrated to the United States in 1867. settling 
in Calumet County, Wis., where they passed the 
remainder of their lives, the father dying in 1896. 
Their family consisted of three sons and two 
daughters. Charles Metge, who was the fourth 
child, accompanied his parents to tills country 
and lived in Calumet County', Wis., until 1892. 
He was married in that county on January 6, 
1SS0, to Mary Luckow, who was bom in Wauke¬ 
sha, Wis., May 25, 1861, a daughter of Christian 
and Sophia (Hagen) Luckow. Her parents 
spent their last years in Calumet County, Wis., 
the mother dying in 1S95, and the father in 1901. 
Four of their children reached maturity, of whom 
Mary was the youngest. 

After his marriage, Mr. Metge settled down on 
a farm in the above named county, where he 
lived until 1S92, when he moved to Boone Coun¬ 
ty, Ill., residing one year in Belvidere. He then 
purchased the farm on which he now lives, con¬ 
taining one hundred and sixty acres, with good 
buildings. Mr. anfj Mrs. Metge are the parents 
of twelve children, as follows: Laura C., wife 
of William E. Glender; Fred W.; Lena, wife of 
William Wolcott; Henry, Teima E., Anna F., 
Bertha, Marie, William, Millie, and Freda. Five 
of their children died in infancy. Politically, 
Mr. Metge is a zealous supporter of his party, 
and has filled the office of School Director. He 
and his wife are members of the German Luther¬ 
an Church. 

MEYERS, Charles G., President of the Farm¬ 
ers’ State Bank of Belvidere, Ill., and one of 
the most prominent citizens of his locality, was 
born in Spring Township, Boone County, III., 
March 2S, 1S5S, a son of George and Julia (Hu¬ 
ber) Myers, early settlers in Boone County. The 
parents passed their closing years in Boone 

County- 

Mr. Meyers was Teared on the paternal farm 
in Spring Township, receiving his education in 
the common schools. He was trained to the life 
of a farmer, and has followed agricultural pur¬ 
suits as his principal occupation ever since. On 
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the organization of the Farmers’ State Bank 
of Belvidere, he was chosen its first president 
and has since filled that responsible position. 
He is regarded as a safe, conservative and sound 
financier, and in connection with matters of in- • 
vestment and speculation, enjoys the confidence 
of the community. He is the owner of a very 
desirable farm, well improved, and containing 
about five hundred acres of land. 

On April 11, 1883, in Genoa, DeKalb County, 
Ill., Mr. Meyers was united in marriage with 
Addle Eichler, born in that county, and a daugh¬ 
ter of George and Sophia Eichler. Mr. and Mrs. 
Meyers have five children, namely: Albert 0., 
Frank G,. George E., and Harvey E. and 
Charlotte S., twins. Mr. Meyers is identified 
with the Republican party in political action, 
and has rendered creditable public service in the 
offices of highway commissioner and school di¬ 
rector. He and his wife have taken an active 
part in church and Sunday school work, and he 
is the superintendent of the Davis Methodist 
Church Sunday School. 

Mr. Meyers has been a breeder and raiser of 
horses for many years, and has also dealt in 
them extensively, meeting with marked success 
in this line of business, as in all others to which 
he has turned his attention. 

MEYERS, Daniel, a thrifty, worthy and highly 
respected farmer of Spring Township, Boone 
County, Ill., where his farming operations have 
been attended by profitable results, a son of 
George and Julia (Huber) Meyers, natives of 
Baden, Germany, who had a family of eight chil¬ 
dren. On coming to the United States they set¬ 
tled in Spring Township, Boone County. Daniel, 
who was the fourth child, was born on the Mey¬ 
ers homestead in Spring Township, October 2S, 
I860, and remained at home until he was twenty- 
two years old, when he rented land and began 
farming for himself, continuing this five years.. 
He then purchased the eighty acres where he 
now lives, and two years afterwards bought an¬ 
other eighty-acre tract, so that his farm now 
comprises one hundred and sixty acres, the great¬ 
er part of which is improved: The first build¬ 
ings erected by him were destroyed by fire on the 
evening of August 3, 1905, having been struck by 
lightning. These he at once replaced with more 
modern structures. 

On September 17, 1S90, Mr. Meyers was mar¬ 
ried in Flora Township, Boone County, to Mary 
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G. Groves, born at Groves’ Corners in the same 
township, October 12, 1868. Her father was the 
late Andrew J. Groves, a native of Maine, the 
birthplace of her mother, Lydia (Rice) Groves, 
being Towanda, N. Y. They settled in Flora 
Township at an early period. Mr. Groves’ death 
occurred in his seventieth year, while he was on 
a visit to his son, Eugene, early in November,. 
1901. His widow still survives. Those of their 
children who reached maturity are five in num¬ 
ber, of whom Mrs. Meyers was the fourth. Mr. 
and Mrs. Meyers have four children, namely: 
Arthur H., Gertrude S., Carlton D., and Robert 
E. Mr. Meyers and wife are active members of 
the Davis Methodist Episcopal Church of Spring 
Township. 

MEYERS, Edgar, a worthy representative of 
the younger element of the agricultural class in 
Boone County, Ill., was born on the old Meyers 
homestead in Spring Township, Boone County, 
July 10, 1872. Of the eight children who con¬ 
stituted the family of his parents, George and 
Julia (Huber) Meyers, he was the seventh. He 
was reared on the paternal farm, received his 
education in the common schools, and began 
farming for himself in 1898. Up to the age of 
twenty-three years he had lived with his parents, 
and then, for three years, was employed by his 
brother, John F. Meyers, on the latter’s farm. 
At the end of this period he rented land, on 
which he farmed six years, and in 1904 returned 
to the homestead property, where he has since 
lived. He is the owner of one hundred and fif¬ 
teen acres, which he has cultivated with profit¬ 
able results. 

On September 5, 1900, Mr. Meyers was united 
in marriage with Lena Hook, who was born in 
Baden, Germany, January 24, 1879, and is a 
daughter of Christian and Caroline (Sexauer) 
Hook, natives of Baden. Mrs.. Hook’s father died 
in Germany; her mother still survives. Their 
family consisted of eight children, of whom Lena 
was the fourth. Two children have been born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Meyers,—Walter G. and Allle 
C. J. Mr. Meyers and his wife are members of 
Zion Evangelical Church. 

MEYERS, George W— Success in any line of 
industrial activity means constant, persistent en¬ 
deavor directed along legitimate channels. Boone 
County is peculiarly well adapted for fanning, 
and mnny of the best farms in Illinois lie with- 
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In Its confines, and its farmers rank among the 
best in the State. George William Meyers of 
Beividere is recognized as a good, up-to-date 
farmer and breeder of carriage horses, and a rep¬ 
resentative citizen who has served his township 
well both as a public official and as a private cit¬ 
izen. He was born in Spring Township, Boone 
County, Ill., January 3, 1863, a son of George 
Meyers and Julia (Huber) Meyers. The father 
was bom in Baden, Germany, October 19, 1831, 
and the mother at Eppinger, Germany, May 28, 
1832. George Meyers was a soldier in the Ger¬ 
man army, who in 1855 came to the United 
States in a sailing vessel, the voyage consuming 
forty-one days. He settled in Pennsylvania, but 
later he and a brother drove an ox-team to Bei¬ 
videre, Ill., at an early day becoming pioneers of 
this locality. 

George W. Meyers attended the Davis School 
in the town of Spring, worked upon the farm, 
and when ready to begin life for himself, was as¬ 
sisted by his father, as were the other seven chil¬ 
dren of this stanch old German thoroughly 
Americanized. For eight years Mr. Meyers rent¬ 
ed a farm, then purchased a farm of one hundred 
and sixty acres, where the family resided for fif¬ 
teen years, afterward moving to Beividere, where 
they now reside. Mr. Meyers has always been a 
strong Republican, and in April, 1897, was hon¬ 
ored by his party by election to the office of Tax 
Collector, in which capacity he discharged his 
duties faithfully and acceptably. He has been 
associated with the Bell Telephone Company, the 
Genoa Bank, and is now a Director of the Farm¬ 
ers State Bank of Beividere. In religious belief 
he is a member of the Evangelical Methodist 
Church, 

On December 29, 1892, Mr. Meyers was mar¬ 
ried to Madeline Murphy, born in the town of 
Spring, November 10, 1865. Mrs. Meyers at¬ 
tended school at Blood’s Point, and later in the 
old bricljC school house in Beividere, under Pro¬ 
fessor Gibson and E. E. Brown, and at the age of 
seventeen obtained a certificate, and at that re¬ 
markably early age began teaching school, thus 
continuing for two and one-half years. The fol¬ 
lowing children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Meyers: John Boyd, born November 8, 1893; 
Marguerite, born April 27, 1895; Grace Marjorie, 
bom March 20, 1897; Mary Collins, born March 
5, 1899; Mabelle, born December 6, 1900; and 
George Murphy, born October 22, 1903. Mr. Mey¬ 
ers is a very conscientious man and possessed of 


a strong will; what he determines to do, he ac¬ 
complishes. He possesses a social disposition 
and is never happier than when entertaining a 
house full of guests. His love for his home is 
very strong, and be is regarded as an excellent 
neighbor and true friend, the kind of a man that 
Boone County is proud to own. 

MEYERS, John F., a worthy, substantial and 
extensive farmer of Spring Township, Boone 
County, Ill., whose name has always been a syn¬ 
onym for honesty and reliability among his 
neighbors, was born on the old Meyers homestead 
in Spring Township, November 21, 1860. His pa¬ 
rents, a history of whom is given In another 
sketch in this connection, were George and Julia 
(Huber) Meyers, natives of Baden, Germany, 
who had a family of eight children. John F. 
Meyers, who was the second of this number, re¬ 
ceived his education in the common schools and 
remained at home until he reached the age of 
nineteen years. He was then employed for about 
two years in Beividere, Ill., returning to the farm 
in the fall of 1881, where he has since been en¬ 
gaged in farming and dealing in live-stock. He 
is the owner of about four hundred acres of land, 
on which he has erected good buildings. 

On December 2S, 1882, Mr. Meyers was mar¬ 
ried to Minnie Sexauer, who was born in Baden, 
Germany, a daughter of John Jacob and Magde- 
line (ICneicer) Sexauer, both of whom spent 
their entire lives in Germany. Mr. and Mrs. 
Meyers have two children,—Frederick W. and 
Julia K. 

Mr. Meyers has always taken a good citizen’s 
interest in township affairs. In his political re¬ 
lations he is a Republican. He and his wife are 
members of the Zion Evangelical Church of 
Kingston, DeKalb Count}’. Fraternally he is 
affiliated with the Modern Woodmen of America. 

' MILLIKEN, George S., one of the most sub¬ 
stantial and highly respected farmers of Boone 
Township, Boone County, Ill., was born on the 
old Milliken homestead in the same township, 
December 20, 1850. He is a son of James S. 
Milliken, deceased, who was born in Jaffrey, 
N. H., October 9, 1816, and died February 2, 
1880. his marriage having taken place in Illi¬ 
nois, January 4, 1843. The latter’s father, John 
Milliken, was bom in the same place, February 
26, 1790, and died at the age of eighty-four 
years. Jaffrey was also the birthplace of John 
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Milliken’s wife, Dolly (Stevens) Milliken, who 
was born March 25, 1793, and died in her nine¬ 
tieth year. They located in Marengo, Ill., about 
the year 1838, and in 1842 James S. and his 
brother, Charles (born in Jaffrey, October 12, 
1820), worked together with their father, hav¬ 
ing secured a tract of nearly three hundred acres 
of government land in Boone Township. This 
they started operating upon as one farm in part- 
'nership. Their first dwelling was built of logs, 
and the stone house on the farm was built in 
1855, the date being marked on the building: The 
father, who died at the age of eighty-five years, 
made his home with his son Charles, his wife 
passing away when ninety-one years old. The 
house where Charles then lived was built about 
1850, and there the two boys were reared. An¬ 
other son, George, died at the age of seventeen 
years. 

James married Rachael Mitchell, who was 
born in Pennsylvania July 16, 1826, a daughter 
of Thomas and Hester Mitchell, neighbors there. 
Rachael came to Illinois with her two brothers, 
Samuel and Alexander, in 1837, when eleven 
years old. The next winter her father came, 
and in the succeeding fail her mother joined 
them. Soon Samuel went to Sugar River, Wis., 
Alexander farmed in the vicinity until 1859, 
when he started for Pike’s Peak, dying en route. 
Rachael was the only one of the family to re¬ 
main in Boone County. Her parents were 
among the- first settlers on the prairie. They 
sold out and moved away, the father dying in 
Kansas and the mother passing away near Lake 
Superior. Rachael still lives in the stone house, 
in her eighty-second year. She well remembers 
the early conditions of the place. Wolves 
howled about the early home and large droves 
of deer were often seen. Prairie fires were fre¬ 
quent. A band of Indians camped in the woods 
near Capron all of one winter,/and the Indian 
trail passed by her father’s house, but the fam¬ 
ily was never molested. 

Charles Milliken married Sarah Gardner, 
and, in 1885, they sold their farm and moved to 
California, where both died, he at the age of 
eighty-six years. Two of their grandchildren are 
the sole survivors of the family. John and 
Charles were partners for nearly forty years, 
and in ealy days the two brothers conducted a 
band and orchestra. James Milliken taught 
dancing schools at. Woodstock. Ill., and else¬ 
where in the vicinity, and all were widely known, 


remaining active until they reached an ad¬ 
vanced age. While Prof. Orris J. Milliken was 
lecturing at Rockford, Ill., he was handed an 
invitation to a dance, which took place at Che¬ 
mung, Ill., on July 4, 1854, the music being fur¬ 
nished by the Milliken band. 

In 1885, George and Orris J. Milliken, sons 
of James Milliken, bought the Charles Milliken 
farm. James Milliken occupied the old stone 
house until his death, at the age of sixty-two 
years. Besides his two sons, the family con¬ 
sisted of three daughters, the succession being 
as follows: Arvilda, who has always remained 
with her mother; George; Vienna, wife of Frank 
Walters, a farmer of Rockwell City, la.; Par- 
thenia, who died unmarried when twenty-two 
years old; and Orris J. The sons were Republi¬ 
cans in politics, and Charles served as town¬ 
ship assessor for several years. He was a mem¬ 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1886 
George S. Milliken bought one hundred and 
eighty acres of land, which was a part of the 
original farm of his brother. He carried on 
mixed farming, and formerly kept many cows. 

George S. Milliken has passed nearly all his 
life on the home place, going away nt Intervals, 
but always returning. On September 14, 1885, 
he was married to Ellen Eggleston, a daughter 
of W. F. and Sarah A. Eggleston, born in New 
York State, near Lancaster, Erie County. When 
five years of age, Mrs. Milliken was brought to 
Boone County by her parents, who were pioneer 
settlers in their locality, both dying when eigh¬ 
ty-two years old. Mr. and Mrs. Milliken have 
no children of their own, bud have cared for two 
boys—Paul Henry, whom they took when he 
was ten years old, and who was a member of 
their family for twelve years, and William Bink¬ 
ley, who came to them at the age of sixteen 
years and remained until he was twenty. Mr. 
Milliken is fond of recreation and a lover of 
good horses, usually keeping a few speedy "driv¬ 
ers.” 

MONTGOMERY, James, farmer, Caledonia 
Township, Boone County, Ill. The Montgomery 
family Is one of the most honorable in America. 
Did space permit, the names of many of its rep¬ 
resentatives, from the time of the historic Gen¬ 
eral Montgomery, might be introduced here. 
However, such assurance of the worth of the 
Montgomerys in general will not be required by 
citizens of Boone County who are personally 
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acquainted with the subject of this sketch, in 
whose admirable character are combined many 
of those traits which have given others of the 
name high standing among their fellow men. 

James Montgomery was born in Argyleshire, 
Scotland, July 1 4, 1834, and his birthday alone 
would seem to entitle him to American citizen¬ 
ship. His parents were James and Jane (Cald¬ 
well) Montgomery, both of whom were bom in 
the Land of the Thistle. In 1842, Mr. and Mrs. 
Montgomery, with their family, emigrated to 
America and located on a farm in Winnebago 
County, Ill., near the dividing line between that 
county and Boone County. There they lived, la¬ 
bored and prospered until death called them from 
the world’s activities. Mrs. Montgomery died 
aged only thirty-nine years, in the spring of 
1843. Mr. Montgomery survived her until Au¬ 
gust, 1871, when he was seventy-four years old. 
They had seven children, of whom their son 
James was the fourth in order of birth. 

The younger James Montgomery was eight 
years old when he came with his parents from 
Scotland to the United States. He lived with 
his father in the edge of Winnebago County, 
going to school and acquiring a practical knowl¬ 
edge of farming until 1861, when be settled on 
a farm in Guilford Township, Winnebago County, 
which his father had given him as a financial 
start in life. There he lived until 1S70. In 
March of that year he sold that farm and bought 
the farm in Caledonia Township on which he 
has since lived, and which comprises one hun¬ 
dred and sixty acres of rich land, most of which 
is highly improved. 

Mr. Montgomery has, during all his active 
years, been deeply interested in the progress and 
prosperity of his township and its people. He 
has held the office of supervisor, has been as¬ 
sessor, has served his fellow citizens as school 
director for more than a quarter of a century, 
and has ably performed the duties of school 
trustee. He and his wife are active and helpful 
members of the Congregational Church, warmly 
devoted to all its interests, and he has for more 
than thirty years filled the office of deacon. 

November 20, 1860, Mr. Montgomery married 
Miss Lavinia A. Tofflemire, a native of Canada. 
Mrs. Montgomery bore her husband five chil¬ 
dren, namely: Albert F., A. Clark, J. Ernest, 
Jennie E„ and Allen R. She died in Caledonia 
Township, March 10, 1877, aged forty-one years. 
Her son, Albert F., and her daughter, Jennie E., 


are also deceased. December 12, 1879, he mar¬ 
ried at Rockford, Ill., Miss Celia M. Edgeli, a 
native of Manchester Township, Boone County, 
born October 26, 1847, a daughter of Stedman 
M. and Abigail Sage (French) Edgell, more de¬ 
tailed mention of whom will be found in a bio-' 
graphical sketch of their son F. Willis Edged, 
which appears on another page of this work. 
Mr. and Sirs. Slontgomery have two sons named 
Robert E. and George E. Montgomery. 

MOORE, William H., in point of deration of 
service, the oldest man connected w.'ih the Na¬ 
tional Sewing Machine Company, of Belvidere, 
Ill., and one of the most prominent citizens of 
the community, was bom in Germany, April 26, 
1817, a son of William H. Moore. He moved 
from Chicago to Belvidere in 18S6, with the June 
Manufacturing Compay, and has since been iden¬ 
tified with every phase of sewing machine manu¬ 
facture, and being fnmiliar with ad depart¬ 
ments of the work. The Sloore family residence 
on East Lincoln Street, Belvidere, is one of the 
city’s pleasantest modern homes, known to ad for 
its good cheer and hospitality. 

In politics, Mr. Sloore is an old time Republi¬ 
can. He was elected to the City Council in 
1892, serving two years and making an enviable 
record. In 1895 the people of bis ward insisted . 
on his becoming their representative for an¬ 
other term, and he was again elected without 
opposition. He was foremost in advocating re¬ 
forms, and active in promoting the needed sewer 
system, as wed ns in establishing a fire depart¬ 
ment, being made chairman of the fire and water 
committee. Fraternally, he is affiliated with 
the A. F. & A. SI., being a member of the Free¬ 
port Consistory of the Scottish Rites; the Cru¬ 
sade Commandery, at Rockford, and Tebala Tem¬ 
ple of the Slystic Shrine. 

MORAN, Frank T., the present efficient post¬ 
master of Belvidere, Til., and editor and proprie¬ 
tor of the “Belvidere Daily Republican,” was 
born in Shiriand, Winnebago County. Ill., Slay 
12, 1S72. In early youth, Sir. Sloran received 
his primary education in the public schools, and 
after attending the Rockford Academy, taught 
school for several terms nnd then devoted bis 
attention to newspaper work, beginning as a re¬ 
porter and subsequently becoming a city editor 
of the “Rockford Republican.” In 1S92 lie es¬ 
tablished “The Belvidere Republican,” the first 
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successful daily paper In Belvidere. In Febru¬ 
ary, 1902, he was appointed by President Roose¬ 
velt postmaster for the city of Belvidere, and 
was re-appointed March 5, 1906. 

Mr. Moran was married April 3, 1894, to Edna 
Galey, of Rockford, Ill. He and his excellent 
wife stand high in the esteem of all classes in 
the community. 

MORSE, Byron J., a man of fine traits of 
character and an upright citizen, who is the 
owner of considerable real estate in Belvidere, 
Ill., his place of residence, besides his extensive 
property Interests elsewhere, was born In Ver¬ 
mont, December 2, 1852, a son of William 
Sprague Arnold Morse, decensed, a merchant, 
manufacturer and farmer by occupation. The 
latter was born in Windsor County, Vt., Feb¬ 
ruary 24, 1816. and there, in 1836, married Eliza 
Cady. In 1856 he came to Baileyville, just 
south of Freeport, Ill., and thence moved in 1859 
to Boone County, becoming a manufacturer of 
agricultural implements at Belvidere. I-Ie did a 
good business in making grain seeders and horse 
hay rakes, continuing in this line until 1866. 
In that year he located on an improved farm 
in Squaw Prairie, two and a half miles north of 
Belvidere, where he remained twenty years. In 
1874, he bought nenrly one thousand acres of 
land in Grundy Count}-, Iowa, hiring men to 
operate it, but giving it his supervision. In 1885 
he removed to Iowa, following farming there 
near Grundy Center until the time of bis death, 
March 8, 1897. His wife died in Chicago. Jan¬ 
uary 21, 1902, and she nnd her husband are 
buried at Belvidere. Although not a church 
member, he was a Bible student, and enjoyed 
arguments with his neighbors on scriptural mat¬ 
ters, especially with one of his friends (Deacon 
Tripp), often taking the side of a question which 
was contrary to his, in order to bring out the 
best presentation of views on the opposite side 
from the w-ortliy deacon. In politics he was a 
Republican. He and his wife had two children, 
namely: Harriet Lavina, wife of C. H. Peck, 
of. Chicago, and Byron J. At the nge of twenty- 
five years the latter went to Iowa with his 
father and spent four years on the paternal 
farm. Afterwards he spent much of his time on 
the Iowa farm, until 1S82. After his father’s 
death the 1 estate was sold, and Byron J. re¬ 
mained at Grundy Center, where he was en¬ 
gaged in the furniture business about five years. 


In 1900 he decided to return to Illinois, his 
wife’s people being residents of Belvidere. He 
invested in Belvidere real estate, at the same 
time acquiring farming land in the cotton sec¬ 
tion of Oklahoma, near Hastings. His income 
is largely from rentals. 

The marriage of Mr. Morse took place March 
16, 1S82, on which date he wedded Sarah A. 
Gray, a daughter of Hartwell and Adaline 
(Giles) Gray, who moved from Bangor, Me., to 
Boone County, In 1S66. Mrs. Morse was born in 
Bangor June 27, 1855. Her father was a farmer 
on Squaw Prairie, and also a produce dealer in 
Belvidere, where, after living in retirement sev¬ 
eral years, he died at the age of eighty-one years. 
I-Iis widow survived him until May, 1907, passing 
away when eighty-three years old. Mr. Gray 
held the office of street commissioner in Belvi¬ 
dere. Mr, and Mrs. Morse have three children, 
namely: Erie Raymond; Nellie* Blanche, Mrs. 
Robert B. Blain, with Nelson Morris & Co., 
Chicago; and Adaline' Eliza, a student in the 
Belvidere High School. Erie R. Morse received 
a high school education, and was then employed 
in connection with the St. Louis Exposition, sub¬ 
sequently securing a place in the wholesale gro¬ 
cery establishment of Franklin McVeagh & Co., 
Chicago. In that concern he has risen from the 
grade of an office boy to that of assistant super¬ 
intendent of a manufacturing department. 

Politically, Byron J. Morse has always been 
a strong Republican, but averse to seeking pub¬ 
lic office. In fraternal circles, he is affiliated 
with the M. W. A., nnd the IC. of P. He is a 
close and discriminating reader of general lit¬ 
erature and a man of pronounced home inclina¬ 
tions. Mrs. Morse is a member of the Domes¬ 
tic Science Club of Belvidere. Both are highly 
esteemed by all who know them. 

MURCH, George W.—Every community has 
certain progressive men to whom its people look 
whenever any crisis in civic or business life oc¬ 
curs. Upon such men much devolves, and to 
them all credit is due for the flourishing condi¬ 
tion of the several communities they have so 
materially assisted. The history of Boone 
County would not be complete without special 
mention of George W. Murch, the venerable fi¬ 
nancier and business man of Belvidere, who was 
born at Cortland, N. Y., January 19, 1830, a 
son of Martin nnd Polly Murch, who resided In 
New York until they removed to Belvidere with 
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their son George "tV., where they died some 
years later. 

As early as 1849 Mr. Murch left the home¬ 
stead in New York and with so many others 
sought fortune in the West He first settled in 
Putnam County, Ill., and there applied himself 
to teaching for a year. However, in 1850, he 
with other young men, started for California. 
They walked to St Joseph, Mo., and there join¬ 
ing a party, proceeded across the plains with ox- 
teams and prairie schooners. It took one hun¬ 
dred and sixteen days to make the journey, but 
when they reached their destination they imme¬ 
diately commenced mining. After two years, how¬ 
ever, Mr. Murch decided that he preferred the 
slower but surer industrial methods of Illinois, 
and returning to Belvidere via Panama and 
New York, settled down as a private citizen and 
business partner with his brother, L. II. Murch, 
in a harness shop. Later he embarked in the 
clothing business, carrying a line of clothing, 
boots and shoes in the same building used for 
the harness business. In 1857, when the south 
side of Belvidere began to show signs of becom¬ 
ing a good locality for the centering of trade, Mr. 
Murch had the foresight to build a block on that 
side of the city and conducted his business from 
two stores, thus continuing until 3S74. At that 
time the two stocks were consolidated, the har¬ 
ness shop closed, and Mr. Murch continued in 
the clothing business alone until his retirement 
in 1893. However, a man of his good business 
judgment was not to be left alone, and his ser¬ 
vices were required in 1901, when he was called 
upon to assume the presidency of the Peoples 
Bank of Belvidere. In 1885 when the proposed 
removal of the June Manufacturing Company of 
Chicago to Belvidere was before the people of 
this city for consideration, Mr. Murch was ap¬ 
pointed chairman of the citizens committee hav¬ 
ing the matter in charge. The soliciting of sub¬ 
scriptions to stock and donations involved much 
hard work, and Mr. Murch labored strenuously, 
meeting with unqualified success, the extensive 
plant known as the present National Sewing Ma¬ 
chine Company being located in Belvidere 
through his efforts. He was made director of 
the original company, and has ever held the com¬ 
plete confidence of the people. Mr. Murch has 
also been called upon to give his services to the 
people of his community as township trustee, 
city treasurer and member of the board of su¬ 
pervisors, and has faithfully and efficiently dis¬ 


charged the onerous duties pertaining to each.' 
He has always been open and fair in all his 
dealings, has been active in public affairs and 
has ever striven to establish a high standard of 
citizenship for himself, as well as for others to 
follow. In 1854 Mr. Murch joined the Odd Pel- 
lows at Belvidere, the lodge then having fifty- 
four'members, of whom Mr. Murch is the only 
one now living. 

In 1S57 Mr. Murch married Miss A. L. Ams- 
den, at Belvidere, and they have two children r 
Mrs. J, P. C. Dick, of California, and Mrs. A. W. 
Burton, wife of the Rev. A. IV. Burton, at home. 

MURPHY, John Williamson (deceased), form¬ 
erly one of the most energetic, progressive, and 
successful of the early farmers of Spring Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, Ill., nnd an extensive land¬ 
holder in other parts of the country, was born in 
Dunmanway, County Cork, Ireland, June 15, 
1822. I-Iis boyhood was spent on a farm, where 
he remained until 1847, when, having saved a 
small amount of money, he crossed the ocean, 
landing in Boston. He there worked two years 
for a Mr. Fisher, which enabled him to get a 
recommendation, securing employment in a large 
wholesale; store, where he worked for the next 
five years. During the gold excitement in Aus¬ 
tralia, about the year 1851, he went to that coun¬ 
try, sailing via Cape Horn, nnd was busy for 
three years in the gold fields. After passing 
through many hardships and privations, going 
without food nnd sleeping in a tree, to which he 
had tied himself, he came back to this country 
with considerable gold, returning by way of Lou¬ 
don and his old home in Ireland. Arriving in 
Boston in 1830, he continued on to Chicago, in¬ 
tending to get land. Thence he went to Iowa, 
nnd succeeded in getting government laud war¬ 
rants for ICO acres there and 240 acres in Min¬ 
nesota, securing possession only after great diffi¬ 
culty and persistence in enforcing his claims. 
Hearing .subsequently that Northern Illinois was 
a desirable region for investment, he journeyed 
thither, nnd in Boone County casually met Gar¬ 
rett Winne, of Spring Township, accompanying 
him to his home and hiring out to him for farm 
labor. A few weeks later he bought 210 acres 
in the same township, five miles southeast of 
Belvidere, paying ?27 per acre. Subsequently 
he went to Boston, where, on October 1C, 1850. 
be was married to Margaret Collins, born in ids 
native village in Ireland, but not known to him 
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until he met her before going to Australia. Re¬ 
turning to his Spring Township farm he fol¬ 
lowed farming thereon until 1901, about forty- 
five years. In the meantime he had sold his 
Iowa and Minnesota land. He also owned an¬ 
other farm, of 180 acres, adjoining his home farm 
in Spring Township. All his farms were, im¬ 
proved. He was for a number of years the larg¬ 
est taxpayer in Boone County. The home in 
Belvidere which he bought in 1901 is now oc¬ 
cupied by his daughter, and his home farm is 
also her property. His wife died March 23,1S9S, 
on the old homestead, where she had lived forty- 
two years. For twenty years, his sous John and 
Jerome operated this farm, although both had 
farms of their own. John died in ISO! at the 
age of thirty-four years. Jerome died July 12, 
1901, having always lived on the old homestead. 
Neither was married. Their father died Jan¬ 
uary 20, 1907. His first born son, Bernard C., 
died at the age of thirteen years. The only sur¬ 
viving member of the family is Madeline, who 
married George IV. Meyers, a director in the 
Farmer's State Bank. 

George W. Meyers was born in Spring Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, January 3, 18G3. Ilis pa¬ 
rents, George and Julia (Huber) Meyers, were 
natives of Germany, the former born in Baden 
Baden, and the latter in Heppemngn. Their 
marriage took place in Belvidere. The father 
settled in Boone County in ISoO. He first spent 
a year in Pennsylvania, and then in company 
with his sister nud her husband, John Bleiler, 
drove to Illinois. Later, Mr. Bleiler went to 
Green County, Wis., where he remained. Mr. 
Meyers worked out for a while, but soon after 
his marriage bought twenty acres of land, and 
later acquired the Meyers homestead in Spring 
Township near the present village of Herbert, 
where he cultivated 120 acres until his death, 
May 29, 1007, at the age of seventy-six years. 
His first wife had passed away in 1S92, and, in 
1S93, he had married Anna Mary Meyers, widow 
of Fred Meyers, whose maiden name was Sen¬ 
sor. The main feature of the farming operations 
of George Meyers was horse-breeding, in which 
he was very successful. 

• In politics, George Meyers was a Republican 
and took an active part in local party contests. 
For nine years he held the office of Road Com¬ 
missioner. He was one of the organizers of the 
Zion Evangelical Church in Kingston, DeKalb 
County, Ill., and continued an active member dur¬ 


ing his entire life. His family consisted of six 
sous and two daughters, >as follows: Charles, 
President of the Farmers’ Bank of Belvidere, 
and who resides on his farm in Spring Town¬ 
ship ; John, a farmer in the same township; 
George W., of Belvidere; Daniel, who follows 
farming in Spring Township; Samuel, a farmer 
and horse dealer of Independence, Iowa; Lizzie, 
wife of Malvin Buck, a farmer in Spring Town¬ 
ship; and Mary, who married John Blackledge, 
also a farmer in Spring Township. Mrs. Anna 
Marj- Meyers still makes her home on the old 
farm. George W. Meyers was formerly en¬ 
gaged in farming on his farm in Spring Town¬ 
ship, and took up his residence in Belvidere in 
December, 1907. On December 29, 1892, his mar¬ 
riage to Madeline Murphy took place. They have 
six children, namely: John Boyd, Marguerite, 
Grace, Mary, Mabel and George. 

NEWELL, George, (deceased), for a number of 
years a prosperous merchant at Garden Prairie, 
Ill., and also a successful farmer in Bonus Town¬ 
ship, Boone County. III., as well as a prominent 
member of the community, was born in Tioga 
Couuty, N. T., June 10, 1S3S. His parents were 
George W. and Louisa (Brown) Newell, natives 
of that State and county, who came to McHenry 
County, Ill., in 1S58, settling on a farm in Ma¬ 
rengo Township. In 1867 they left the farm, lo¬ 
cating at Garden Prairie, Ill., where both spent 
the remainder of their lives, the father dying 
at the age of seventy-five years and the mother 
when eighty-six years old. Their family con¬ 
sisted of twelve children. George Newell was 
reared in Tioga Couuty, N. X., and there re¬ 
ceived a common school education. 1-Ie assisted 
his father in operating the home farm until he 
reached the age of seventeen years, and was 
then employed as salesman in a store up to 
.•the time when the family moved to Illinois. In 
1S59 he secured a position ns clerk in a store 
at Belvidere, Ill., owned by George Solvett, and 
afterwards did similar work for John Glassner. 
Later still he was employed by Ira Wilson, con¬ 
tinuing in this connection until 1S61, when he 
went to the Pacific Coast, spending six years in 
California and Nevada, where be was chiefly 
engaged in mining and lumbering. On return¬ 
ing to Illinois he devoted his attention to farm¬ 
ing in the vicinity of Garden Prairie, where he 
remained until 1881. In that year he went into 
the lumber business, which he carried on until 
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April, 1885, when he formed a partnership with 
A. Gates White, in the same line, together with 
general merchandising, which lasted until 1901, 
being then dissolved. Mr. Newell was the owner 
of one hundred and twenty acres of farming land 
in Bonus Township. 

On January 2, 18G8, Mr. Newell was married, 
at Roscoe, Winnebago County, 1 Ill., to Helen M. 
Tripp, born in Bonus Township, Boone County, 
Ill., October 30, 1843, a daughter of Nathan and 
Lydia (Guest) Tripp, old settlers of Bonus 
Township. Nathan and Lydia Tripp were na¬ 
tives of New l’ork State, and settled in Boone 
County, Ill., about the year 1S37, locating in 
Bonus Township, where the remainder of their 
lives was spent Nathan Tripp died December 
17, 1S55, and his wife on May 5, 1S74. I-Ie was 
forty-seven years old, and she sixty-five, at the 
time of their decease. They had nine children 
of whom Mrs. Newell was the sixth. Mr. and 
Mrs. Newell became the parents of four children, 
namely: Emmet W.; Alice L., who is the wife 
of Richard S. Rosekrans; Lloyd W.; and Marcy 
L., who married Rev. Ernest C. Lumsden, at 
present pastor of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church at Cherry Valley. 

Politically Mr. Newell was a Democrat, and 
took quite an active part in township affairs, 
having served three years on the Boone County 
Board of Review. He was an earnest member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to which 
his widow belongs. His death occurred July 
19, 190S. 

O’DONNELL, Patrick H.—Possessed of great 
intellectual force, and profound legal learning, 
Patrick I-I. O’Donnell, State’s Attorney of Boone 
County, has moved from consideration of one 
phase of the law to another, the criminal, civil, 
chancery, admiralty or patent law, that has made 
him such a power in legal circles, and his fame 
ns a public prosecutor so great. Born in Belvi- 
dere, Boone County, Mr. O’Donnell was reared in 
Boone County, and carefully educated by his pa¬ 
rents, Michael and Margaret (Cunningham) 
O’Donnell, both natives of County Donegal, Ire¬ 
land. Michael O’Donnell came to the United 
States in I860, and Margaret Cunningham came 
in the same year, but she remained in New 
York while he came on to Chicago, where they 
met and married in 1S70.' They removed to Bel- 
videre after their marriage, and have resided 
there ever since, the father now being an em¬ 


ploye in the Gossard Corset factory, workin- as 
a machinist. They had seven children. 

Patrick O’Donnell obtained his preparatory 
education in the public and high school of Bel- 
videre, later attending the University of Alichi- 
gan, and being graduated from the law depart¬ 
ment of that institution in the Class of 1S9S. 
After graduation he entered the office of Judge 
Robert W. Wright. At once he began to take an 
active part in politics, and in 1900 was elected 
CitJ’ Attorney of Belvidere, and re-elected to 
that office in 1902. In 1904 he was honored by 
election to the office of State’s Attorney of Boone 
County, which he still holds. Fraternally he is 
a member of the Brotherhood of Protective Or¬ 
der of Elks of Rockford, a member of the 
Knights of Columbus, of the Belvidere Modern 
Woodmen of America and Royal Arcanum. His 
religious affiliations are with the Catholic 
Church. Mr. O’Donnell has established a rec¬ 
ord which is recognized and admired by almost 
e\ery lawyer in Illinois. His administration of 
office has distinguished him as a man of more 
than ordinary ability and attracted the attention 
of legal circles everywhere. As a prosecutor he 
has been relentless and fearless, but at all times 
just, and no one can say of him that he was 
ever influenced by prejudice, nor can anyone 
point to a single instance where personal favor 
has been shown. For some years Mr. O’Donnell 
has been recognized as one of the Republican 
leaders in this part of the State. 

OLSEN, Henry P., a prosperous dairy farmer, 
of Boone Township, Boone County, Ill., and one 
of the most reliable and useful members of the 
community, was born in LaSalle County, Ill., 
February 5, 1S55, his parents being Hele and 
Ellen (Sollar) Olsen, natives of Norway. The 
former came to the United States in 1S37. and 
the latter in 1838, both being then single, and 
their marriage took place in LaSalle County. In 
1807 they moved to DeKalb County, Ill., and 
thence, early in the ’SOs, to Davidson County, S. 
Dak., where the father acquired a homestead on 
which he and his wife passed the remainder of 
their lives. 

Henry P. Olsen was twelve years old when 
the family moved to DeKalb Count}', and on 
reaching his majority located in Boone County, 
where, on January 15, 1S7S, he was married to 
Lena Hansen. Her parents, who were natives 
of Norway, settled in Boone County in 1S43. tak- 
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ing up a tract of government land where they 
lived for some years, and where Lena was born 
in 1854. Finally, her father and mother moved 
to Capron, Ill., where both died—he being past 
seventy years old and she at the age of ninety- 
four. Mrs. Olsen Is the only one of the four 
children bom to her parents now living in Boone 
County, and the Hansen homestead is still her 
place of residence. It consists of one hundred 
acres, on which the present improvements were 
made by Mr. Olsen, the house having been built 
in 1889, and the barn in 1901. Mr. Olsen was 
one of the organizers, and successively a director, 
vice-president and president, of the Capron Co- 
Operative Creamery, which was started to se¬ 
cure a better market for the dairy product of 
the vicinity, and was operated successfully for 
several years. Mr. Olsen formerly rented land 
in addition to the homestead, and kept thirty 
cows. Dairying is still the principal feature of 
his farming, and the number of cows milked by 
him is about twenty. On the farm he keeps an 
imported Percheron stallion. Mr. and Mrs. Ol¬ 
sen are the parents of four children, namely: 
George Harvey, manager of the Capron Horae 
Telephone Company; Arthur II., who is in the 
hardware and furniture business, at Mt. Ver¬ 
non, S. Dak., and Lavina and Oscar Hurlburt, 
who are at home. 

In politics Mr. Olsen is a Republican, and has 
served two terms as highway commissioner. 

PARKER, Edward, (deceased), Manchester 
Township, Boone County, Ill. This once well 
known citizen of Northern Illinois was the 
father of Edward Parker, a prominent farmer of 
the township just mentioned. The name and 
family of Parker have been conspicuous in Eng¬ 
land for many generations. There for centuries 
Parkers have held high place, both as civilians 
and military men. Men of the name of Parker 
became prominent in America during colonial 
days and in every generation to the present 
many men of that name have stood high in the 
esteem of their fellow citizens, the name having 
been borne by jurists, legislators, generals, cler¬ 
gymen and others who were leaders in different 
departments of human endeavor. 

The late Edward Parker was born near Goffs- 
town, N. H., May 20, 1823. He was reared in 
that State and remained there until about 1846, 
when about twenty-three years old. Then com¬ 
ing to Boone County, Ill., he acquired one hun¬ 


dred and sixty acres of government land in Sec¬ 
tion 35, in Manchester Township. He cleared 
this land and put it under cultivation, making 
upon it all improvements essential to good farm¬ 
ing, and lived upon it until the end of his days 
except for about two years in the early ’50s, 
spent in mining in California. A most enter¬ 
prising man, the stories of wealth in that then 
far away land, seemingly only awaiting the com¬ 
ing of the taker, appealed strongly to him; but 
experience taught him, as it has taught others, 
that, in the long run, mining for crops on the rich 
prairies of Illinois was more profitable than gold¬ 
seeking on the Pacific Coast. Giving his atten¬ 
tion to farming and dairying, be prospered even 
beyond his expectations. 

Mr. Parker married in Boone County, Febru¬ 
ary 3, 1849, Miss Elizabeth Stockwell, who was 
born near Brantford, Canada, May 21, 1832, a 
daughter of Isaac and Christina Stockwell, na¬ 
tives of the State of New York, who were domi¬ 
ciled for a time beyond the Canadian border. 
Mr. Stockwell brought his family from Canada 
to Boone County, Ill., in 1S45, and there lived 
out the years that bad been allotted to him. Im¬ 
mediately after his marriage, Mr. Parker settled 
with his bride on his farm in Manchester Town¬ 
ship, already referred to. He died September 
17, 1899, at the home of his son, Byron L. Par¬ 
ker, in Buena Vista County, la. His widow still 
survives. They had ten children, seven of whom 
attained to manhood and womanhood: Byron 
L.; Ellen, who married John Vickers and died 
in Caledonia Township, January 29, 1870, aged 
twenty-one years; Maria, who is the wife of 
S. J. Burlingame; Charles II.; George H.; Com¬ 
modore P., and Edward. 

Edward Parker, son of the Edward Parker, 
Sr., a brief account of whose life is given above, 
was born March 7, 1S73, on the old Parker 
homestead, where he still lives, was educated in 
the common schools and reared to an intimate 
knowledge of farm work of all kinds, and of the 
fundamental principles of practical agriculture 
as it is exemplified in the Middle West. After 
the death of his father he and his mother re¬ 
moved to Belvidere, Ill., where they lived until 
the spring of 1908, when they returned to the 
Parker farm in Manchester Township. Mr. Par¬ 
ker is an unassuming citizen who eschews pub¬ 
lic life and gives his attention entirely to his 
business, but has in many ways manifested a 
public spirit which has made him well known 
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throughout his township, to the advancement and 
improvement of which he is much devoted. 

PATTON, David, secretary of the National 
Sewing Machine Company, Belvidere, Ill., and a 
man of high order of business ability, was born 
in Glaslough, near Belfast, Ireland, February 8, 
1861, and in childhood came to this country with 
his parents, who located in Chicago in 1868, 
where he received his education in the public 
schools. In 1876 he was employed by Barnabas 
'Eldredge in the sewing machine line, and in 1890, 
on the death of Frank T. June, president of the 
National Sewing Machine Company, whom Mr. 
Eldredge succeeded, Mr. Patton became secretary 
of that corporation. He is one of the enterpris¬ 
ing members of the company, the details of all 
the office work of this great concern devolving 
upon him. The arduous duties of this important 
position have been discharged by him in such a 
manner as to give him an enviable reputation in 
industrial circles. 

Politically, Mr. Patton is a supporter of the 
Republican party, and fraternally is affiliated 
with the A. F. & A. M., and the Royal Arcanum. 

PEARSALL, Samuel M., (deceased), Poplar 
Grove, Boone County, Ill. The sturdy and ad¬ 
mirable character which always succeeds in life, 
was simply evidenced in the useful and blame¬ 
less career of the subject of this sketch. Sam¬ 
uel M. Pearsall was born in Greene, Chenango 
County, N. X., December 24, 1832, and died 
December 9, 1893, in his sixty-first year. His 
parents were John and Clarinda (Walker) 
Pearsall, who bad six children. In 1839, John 
Pearsall removed from New York to Illinois, 
buying land in Belvidere Township, where he' 
developed a farm on which, he lived out his 
days, dying in March, 1865. His wife was one 
of seventeen children of Samuel Walker. It 
is worthy of note that every member of this 
large family lived to become a father or mother. 
Samuel M. Pearsall had one brother, Albert L. 
Pearsall, and two sisters, Martha and Mary. 

Samuel M. Pearsall attended school in a log 
school house and, in other ways, experienced 
the hardships and discomforts of pioneer life. 
When he was seventeen years old he drove an 
ox-team to Iowa, where he operated a threshing 
machine in the threshing season of that year. 
Then acquiring a practical knowledge of the 
carpenter trade, he was employed in Indepen¬ 


dence, Iowa, seven years, and in Boone County, 
Ill., two years. On September 26, 1859, he mar¬ 
ried Anna Candy, who was bom at Brantford 
Ontario, Canada, June 27, 1838, a daughter of 
William V. and Elizabeth (Clark) Candy. Her 
parents were married at Albany, N. Y„ Janu¬ 
ary 28, 1S36, and removed immediately there¬ 
after to Canada, where Mr. Candy died about 
two years later. His widow married Robert Dy- 
mond and died April 2, 1898, Mr. Dymond sur¬ 
viving her until October 8, 1902. Mrs. Dymond 
was a daughter of Charles Clark, who came 
from England to America in 1835 and after ten 
years in Canada, where he acquired a farm and 
a saw mill, which he operated, he removed to 
Boone County', Ill., where he passed the re¬ 
mainder of his life. His wife was Elizabeth 

After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Pearsall 
settled on land adjacent to the village of Poplar 
Grove, where be developed a farm on which he 
prospered until his death. His widow now Jives 
in Poplar Grove. They had three children: 
Eva is Mrs. W. E. Gorman; James A. died at 
the age of nineteen, May 6, 18S3, and Charles 
is a bookkeeper in the office of the Pinkerton 
Detective Agency in Chicago. His only son, 
George E. Pearsall, was bora December 1, 1906. 

PIERCE, Rev. George R., a retired Presbyterian 
minister of Belvidere, Ill., greatly respected 
throughout the community, was born at Homer, 
Cortland County, N. Y., January' 1G, 1836. His 
father, Justin M. Pierce, was .for many years a 
Justice of the Peace, and a man whose education 
and old-fashioned gentility reflected much credit 
upon that official position. Rev. George R. 
Pierce was reared in accordance with the creed 
of the Presbyterian Church, but afterwards lived 
several years with a family of Baptists, expe¬ 
riencing religion during this period and uniting 
with the Baptist denomination, although never 
wholly free from the influence of his early- 
Presbyterian training. 

Dr. Pierce received his literary education in 
Madison (now Colgate) University, at Hamil¬ 
ton, N. Y., graduating in the class of 1859, when 
he entered the Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Hamilton, from which he graduated in 1S61. The 
autumn of that year he entered the Theological 
Seminary- at Princeton, N. J. He was ordained 
to the ministry in Mexico, N. Y., and from there 
was called successively to Fulton and to Oneida. 
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In 1879 lie was called to the First Baptist Church 
of Evanston. While in Evanston, deciding to re¬ 
turn to the church of his upbringing, Dr. Pierce 
resigned his charge at the close of the year 1883, 
joined the Chicago Presbytery in February, and 
immediately thereafter was called to the pulpit 
of the Central Presbyterian Church of Terre 
Haute, Ind. Called to the First Presbyterian 
Church of Belvidere, Ill., in Slay, 1894, he min¬ 
istered to that people till the autumn of 1902. 
For forty years Dr. Pierce has preached the Gos¬ 
pel and labored with zeal and energy. He has 
been a faithful and influential exponent of Chris¬ 
tian doctrine, which he has also illustrated in his 
pure, upright, and exemplary life. The degree 
of D. D. was conferred upon him by his Alma 
Slater after his removal to the West. In 1870, 
while a pastor at Oneida, N. Y\, Dr. Pierce was 
made a Mason, and is now a Royal Arch Mason. 

On October 29, 1869, at Fulton, Oswego Coun¬ 
ty, N. Y., Dr. Pierce was married to Sliss Eliz¬ 
abeth Cummings, a native of New York, and 
daughter of De Witt Clinton and Harriet (Per¬ 
kins) Cummings, natives of New York and of dis¬ 
tinguished Rhode Island ancestry. Sirs. Pierce’s 
grandfather, Levi Cummings, was given two 
grants of land in Illinois for meritorious service 
in the War of 1812. Her great-grandfather, 
James Cummings, received a grant of land in 
New York for service to that State during the 
Revolution. Under her maiden name, “Eliza¬ 
beth Cummings,” Sirs. Pierce has been a contrib¬ 
utor to the “Outlook,” “Independent,” “Harper’s 
Weekly,” “Advance,” “Interior” and “St. Nich¬ 
olas.” Special articles of hers have been pub¬ 
lished by the leading magazines. “A Happy Dis¬ 
cipline,” published by the Congregational Pub¬ 
lishing Company, and "Sliss Sfatilda Archarn- 
beau Van Dorn,” published by Lothrop and Com¬ 
pany, are her books. She is also an artist of rare 
ability in both oil and water colors. 

PORTER, Thomas, W.—More and more is the 
farmer becoming a business man of no mean 
ability who conducts ids' farm as a commercial 
undertaking from which he procures a regular 
revenue, not simply to get his living from it. 
The farmers of Illinois are particularly progres¬ 
sive in this respect, and among them may be 
mentioned Thomas W. Porter, of Bonus Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, who was born on the farm 
where he now resides, April 10, 1SG8, and is a 
sou of Henry and Anna (Roper) Porter, old 


settlers of the Township, who retired from the 
farm in January, 1S93, and now make their 
home in Belvidere. They had children as fol¬ 
lows: Frank, who died in Bonus Township 
when about twenty-nine years old; Spencer who 
died in childhood; Fred; Thomas W., and Les¬ 
lie J. 

Thomas W. Porter was reared upon the fine 
263-acre farm he now owns, and has spent his 
life farming and stock-feeding. His farm is 
well cultivated, his buildings in excellent con¬ 
dition and he takes a pride in keeping every¬ 
thing thoroughly up-to-date. In politics he is 
a Republican, has been Township Assessor and 
now is President of the School Board. Ever 
since coming to man’s estate he has taken a 
deep interest in township affairs, and is rightly 
regarded as a representative man. Fraternally 
he is a member of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows. On December 16,1891, he was mar¬ 
ried to Mary E. Edgecomb, born in Belvidere, 
March 27, 1S68, a daughter of De Witt and 
Irene (Hedges) Edgecomb. Mr. and Mrs. Port¬ 
er are the parents of children as follows: Har¬ 
ry G., Gladys E., Spencer and Gertrude I. Mr. 
Porter has a very pleasant home, which is the 
abode of complete domestic felicity as well as 
of a genuine hospitality. 

POWELL, Samuel E., Postmaster of Herbert, 
Boone County, Ill., and a man who has occupied* 
that office since December 22, 1898, Is one of the 
leading merchants of the place and a man of 
sterling traits of character. Mr. Powell was 
born in Belvidere August 2, 1858, a son of Sam¬ 
uel and Nancy (Caswell) Powell, natives of 
England and Pennsylvania, respectively. They 
came to Boone County at an early date and be¬ 
came pioneers of this region. Settling in Belvi¬ 
dere, Mr. Powell opened a grocery business there 
which was successfully carried on for a number 
of years. There the father died, about forty-five 
years of age. The mother survives, having at¬ 
tained to an advanced age. They had four chil¬ 
dren, three sons and one daughter, Samuel E. 
Powell being the youngest of the family. 

Until he was about'twenty-two Mr. Powell re¬ 
mained at home, and received an excellent edu¬ 
cation in the schools of his native city. At that 
age he began to learn the blacksmith’s trade 
with Woodruff and Danson, and followed it In 
Belvidere until he went to Chicago and was em¬ 
ployed in the Deering Harvester Works, remain- 
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iDg there for ten years. He then returned to 
Boone County and resumed his trade, thus con¬ 
tinuing for some years, when he embarked In a 
general mercantile business. Mr. Powell car¬ 
ries a full line of general merchandise and en¬ 
joys a good trade as his stock is always fresh 
and up-to-date and his methods strictly honor¬ 
able. 

Mr. Powell was married in Belvidere, III., to 
Hattie A. Carroll. Mrs. Powell is a native of 
Boone County and a daughter of Lyman Cornell, 
an old settler of the county. Mr. and Mrs. 
Powell ar^ the parents of three sons: H. Guy, 
Earl L. and Harry E. 

PRATT, Frederick K.—The business life of the 
farmer of today has become so complex that he 
lives in a broader way than if he were one of the 
many atoms of a great city, and certainly is 
much more independent. Boone County has 
within its confines many men of this class, 
among whom is Frederick K. Pratt, of Spring 
Township, who was born in Cheshire County, 
N. H., May 25, 1843, a son of Moses K. and Lou¬ 
isa (Daggett) Pratt, both natives of New 
Hampshire, who came to Boone County in 1855, 
locating in Spring Township on the farm now 
owned by Frederick K. Pratt, on Section 7. Here 
they both died, Mr. Pratt in 18S4, aged seventy- 
one, and his wife in 1889, aged eighty-seven. 
Frederick K. was their only child and was twelve 
years of age when he came with his parents to 
Boone County, where he has since resided and 
borne his part in the upbuilding of the town¬ 
ship’s prosperity. He owns the homestead, a 
fine property of 160 acres, all under cultivation 
and amply provided with good buildings and im¬ 
proved machinery. 

Mr. Pratt was married in Bonus Township, 
January 20, 1875, to Miss Marion Turnure, who 
was bom in Bonus Township, February 17, 1855, 
a daughter of Uriah and Laura (Cline) Turnure, 
natives of Allegany and Washington Counties, 
N. Y., respectively. Prior to their marriage they 
came to Boone County, Ill., in 1844 and 1840, re¬ 
spectively, and were married in Belvidere Town¬ 
ship in 1850. In 1889 they removed to Iowa, and 
the father died in Cerro Gordo County, that State, 
in 1899, when seventy-six. His widow survives. 
They had ten children, of whom Mrs. Pratt was 
third. She was reared in Bonus, and there lived 
until her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Pratt have 
two sons—Frank H. and Ralph T. Mrs. Pratt 


is a member of the Baptist Church, to which Mr. 
Pratt is a liberal contributor. 

PULS, Alfred.—One of the most energetic, 
thorough and prosperous farmers in the vicinity 
of Belvidere, Ill, is Alfred Puls,' who devotes 
his attention mainly to dairy work, although also 
engaged in breeding a good grade of horses and 
hogs. He was born at Kingston, DeKalb County, 
Ill, January 24, 1865. His parents, William 
and Hannah (Stonemieler) Puls, were natives 
of Germany, the father’s birth occurring In Meck.- 
lenberg, and that of the mother in Pomerania. 
On coming separately to the United States both 
went to Wisconsin, where, in course of time, 
their marriage took place. Thence in 1862 they 
moved to Kingston, Ill, which was their home 
for twenty years. In 18S3 they located in the 
vicinity of Belvidere, Ill, buying the farm now 
occupied by their son Alfred, three miles west 
of the city. William Puls lived on this farm 
five years, in the meantime purchasing a farm 
adjoining, to which he afterwards moved, and 
on which he continued, six years. At the end of 
this period he took up his residence in Belvidere, 
where he died June 19, 1897, at the age of fifty- 
seven years, and where his widow is still living. 
The first property bought by William Puls in the 
neighborhood was the “Frank Rate” special 
dairy farm, containing one hundred and flfty- 
, two acres, and extending across the Kishwaukee 
River, and the second was sixty acres, known 
as the “Sylvester Tripp farm.” Coming to Illi¬ 
nois empty handed, he acquired property in De- 
Kalb Count}’, amounting in value to $13,000 
and, at the time of his death, was worth $25,- 
000. He was a Republican in politics, and served 
the public as school director. His religious con¬ 
nection was with the Zion Evangelical Associa¬ 
tion. He and his wife had four children, 
namely: Alfred; Anna, who married Charles 
Huber, a farmer of Belvidere Township; Henry, 
of Belvidere; and Ida (Mrs. Chauncey Starr). 

Alfred Puls worked with his father until he 
was twenty-three years- old, and then until the 
death of the latter, -rented both farms before 
mentioned. On the settlement of the paternal 
estate the one hundrd and fifty-two acre farm 
(since conducted by him) became his share. Sub¬ 
sequently he acquired the sixty acre property, 
but sold it. The improvements on his place are 
of the best kind. He milks about thirty cows, 
and breeds horses, hogs, etc. 
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On March 1, 1888, Mr. Puls was married to 
Louise Koeneke, a daughter of Philip and So¬ 
phia (Stass) Koeneke, natives of Germany, the 
father born in Hessen and the mother in Lippe- 
Detmold. The marriage of the parents took 
place in Freeport, Ill., and in 1868 they settled 
in Bonus Township, Boone County, where Louise 
Koeneke was born September 2, 1879. She has 
a sister, Carrie M. (Mrs. George Hicks), also 
born in Boone County. When Mrs. Puls was 
seven years old, her parents moved to DeKalb 
County, and there her father died in Kingston. 
Three children resulted from the union of Mr. 
and Mrs. Puls, namely: Willard Garfield, who 
has -received a, business education; Wilda Min¬ 
nie, and. Stanley Leltoy. 

Politically, Mr. Puls is a Republican, and has 
served as school director. He and his wife were 
reared in the faith of the Evangelical Associa¬ 
tion, but are members of the Methodist Episco¬ 
pal Church. 

RALSTON, George P., farmer, Caledonia Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, Ill. In ail that part of 
Boone County settled by Scotchmen aud peopled 
very largely by their descendants, there is not a 
man better or more favorably known than the 
subject of this brief notice. Mr. Ralston has 
witnessed the development of his township and 
county during the last half century. This de¬ 
velopment has been effected by the simultaneous 
and the continuous efforts of citizens to better 
their own condition. No man who does his best 
honestly and fairly to such an end can be ac¬ 
cused of selfishness, and, collectively, men who 
do so may well be called patriotic. In every 
enlightened and progressive community the 
words, “the Interest of one is the interest of 
all,” has become axiomatic. While taking a 
lively and helpful interest in the general pros¬ 
perity, Mr. Ralston has for many years been 
very busy in developing a good farm and mak¬ 
ing it pay. 

John Ralston, father of George P., married 
Elizabeth Picken, in Boone County, though they 
were both natives of Argyleshire, Scotland. They 
lived out their days and died in Caledonia Town¬ 
ship—he when about fifty-nine years old and 
she when about sixty-six. Of their eleven chil- 
ddren the eight here mentioned grew to manhood 
and womanhood: Jane, George P., Peter A,. 
•Martha, Nettie E., Lizzie M., Charles W. and 
Maggie. Martha is the wife of James McMil- 


len; Nettie E. married John R. McEachran; 
Lizzie M. is Mrs. Samuel Scudder, and Maggie 
married John Graham. 

George P. Ralston was born in Caledonia 
Township, March 6, 1856, and has lived there 
continuously to the present time, devoted heart 
and soul since boyhood to farming. He is the 
owner of one hundred and sixty acres of well 
improved and highly productive land, with fine 
buildings, the most modern machinery and all 
accessories necessary to its successful cultiva¬ 
tion. He has held several township offices, 
among them that of highway commissioner, and 
has many times declined nomination. He and 
Sirs. Ralston are consistent and helpful mem¬ 
bers of the Presbyterian Church, to all the in¬ 
terests of which they are earnestly devoted, 

Sir. Ralston man-led Slareh 15, 1S83, Miss 
Jane Ralston in Caledonia Township, where she 
was born. June 17, 1858, a daughter of Robert 
and Elizabeth (Andrew) Ralston, natives of 
Argyleshire, Scotland. Robert and Elizabeth 
Ralston, who were married in Caledonia Town¬ 
ship and have lived there ever since, became the 
parents of six children, named as follows: Jane, 
Slary, Lizzie, Nettie, John A. married Agie Sel¬ 
lars, and Slaggie B. Lizzie married George 
Brown; Nettie is the wife of Robert Greenlee; 
Slaggie B. is Sirs. James C. Greenlee. Sir. and 
Sirs. George P. Ralston have children named 
Elizabeth O., John A. and Robert E. Ralston. 

RALSTON, Matthew, farmer and stockman, 
Belvidere Township. Boone County, Ill. All 
that is usually said of the value of the “Canny 
Scot” as a citizen, applies most unmistakably to 
Slatthew Ralston, who is a self-made man in 
the best sense of that much used term. In him 
are combined the thrift, industry, enterprise, pa¬ 
triotism, solicitude for public education, and 
love of law which make the Scotchman a power 
in the community wherever he may cast his lot. 
Born in Argyleshire, Scotland, January 9, 1843, 
a son of John and Catherine (Brown) Ralston, 
natives of Rintyre, Scotland, where they died, 
having had eight children. Mr. Ralston came 
to the United States in 1868, when he was 
twenty-five years old, and made his way di¬ 
rectly to Rockford, where some of his uncles 
and cousins had already located. He had learned 
to farm in Scotland, in the Scotch way, and he 
had now to learn to farm in America in the 
American way, but he was not slow in the ac- 
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quistion of knowledge. He rented a farm in 
Harlan, Winnebago County, as a beginning, and 
cultivated rented land until 1881, when he bought 
his present farm on Section IS, Belvidere Town¬ 
ship, five miles northwest of Belvidere, in- the 
historic “Mile Strip,” which was long contended 
for by Boone and Winnebago Counties. This farm 
of one hundred and sixteen acres, owned at that 
time-by the DuBois brothers, cost him $40 an 
acre. He set about improving it in every way 
possible, studied it thoroughly and lost no op¬ 
portunity to add to its productiveness, and, san¬ 
guine of success as he was when he took it in 
hand, the results of his enterprise have far ex¬ 
ceeded his expectations. In addition to general 
farming, he keeps several cows and every year 
breeds a considerable number of hogs. He 
erected his present residence in 1893. 

Mr. Ralston was married in Scotland to Miss 
Jeanette Lightbody, who has borne him seven 
children, namely: John W., who is farming in 
Caledonia Township; Matthew L.. in Winne¬ 
bago County; Kate, Thomas and Jane, members 
of their parents’ household; Ellen, who died 
aged eighteen years, and Maggie, who is aged 
thirteen years. Politically, Mr. Ralston is a 
Democrat, but beyond taking an intelligent inter¬ 
est in public affairs and casting his vote ac¬ 
cording to the approval of his conscience, he has 
no political aspirations. He is a believer, how¬ 
ever, in good local government and bis influ¬ 
ence for the upbuilding of his township has al¬ 
ways been strong. He was reared in the Pres¬ 
byterian faith and is a member of the Willow 
Creek Church in Argyle Township, Winnebago 
County. 

RAMSAY, Wallace G., a farmer of Caledonia 
Township, Boone County, lias achieved success 
and honor in his community by the exercise of 
those sterling traits of character, industry, hon¬ 
esty and patriotism, which are at the founda¬ 
tion of the best of human nature. The Scotch 
blood which he inherited has undoubtedly been 
a factor in his favor. His parents were James 
and Hannah (Richardson) Ramsay. James 
Ramsay, a native of Hamilton, Scotland, left 
home at the age of fifteen years and became a 
drummer in the British army. About 1S12 he 
came to Canada, and later from there to the 
United States. He married in Ohio and removed 
from his home in that State to La Porte, Ind., 
making the journey with an ox-team.. In IS3S. 


after having lived two years in Indiana, he 
moved to Boone County, Ill., bringing his family 
and household goods by ox-team and wagon. 
He settled in Manchester Township on a squat¬ 
ter’s claim, which he eventually sold in order to 
buy one hundred and twenty acres of land in 
the northern part of Caledonia Township. 
There he died about 1858, aged, perhaps, about 
sixty-five years, his widow surviving until 1SS9, 
when she died aged nearly ninety. Of their ten 
children—six sons, and four daughters—the five 
here mentioned are living: Thomas, a retired 
farmer, in Belvidere; Cynthia Ann. the wife of 
George Hinton, residing at New Lisbon, Wis.; 
William, living in retirement at Belvidere; 
Wallace G., and Allen, Mrs. T. J. Hinton, who 
resides in Rockford, although she has a home at 
New Lisbon, Wis. 

Wallace G. Ramsay was born on his father's 
farm in Caledonia Township, February 2, 1842, 
and received a common school education, gain¬ 
ing, in the meanwhile, a thorough knowledge of 
farming. With the exception of the time he 
spent in flip army, he has farmed all his life. 
Enlisting December 7, 1S01, he entered Com¬ 
pany A, Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, and was in 
continuous service until May 20, 1SGC. He was 
sent to Chicago, then to Springfield and guarded 
tlie prisoners of Fort Donelson. From there he 
was sent to Martinsburg, where he joined the 
Army of the Potomac, scouted in the Shenandoah 
Valley for a few months, when, on September 
7. 1SC2, lie first experienced the horrors of bat¬ 
tle at Dartsville, near Winchester, Va. They 
next went to Harper’s Ferry, where the cavalry 
cut their way through the night before the sur¬ 
render. They went on to Greencastle, Pa., and 
captured General Longstreet’s wagon train of 
eighty wagons. In April, 1SG3, his reghnent 
went on what was known as the Stoneman raid. 
They pursued the enemy, cutting off communica¬ 
tion, and on to Yorktown, returning in time for 
the battle of Gettysburg, his brigade opening 
that famous battle. In November, 1863. he came 
home to Illinois, and re-enlisted, and recruited 
in a veteran regiment. In the spring of 18G4 
they were sent to New Orleans, then up the 
Red River with General Banks, and participat¬ 
ed in his famous campaigns. They then saw 
service through Louisiana, Missouri, Tennessee 
and Arkansas. In August, 1S03, they again 
went up the Red River with General Custer, 
marched across to Houston, Texas, as the say- 













HISTORY OF BOONE COUNTY 


905 


g went—“To really shake their fists at France 
:ross the border of Mexico”—and remained 
e until May 29, 1866, when Mr. Ramsay was 

t astered out and came home once more, June 
s. ; 1866, receiving an honorable discharge at 
..Jtagfleld, Ill. 

llWllliam and Nathaniel Ramsay were also 
Wdlers, both as members of the First Regiment 
"" anesota Volunteer Infantry. Nathaniel’s 
ns only of a few months’ duration, 
iliam’s covered a period of three years. 
William participated with the Army of the 
[■Potomac in many of its hard-fought battles, and 
s one of only seven members of his com- 
r who escaped death, injury or capture at 
^Gettysburg; Wallace was promoted to Com- 
j Sergeant and held that office until tbi 

S )se of the war. Nathaniel died in Manchester 
iwnship. 

After his return from the war, Mr. Ramsay 
Ebought eighty acres of land which, with forty 
lucres bought later, constitute his present farm, 
v The place was heavily timbered and he was 
obliged to clear it before he could put it under 
cultivation. He has erected upon it good build¬ 
ings and has improved it in every way until it 
fssj.,. I® a very valuable property. lie is a man of 

§ ' V much public spirit, and as a Republican, takes 
!> an intelligent interest in all questions touching 
our general welfare. He is a member of Cor¬ 
nell Post, G. A. R., of Capron, III., and he and 
Mrs. Ramsay are Identified with the Methodist 
■ Episcopal Church. Although prominent in party 
councils, he has never aspired to office. 

On October 17, 1870, Mr. Ramsay married in 
Caledonia Township, Miss Henrietta Peters, 
k° rn lr y Belvidere on December 25, 1852. Her 
3k‘, Parents, Henry and Elizabeth (Blatchford) 
M', Pe ters, natives of Somersetshire and Hampshire, 
Hg.England, were comparatively early settlers of 
Tp-Boone County. Henry Peters owned the hotel 
|||" In Belvidere now known as the Julian Hotel, and 
there Mrs. Peters died In 1856, while still a 
, y ° Ung woaaan . Mr. Peters has made his home 
with his sons ever since. She bore her husband 
children as follows: Mary Ann, Henry, Hen- 
and Thomas, all living. Mary Ann is the 
wife of William Gilkerson, who resides at Tope¬ 
ka, Kans., and they have three children living. 
Heniy and Thomas are in business at Prescott, 
Aria. The extended sketch of the Blatchford 
' fam,,y can be ^und in connection with the 
record of Francis Blatchford, the father of 


Elizabeth (Blatchford) Peters, and also in the 
sketch of Stephen D. Blatchford, both of whom 
are mentioned elsewhere in this volume. 

Wallace G. and Henrietta (Peters) Ramsay 
became the parents of seven children: Blanche 
Ellen, born December 9, 1872; Mary Olive, born 
July 19, 1874; Ida Matilda, bom October 16, 
1876; Earl Thomas, born March 4, 1878, died 
in September, 18S4; Jessie, born April 1, 1883; 
Glenn Henry, born September 26, 1S89, and 
Charlotte, bora January 19, 1892. Blanche El¬ 
len was married at home September 9, 1896, to 
William Klaas of Belvidere, Ill., where they 
now reside. They have two children—Vera 
Lucille and William Wallace. Olive and Ida 
were married at home on the same date, Jan¬ 
uary 24, 1900, Olive to Francis Michael, and 
they reside on a farm one mile north of her 
father’s. They have one child—Marie Henriet¬ 
ta. Ida married A. J. McKay, and they reside 
two miles north of Harvard, Ill., and have three 
children: Raymond James, Irwin Burdette 
and Myrtle Irene. Jessie married, on Novem¬ 
ber 21, 1904, Edward Farmer, and they reside 
at Blaine, Ill., and have one child, Henrietta 
Charlotte. 

RAY, George, merchant and ex-postmaster of 
Poplar Grove and Boone County, Ill., a promi¬ 
nent citizen of Boone County, is one of the 
few active business men of Boone County still 
surviving who saw service in the Civil War. The 
ranks of the veterans are being rapidly depleted 
by death. Most of those who remain went into 
the struggle when comparatively young, and 
most of them near its end. With feelings of pe¬ 
culiar sadness which can be understood by none 
but veterans, they note the smallness of the 
Grand Army parades of today, as compared ujlth 
their size two decades, and even one decade, 
ago. Those who remain are cherished by their 
patriotic fellow citizens, who cannot forget the 
national obligation to them. The time Is fast 
approaching when one will not need to have been 
an officer of high rank or to have had unusual 
military experiences, In order to be regarded 
with deep interest by men who know what our 
Civil War was and what It stands for in history. 

George Ray was born at Fall River, Mass., 
September 15, 1845. His parents were named 
Cruickshank, and being orphaned in infancy, was 
adopted into the family of his uncle and aunt, 
John and Agnes (Marshall) Ray, whose surname 
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he inherited. Of Scotch descent, he inherited 
many of the characteristics of that race of ad¬ 
mirable men and women. In 1S49 he was brought 
to Boone County to a farm about a mile east of 
Poplar Grove. He was practically a member of 
his uncle’s household until he attained his ma¬ 
jority, but before that, in the spring of 1864, he 
enlisted in Company C, One Hundred and Forty- 
second Regiment, Illinois Volunteer Infantry, 
with which he served until the following Octo¬ 
ber, participating in operations against General 
Sterling Price, C. S. A., in the latter’s raid 
through Missouri. Returning to Boone County, 
he bought a farm near his old home and oper¬ 
ated it until 1879, when he removed to Poplar 
Grove and opened a general store, which be has 
conducted continuously for nearly thirty years. 
His present store building—a double store, forty 
by fifty feet in area—erected in 1886, has on 
its second floor the only hall in Poplar Grove. 
Mr. Ray carries a large and comprehensive stock, 
understands merchandising thoroughly, and from 
the first has done an increasing business, the 
volume of which is now very satisfactory. For 
some years he dealt in lumber and coal, having 
yards and tracks extensive for a town like Pop¬ 
lar Grove, but for some time past has devoted 
himself exclusively to the management of his 
store. He is also the owner of a fine tract of 
land. 

Mr. Ray is an earnest Republican, but with 
no political ambition to gratify. For seven or 
eight years, a portion of the time through a Dem¬ 
ocratic administration, he was Poplar Grove’s 
efficient and popular postmaster. A member of 
Cornell Post No. 314, Grand Army of the Re¬ 
public, he has several times been a delegate to 
the department encampment of that order. He 
is an Odd Fellow and a Modern Woodman of 
America. In November, 1866, he married Miss 
Mary S. Ball, a native of Massachusetts, who 
was brought to Boone County in her infancy by 
her father, Edward Ball. Mr. and Mrs. Ray 
have three children: their elder son, Edgar J., 
is manager for a lumber company at Bookings, 
S. Dak.; their second son, Oliver E., sometimes 
says that he grew up in his father’s store, in 
which he has always been a very useful helper 
and in which he has been a partner since he be¬ 
came of age; their daughter, Agnes, died aged 
seventeen years. 

REED, Franklin P., an intelligent, substantial 


and thoroughly reliable farmer, of Spring Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, Ill., was born in the same 
township, November 9, 1852, a son of the late 
Hon. George Reed, whose biography appears on 
another page in this volume. Franklin P. Reed 
was reared on the old homestead, and his edu¬ 
cation was obtained in the district schools of 
the neighborhood. Since reaching mature years 
he has always followed farming in Spring 
Township, his labors being attended by profit¬ 
able results. He has taken a considerable in¬ 
terest In the public affairs of the county. 

Politically he is a firm supporter of the Re¬ 
publican party. 

REED, Hon. George (deceased), formerly one 
of the most extensive farmers and prominent 
citizens of Boone County, 111., who died in his 
home July 3. 1906, was horn in Westfield, Mass., 
May 26, 1824, a son of Samuel F. and Patience 
(Silby) Reed, natives of Mansfield, Conn., of 
whom the former died in Massachusetts at the 
age of seventy-seven years, and the latter, whose 
birth-place was Willington, Conn., passed away 
at the home of her son, George, when eighty- 
eight years old, Three sons and six daughters 
were the offspring of their union. George Reed 
remained at home until he was twenty-one years 
old, and then wont to Hinsdale, Mass., where he 
worked by the month until 1S47, journeying then 
to Boone County, Ill., where his brother Charles 
lived. After a short visit he went to the northern 
part of Winnebago County, where he remained 
two years, working by the month or by the day. 
In 1849 he returned to Boone County, having 
purchased one hundred and twenty acres of 
government land in Spring Township. To this 
he afterwards added at intervals until his ac¬ 
quisitions comprised five hundred and twenty- 
five acres. He owned and operated a creamery 
plant near the center of the township, handling 
a large product, and also managed the Butter 
and Cheese Manufacturing Company in Belvi- 
dere. In 18S6, he was elected Vice-President 
of the State Board of Agriculture for his Con¬ 
gressional District, being re-elected in 1SSS. In 
1890 he was chosen a Director of the Illinois 
State Dairymen’s Association, and during a 
period of twenty years was a Director of the 
Boone County Agricultural Society. For a 
number of years he was President of the Belvi- 
dere Farmer’s Mutual Fire and Lightning In¬ 
surance Company, which he, with others, organ- 









HISTORY OF BOONE COUNTY 


907 


ized in 1876. At first this company operated in 
but four townships, but later included the en¬ 
tire county. To him is largely due the suc¬ 
cessful development of this enterprise. He was 
also a stockholder and Director of the People’s 
Bank. 

The subject of this memoir was married Oc¬ 
tober 10, 1849, to Eliza A. A5ait, born in War¬ 
saw, Wyoming County, N. Y., August 23, 1828, 
a daughter of Henry and Polly (Warren) Wait 
The furniture with which the young people 
started housekeeping was the work of the hus¬ 
band's hands. He was what is commonly termed 
a self-made man, being the architect of his own 
fortunes. His circumstances at the outset of 
his farming career were void of much encour¬ 
agement, and he often hauled wheat from his 
farm to Chicago with an ox-team, selling it at 
fifty cents per bushel. The children born to 
him and his wife were four in number: Fanny 
E., Franklin P., Frederick A. and Albert E. 
The mother of this family died February 18, 
1907. 

In politics, Mr. Heed was a strong Republican, 
and held nearly all the township offices in suc¬ 
cession. In 1S90 he was elected to the State 
legislature. He served in tlie Thirty-seventh, 
Thirty-eighth and Thirty-ninth General As¬ 
semblies, and was on several of the more Im¬ 
portant committees. 

REID, James (deceased), formerly one of the 
most successful farmers and worthy and relia¬ 
ble citizens in the vicinity of Belvidere, Ill., was 
born in Argyleshire, Scotland, March 27, 1S50, 
and died at his home south of Belvidere, May 
18, 1902. He was a son of James and Agnes 
Reid, natives of Argyleshire. James Reid, Sr., 
was a tailor by occupation, having begun to learn 
his trade at the age of twelve years. Together 
with five of his brothers—Hugh, Alexander,/ 
John, David and William—he preceded the 
subject of this sketch to this country, and had 
been living for several years in Winnebago 
County, Ill., where all had met with success. On 
coming to the United States, James Reid, Sr., 
worked at his trade in Winnebago County for 
twelve years, thfen moving to a farm in Cale¬ 
donia Township, Boone County, a little more 
than a mile east of Argyle, where he still fol¬ 
lowed his trade, James, Jr., John and Alexander 
attending to the farm work. He remained on 
this farm until his death, at the age of sixty- 


two years, his wife long surviving him and pass¬ 
ing away when eighty-two years old. They also 
had five daughters. James, the son, remained 
on the old farm and died In 1902, at the age of 
fifty-two years. Alexander is a resident of 
Rockford ; John, bom May 24, 1852, went to the 
farm when seventeen years old and remained at 
home until he reached the age of thirty-two 
years, being in charge of the work. The mother 
afterwards sold out her interests to her son 
James. 

John Reid was married in November, 1888, 
to Sarah M. Smith, born in Belvidere, a daugh¬ 
ter of William and Mary Jane (Telford) Smith, 
her father being a farmer near Belvidere, and 
her mother having come from the North of Ire¬ 
land. The father died on the farm at the age 
of eighty-three years, having just acquired It 
from the government. The mother passed away 
on the same place when sixty-one years old. 
Their children were four in number, namely; 
Frederick, of Jamestown, N. Dak., superinten¬ 
dent of the North Dakota Insane Asylum; Mar¬ 
tha Jane (Mrs. John Hill), of Allen County, 
Kan.; James Henry, a farmer on the old home¬ 
stead, and Sarah M. 

Shortly after his marriage Mr. Reid engaged 
in farming in Caledonia Township, where he 
had one hundred nnd sixty-nine acres, known as 
the old Tuffmeir farm, which he operated for 
fourteen years. Then having sold out, he moved 
to Bonus Township, and finally took up his resi¬ 
dence in Belvidere in 1907, where he is now liv¬ 
ing in retirement. He and his wife have six 
children as follows: Fred A.; William A.; 
Clara J., and Clarence J. (twins); Elmer John, 
and Myrtle Emma. In politics Mr. Reid Is a 
Republican. 

The marriage of James Reid, who was brought 
to this country at the age of nine years, took 
place June 12, 1S95, when he wedded Mary Cum¬ 
mings, a daughter of Angus and Isabella (Sonee- 
kran) Cummings, born In Caledonia Township, 
Boone County. Her parents were among the 
Scotch pioneer settlers of this locality. Her 
father, now at the age of eighty-six years, and 
her mother, now seventy-nine years old, are still 
living on the farm where Mary was born, a 
mile and a half northwest of Caledonia village, 
which her brother Angus operates. After his 
marriage James Reid lived five years on the old 
Reid homestead, which was then sold; and he 
bought from Henry Elltck eighty acres a little 
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southeast of Belvidere, which he cultivated until 
seized with the five months’ sickness which pre¬ 
ceded his death. One son, Angus Irving Reid, 
now a school boy, eleven years old, blessed the 
union of James Reid and Mary Cummings. 

Politically, James Reid was a strong Republi¬ 
can. Both families were active in the Presby¬ 
terian Church at Argyle known as the Willow 
Creek Church. Fraternally, James Reid was 
affiliated with the Modern Woodmen of Amer¬ 
ica. 

RHODE, John.—Boone County has reason to 
be proud of her citizens of German nativity. 
Wherever he settles, the man from the Father- 
land brings with him a love of education, a re¬ 
spect for law and a patriotism which he is as. 
willing to expend for the benefit of his adopted 
country as he would have been for the land of 
his birth. Always industrious and frugal, al¬ 
most invariably honest, usually liberal in bis 
views on all subjects, conceding to others all the 
rights which he claims for himself, he naturally 
and inevitably develops into such a fine citizen 
as would be the pride of any land. Of such na¬ 
tivity and of such citizenship is John Rhode, one 
of the prosperous farmers of Flora Township, 
Boone County, Ill. 

John Rhode was born in Germany, September 

II, 1858, the second of the four children of John 
and Christina Rhode, both of whom died in their 
native land. The son John remained in the 
Fatherland until 1882, when with his wife and 
two children, he emigrated to America, landing 
at New Fork. From New York he came west, 
locating at Racine, Wis., where he lived for six 
years, and gained the highest esteem of his fel¬ 
low citizens. Then, coming to Boone Count}’, 

III. , he rented land until 1902, when he bought 
the fine 100-acre farm which is his present home. 
He is constantly improving the property and will 
make it eventually one of the best in its vicin¬ 
ity. While giving his attention largely to gen¬ 
eral farming, he has developed a good stock-rais¬ 
ing business. In politics he is a Republican, 
and in religious matters is a member of the 
Evangelical Church. 

Mr. Rhode married in Germany, in November, 
1880, Miss Minnie Krusea, a native of that 
country, who bore him six children, namely: 
John, William, Charles, Herman, Ida and Mary, 
Mrs. Rhode died July 2, 1900, aged fifty-six 
years. 


On February 25, 1908, Mr. Rhode married 
Agatha Wambach, born in Germany, a daughter 
of Nicholas and Anna (Eisenbart) Wambach, 
also natives of Germany. The father of Mrs. 
Rhode is now deceased, but his widow survives 
and lives in Germany. 

RIDGE, Robert, retired merchant, Cnpron, 
Boone Township, Boone County, Ill. In all parts 
of the United States the veteran of the Civil 
War is held in high and increasing considera¬ 
tion. The number of veterans is rapidly decreas¬ 
ing, and it will not be many years before the 
last of them is laid to rest in the soil for which 
he risked bis life. It is a fact somewhat re¬ 
markable, though perhaps easily accounted for, 
that the men who took the lead in public and 
private life in the period immediately succeed¬ 
ing the war, had most of them taken an active 
part in the conflict. This was true in the South 
as well as in the East and West. One of the 
citizens of Boone County, who had been a sol¬ 
dier and came to the front at that time, and 
was active and influential for many years after¬ 
ward, is Robert Ridge, who was bom near Ball- 
aboro, County Cavan, Ireland, June 4, 183S. His 
parents were George and Eliza (Crozier) Ridge. 
His infancy and boyhood were spent under the 
roof of his maternal grandparents. In 1850, 
when the boy was about fourteen years old, his 
father came to the United States and located 
at Bawyersville, Schoharie County, N. Y. Two 
years later be sent back to Ireland for his five 
children, his wife having died a short time pre¬ 
viously. His sister, Margaret, his mother and 
his five children, of whom Robert was the sec¬ 
ond bom, joined him in New York State, and 
his daughter, Sarah, then about sixteen years 
of age, assumed the management of the house¬ 
hold, which she retained until her death, which 
occurred when she was about twenty-eight years 
old. When the family came to this country Rob¬ 
ert was about fourteen years old. Of his broth¬ 
ers, Samuel died at the age of five years; 
Thomas lives at New Haven, Coun., and James 
is a farmer near Cromwell, Conn. 

Before he had been long on this side of the 
ocean, Robert Ridge found a home in the family 
of a Yankee farmer, Horace Wakeman, who 
treated him very well, permitting him to attend 
school every winter. In 1S5S, in company with 
a companion named Robert Harper, he came to 
McHenry County, Ill., and for a short time vis- 
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ited with some relatives at Chemung. Early in 
the same year he arrived at Belvidere, and there 
met a. young man named John Conn, whom he 
had known in the State of New York. Robert 
worked during the spring, summer and fall 
months, in the winter months attending school. 
Then such education as he had been enabled to 
acquire was supplemented by attendance at the 
Beividere school during one term. Until about 
the middle of the year 1S62 he was employed by 
the month at twelve and one-half to fifteen dol¬ 
lars and board. 

August 12, 1862, Robert Ridge enlisted in 
Company B, Ninety-fifth Regiment, Illinois Vol¬ 
unteer Infantry, which company was under com¬ 
mand of Captain Charles Loop. He saw service 
with his regiment in events leading up to the 
siege of Vicksburg, and before Vicksburg lay in 
trenches near Fort Hill, where his regiment was 
under command of General McPherson. During 
the time of the Red River Expedition he was in 
the McPherson Hospital at Vicksburg, thus miss¬ 
ing participation in that movement. He also 
missed being in action at Guntown, where his 
regiment was cut to pieces. Later bis regiment 
formed a part of the Western Army, and for a 
time ho and other convalescents were separated 
from it, but they took part in memorable service 
under General Sherman, whose command they 
joined at Big Shanty, being assigned to Mc¬ 
Pherson’s corps. Mr. Ridge fought in all the 
engagements of the Atlanta campaign and before 
the capture of Atlanta worked many nights in 
assisting to dig twenty-two lines of trenches and 
throw up the breastworks by which they were 
protected. His corps was on the extreme left 
of the Federal army when General McPherson 
was killed by Confederate sharpshooters. He 
stood in line of battle at the time and assisted 
in repelling five desperate charges of the enemy. 
After the fall of Atlanta, he took part in the 
pursuit of Hood and fought in the battle of Nash¬ 
ville. There his regiment, the Ninety-fifth Illi¬ 
nois, rejoined the army with which he had re¬ 
mained during its absence. He spent that win¬ 
ter at Eastport, Tenn., and later saw service at 
New Orleans, at Dauphin Island and at Cedar 
Point, Mobile Bay. He participated in the cap¬ 
ture of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely and was 
at Fort Blakely when he received the intelli¬ 
gence of the surrender of General Lee and of 
the probable early termination of the war. He 
marched with his regiment to Montgomery, Ala., 


and thence to Opelika, where his service ended. 
He returned home via Vicksburg and the Mis¬ 
sissippi River and was mustered out of service 
at Springfield, Ill., August 17, 1S65. He was for¬ 
tunate in never having been captured or 
wounded, though part of the rim was shot off 
his hat before Vicksburg, and a ball passed 
through the top of his hat at Spanish Fort. 

After his return from the war Mr. Ridge be¬ 
came a clerk in the store of Stow & Lambert, at 
Capron, Ill. Not long afterward this firm failed 
and Mr. Ridge was employed to close out the 
store. In the fall of 1867 he engaged in mer¬ 
chandising on his own account He admitted as 
a partner in his enterprise William Andrews, 
who had done a soldier’s duty as a member of 
Company E, Ninety-fifth Regiment, Illinois Vol¬ 
unteer Infantry, and who is now a citizen of 
Rockford. They were associated in business 
for eighteen years. Early in their venture they 
began to handle grain, building an elevator 
which, in connection with another, was later 
managed by Mr. Ridge until his retirement from 
active business after a successful business ca¬ 
reer of thirty-five years at Capron. 

Mr. Ridge has always taken a helpful interest 
in village and township affairs, and for sixteen 
years he filled the office of township school trus¬ 
tee. He was one of the original members of the 
Christian Church at Capron, organized in March, 
1S67, was also treasurer of the Bible society for 
twenty-three years; is one of the church deacons 
and for twenty-five years has been its clerk. A 
charter member of Cornell Post No. 314, Grand 
Army of the Republic, he has passed all its 
chairs and is its present adjutant. He has at¬ 
tended reunions of four regiments that were 
mustered into the service of the United States 
at Rockford, Ill., two of which were held at 
Capron. He has also attended National En¬ 
campments of the Grand Army of the Republic 
held at Milwaukee, Wis.; Washington, D. C.; 
Buffalo, N. Y.; Chicago, Hi.; Minneapolis and 
St. Paul, Minn.; Boston, Mass.; and Saratoga, 
N. Y., and thus has kept in touch with his com¬ 
rades of the days of 1861-65. The Capron Tile 
Works is an enterprise of which Mr. Ridge was 
one of the organizers. He is the owner of a 
fine farm a mile east of Capron. For some time 
past he has taken little part in public affairs, 
living in retirement from active life and giving 
his attention exclusively to personal matters, 
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enjoying a comfortable income from local prop¬ 
erty. 

On March 24, 1S67, Mr. Ridge married Miss 
Hattie A. Scott, a daughter of Francis and Mary 
Scott. Mrs. Scott died in Canada, but Sir. Scott 
brought his family to Capron in 1857. He was 
a general farmer until his retirement, after 
which he was a resident of Capron until he died, 
aged eighty-three years. Mr. and Mrs. Ridge 
had four children. Their first bom died at the age 
of three years. George died in 1892, aged eigh¬ 
teen years; Benjamin Harrison Ridge, who was 
born June 26, 1890, the day on which General 
Harrison was nominated for the presidency, and 
was named in his honor, is a student at the 
Rockford Business College; Clara Belle is the 
wife of William Lascelles, and they have lived 
with Mr. Ridge since the death of Mrs. Ridge, 
which occurred in February, 1S95. Mr. Las- 
celles is a stock buyer and the owner of a farm 
of three hundred acres in Foulk County, S. Dak. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lascelles have two sons—Robert, 
aged fourteen, and John, aged six years. Mr. 
Ridge's father died in 1891, aged eighty-three 
years, having been for seventeen years a mem¬ 
ber of Mr. Ridge’s household. Politically, Mr. 
Ridge is a Republican, but has always been too 
busy to become, in the ordinary sense, a practi¬ 
cal politician, though the patriotism which im¬ 
pelled him to fight for his country in his young 
manhood has caused him consistently to vote 
for its best interests in all bis later years. 

RIX, Chester, for more than two score years 
one of the most reliable and favorably known 
farmers of Flora Township, Boone County, Ill., 
and, since withdrawing from active business life, 
a highly esteemed citizen of Belvidere, was bom 
in Fairfield, Herkimer County, N. Y., April 9, 
1828. His parents were Theophilus and Mary 
(Hutchinson) Rix, natives of Connecticut, from 
which State his uncle, Nathan Rix, served in 
the Revolutionary War. Theophilus Rix settled 
in New York about the year 1825, and his 
brother Nathan spent his last years with him, 
dying at the age of eighty-six years. In 1857, 
the family moved to Belvidere, Ill., Theophilus 
being then over eighty years old. He died in 
Belvidere in his ninety-ninth year. The other 
members of the family who came west were 
Ralph, Lydia (Mrs. Heywood), and Sarah (Mrs. 
Wilcox). Another sister, Mrs. D. W. Allen, had 
located in Illinois about the year 1854. Ralph 
Rix, who was a shoemaker by occupation, died 


in Belvidere at the age of seventy-five years. An¬ 
other brother, Nathan, spent his entire life in 
New York. Of the twelve children, but one be¬ 
sides Chester is living, namely: Harriet M. (Mrs. 
Lee), of Belvidere. 

Chester Rix remained on the home farm in 
New York until he was thirty years old. After 
arriving in Boone County, Ill., he devoted his at¬ 
tentions to farming in Flora Township, contin¬ 
uing thus until 1900. He still retains his farm 
of one hundred and sixty acres near Flora Cen¬ 
ter, six miles southwest of Belvidere. It is well 
improved and compares favorably with any 
farming property in the vicinity. Since taking 
up his residence in Belvidere he has lived in 
comfortable retirement. 

The marriage of Mr. Rix took place at Fair- 
field, N. Y., on June 25, 1857, on which date he 
was wedded to Helen E. Lawton, a native of 
that town. Three children were bom to tbeir 
union, namely: Charles A., of Belvidere; Mary 
L., who is at home; and Warren L., who oper¬ 
ates the paternal farm. 

Politically, Chester Rix is a Prohibitionist. 
Mrs. Rix is a member of the Baptist Church and 
deeply respected by all who know her, as is also 
her venerable husband. 

ROBENSON, William H., Assistant Supervisor 
of Belvidere Township, Boone County, Ill., and 
well and favorably known throughout the city 
and its environs, has been engaged for thirty- 
four years in the general blncksmithing and car¬ 
riage jobbing business, conducting a flourishing 
concern on North State Street, in Belvidere. For 
five years previously he had been employed in 
the same line with Capt. William Heywood, with 
whom he lived in the winter and spring of 1869, 
and whose shop he finally bought. Mr. Roben- 
son was born in Sheerness, England, on the 
Thames, March 3, 1850, coming to the United 
States in the following year with his parents, 
Ephraim R. and Eliza (Brenchly) Robenson, 
who located at Belvidere in the fall of 1S53. 
His father was a farmer, and his mother was the 
daughter of an engineer at the Navy Yards in 
Sheerness. England. The former died in July, 
1891, at tire age of seventy-nine years, having 
lived in retirement at Belvidere for a considera¬ 
ble period. His widow passed away March 17, 
1907, when ninety-one years old. Both were 
zealous members of the Methodist Church, in 
which they were active workers. Two others 
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of their children are residents of Belvidere, 
namely: Mrs. John Powell, and George W. 
Robenson, of the National Sewing Machine Com¬ 
pany. A son, Robert, is a retired meat market 
proprietor at El Paso, Woodford County, Ill.; 
Carrie lived at Rockford, Ill., and Anna, another 
daughter, is the wife of John Greenway, a mer¬ 
chant of Esmond, Ill. The subject of this sketch 
never married, having been devoted to the care 
of his mother. 

In politics, Mr. Robenson is a Republican. He 
served' as deputy sheriff under Sheriff A. T. 
Ames, and has held the office of alderman which 
he still retains. Fraternally, he has been affil¬ 
iated with the I. O. O. F. for thirty years, and 
has passed all the chairs in Big Thunder Lodge 
No. 2S, of that order, having served also as rep¬ 
resentative to the Grand Lodge and passed all 
the chairs in the Encampment. 

RUDOLPH, Julius.—Among the many substan¬ 
tial citizens of Boone County who have retired 
to the pleasant town of Belvidere to pass their 
declining years, after a long period of activity on 
a farm, is Julius Rudolph, who was bom in 
Kriebwich, near Altenberg, Germany, September 
14, 1S3G. He accompanied his parents when 
they emigrated to America, in 1852. He attend¬ 
ed the public schools until he was fourteen 
years of age, and was sixteen years of age when 
he found work in Chicago, in August, 1S52. 
1-Ie was yet a boy when he went from Chicago 
to Genoa, DelCalb County, and from there to 
Sycamore, in 1S6S, and in 1875 to a 360-acre 
farm in Spring Township, Boone County. When 
Mr. Rudolph acquired this farm it was valued at 
$40 per acre, and when he left it, February 28, 
1902, to become a resident of Belvidere, $75 an 
acre could scarcely have purchased it. He car¬ 
ried on general farming on his land and, at the 
same time, made so many improvements that the 
value of the property increased every year. He 
was considered one of Spring Township's best 
managers and most successful farmers, and he 
owned two other farms of 240 acres, and he has 
all of this property yet. 

In 1866 Mr. Rudolph was married to Sophia 
D. Naker, who was born in January, 1S50, at 
Wayne, DuPage County. Her parents were bom 
in Germany and emigrated to America in 1S48. 
They have had the following children: Alvin, 
who is a machinist in Milwaukee, and married 
Henrietta Jones, August IS, 1901, who died 


June 0, 1902; George, a farmer of Spring 
Township, who married Ellen Carlson; Lillian, 
who married Bert Lucas, a florist of Belvidere; 
Edward married Mary Bender, and operates 
the home farm; Charles, an employe at the Na¬ 
tional Works and who married Minnie Taylor; 
William, who is an employe of the Elgin Watch 
Factory; Albert, a farmer on a part of the home¬ 
stead and who married Lulu Oaks of Genoa; 
Eva, the wife of Merton Taylor, a farmer on one 
of the Rudolph farms; Fred, who operates one of 
his father’s farms; Frank, who conducts a livery 
in Genoa; Mabel, who lives with her father; 
Lila, a student at the Belvidere High School; 
Edna, who died May 22, 1905, being the wife of 
Cleveland A. Godding of Genoa, and three chil¬ 
dren who died in childhood. 

Mr. Rudolph was an active citizen of Spring 
Township and was greatly interested in local 
educational matters, for a time served as Pres¬ 
ident of the School Board, and also has served 
in the office of Overseer of Highways. In poli¬ 
tics he is independent and votes for the man 
rather than according to party lines. In addi¬ 
tion to a pleasant home, he owns and rents prop¬ 
erty in Belvidere and Genoa. 

SABIN, David D.—To thoroughly succeed in 
any line requires perseverance, industry and a 
comprehensive mastery of all details/ The grow¬ 
ing activity in all branches of commercial indus¬ 
try is reflected in the business houses of any 
community that keeps abreast of the times, and 
this is especially true of the old-established 
bouse of Sabin Bros., of Belvidere, founded in 
February, 1S66, by David D. Sabin, now retired. 
The firm carry a full line of merchandise, and 
their stock is at all times thoroughly up-to-date, 
while they are enabled to offer their patrons 
particularly desirable inducements as to quality 
and price, owing to their extensive connections 
and the immense volume of their business. The 
present store building was erected in 1S76 by the 
founder, who, in 1867, took H. B. Sykes into 
partnership to fill the vacancy caused by the 
withdrawal of P. R. Sabin. In 1S84 David D. 
Sabin retired, and, in 18S9, his son, Sidney A. 
Sabin, became a member of the firm. In 1894, 
Sidney A. and Eugene F., his brother, became 
sole proprietors of the business, and have since 
conducted it along the lines which have proven 
so satisfactory and profitable. 

SACKETT, Clarence E., the present efficient 
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and popular postmaster at Garden Prairie, Boone 
County, Ill., was born in Bonus Township, Boone 
County, March 4, 1S48. His parents, David H. 
and Caroline (Ames) Sackett, were born hi Col- 
' Chester, Vt In 1831 they came West to Michi¬ 
gan, whence, in 1835, they moved to Dundee, Kane 
County, Ill., and thence in 1836 to Boone County, 
settling in Bonus Township, where the father 
died in 1880 upwards of 75 years of age. The 
mother still survives. Their family numbered 
four children, namely: Eliza J., who became the 
wife of T. G. Catchpool, and died at Garden 
Prairie in 1809; George W.; Emma P., who mar¬ 
ried Myron W. Poyer, of Marengo, Ill., and Clar¬ 
ence E. The subject of this sketch was reared 
on the home farm in Bonus Township, where he 
has continued to live ever since. In youth he 
learnd the trade of a printer, which he has fol¬ 
lowed for many years. On September 30, 1878, 
at Brookville, Out, Mr. Sackett was married to 
Henrietta Atkinson, a native of Brookville, and 
a daughter of John and Elizabeth (Dyer) Atkin¬ 
son, who lived just north of Garden Prairie from 
1856 to 1865. 

Politically, Mr. Sackett has always been a Re¬ 
publican, taking an active interest in township 
affairs. For several terms he has held the office 
of township clerk of Bonus Township, and has 
officiated as notary public for a number of years. 
In 18S5 he was appointed postmaster of Garden 
Prairie, serving until the second Cleveland ad¬ 
ministration. He was again appointed to this 
office iby President McKinley, and has since con¬ 
tinued to hold It to the complete satisfaction of 
his fellow townsmen. 

With the exception of the period of the Cleve¬ 
land administration referred to, Mr. Sackett has 
been practically in charge of the Garden Prairie 
postoffice since December 1, 1862. In the latter 
year, Charles Burnside, who had been postmas¬ 
ter, sold out and went to Iowa, the office then 
being removed to the home of D. H. Sackett, his 
son, Charles E., a lad of fourteen, taking charge 
as deputy of his father. The forty-six years 
which have since elapsed have seen great changes 
and growth in the mail service. The Garden 
Prairie postoffice was first established as the 
Amesville office June 13, 1838, but took its pres¬ 
ent name February 23, 1853. 

David H. Sackett, the father of C. E„ was a 
millwright by trade, and built and assisted in 
building many of the flour' mills in Northern 


Illinois and Southern Wisconsin between 1S34 
and 1855. At this time a millwright had to be 
competent to design and construct all the ma¬ 
chinery needed in the customary flouring mill, 
from the water-wheel to the bolting reels. 

The Ames family, from whom Mrs. Caroline 
(Ames) Sackett was descended, were early emi¬ 
grants from England, settling in what is now 
West Bridgewater, Mass., in 1657. 

SANDS, William, retired farmer, Capron, 
Boone County, Ill., enjoys the distinction of hav¬ 
ing been one of the comparatively few farmers 
of foreign birth in this country, who paid money 
to learn the mysteries of farming, and at the 
same time gave to their teachers their work as 
farm hands. It is not probable that either of 
them would argue that the American system is 
not better than that under which they were in¬ 
ducted into the ranks of tillers of the soil in their 
native land. William- Sands was bom in Ar¬ 
broath, Forfarshire, Scotland, January 28, 1828. 
When he was thirteen years old he began his ac¬ 
tive life in a dry goods store, where he was em¬ 
ployed until he was twenty. Then occurred his 
costly apprenticeship to farming. In 1851 in 
company with John Sands, a brother older than 
himself, he came to the United States. They 
made the voyage on a sailing vessel, landing at 
New York thirty days from Glasgow, and from 
New York they came west to Chicago by lake 
and rail via Detroit. New Buffalo, in Berrien 
County, Mich., was then temporarily the western 
terminus of the Michigan Central Railway. 
Reaching the eastern shore of Lake Michigan, 
they embarked by water for the future metropo¬ 
lis of the West and landed just before daylight 
at the foot of South Water Street, and- Mr. Sands 
remembers that, as he stepped ashore, he tripped 
over a cow that had been enjoying a morning 
nap in his path. He bought a farm in Wheeling 
Township, Cook County, Ill., twenty-two miles 
from the center of Chicago at the point now 
known as Arlington Heights. There he remained 
two years, keeping house for himself and making 
his start in America as a farmer. His brother 
John had a college education and had been a 
lawyer in Scotland, and farming came so far 
from suiting his taste that he soon sold out his 
interest in Cook County and went back to his 
native land. Subsequently he came again to 
America, locating in Michigan. His stay was 
brief, however, and soon he was back in Scot- 
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land, whence he later wandered to distant parts 
of the world, notably to South America, writing 
articles descriptive of bis travels and adventures 
which -were gladly accepted by publishers. Later 
he published several books, most of them books 
of travel, one of them, “Saint Hilda, Its History 
and Its People,” descriptive of the island of 
Saint Hilda, near Scotland. In addition to his 
marked literary ability, he possessed artistic 
talent and achieved fame on “Punch,” the great 
London comic journal, as a caricaturist. He died 
in Scotland aged seventy-three years. 

After laboring two years at his original lo¬ 
cation, William Sands operated the farm of 
James Milne, in Niles, Cook County, until 1860. 
April 9tli, of that year, he married Miss Helen 
Milne, James Milne’s daughter. Miss Milne, 
who like himself was a native of Scotland, had 
come to America in 1845, when she was eleven 
years old, her voyage in a sailing vessel from 
Perth to Quebec. Canada, consuming seven 
weeks. In ISOS, two years before his marriage, 
Mr. Sands had bought the farm which after¬ 
ward became bis homestead. The railroad 
through Capron had just been graded and the 
Capron village line crossed one side of his land, 
although the part of Capron now known as 
“Sands’ Addition” comprises about twenty-four 
acres cut off from his farm, which originally 
contained one hundred and twenty acres. The 
land was wild and there were no buildings on 
it, and he had bought all of it for eleven hun¬ 
dred and fifty dollars. In 1862 he moved onto 
this farm and began to improve it and for 
twenty-one years thereafter devoted himself to 
its development and cultivation, in the mean¬ 
time laying off and putting on the market Sands’ 
Addition to Capron. In 1883 he moved to a 
farm of one hundred and sixty acres in Man¬ 
chester Township. There he remained, farming 
successfully until 1903, when he returned to 
Capron and bought a lot which had been included 
In his addition to the town, on which he estab¬ 
lished a pleasant village home. He has since 
lived in retirement from active business. He ac¬ 
knowledges indebtedness to his paid instructor 
in Scotland for information which he found valu¬ 
able to him in farming operations in Illinois. 
He took a genuine pride in his work as a farmer 
and passed by no opportunity to make it more 
and more efficient and profitable. 

A Republican in politics, Mr. Sands has from 
the organization of his party been a strong ad¬ 


vocate of the principles that it has represented. 
For a time he filled the office of school director. 
He has long been an active worker against the 
liquor interests, and he and members of his 
family were long identified with the Order of 
Good Templars. Mrs. Sands was reared in the 
faith of the Presbyterian Church, but was one 
of the organizers of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church at Capron, of which Mr. Sands has been 
treasurer and trustee. They have both taken 
much interest in Sunday School work. 

■William and Helen (Milne) Sands have be¬ 
come the parents of children who are here named 
in- the order of their brth: William is a horse- 
slioer at Spencer, Iowa; Nellie is the wife of 
Stanley T. Heath of Capron, who is represented 
in a biographical sketch which appears on 
another page; Jane Elizabeth is Mrs. Edward 
Baldwin of Roscoe. Ill.; Rudolph II. is a mer¬ 
chant at Murdough, S. Dak.; Mary Alice married 
Bert Welsh who is a blacksmith at Dexter. 
Iowa. 

SCRIVEN, Harry, who is well known to the 
people of Spring Township, Boone County, Ill., 
his place of residence, as a worthy citizen and 
thrifty farmer, was born iu the same township. 
October 14, 1803. His father, James Seriven, a 
native of Somersetshire, England, first came to 
this country in 1848, remaining a few years in 
Boone County, Ill., and then returning to Eng¬ 
land, where he was married to Elizabeth Scriv- 
en, also born in Somersetshire. Soon afterwards, 
bringing his wife to the United States, he settled 
in liis former location, where the parents made 
their home during the rest of their lives. The 
father died the last of May, 1905, the mother 
having passed away in July, 1896. Two chil¬ 
dren composed their family,—John and Harry. 

Harry Seriven was reared iu the locality where 
his birth occurred, receiving his education in the 
common schools, and following farming up to the 
present time. He owns ninety-seven acres of 
land, which is well improved, and contains good 
buildings. 

On February 12, 1896, at Beloit,. Wis., Mr. 
Seriven was united in marriage with Tiliie Dum¬ 
ber, born in Ogle County, Ill., May 3, 1874, a 
daughter of August and Wilhelmiua Dummer, 
natives of Germany. Three children have re¬ 
sulted from the union of Mr. and Mrs. Seriven, 
namely: Hester M., Dorothy E. and Willis J. 

Mr. Seriven has served his township as School 
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Director, and fraternally, Is affiliated with the 

M. W. A. 

SEARS, Theron M., whose entire life of 58 
years has been passed in his present location, in 
the vicinity of Belvidere, where he has earned 
the reputation of being one of the most suc¬ 
cessful farmers and reliable citizens, was bom 
on the old Sears homestead in Bonus Township, 
Boone County, Ill., April 7, 1S51. He is a son 
of Horace Oscar and Harriet (Ames) Sears, 
the former a native of Bristol, Ontario County, 

N. Y„ where his birth took place October 1, 
1819, and the latter born in the State of Ver¬ 
mont. The father located in Boone County, Ill., 
in 1838, and his marriage to Harriet Ames took 
place May 12, 1842. They settled on what is 
still the Sears farm, living on it for the re¬ 
mainder of their lives, the father dying June 
19, 1897, and the mother December 6, 1877. 
Pour sons composed their family, namely: 
Henry, who died when thirteen years old; Ed¬ 
ward C., of LaGrange, Ill.; Charles A., of Bonus 
Township, and Theron M. The last named was 
reared on the home farm, receiving his educa¬ 
tion in the district schools. He has always 
followed farming on the place of his birth, 
which is his property, and for twenty years has 
made a specialty of breeding Duroc-Jersey hogs, 
and in this line has been very successful, as 
well as in his general farming operations. The 
farm consists of two hundred and sixty acres, 
all of which is improved, and it is considered 
one of the most desirable places in the town¬ 
ship. 

On March 1, 1870, in Spring Township. Boone 
County, Mr. Sears was married to Sarah E. 
Culbertson, born in North Pelham, Ontario 
Counts', N. Y., February 25, 1S52, a daughter of 
Andrew J. and Eliza M. (Mettler) Culbertson. 
The father of Mrs. Sears was a native of Penn¬ 
sylvania, and her mother, of Canada. They 
came to Illinois in 185S. and for four years lived 
in Elgin, whence they moved to Boone County, 
settling at Garden Prairie, where both died. 
Their family numbered four children, namely: 
Mary A.; George A., a member of the One Hun¬ 
dred and Twenty-seventh Regiment, Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry, who died at Bridgeport, 
Ala., In 1861; Marcus L., and Sarah E. Mrs. 
Sears is the sole surviving member of this 
family. Ten children were born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Sears, as follows: Frank G.; Nora M., 


wife or Horace Porter, of McHenry County, Ill.; 
Howard O., Ray M., Ralph M., Mary B., Elliott 
C., Perry W., Sidney E., and Ruth E. 

Politically, Mr. Sears is Republican and takes 
a good citizen’s interest in township affairs. He 
and his excellent wife are active members of 
the Congregational Church. 

SERGENT, George E., farmer, Flora Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, Ill. Dittle of chance enters 
into the farming of today. The work has been 
developed along scientific lines until it requires 
special knowledge as definite as that demanded 
by any other vocation or profession. In their 
way farmers like George E. Sergent are scien¬ 
tists, so far as the soil and its products are to 
be considered. They are by no means book far¬ 
mers, but while learning the fundamentals of 
their business by actual experience, they are 
eager to glean the experiences of others wherever 
they find them recorded on the printed page. 
This is especially true of farmers who have had 
much to do with stock-raising. 

George E. Sergent was born in Franklin Town¬ 
ship, De Kalb County, Ill., March 15, 1864, a son 
of Horton W. and Mary J. (Sleezer) Sergent, 
natives of the State of New York, who came to 
Illinois many years ago, remaining in De Kalb 
County until 1871, when they removed to Flora 
Township, where Mr. Sergent died August 3, 
1000, aged sixty-three years. His widow-, who 
survives him, bore him four children, namely: 
ICittie, who married Howard A. Shannon, and 
died in Flora Township about 1878; Arissa be¬ 
came the wife of Seth C. Sleezer and died in 
Kendall County, Ill., in February, 1891; Edith 
II. is Mrs. Frank ITouk. 

George E. Sergent, the only son of Horton W. 
and Mary J. Sergent, was seven years old when 
his parents settled in Flora Township. He made 
his home with them until his marriage with Miss 
Dora Heyward, which occurred February IS, 
1S91. Miss Heyward was born in Franklin 
Township, De Kalb County, December 2, 1872, 
a daughter of Thomas and Anne (Brown) Hey¬ 
ward. Mr. and Mrs. Heyward were natives of 
Devonshire and Rigate, Surray, England, respec¬ 
tively. The father died in Franklin Township, 
De Kalb County, October 6, 1899, and she died 
in Ogle County, September 30, 1905. Of their 
eight children, Mrs. Sergent was the sixth in 
order of birth. 

After his marriage Mr. Sergent began farming 
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on his own account, which he continued ten 
years on rented land in Flora Township. Mean¬ 
time, in 1899, he bought his present farm of 
one hundred and fifty acres, which is well Im¬ 
proved, provided with good buildings and sup¬ 
plied wth modern machinery and accessories of 
all kinds necessary to successful farming. He is 
a well informed ’ stockman and has given much 
attention to stock-raising. Essentially a home 
man, he has no political ambition but takes 
an intelligent interest in all questions of public 
moment and is of such pronounced public spirit 
that he is in the best sense of the phrase, “a 
good man for his town.” Mr. and Mrs. Ser- 
gent are the parents of a son, Floy T. Sergent. 

SHATTUCK, Foster H., for seventy-two years 
a resident of Boone County, Ill., and since 1S90 
a citizen of Belvidere, where he lives in comfort¬ 
able retirement, was long a prominent represen¬ 
tative of the agricultural element in Spring 
Township. Mr. Shattuck was born in Concord, 
Geauga County, Ohio, June 22, 1823, a son of 
Alfred and Olive (Orton) Shattuck, natives of 
Connecticut, whose ancestors came from Eng¬ 
land. They came from Ohio to Boone County- 
in 1830, settling in Spring Township, where the 
father followed farming. During that season 
and in 1837 several other families joined the 
settlement, among which was that of William 
Brett, father of Harriet Brett, afterwards Mr. 
Shattuck’s wife, then ten years old. They spent 
their lives in Spring Township, one of Harriet’s 
brothers dying young, and her half-sister sur¬ 
viving until 1901. Stephen Blatchford located 
in Spring Township in 1836, living opposite Mr. 
Shattuek's place, and dying at the age of ninety- 
four years. In the winter of 1835-36 Mr. Shat¬ 
tuck’s elder brother, Hariyn Shattuck. began to 
make improvements on his land and the parents 
assisted him in putting up a log house, in the 
building of which not a nail was used. It had 
a shaker roof held on with poles, a puncheon 
floor, doors hung with wooden hinges, and was 
for a considerable period the Shattuck home. 
At that time the only other families in Spring 
Township were those of Erastus Shattuck and 
John Handy, both living in one log house built 
in the fall of 1S35. Erastus was a 'brother of 
Alfred, and lived at what was known as Reid's 
Crossing. When over eighty-four years old he 
fell from an apple tree, breaking both legs. 

William Brett died in 1875, at the age of 


eighty-three years. Alfred Shattuck lived to be 
nearly ninety years old, and his widow was past 
ninety-six at the time of her death. Of their 
eight children, but one besides the subject of 
this sketch is living, namely: Maria, widow of 
William Hollenbeck, of Sycamore, De Kalb 
County. Hariyn Shattuck spent hs life mainly 
in Spring Township, dying at an advanced age. 
The first year of Foster H. Shattuck’s life in 
Illinois was mostly spent in Dupage County, 
Ill., and the change of location to Boone County 
occurred in 1S36. He acquired a farm in Spring 
Township, to the improvement and operation of 
which he devoted his energies for many years. 
While a member of that community he took a 
deep interest in all that pertained to the general 
welfare, contributing liberally to the building of 
churches and schoolhouse and the betterment of 
the public roads. He still retains the ownership 
of his farm in Spring Towuship. Mr. Shattuck 
indulges in many reminiscences of the pioneer 
period, among which his recollection of seeing 
“Big Thunder," the Indian chief, sitting dead 
where the court house now stands. The body 
was enclosed in a pen about five feet square, 
made of slabs cut from trees, and placed upright 
in the ground. The chief’s head had fallen 
off. 

The marriage of Mr. Shattuck to Harriet 
Brett, before alluded to, took place August 30, 
1S47. Mrs. Shattuck was born in Ashtabula 
County, Ohio, November 6, 1827, and died Janu¬ 
ary 30, 1907. Their family consisted of five 
children, namely: William L. and Lam, both 
of Spring Township; Albert J., of Belvidere; 
Ada (Mrs. Davs), of Herbert, Ill.; and Julia 
(Mrs. Chamberlain), of Belvidere. 

In early life the political connection of Mr. 
Shattuck was with the Democratic party, but 
he has long been a Republican, having been re¬ 
peatedly elected to office on that ticket. He has 
served as road commissioner, township collector 
and as school treasurer, director and trustee. For 
more than forty years he has been a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

SHAW, William H., a retired farmer of Belvi¬ 
dere. Boone County, 111., is widely recognized as 
a man of strong character, strict integrity and 
abundant financial resources. He is the pro¬ 
prietor of the Edgewood stock farm, situated 
four and a half miles west of Belvidere and half 
a mile north of Newburgh, and has the distinc- 
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tlou of owning there one of the oldest land¬ 
marks in Northern Illinois, a residence, the 
erection of which dates back to the ’forties; 
Originally built of heavy timbers covered With 
walnut weather boarding, about forty years after 
its construction, it was encased with brick. For 
seventeen years it has been the home of Mr. 
Shaw, who has been engaged in the breeding of 
Percheron and Shire horses, Shorthorn cattle 
and thoroughbred hogs. Although he has dis¬ 
continued this work, he still takes considerable 
interest in horseflesh, especially from the speed 
standpoint, owning a number of valuable and 
. well known light harness horses, with which, in 
the proper season, he is generally found making 
the recognized racing circuits of Illinois, Wiscon¬ 
sin and Iowa. He is a popular member of the 
Gentlemen's Driving Club of Chicago, his pride 
being to develop speed rather than to secure fi¬ 
nancial returns. He owns two fine farms of 
three hundred and seventy acres, which are op¬ 
erated by tenants, with whom he is in partner¬ 
ship co-operating in the general management. 
•Ail the stock is held jointly, particularly that 
devoted to dairy purposes, to. which the place is 
especially adapted. 

William II. Shaw was born in Chicago, July 9, 
1S58, and is the only sou of William Walden and 
Mary Ann (Harrison) Shaw, of English nativ¬ 
ity, the old'ancestral mansion being situated in 
Boston, one of England’s historic cities. At the 
age of twenty-one years William W. Shaw came 
to America in 1850, and was married to Mary 
Ann Harrison in Chicago. He was a teamster 
by occupation, but she urged him to secure an 
education, which he did by attending night 
schools and pursuing a course in Beil’s Com¬ 
mercial College. He then secured a position as 
book-keeper in a mechanical baking concern, and 
remained with its successor, the well known 
“Dake Bakery,” his salary being advanced from 
$9 per week to $2,000 per annum. In 1890, on 
the organization of the American Biscuit Com¬ 
pany, he became a stock-holder in that corpora¬ 
tion, and- was chosen its treasurer. Thence¬ 
forth, he was one of the influential managers of 
that great enterprise, accumulating a fortune. 
He died In February, 1905. his wife having 
passed away in 1859. 

While a babe the subject of this sketch was 
taken to England and there baptized in the old 
church of his father, as William Walden Har¬ 
rison Shaw. Romantic circumstances attended 


the marriage of his father. Soon after he lo¬ 
cated in Chicago, the cholera broke out there 
and he was stricken with the dread disease, his 
name and old-country residence being'published. 
His future wife saw this notice, and noting the 
fact that he came from the vicinity of her form¬ 
er home in England, called at the hospital 
where he was, and after pleading with those in 
charge, was permitted to nurse him. Recover¬ 
ing under her kindly ministrations, he fell in 
love with her, and she became the guiding star 
that Jed him on to a successful career. One of 
the associates of William W. Shaw in the Amer¬ 
ican Biscuit Company, was Samuel B. Walker, 
whose stage coaches were once the principal 
means of conveyance from Chicago across the 
State to Galena. The projected, but now-van¬ 
ished, city of Newburgh, before alluded to, was 
the half-way stopping point on the line) and it 
was near this place that the son of the old stage- 
owner’s partner ultimately secured a delightful 
home. 

As a young man, William H. Shaw began his 
life in Boone County, and for about four years 
was in the employ of the late Eli Bogardus. who 
is remembered as the great broom-corn raiser of 
this region. Mr. Shaw was also employed to es¬ 
tablish the first creamery route in his locality, 
at a time when cream was only bought by the 
well-to-do classes; and, while the idea was a 
novel one to the producers, and it was a difficult 
task at the outset to convince them of the fair¬ 
ness of the scheme, he succeeded in establishing 
twelve cream routes, and is still patronized by 
many citizens in that connection. 

Besides his extensive interests in Boone Coun¬ 
ty, Mr. Shaw owns a stock and grain farm com¬ 
prising a whole section of land near Planking- 
ton, S. D., which he has developed into a valu¬ 
able property. 

At Fairbury, Ill., on March 4, 188G, Mr, Shaw 
was united in marriage with Nettie Flora Sharp, 
of that city, the daughter of David and Mary 
Ann (Barber) Sharp, natives of England, whose 
nuptials took place at Painesville, Ohio, where 
Mrs. Shaw was born June 19, 1861. From the 
age of five years she was reared at Fairbury. 
In girlhood, she became a member of the Metho¬ 
dist Episcopal Church, in which she has always 
been an active, influential and effective worker. 
Four children were bom to Mr. and Mrs. 
Shaw, namely, Mary Ann aud William Walden, 
both high school students; Annette, attending 
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s.-booi at Belvidere, and Robert David, who died 
in infancy. Mr. Shaw is a Republican in poli- 


SHEARMAN, WiUette Helm,—The Shearman 
family is one of the most distinguished in the 
history of the New World. Representatives of 
it came from England in 1633, and served in all 
of the Indian conflicts and the Revolutionary 
War. The first American ancestor of Mr. Shear¬ 
man settled on Rhode Island in March, 1638, and 
through the advice of Roger Williams purchased 
the island from the Indians. He was the first 
secretary of the government formed there at 
that time, and held various public offices. He 
added the “a” to his name and his descendants 
have continued to write it that way. General 
Tecumseh Sherman and Hon. John Sherman are 
descendants from another branch of the family. 
An uncle, R. U. Sherman, was speaker of the 
lower house of Congress at Washington for sev¬ 
eral years. His son, James S. Sherman, is now 
a Congressman from New York and candidate 
for vice-president on the Republican ticket in 
1008. Grandfather Willette H. was a lawyer. 

On the maternal side of the house, the Mann 
family came of English stock and held important 
positions of trust under King James I. They 
emigrated to the colonies in 1650 and settled 
near Boston. The grandfather of Mr. Shearman 
came to Elgin in 1838. A few years later he 
was appointed surveyor and surveyed nearly all 
of Kane County. During the Civil War he was 
a gallant soldier and held the rank of major. 
After the capture of Vicksburg he was appointed 
civil engineer, and after the war went into the 
business of making maps of several of the states. 
Major Mann was a very remarkable old gentle¬ 
man, for at the time of his death he was hold¬ 
ing the position of city engineer at Elgin, Ill., 
although then eighty-six years of age. 

Willette H. Shearman was born at Batavia, 
Ill., May 28, 1874, a son of Eben Brown and 
Mary Wright (Mann) Shearman. Eben Brown 
Shearman is a watchmaker located at Elgin and 
for three terms was alderman of the city. Mr. 
Shearman was educated In the public schools of 
Elgin, and later he took a course in English and 
manual training in the Elgin Academy, being 
graduated from the business department of that 
institution. In 1890 he entered the employ of 
the American Gas Company at Elgin, and two 
years later, at the age of eighteen, was sent to 
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Portage, Wis., to take charge of the gas busi¬ 
ness there for that company. A year later he 
returned to Elgin, when he entered upon his 
business course at the academy. Having thus 
fitted himself for a better position, in 1894 Mr. 
Shearman entered the employ of the Borden 
Condensed Milk Company as timekeeper. When 
the plant at Belvidere was built in 1895, he 
was transferred here as bookkeeper and on 
July 1, 1899, he was promoted to the position 
of superintendent, which responsible office he 
now holds, faithfully and efficiently discharging 
the duties of his charge. Under bis manage¬ 
ment the business has increased very materially 
and he has affairs well in hand. He thoroughly 
understands every detail and gives his personal 
attention to the works. 

On May 17, 1S98, Mr. Shearman was married 
to Elizabeth Jane Fair of Belvidere, and two 
children have been bom to them: Mary Lucile 
and Willette Fair, two bright little ones. In 
politics Mr. Shearman is a Republican, and 
served as alderman of Belvidere from 1905 to 
1907. In religious belief he is a Protestant. In 
1005 Mr. Shearman assisted in the organization 
of the Belvidere Chautauqua Assembly, and has 
been its secretary since that date. His w'ork in 
this association is of such a nature as to reflect 
much credit upon him. As a business man and 
executive, Mr. Shearman is almost without a 
peer along his lines, and his employers, as well 
as the community at large, have every confidence 
in him. 

SHIRLEY, Lewis, farmer and stock raiser, 
Flora Township, Boone County, Ill. It is prob¬ 
able that no man ever lived who was 
brought up to till the soil and eventually drifted 
away to some other field of endeavor who did 
not return to the soil or sometime acknowledge 
a longing to do so. Mother Earth is always call¬ 
ing her own and in time and, in a purely literal 
sense, she always gets her own; but we are refer¬ 
ring now to her call to the farmer. The truth 
of these remarks is illustrated in the career of 
Lewis Shirley, who left the farm to become a 
miner, and later turned bis back on the mines 
to become a farmer. 

Mr. Shirley was ibom on a farm in Laporte 
County, Ind., January 12, 1833, a son of Lewis 
and Julia (Keith) Shirley, the former a native 
of,Virginia and the latter of Ohio. In 1S35 the 
elder Shirley removed with his family from 
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Laporte County to Winnebago County, III., where 
he settled and where he and his good wife lived 
out their allotted days, he surviving to an ad¬ 
vanced age. Of their children seven grew to 
manhood and womanhood. The subject of this 
sketch was one of the younger members of the 
family and was only three years old when his 
parents brought him to Illinois. He was brought 
up on his father’s farm, gaining an education in 
public schools near his.home. In early life he 
went to Nevada, where he put in about five 
years as a miner, but, as has been stated, eventu¬ 
ally returned to the farm. He married at Hamp¬ 
shire, Ill., November 13, 1864, Miss Leah Ream, 
who died February 28, 1876. having borne him 
six children, named as follows: Celestia E. is 
the wife of Herman J. Bennett; Flora E. died 
January 2, 1881, aged thirteen years; Carrie A. 
died July 18, 1903, aged thirty-five years; Ros¬ 
well R. was the next in order of birth; Gertrude 
died March 23, 1881, aged seven years; Delbert 
W. is the last in order of birth. Mr. Shirley 
married for his second wife Miss Sophia Smith, 
a native of Ohio, bom July 21, 1841, who died 
September 17, 1907, having borne him a son 
whom they named James L. 

As a farmer and stock-raiser Mr. Shirley has 
won distinguishing success. He is the owner 
now of about six hundred acres of land in Boone 
and Winnebago Counties, improved and produc¬ 
tive, fitted out with good buildings and with 
all essentials to profitable operation. In town¬ 
ship affairs he has taken an active and helpful 
Interest and, from time to time, has been called 
to fill different township offices. Politically he 
Is a Republican, devoted heart and soul to pro¬ 
hibition. As a member of the Methodist Episco¬ 
pal Church he has done much to advance the 
local organization of that denomination, and his 
wife, recently deceased, was an active worker for 
church and Sunday School interests. His suc¬ 
cess in life has been honestly won and most 
worthily does he enjoy it, always in full recog¬ 
nition of the rights of his fellow men and always 
with an earnest desire for their advancement In 
every worthy way. 

SMEDLEY, Nathan.—The venerable Nathan 
Smedley, formerly of Belvidere, Ill., but now of 
Chicago, is probably one of the oldest living set¬ 
tlers of Boone County, born June C, 1831, in 
Northeast, Erie County, Pa., whence he came 
west in 1843 with his father, Dr. Ephraim Smed¬ 


ley. The Smedley family history is of interest, 
there being a complete genealogy of the same in 
the Newberry and other libraries; Mr. Smedley 
also owning one of these precious volumes, as 
well as a large framed coat of arms. Some three 
hundred years ago the family settled at Litch¬ 
field, Conn., where some of its members of a later 
period participated in the Indian and Revolu¬ 
tionary wars, ever proving themselves brave, de¬ 
voted patriots. One of the ancestors, Admiral 
Smedley, captured an English battle-ship from 
King George. Another relative, Smedley D. 
Butler, was one of the first of the allied forces 
upon the Chinese Wall at Tien-Tsin, China, in 
the first action during the Boxer uprising. Dr. 
Lyman Dwight Smedley, a brother of Nathan, Is 
mentioned in this history as a surgeon in the 
War of the Rebellion, and in charge of the Fed¬ 
eral Camp in Chicago during that conflict Many 
others are also referred to, but space forbids 
further account of them. 

The Smedley homestead, all of which has been 
destroyed except the doorsill, which has been pre¬ 
served in a museum built on the spot where the 
family residence once stood, sheltered many of 
the family, and there Dr. Ephraim Smedley was 
born, reared, and whence he went to Yale Medi¬ 
cal College, from which he was graduated. There, 
too, his children were bom, and yet as they mul¬ 
tiplied he felt the need to go further west, and 
in 1S43 took his little family in one of the can¬ 
vas-covered wagons drawn by oxen, and set out 
on the long trip across country. Nathan and his 
brother, Lyman Dwight Smedley, who died in 
Nashua, Iowa, in 1906, walked to Belvidere from 
Chicago, where they had landed - from a sailing 
vessel. At the time the family passed through 
Chicago, there was but little to recommend it or 
to foreshadow its future greatness. Indeed, at 
that time Belvidere was the lafger place and 
much better situated. Reaching Belvidere the 
family settled on the farm still owned by Mr. 
Smedley, which had been deeded by the Gov¬ 
ernment to Seth 8. Whitman, and purchased by 
Dr. Ephraim Smedley. 

Nathan Smedley soon recognized the possibil¬ 
ities of the new home and, when still a boy, 
began contracting and building and became one 
of the most extensive contractors in Boone Coun¬ 
ty. He purchased a farm bearing Niagara Lime¬ 
stone, which was being used extensively for 
building purposes, and erected a residence on 
the north bank of the Kislnvaukee River, be- 
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sides several smaller stone buildings on the same 
property, which is now marked by the Smedley 
Place which towers above other buildings, and 
can be seen for miles around. For fifty years 
Mr. Smedley was identified with extensive build¬ 
ing operations in Belvidere and Boone County, 
and for that period there was scarcely a build¬ 
ing ]put up that did not contain some of his work. 
After the death- of his wife in 1893, Mr. Smed- 
iey removed to Chicago, first living at No. 138 
Wells Street, in order to be near his sons, Dr. 
James E. and Dr. Nathan J., but after thirteen 
years he decided to go into one of the suburbs, 
and he and his daughter now live with his niece, 
Dr. Emma J. Warren, No. 085 LeMoyne Street, 
comer of St. Louis Avenue. As this is adjacent 
to Humboldt Park, the active old gentleman has 
been able to take sufficient exercise along its 
walks. When he first came to Chicago he en¬ 
joyed riding about on his bicycle, but increasing 
years and infirmities made this mode of loco¬ 
motion unsafe. 

When President Lincoln issued the first call 
for troops many responded, but they were but 
raw recruits, and Nathan Smedley can relate 
many amusing and interesting experiences dur¬ 
ing his two periods of enlistment. Finally he 
was discharged on account of disability. In 
1SC1, not satisfied, this patriot started on a tour 
with General Hurlbut to raise a regiment. He 
has never sought a pension, although eligible for 
one, because he personally does not believe in the 
practice of granting them. He has always been 
a Republican, but never would accept public 
preferment. During the exciting times prior to 
tile war he bore his part in the Abolitionist move¬ 
ment and assisted many negroes to escape. 
Sturdy, energetic and strong, he‘enjoyed swim¬ 
ming and diving and saved many persons from 
drowning. While he never seemed to mind any 
amount of work, the strain he often put upon 
himself has told upon his heart, which is now 
weak in its action. Fraternally he was a Royal 
Arch Mason from young manhood, joining the 
Masonic fraternity in Belvidere. 

In July, 1854, Mr. Smedley married Adeline 
Dorothy Warren, a resident of Charlotte, Mich., 
on the lawn in front of his home. She was born 
in Andes County, N. Y., a descendant of Gener¬ 
al Joseph Warren, of Revolutionary fame. Her 
death occurred in 1S93 in the residence where 
she had spent her married life. Seven children 
were born of this marriage: Frank Elmer was 


an attorney at Dundee, Ill., but died at the 
homestead; Frederick Warren was a professor 
in the Chicago University for many years and 
also Director of the Department of Child Study 
of the Chicago Public Schools, became a world- 
famed educator and lecturer on psychology, 
died in Chicago in 1903 and is buried at Belvi¬ 
dere ; Dr. Nathan J.; Dr. James E.; one daugh¬ 
ter, who resides with her father; Mattie Ade¬ 
line, who was killed in childhood, and Charles 
Chester of the Northwestern University, who 
was injured in an athletic exhibition and died 
soon thereafter. Mr. Smedley has always been 
very proud of his children and given them ev¬ 
ery advantage. 

Naturally Mr. Smedley has friends without 
number all through the State. In the old days 
his home was the center of attraction and he de¬ 
lighted in a house full of guests whom, being a 
violinist and vocalist, he would entertain with 
music and with pleasant stories. His type is 
passing away. The present generation have no 
time to cultivate the many courtesies which 
have always been so natural to him, and those 
who know this revered old gentleman honor him 
and are proud of him and what he has accom¬ 
plished in his great work of developing Illinois 
and securing her supremacy among the Central 
States. 

SMITH, Bion B., farmer, Flora Township, 
Boone County, Ill. If it could be given in its en¬ 
tirety, the family history of Mr. Smith would be 
most interesting and doubtless of considerable 
historical importance. He was bom in Morgan 
County, Ohio, January 15, 1S59, his parents be¬ 
ing Matthew and Isabella (Early) Smith, na¬ 
tives of Ohio, the latter of whom died in 1862. 
The father of Matthew Smith was Adam Smith, 
who, when quite a young man, emigrated from 
Germany with his parents and settled in the vi¬ 
cinity of the present site of Pittsburg, Pa. But 
lttle is known of that somewhat remote ancestor, 
of the subject of this sketch—Adam Smith’s 
father—except that he is reputed to have built 
the first cabin where the city of Pittsburg now 
stands. It is supposed that he died there. He 
left four children who, at his death, were 
thrown upon their own resources. He is believed 
to have been at that time in the prime of life. 
His son Adam died in Morgan County, Ohio, at 
the advanced age of ninety-five years, and his 
wife, who was Miss Isabella Patterson, died 
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there aged eighty-nine years. Bion B. Smith’s 
ancestors in both lines would seem to have been 
people of marked longevity. 

Matthew and Isabella (Early) Smith had two 
children—Blon B. and Mary L. Bion B„ the 
eldest child and only son, was reared on his 
father's farm in Center Township, Morgan 
County, Ohio, and was a member of his father’s 
household until he attained his majority. He 
obtained his elementary education in common 
schools near his home, and then spent a year at 
the Mansfield Normal College, Mansfield, Ohio. 
After finishing his studies at that institution he 
came to DeKalb County, HI., and for two years 
after his arrival found employment as a school 
teacher. Later he accepted a place in the 
creamery of Jefferson Colvin in Kingston Town¬ 
ship, in the county mentioned, where he remained 
three years. He married at Waverly, Iowa, 
October 23, 1884, Miss Isa M. Yontz, a daughter; 
of Henry and Josephine, (White) Yontz, who 
was born in Flora Township, Boone County, 
July 31,1863. Mr. Yontz came to Boone County 
from Ravenna, Ohio, in 1855. He had learned 
and had been employed at the blacksmith’s 
trade, at Which he worked altogether about 
twenty-seven years, excepting during oue year 
when he lived at Flora, which was the year 
succeeding his marriage to Miss White, which 
was celebrated at Belvidere. In 1877 he re¬ 
moved to Iowa, ■where he lived until 18SS, dur¬ 
ing which time he was engaged in farming. Re¬ 
turning to Belvidere in the year last mentioned, 
he entered the employ of the National Sewing 
Machine Company. His wife bore him three 
children: Isa M„ Edgar E. and Daisy A. 

After his marriage, Bion B. Smith farmed for 
a year in Kingston Township, DeKalb Count}’, 
Ill. Then for twelve years he was superinten¬ 
dent of the creamery of the Blood’s Point Cream¬ 
ery Company in Flora Township. His next em¬ 
ployment was with the National Sewing Machine 
Company of Belvidere, where he remained three 
years. In April, 1902, he located on his farm of 
one hundred acres in Flora Township. While 
giving attention to general farming, he makes a 
specialty of fine stock, in the raising and handling 
of which he has been quite successful. Of great 
public spirit, he is much Interested in township 
affairs. While in no sense a practical politi¬ 
cian, he is intellectually alert to the progress of 
events throughout the country, and may be safe¬ 


ly relied on to vote for the best candidates for 
office. 

SMITH, William (deceased), machinist and 
farmer, Capron, Leroy Township, Boone County, 
Ill. For reasons over which editors have no 
control, works of the character of this inevitably 
appear to deal more largely with the living than 
with the dead. It is scarcely necessary to assure 
the reader that such is never the deliberate in¬ 
tention. Of most citizens who have passed away 
it is almost Impossible to obtain connected bi¬ 
ographical notes, hence they are represented only 
incidentally, often not very full. In the case of 
the once prominent citizen whose name appears 
above, conditions were, happily, found very dif¬ 
ferent. He died at a comparatively recent date 
and his widow, a woman of unusual intelligence, 
deeply devoted to his memory, was able and 
glad to furnish for use in these pages very com- 
plete biographical material concerning her late 
husband. Many to whom he was once a neighbor 
have been glad also to testify to his ability and 
high character. 

William Smith was bom at Care-Muir, Forfar¬ 
shire, Scotland, March 18, 1832, and died at his 
home in Boone County, August 11, 1905. Born 
on a farm in his native land, he was brought 
up to a knowledge of all the mysteries of farm¬ 
ing and devoted himself to it until he was 
twenty-five yeqrs old. After that, during a some¬ 
what protracted period, he was identified with 
mechanical interests, but though his new career 
was by no means unsuccessful in this line, he 
was compelled by the call of the soil to return 
to farming, in which he achieved results which 
demonstrated that he was not only a bom far¬ 
mer but born to manage business affairs of im¬ 
portance. It should be added in this connection 
that from his youth he had always earnestly 
desired to acquire and own land. 

June 15, 1S54, Mr. Smith married Jane Mel¬ 
ville, also a native of Forfarshire, a daughter 
of John Melville, who was superintendent of a 
linen factory, and at the time of her marriage 
she was between seventeen and eighteen years 
old. About three years later Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith came to the United States and in August, 
1857, arrived at Chicago, where Mr. Smith en¬ 
tered the shops of the Northwestern Railroad 
Company to learn the machinists’ trade. Thus 
he spent seven years, at the expiration of which 
he moved to a farm in Cook County, about fit- 
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teen miles from Chicago. There he labored and 
prospered for about eleven years, when he came 
to Boone County, and there was destined to 
achieve a success that, of its kind, was more than 
noteworthy. In 1S72 he bought a farm in Leroy 
Township, two miles north of Capron. At the 
outset it was only a farm of eighty acres, but 
he added to it by subsequent purchases of land 
until it embraced three hundred and seventy 
acres, and in the meantime he bought other land 
until he owned two other farms in Leroy Town¬ 
ship, which, with his home farm, aggregated five 
hundred and forty acres. He paid for this land 
prices ranging from thirty to sixty dollars an 
acre, and improved it until it was as valuable 
as any land in its vicinity. It may be said of 
his homestead in particular, that it would com¬ 
pare very favorably with any farm in Northern 
Illinois. He rebuilt the house on it and erected 
one of the finest barns in the county. To the 
end of his life he attended diligently to every 
detail of his business, and the fact that he never 
sold any portion of his holdings clearly indicated 
that his ambition to be an extensive land owner 
did not weaken as he advanced in years. Politi¬ 
cally he was a stanch Republican, but was not 
active as a politician, though he was deeply in¬ 
terested in every movement that tended to the 
advancement of the interests of his township and 
county. During the period of the Civil War he 
bought horses for the United States Government. 
Religiously he was reared in the Scotch Pres¬ 
byterian faith, but ou coming to Boone County 
he united with the Methodist Episcopal Church 
at Capron, of the official board of which he was 
long a member. 

William and Jane (Melville) Smith had 
eleven children, three daughters and seven sons 
of whom are living: John, long a master me¬ 
chanic in the employ of the Great Northern Rail¬ 
road Company at Saint Cloud, Minn., has now 
been retired by that corporation on a pension; 
Mary married James Douglass of Capron; Helen 
is living with her mother at Capron; James lives 
on the old Smith homestead; Jane married James 
Phlnney and lives at Harvard, Ill.; George, Rob¬ 
ert, Albert and Charles operate different farms, 
which were originally parts of their late fath¬ 
er’s estate; Alexander died at the age. of two 
years. Besides her own children, Mrs. Smith 
has reared two foster children. One of her 
daughters-in-law died leaving a son named Ellis 
D. Smith, then about a year old, to whom Mrs. 


Smith gave a mother's care and who is now a 
farmer in Leroy Township. She adopted a little 
girl of seven years named Margaret Dickenson, 
who is now the wife of James Harmon of Rock- 
ton, Ill. 

STARR, Frank Wicker, one of the extensive 
real estate dealers of Belvidere, to whose ef¬ 
forts and enterprise are due many of the fine 
improvements which have made Belvidere so 
beautiful a city, has laid out Hinsdale & Starr’s 
Addition, F. W. Starr’s First Addition. F. W. 
Starr’s subdivision, F. W. Starr’s Second Addition 
and Homedale, and his name is known throughout 
Boone County in connection with large realty 
transactions. Mr. Starr is a native of Illinois, 
having been born at Freeport, January 27, 1864, 
a son of Humphrey George and Harriet (Wicker) 
Starr. After finishing a public school course, 
Mr. Starr embarked in a wholesale and retail 
oil business, which he conducted successfully for 
twelve years, or from the time he was twenty 
until he was thirty-two. At that time he sold 
his business to the Standard Oil Company and 
launched into a hardware business, which after 
nine years, he, sold to go Into the realty busi¬ 
ness extensively. He also conducts a loan and 
insurance business and his interests are many 
and widespread. His offices are located at No. 
40C South State Street, Belvidere, while his de¬ 
lightful home is at No. 1019 Pearl Street, 

Mr. Starr married Mary Rohl and they have 
two children, namely: Sidney Keller, born April 
2. 1897, and Pauline Wicker, born March 19, 
1903. In politics Mr. Starr is a Republican, but 
takes no active part in local affairs aside from 
heartily supporting the candidates of his party. 
In religious matters he is a Methodist and is a 
member of the official board of the church of 
that denomination at Belvidere. Fraternally he 
is a Mason and a member of the Modern Wood¬ 
men. Mr. Starr comes of an old family 
on both sides of the house, his mother’s 
ancestors having fought with distinction 
during the Revolutionary War. Mr. Starr 
is without doubt one of the most public spirited 
men of Belvidere, and the remarkable success 
which has attended his efforts demonstrates that 
he understands the requirements of this locality 
and the best way to meet them. In addition to 
bis 1 other large interests, Mr. Starr was one of 
the incorporators of the Columbia Heating 
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Company and of the Boone County Abstract 
Company. 

STARS, John Cambridge, for many years a 
prosperous merchant and prominent citizen of 
Belvldere, Boone County, Ill., was born in 
Whitehall, Washington County, N. X., March 16, 
1839, and since 1855, has been engaged in the 
harness trade in Belvidere, bearing the distinc¬ 
tion at present of being the oldest business man 
in the town. He had served his apprenticeship 
in this line in Whitehall, and came to Boone 
County with his father, George Humphrey Starr, 
and his stepmother, Harriet (Wicker) Starr, in 
the early ’40s. The father died in Belvidere 
at the age of eighty-four years, having lived sev¬ 
eral years in retirement. John C. Starr was 
married at Crystal Lake, Ill., November 20, 1803, 
to Angeline Pendleton, a daughter of Commodore 
Chauneey McDowell Pendleton, of Ticonderoga, 
N. Y., who, in 1S42, settled at Crystal Lake, Ill., 
where Mrs. Starr was born in 1840. The maiden 
name of her mother, who was born in Springfield, 
Vt, was Eliza Tagley. The parents died at 
Crystal Lake at the ages of eighty-four and 
eighty-three years, respectively. 

The subject of this sketch has dealt exclu¬ 
sively in harness, and in company wltn Dr. 
Whitman erected the central store in Belvidere, 
a <’ > Aible brick building, of which he occupies 
one half. Mr. and Mrs. Starr reared four chil¬ 
dren, as follows: Chauneey Pendleton Starr, 
who is in the store with his father; Mary E.; 
William Taylor, who is a chemist in the Walker- 
Gordon Modified Milk Company, Chicago; and 
John Irving, who died September 12, 1903, at the 
age of twenty-four years. Mary E. graduated 
from the high school, and the Normal School at 
Normal, Ill., and taught in the Belvidere schools 
ten years. She is the widow of Edgar J. R. 
Granger, formerly connected with the Chicago & 
Northwestern Railway Company, who died No¬ 
vember 15, 1890. He was born in Toronto, Can¬ 
ada, and was at one time superintendent of a 
Canadian railroad. His death was the result of 
an accident which occurred less than one year 
after his marriage. His widow has since resided 
with her mother, the latter having been an inva¬ 
lid for some years. Mrs. Granger is a worker 
In the Belvidere Literary Club, and for two 
•years has been Vice-President of the Twelfth 


Congressional District Association of the Illi¬ 
nois Federation of Women. 

Politically, Mr. Starr is an old time Repub¬ 
lican, and held the office of Supervisor several 
years. He also served six years as alderman, 
and was a member of the School Board. 

STERLING, George W., farmer and stock-rais¬ 
er, and Hiram S: Tobyne, retired, of Belvidere 
Township, Boone County, Ill. The two subjects 
of this sketch bear to each other the relationship 
of father-in-law and son-in-law. Each man is 
noteworthy in his way, and they are among the 
prominent citizens of their part of the county. 

Hiram S. Tobyne was born near Chatham, 
Canada West, January 18, 1S30. a son of James 
and Susan (Smith) Tobyne, natives of the 
United States, Susan Smith having been born 
in Massachusetts. James Tobyne lived early in 
his life in Vermont near Lake Champlain. In 
the War of JS12-14 he served the cause of his 
country as a soldier. Some time after the war 
he removed to Canada, locating not far from 
Lake Erie. At the outbreak of the Canadian in¬ 
surrection of 1S37, which has passed into history 
as “The Patriot War,” because of his birth be¬ 
low the Canadian line he was believed to be out 
of sympathy with the Colonial Government and 
was several times annoyed by detachments of 
Ciiiir.dian militia. On one occasion a consider¬ 
able number of Canadian soldiers visited his 
house during his absence and intimidated his 
wife, compelling her to provide them with a meal 
of victuals. Of course his life was at no time 
threatened, but his associations were so distaste¬ 
ful to him that be decided to return to the 
United States, Selling his stock at less than its 
value and winding up his nffairs as well as he 
could, be left Canada in March, 1S37, about a 
month later arriving in Boone County, Ill. He 
had determined to come to Illinois, but had de¬ 
cided upon no particular point for settlement. 
He made the journey by horse and wagon, cross¬ 
ing the end of Lake Erie on the ice, and meeting 
with other adventures as interesting as they 
were perilous. _ The country round about Belvi¬ 
dere looked good to him, and he soon took up 
some government land on Beaver Creek in Belvi¬ 
dere Township, five miles northwest of the then 
future city. Naturally, one of the first things 
that he did was to erect a little log house, which 
sheltered his family until he could build a better 
residence. In time the brick house now stand- 
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ing on his farm came into existence. In that 
house he died April 15, 1865, the day of the 
death of President Lincoln, and there, too, his 
widow died in June. 1879. He attained the age 
of seventy-two years, and his wife that of 
eighty years. Of their children, only one, Hiram 
S. Tobyne, the subject of a part of this article, 
is living. 

Hiram S. Tobyne was a little more than seven 
years old when his parents brought him from 
Canada to Boone County. His boyhood and 
youth were passed in obtaining such an educa¬ 
tion as was afforded in the schools near his home 
and in gaining, under his father’s able instruc¬ 
tion, a practical knowledge of farming. 1-Ie mar¬ 
ried Sarah E. Murphy, May 20, 1S53, when he 
was well advanced in his twenty-fourth year. 
Miss Murphy, who was bom in St. Joseph 
County, Ind., June 20, 1S35, was a daughter of 
John and Elizabeth Murphy. Early in 1S50 he 
moved into Boone County, locating on Beaver 
Creek, where they secured land and improved a 
farm. They died at Belvidere. Nearly all of 
the active life of Mr. Tobyne was spent in the 
neighborhood in which his father settled on 
coming from Canada. Eventually, he retired 
to Belvidere in 1803, and there his wife 
died in 1004. Their daughter, Eliza V., was 
born in Winnebago County, Ill., January 16, 
1855, who on January 27, 1874, became 

the wife of George W. Sterling. George W. Ster¬ 
ling came to Illinois when he was about thir¬ 
teen years old. The father had gone to Cal¬ 
ifornia in 1840, the year of the boy’s birth, and 
died there. From the time of his arrival in the 
State until he was married, George was a mem¬ 
ber of the family of Joshua Heath, in Winneba¬ 
go County. Such education as' he was able to ob¬ 
tain he gained by attendance during short win¬ 
ter terms at common schools. He was married 
/at the age of twenty-three years, and lived in 
Guilford, Winnebago County, until 1803, when 
he bought his present home, which was included 
in the original James Tobyne purchase. He 
owns also eighty acres of the Tobyne land, and 
has in his possession papers for it issued to Mr. 
Tobyne by the United States Government. The 
Sterling farm is on the famous “Mile Strip,” 
which was a bone of contention between Moone 
and Winnebago Counties for some years. Mr. 
Sterling gives his attention to general farming 
and keeps from eighteen to twenty cows and 
breeds hogs. 


George W. and Eiiza V. (Tobyne) Sterling 
have become the parents of children, named as 
follows, in their order of birth: Daisy A., is the 
wife of Arthur J. Van Epps, a biographical 
sketch of whom appears elsewhere in these 
pages; Eva L„ married Frank Pierce, who is an 
expert mechanic at Belvidere; S. Millis, is the 
wife of Bernard F. Speirling, who operates her 
father’s old homestead in Winnebago County; 
Mabel C., is a teacher in the Boone County 
Schools; Mrs. Van Epps was also a teacher be¬ 
fore her marriage. He and all the members of 
his family are identified with the Baptist 
Church at Belvidere. All four of Mrs. Sterling’s 
grandparents were members of the Baptist 
Church, and the Tobynes were among the organ¬ 
izers of bodies of that denomination in this part 
of Illinois. Mr. Sterling is a liberal supporter 
of every interest of the church. 

STEURER, Fred J., who, beginning his life in 
this country as a day laborer without friends or 
money, has by his own industry, perseverance 
and economy become the owner of one of the 
best farms in Spring Township, Boone County, 
Ill., as well as a prominent citizen of the com¬ 
munity', was born in Baden, Germany, near the 
River Rhine, November 7, 1861. He is a son of 
George Steurer, who died in Germany in 1872. 
His mother, Katharina (Fidder) Steurer, came 
from her native land to this country in 18S6, 
and has since made her home with the subject 
of this sketch. She and her husband had four 
children, of whom George, Jacob, and Fred J. 
reached the years of maturity. 

Fred J. Steurer remained in Germany until 
he was nearly twenty-one years of age, when he 
crossed the ocean to the United States. In the 
fatherland he learned the baker’s trade, and also 
worked at farm labor. On coming to this country 
he first went to Altoona, Pa., where he was em¬ 
ployed in the foundry of the Pennsylvania Rail¬ 
road Company. After working there a few 
mouths, he followed his trade of baker a short 
time in Altoona, and then went to Northern 
Wisconsin, where he spent eighteen months in 
labor. In April, 1884, he located in De Kalb 
County. Ill., hiring out two years as a farm 
laborer. At the end of this period he rented a 
farm for five years and then bought one hundred 
and twenty acres of land In Spring Township, 
Boone Count}', where he now lives. To this he 
added sixty acres more three years later, and his 
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present farm of one hundred and eighty acres 
is well improved, having upon it substantial and 
convenient buildings. In connection with his 
fanning operations, he has been engaged in buy¬ 
ing and shipping live stock for several years, 
with profitable results. He is one of the direct¬ 
ors of the Fanners’ State Bank of Belvidere. 

On February 25, 18SC, Mr. Steurer was mar¬ 
ried to Mary Schandelmeier, bom in Baden, 
Germany, May 14, 1SG4. Mr. and Mrs. Steurer 
are the parents of five children, as follows: 
Walter F., born December 3, 18S7; Harry T., 
born October 29, 1S91; Clarence H., born No¬ 
vember 2G, 189S; Irving C., born March 29, 
1900; and Ross W., born May 2S, 1902. 

Politically Mr. Steurer is a Republican and 
has held the office of school director. He and his 
excellent wife are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

STEVENSON, Hugh Blair, attorney-at-law. 
Capron, Boone County, Ill. In any community 
a lawyer who has a proper appreciation of his 
duty to courts, to the public and to himself is a 
useful citizen. From the very nature of his 
profession he becomes, in a purely social way, 
the adviser of his neighbors in many important 
matters, and before the courts and otherwise he 
adjusts their misunderstandings, settles their 
disputes and acts as a peacemaker in many exi¬ 
gencies in which he might even more easily be a 
promoter of dissension and confusion, and in 
the course of events he safeguards the property 
of the living, equitably divides the property left 
by the dead and protects widows and orphans in 
their rights. In these statements will be recog¬ 
nized a brief description of the Christian law¬ 
yer, aud there are many such in all parts of our 
land. A notable proof of this last assertion will 
appear in the consideration of the career of the 
prominent citizen of Capron whose name is 
above. 

Hugh Blair Stevenson was bom in Dunham, 
McHenry County, Ill., May 6, 1851, a son of 
Auchrom and Jane Stevenson, both of whom 
have passed to their reward. Mr. and Mrs. 
Stevenson came to McHenry County soon after 
the year 1840, ai!d invested there in government 
land. Of Scotch and French ancestry, respec¬ 
tively, they were born in County Armagh, Ire¬ 
land. and were there married not many years 
before they came to the United States. Mr. 
Stevenson learned the weaver’s trade and de¬ 


voted his earlier years to it. He died at the age 
of eighty-five years, his wife dying less than 
five years later, aged eighty-three years. Until 
his death there had not been a death in his' 
family in half a century. They had four sons 
who grew to maturity: James, who lives at 
Belvidere, Ill.; D. A., who was a chief clerk in 
the employ of the Pennsylvania Central Rail¬ 
road Company at Pittsburg, Pa., and died there; 
Thomas J. lives on the old family homestead in 
McHenry County; Hugh Blair remained under 
the paternal roof until his admission to the bar, 
except while he was pursuing his studies at 
Sharon Academy, the Northwestern University, 
the Chicago University and the Union Law 
School. 

From the last named institution Hugh B. 
Stevenson was graduated with the class of 1S75. 
The degree of LL. D. was conferred upon him by 
Nashville (Tenn.) College. He began the prac¬ 
tice of his profession at Capron in 1875, and 
has continued it there without a break for a 
third of a century. In such n community his 
practice has necessarily been general and much 
of it lias been in the probate court He has acted 
as administrator of estates, as executor of wills 
and as guardian of several children. He prac¬ 
tices in all the courts of Illinois and his success 
lias been very satisfactory. He is not of the 
class of lawyers who make their profession a 
stepping-stone to political advancement, and he 
has generally refused offices when they have 
been urged upon his consideration, though his 
interest in the local welfare led him to accept 
the presidency of the village board of Capron. 
On August S, 190S, he received the nomination 
for state’s attorney of Boone County, and if 
elected, his friends believe he will make an 
efficient officer. He is a Royal Arch Mason, and 
has passed all the chairs in lodge and encamp¬ 
ment in the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
and holds membership in the Order of Mystic 
Workers, Court of Honor, Knights of the Globe, 
and Modern Woodmen, at the present time 
(190S) being Venerable Consul of the latter 
order. A member of the Christian Church, he 
has been Superintendent of the local Sunday 
School of that denomination several years, and 
is Vice-President of the Boone County Sunday 
School Association. 

On April 3, 1S7S. Mr. Stevenson married Miss 
Ida Stow, daughter of John D. and Mary J. 
(Wngar) Stow. Mr. Stow was a sou of Hiram 
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Stow, who came to Boone County from Broome 
County, N. Y., and settled in Bonus Township. 
At a comparatively early date he had a store 
at Russelville. Boone County, Ill., for some 
years, and when the railroad was constructed 
through Capron, he opened the first store there 
For a time during the period of the Civil War 
he was Supervisor of Boone Township. He 
died in 1S65, aged thirty-nine years, and his 
widow is still living at Capron. Mrs. Stevenson 
was their only child. Formerly she was a suc¬ 
cessful teacher of music, and by practice has 
maintained her efficiency as a musician. She 
was one of the charter members of the Christian 
Church at Capron. Mr. and Mrs. Stevenson 
have a son, Claude A. Stevenson, now aged 
twenty-six years, who is a telegraph operator 
at Capron. 

STIMEES, Ole 0., one of the large stockmen 
and successful farmers of Boone Township, was 
bom in Norway, February IS, 1838, a son of Ole 
Stimees. In 1S3.1 he came to the United States 
on a sailing vessel that took eight and one-half 
weeks on the voyage. From New York he came 
by rail to El^in, and there bought an ox-team 
with which he made the last stage of his trip 
to this township, where Ender Stimees and 
Lewis Johnson had already settled. They, with 
probably two dozen other families, formed a little 
settlement. The elder Ole Stimees settled in 
this vicinity, about one-half mile from Ole O. 
Stimees’ present farm, but the father died about 
six years after coming to America, when he was 
sixty-two. His wife died at fifty-two. The pa¬ 
rents had these children: Emily, who married 
Elias Deming, a railroad conductor of Chicago; 
Ole; Betsey married Charles Wilkins of Oak 
Park; Henry died at the age of twenty-one; an¬ 
other son, who died at the age of fifty-five, was a 
railroad conductor, and Alfred, who is a farmer 
In Brown County, S. D. 

Ole O. Stimees when still a boy went to Chi¬ 
cago, but two years later returned home and 
worked for his father until the latter’s death, 
when he took charge of the farm. He now owns 
four hundred and seventy-eight acres of land in 
three farms, operated by himself and sons. He 
has devoted himself to stock-raising and dairy¬ 
ing. and milks 35 cows. In 1000 he erected a 
fine house, and his large barn was built in 1SSS. 

In 1S60 Mr. Stimes was married to Lena Ben¬ 
son, a sister of John and Ben Benson, and who 


as a child crossed the ocean on the same ves¬ 
sel as her future husband. She worked in Chi¬ 
cago prior to her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. 
Stimees have had children as follows: Tena, 
married Albert Helmanson and died at the age 
of thirty-nine; Otis, a painter in Chicago; Levi, 
of North Dakota; David, one of his father’s 
farmers; Henry, at home; Severt, a conductor 
on the Chicago & St. Louis Railroad; Joseph, a 
conductor on the same line; Cora, Frank, Julius, 
Mamie and Amos, at home; Hattie, a teacher in 
the home school; Alfred, a student of Beloit Col¬ 
lege. Mr. Stimees is a Republican, and has kept 
himself free from mere partisan affairs. He is a 
member of the Lutheran Church of Capron. Mr. 
Stimees is an excellent farmer, a good citizen and 
a thoroughly representative man of his town¬ 
ship. 

SWIFT, Arthur Wesley, M. D., of Belvidere, 
Ill., whose reputation as a competent and faith¬ 
ful medical practitioner extends beyond the bor¬ 
ders of Boone County, was born in Nunda, Liv¬ 
ingston County, N. Y., July 10, 1860, a son of 
Prosper and Mary A. (Cleveland) Swift, who 
were also natives of New York. The father, 
who was a carpenter by trade in Nunda, during 
the Civil War enlisted in the One Hundred and 
Thirtieth New York Volunteer Infantry, later 
was a member of the First New York Dragoons, 
and on August 5, 1802, at Portage, N. Y., was 
mustered in as a Sergeant in Company I, same 
organization, was promoted to First Sergeant 
April 1, 1S64, and to First Lieutenant August 
1st of the same year. On October 19, ISlH, he 
was killed in the battle of Cedar Creek, Vn. 
Lieut. Prosper Swift was a Republican in poli¬ 
tics, and a strict member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and by his union with Mary 
A. Cleveland, became the father of two children 
—the subject of this sketch and a brother who 
died at nine years of age. In 1866 the family 
removed west, settling at Belvidere, III., where 
the son, Arthur Wesley, received a good literary 
education, and later read medicine with Dr. 
Whitman of that place. Subsequently entering 
the Chicago Homeopathic Medical College, he 
was graduated from that institution, when he 
at once came to Belvidere and spent the first 
eleven years of his professional career in part¬ 
nership with his former tutor, Dr Whitman. In 
1S9G this partnership was dissolved, and during 
the same year Dr. Swift became associated with 
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Dr. R. E. Andrews, this relation continuing un¬ 
til 1905, and since the latter date, Dr, Swift 
has been engaged In practice alone. 

In 1885, Dr. Swift was married at Belvidere, 
III., to Jessie Curtis, a.daughter of Charles and 
Mary Ann (Mounsey) Curtis, the former a pio¬ 
neer settler of Boone County, and of this union 
there have been two children, Harold Arthur 
and Helen Louise. Politically, Dr. Swift is a 
Republican; in 1900 was elected Alderman -of 
the city of Belvidere, serving one year, when 
in 1901, he was elected Mayor, continuing in 
this office until 1903. He has also served as a 
member of the Board of Health seven years, for 
eight years has been Precinct Committeeman, 
and for four years member of the Senatorial 
Committee for Boone County. In his profession¬ 
al relations, he is a member of the Boone 
County Medical Society, the Northwestern 
Homeopathic Medical Association, the Ameri¬ 
can Institute of Homeopathy, and the Illinois 
State Medical Society. He is also Medical Ex¬ 
aminer for a number of Societies and Life In¬ 
surance Companies, and Secretary of the United 
States Board of Pension Examiners at Belvidere. 
His religious associations are with the Metho¬ 
dist Episcopal Church, in which he holds the 
office of Trustee, and fraternally is identified 
with the Masonic Order as a member of Belvi¬ 
dere Lodge No. 60, A. F. & A. M.; Kishwaukee 
Chapter R. A. M. No. 90; K. T. Crusader Com- 
mandery No. 17, Rockford, Ill.; and Tebala 
Lodge, Mystic Shrine, of Rockford. 

'Dr. Swift has had a sucessful career in his 
profession, and socially is regarded as an af¬ 
fable and pleasant gentleman. 

THOMPSON, Ole, (deceased.)—The late Ole 
Thompson was born in Norway, October 14, 1837 
and died September 28, 1898, on his farm four 
miles northwest of Capron in LeRoy Township 
Boone County. In 1841 Mr. Thompson was 
brought to America and remained at home until 
he attained his majority, when he went to Cali¬ 
fornia, where he engaged in mining for seven 
years, but returned home in 1866 and on July 
6th of that year, married Margaret Bean. Mrs. 
Thompson was born in Norway in 1841 and was 
three years of age when brought by her parents 
to Illinois. The Norse spelling of the family 
name bothered his American neighbors, so Mrs. 
Thompson was born in Norway in 1841, and was 
settled in Capron, where he died of consumption 


at the age of thirty-two, when his daughter was 
eight years old. Margaret Bean had a brother 
Knute, and a sister, Elizabeth. Knute was only 
ten years old when his father died, and he had 
to take charge of affairs. The widow had. noth¬ 
ing but the wild land her husband has secured 
and they all worked very hard, but the mother 
lived to see her children happily married. Eliz¬ 
abeth married Lewis Goodsell, but died of con¬ 
sumption at thirty-two. Knute is a prosperous 
farmer on the farm adjoining the homestead. 
On the latter the cabin in which they made their 
brave fight against poverty is still standing. 

After marriage Mr. Thompson took a position 
with his brother-in-law, Lewis Goodsell, and op¬ 
erated a gristmill, in time replacing the old mill 
with a new one. After ten years he exchanged 
his share for a farm of 57 acres in LeRoy Town¬ 
ship, to which he added, until at the time of his 
death the property was a very valuable one. He 
put up a good house, barn and other buildings, 
and he and his wife were very comfortable 
there. Mr. Thompson embarked in other lines 
and made a success of whatever he undertook. 
Kind-hearted, genial, always ready to look on the 
bright side of life, he naturally made many 
friends and his loss was sincerely mourned. He 
was not a politician, although a good Republican, 
and he served as School Director. He was a 
member of the Lutheran Church of Capron, in 
which he was Deacon and Church Treasurer. 
Mr. Thompson was never called upon in vatu for 
financial aid when any church affair was in 
mind, for he gave liberally and generously and 
was greatly interested in its advancement. Peo¬ 
ple grew to depend upon him and what he said, 
and if he endorsed anyone it w'as sufficient, for 
he was known to support only those who were 
honest and worked for the best good of human¬ 
ity. 

One child was born to Mr. and Mrs. Thompson, 
William, bom February 24, 1867. He has al¬ 
ways lived at home. By trade he is a painter, 
but he conducts a photograph gallery. Ten years 
ago Mrs. Thompson left the farm, and building a 
pleasant home in Capron, now resides there with 
her son and rents the farm property. 

TILLERS0N, Ole R.—No one is to be more 
complimented on the perfect method and order 
with which their agricultural affairs are con¬ 
ducted than he whose name is given above. 

He was a farmer and one of the most success- 
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ful in the county, and although of foreign 
birth, he has ever taken a deep interest in the 
progress and development of his adopted country. 

Mr. Tillerson was bom in Voss, Norway, on a 
farm named Rong, about nine miles from Ber¬ 
gen, on the 29th day of August, 1823, and his 
father, Troud Tillerson, who was a carpenter by 
trade, was also a native of that country. 

The elder Mr. Tillerson was married in Nor¬ 
way to Miss Tilda Tillerson, and they became the 
parents of six children, one daughter, who de¬ 
parted this life while in Norway, and yet a small 
child. . Three sons and two daughters grew to 
adult years and came to America. 

In 1848, two years after our subject came to 
America, the parents crossed the ocean with their 
son, Ole Tillerson, and both died on this side of 
the Atlantic when about seventy-three years of 
age. All the children are now deceased. 

After Ole R. Tillerson's marriage, which oc¬ 
curred in Norway, to Miss Martha Nyre, in 1845, 
he, with his bride, took passage on a sailing 
vessel at Bergen, and after an ocean voyage 
of forty-six days, reached New York City. From 
there they went to Milwaukee, by river, canal 
and the lakes, and were about two weeks mak¬ 
ing the trip. 

After reaching that city, they went with ox- 
team to their present home, and the following 
year Mr. Tillerson bought one hundred and 
sixty acres of government land. He had but 
eighty dollars in money and one cow, and his 
claim costing one huudred and sixty dollars, he 
had to borrow the balance, paying fifty per 
cent interest. (Will say here, for a moral les¬ 
son, that the man who charged this high rate 
of interest died In the poor house.) 

Mr. Tillerson erected a rude log-house and 
resided in it for about two years, when he was 
joined by his parents, and he and his father 
bought forty acres of land, upon which they 
both resided for some time. 

Our .subject lost his wife on the ninth day of 
July, 1863. Their union had been blessed by 
the birth of eleven children, five daughters and 
six sons. One son died in infancy, and in the 
fall of 1853 they buried two little girls, Carrie 
and Emeline; both died within two weeks of 
each other with typhoid fever. There were six 
persons prostrated in the same house at one 
time by the same disease. 

On the fifteenth of September, 1808, Mr. Til¬ 
lerson married Miss Christie Sleen, from Voss, 


Norway, who came over from Norway in 1866, 
and the fruits of this union have been nine chil¬ 
dren. They lost one daughter, Emma, who was 
a student of Rockford Seminary. She was a 
young lady of more than usual promise. She 
passed away on the twenty-sixth of January, 
1S92, and the following spring would have grad¬ 
uated at the seminary. Her sunny and pleas¬ 
ant disposition won her a large host of friends 
that have missed her congenial associations. 

On September twenty-first, 1S93, Miss Carrie 
Tillerson was married at her home to Peter O. 
Hyuniug, of Chicago, who owned a gentlemen’s 
furnishing store in that city. All the brothers 
and sisters that were living at that time were 
at home, and sixteen children were gathered 
around the marriage feast. But her beautiful 
lief was ended on December 18, 1899, after much 
patient suffering. 

At this writing there remain living Martin, 
Andrew, Ella, Anna, Sarah, Kanute, Dena, 
Henry (a hardware merchant of Chicago), Tilda, 
Thomas N., a ranchman in New Mexico; Lewis, 
a real estate man in Chicago; Martha; Ellis, a 
sheep ranch owner in Dakota; Betsey, of Chi¬ 
cago, and Frank, a carpenter, who is married 
and lives In Beloit, Wisconsin. The latter eight 
are children from his former marriage. 

At the decease of Mr. Tillerson, he owned five 
hundred and sixty acres of well improved agri¬ 
cultural land and forty acres of second growth 
timber land. 

He was a very thrifty and Industrious farmer, 
cultivating nearly all the products adapted to 
this part of the country. He also kept a large 
dairy during his lifetime and considered it an 
excellent investment. 

He always voted the Republican ticket, and 
was once elected Supervisor.’ He administered 
estates, running into many thousands of dollars, 
and at one time was guardian of six minors in 
one estate and two in another. 

He was the leader, and his home the head¬ 
quarters of the Norwegians that came from the 
old country to this locality. As he was a broad¬ 
minded man and familiar with the alien laws, 
his country-men naturally sought him as a 
counselor. He was highly esteemed in the com¬ 
munity, and his honesty and uprightness are un¬ 
questioned. 

Honorable and upright ’in all his dealings, he 
was intrusted with the finances of several large 
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estates, and proved that, he was ever worthy of 
the trust placed In him. 

He and Mrs. Tillerson were members of the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church at Norway, and 
were the founders of the church In the north¬ 
ern part of the township. Although they brought 
but little of the world’s goods to this country, 
they respect the word of God and place their 
faith and trust in God, and have been prosper¬ 
ous and happy. 

Mrs. Tillerson’s aged mother, now ninety 
years of age, while she has been here with her 
daughter since 1S91, and loves her grandchil¬ 
dren and her daughter, still longs for the beauti¬ 
ful home among the mountains of Norway. 

Although Mrs. Tillerson is not what one 
would call an educated lady, she is still more 
Intelligent than many college-bred ladies, and 
has taught her children the Norwegian tongue, 
besides instructing them in other useful ways. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tillerson’s greatest and most 
earnest wish is that their children will always 
respect the word of God, and be considerate of 
the poor and suffering. Since the early death 
of their daughter, which was a sad blow to bear, 
they still think that the cloud has its silver lin¬ 
ing, and that “A good God reigns over all.” Her 
funeral was one long to be remembered on ac¬ 
count of the large number of friends who paid 
their last respects to the dear departed one. 

Mrs. Tillerson still lives on the old homestead, 
enjoying excellent health, but misses Mr. Tiller¬ 
son, who departed this life June 9, 1S97. 

TOBYNE, William, (deceased), who for many 
years was one of the prominent figures in agri¬ 
cultural circles in Boone County and who left 
behind him an.honorable record for thrift, hard 
work and energetic action, was bom February 
21, 1S23, in Ontario, Canada, and died October 
21, 1S85. He was married May 14, 1852, to 
Fidelia Melvin, who died. On September 14, 
1864, he married Augusta Easton, who survives 
him and is living at Debeque, Col. Of the chil¬ 
dren born to his first marriage, two reached ma¬ 
turity: Hiram W., who died October 27, 1897, 
owner of the old Tobyne homestead, where his 
widow now resides; Laura, born September 5, 
1853, died March 23, 18SS. The children of the 
second familly were: Flora, who married Sam¬ 
uel K. Walker, of Debeque, Col.; Della J. mar¬ 
ried Joy H. Cross, of Colorado Springs, Col.; 
Fred E., born January 18, 1871, married Jan¬ 


uary 12, 1898, Blanche I. Bounds, of Poplar 
Grove, born December 1, 1876, and they have 
three childrenFlora Alice, born December 12, 
1898; Anna May, bom April 28, 1900, and Mil¬ 
dred Blanche, born June 22, 1903. 

In 1836 William Tobyne, then a lad of thir¬ 
teen, came with his parents, James and Susan 
Tobyne, to Illinois, and he remained at home 
until his marriage in 1852, when he settled on a 
farm adjoining that of his father in Belle 
Prairie Township. In the latter ’60s he sold 
this property find bought the farm where his 
son, Fred, now resides. In 1876 he erected the 
pleasant home, and there he spent the 
remainder of his life and there died. In poli¬ 
tics he was a Republican, and he was Deacon of 
the Baptist Church of Belvidere, of which he 
was one of the founders and liberal supporters. 
He was a man of strictest integrity, and won 
for himself the confidence and respect of all 
with whom he came in contact. His loss was se¬ 
verely felt, not only in his family, but through¬ 
out the community where for so many years he 
had lived and worked. 

Fred Tobyne remained at home, taking charge 
of the farm for his father, and bought out the 
interests of the other heirs after the latter’s 
death. The farm consists of one hundred and 
sixty-seven acres of fine land, and he has made 
some very extensive improvements, Including 
the erection of a large block barn, 32x86 feet. 
He carries on general farming, dairying and 
stock raising, milking 20 cows. He keeps a good 
breed of all kinds of stock. He is a Baptist 
and takes an active part in its good work. In 
politics he is a Republican, with strong Prohi¬ 
bition sentiments. Mr. Tobyne has devoted his 
life to his farm, having left school to work 
upon it for his father, and his success is cer¬ 
tainly well merited. 

TRIPP, John G.—The prosperity of every 
community depends very largely upon the acu¬ 
men and enterprise of its leading business men, 
through whose endeavors new undertakings are 
started and old concerns given new life. Es¬ 
pecially is this true of Belvidere, III., which, 
although an old place, is one of the most wide 
awake in the State, and is the home for many 
flourishing enterprises headed by men of sub¬ 
stance and public spirit. Such a man is John 
G. Tripp, retailer of lumber and coal, located 
at No. 205 South State Street, who has been 
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in this line of business for tlie past sixteen 
years, and who bas also contributed toward 
the general industrial prosperity by the organiza¬ 
tion of The Belvldere Telephone Company, in 
the spring of 1888, of which he was made Vice- 
president, and of The Electric Stone Company, 
on July 12, 1900, of which he is still President 

Mr. Tripp was bom in Bonus Township, 
Boone County, Ill., March 28, 1854, a son of 
James D. and Angeline (Maxon) Tripp, who 
were married October 4, 1829, and had thirteen 
children. James D. Tripp held various Town¬ 
ship offices, and was a man greatly respected in 
his community. One of Mr. Tripp’s great¬ 
grandfathers was a Revolutionary soldier. 
After completing the course at the Belvldere 
High School, Mr. Tripp, when twenty years old 
began farming, but two years later was employed 
by M. G. Leonard in buying grain and wool with 
a working interest in the business. After being 
in the employ of Mr. Leonard for thirteen years, 
he again engaged in farming for three years, 
then spent two years in shipping live-stock, after 
which he embarked in the lumber and coal busi¬ 
ness with O. H. Wright & Company. In 1898 
he bought out the firm of Witbeck & Wheeland 
at his present place of business, and since then 
has built up a very large trade. 

On February 4, 1880, Mr. Tripp married 
Belle C. Chamberlain, at Belvldere, Ill., and the 
following children have been born to them: 
Helen N., Belle C., Jennie L., Ruth E., and 
Maxon, who is deceased. The family reside at' 
No. 907 Pearl Street, Belvldere. In politics Mr. 
Tripp is a Republican, while fraternally he is 
a member of the Modem Woodmen, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and the Order of Elks. His 
religious belief associates him with the Protest- ’ 
ant faith. Public-spirited, enterprising, a man 
of strictest integrity, Mr. Tripp has steadily 
advanced in the confidence of his fellow towns¬ 
men, and may be counted upon to support any¬ 
thing he believes will eventually conserve the 
best interest of the mnjority. 

TUTTLE, Ransom F., farmer and stockman, 
Manchester township, Boone County, Ill. The 
farmer of today could be no more justly likened 
to the farmer of a half-century ago, than could 
the general business man of today to his proto¬ 
type of the ’40s and ’50s. In the former 
period farming was unsystematic and, with many, 
It was a makeshift occupation. Perhaps the 


latter fact accounts in no small measure for the 
apparently larger number of failures among 
farmers of those days than among farmers of 
, the twentieth century. Not only has farming 
been reduced to a practical science, but is a 
great industry involving the investment of im¬ 
mense capital and producing a very large per¬ 
centage of the world’s wealth. Stock-raising 
and other auxiliary features of far ming have 
kept pace with farming itself. Boone County has 
many first class farmers, Manchester township 
has its proportion of them, and Ransom F. 
Tuttle Is one of the best known of that number. 

Mr. Tuttle was born in LeRoy Township, Sep¬ 
tember 12, 1357, a son of Lorin Tuttle, whose 
wife was Caroline Powell. Mr. and Mrs. Tuttle 
were both natives of St. Lawrence County, N. 
Y., which is known as one of the most pictur¬ 
esque regions of America. They came to La 
Salle County, Ill., in 1852, and, in 1854, removed 
to Boone County, settling in LeRoy Township. 
There, and in Boone Township, they lived and 
labored during the remainder of. their lives. 
Mr. Tuttle died at Capron, late in the ’80s, 
when he was fifty-seven years old; his widow 
survived him until January, 1904, when she died 
at the age of seventy-six years. They were the 
parents of five children, who are named In the 
order of their nativity: Ransom F., Horace F., 
Emma, Mary and Anna. 

Ransom F. Tuttle was reared and educated 
in Boone County and learned farming under his 
father’s instruction. He has lived In the county 
all his life, with the exception of one year which 
he spent in California, and, save for a few 
years during which he operated meat markets 
at Capron and Poplar Grove, he has devoted 
himself entirely to farming and stock-raising. 
He is the owner of one hundred and fifty acres 
of land, all of which is well improved, provided 
with modern buildings and up-to-date machinery 
and appliances. He has lived on his present 
farm since the spring of 1901. 

October 22, 1879, Ransom F. Tuttle married 
Miss Belle Scougall, a native of Boone County 
and a daughter of Lougbin Scougall, a Scotch¬ 
man, who first saw the light of day In Edin¬ 
burgh. Mrs. Tuttle has borne her husband 
children named George, Arthur and Ella. 
Wherever he has lived Mr. Tuttle has been 
much Interested in everything pertaining to 
township and municipal progress and prosperity. 
While he is not a politician In the usual ac- 
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ceptation of the term, there is no question of 
public economy which does not receive his in¬ 
telligent consideration. Above all, he is a be¬ 
liever in the great destiny of the American 
people and in the absolute necessity for good 
and still better government In order to carry 
out some ideas of his own with respect to local 
government, he has, from time to time, consent¬ 
ed to fill village and township offices, and for 
some years while he lived in Capron he was a 
member of the Village Board. He is an Odd 
Fellow and a Modem Woodman of America. 

VANCE, Alexander, Postmaster, undertaker 
and furniture dealer at Capron, Boone County, 
Ill. The name of Vance has long been well 
known in the United States. Representatives 
of the family have been prominent in business, 
in the sciences, in literature and in the pro¬ 
fessions. Boone County has not a citizen who 
in his line stands higher than does Alexander 
Vance, and it is not probable that Capron has a 
business man better known for integrity, fair 
dealing and efficiency than Mr. Vance, who has 
proved himself not only a model official, but 
an undertaker thoroughly trained in all details 
of his rather difficult profession. He is widely 
known also as one of the most popular secret 
society men in the northern tier of Illinois 
counties. 

Alexander Vance was bom in Chester, Pa., 
September 20, 1857, a son of Thomas and Mary 
(Sinton) Vance, both natives of County Armagh, 
Ireland. Thomas Vance came to the United 
States when he was twenty-one years old. His 
wife came while she was yet a very young 
woman, and they became acquainted and were 
married in Pennsylvania. A cotton weaver by ’ 
trade, Thomas worked in the Joseph Riddle 
Mills at Chester. In time he came to an under¬ 
standing that the cheap lands of the new West 
offered to the comparatively poor man the very 
best opportunities for labor and investment. He 
came to Illinois in 1861 and secured a farm 
three miles south of Capron. His elder brother, 
John, had lived on the same land four or five 
years, but had not succeeded in weaning him¬ 
self away from the cotton-mills, and he was 
glad to sell out and return to Pennsylvania. 
Mr. and Mrs. Vance improved a good farm, on 
which they lived the remainder of their days. 
He died February 17, 1883, aged sixty-two years, 
his wife surviving until March 4, 1800, when she 


died aged about sixty-four years. Their young¬ 
est daughter, Jennie, wife of Finley Stow, now 
owns their old homestead, the improvements on 
which were made, chiefly, by Mr. Vance. Poli¬ 
tically he was a Republican and, as such, took 
an active interest in township affairs. 

Thomas and Mary (Sinton) Vance had several 
children, five of whom grew to maturity: J. 
W., Alexander, Margaret, Richard and Jennie. 
J. W. became a school teacher, but later went 
east and, as a helper in steel mills, studied 
steel manufacture, with which he was connect¬ 
ed as secretary to the Superintendent of the 
Carnegie Steel Works—a good position from 
which he was gradually elevated to that of 
Secretary and Manager of the St. Louis Plate 
Glass Works, St. Louis, Mo., and Pittsburg, Pa., 
with headquarters at Pittsburg. Alexander re¬ 
ceives detailed notice below. Margaret is tbe 
wife of Walter Fry, of Boone Township, Rich¬ 
ard is farming near Capron, and Jennie (Mrs. 
Stow) is mentioned above. 

Alexander Vance was a member of his father’s 
household until he attained his majority, and 
then he removed to Capron, where he was vari¬ 
ously employed, a part of the time as a clerk 
in the store of Thomas R. Thornton. In March, 
1S82, he engaged in the furniture trade, in which 
he has continued to the present time, through 
a period of twenty-six years. He has an under¬ 
taking department and holds a State license as 
an embalmer. He is popular as a business man 
and has a large and constantly increasing trade, 
which extends throughout all the territory 
tributary to Capron. 

As a Republican Mr. Vance takes an intelli¬ 
gent interest in National, State, county and 
local affairs. He has been for some time a 
member of the Village Board of Capron. He 
was appointed Postmaster in 1884, under the 
administration of President Arthur, and held 
the office for about eight years, through President 
Cleveland’s first administration and through 
President Harrison’s administration. In 1897 
he was again appointed to that office, which he 
has held continuously ever since, with his last 
term not yet very near its end. He has served 
all together nineteen years, and since he first 
came to the office its work has increased very 
materially. Three rural free-delivery routes, 
centering at Capron, have been established dur¬ 
ing the past three years. Mr. Vance attends 
conventions of his party and does every thing in 
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his power to promote the election of its nominees 
and the triumph of its principles. He is a mem¬ 
ber of Capron Lodge No. ,575, Ancient Free and 
Acepted Masons; of Howard Chapter No. 91, 
Royal Arch Masons; of Woodstock Commandery, 
No. 25, Knights Templar, and of Tebala Temple 
of the Mystic Shrine at Rockford, and has often 
been a delegate to the Grand Lodge. Mr. Vance 
is an enthusiastic sportsman and greatly enjoys 
trap shooting. He is a member of the Capron 
Gun Club, and holds the championship for Boone 
County and the L. C. Smith Cup for Illinois as 
champion double shot. 

February 8, 1881, Mr. Vance married Nellie, 
an adopted daughter of Thomas R. Thornton, 
formerly a merchant at Capron, but now a citi¬ 
zen of Belvidere. 

Mr. Vance was nominated for Coroner of 
Boone County, in August, 1908, and so popular 
is he that his election is considered a settled 
matter. 

VAN EPPS, Arthur J., one of the owners of 
the Belvidere Brick Manufacturing..Company, 
Belvidere Township, Boone County, Ill. The 
family of Van Epps is of Hollandic extraction 
and was early represented among the burghers 
of New York. In all periods of the history of 
New York State and city, this family name has 
been prominent. Branches of the family have 
been established In different parts of the West, 
notably in Illinois, where its best known rep¬ 
resentatives are the Van Epps of Boone County. 
Seymour Van Epps was born in the State of 
New York, and at the age of six years was 
brought to Boone County by his parents, Ever¬ 
ett and Electa Van Epps. That was in the 
year 1840. His father secured land and im¬ 
proved a farm north of Belvidere. There he 
lived out his days, and there his widow lived for 
a time after his death, though eventually she 
removed to Iowa, but returned to Belvidere, 
where she died. Seymour Van Epps became 
the owner of the family homestead. On Decem¬ 
ber 15, 1868, he married Lelia M. Heath at 
Belvidere, Ill., and they have had three sons 
and two daughters: Herbert H., Arthur J., 
Walter S., Ida M„ and Florence I. 

Arthur J. Van Epps was bom on the Van 
Epps homestead near Belvidere, December 27, 
1872, and married Miss Daisy Sterling, Feb¬ 
ruary 23, 1898. In politics Mr. Van Epps is a 
Republican. Walter Van Epps, of the Belvi¬ 


dere Brick Company, was married September 
19, 1900, to Miss Ina Chamberlain, of Manches¬ 
ter, Iowa. The Van Epps family are members 
of the First Baptist Church of Belvidere. 

Mr. Van Epps began his business career as a 
farmer, but after five years joined his brother, 
Walter S., in the manufacture of brick. The 
history of the Belvidere Brick Manufacturing 
Company begins with the establishment of the 
brick yard of Rudolph Fritz, about ten years 
ago. The enterprise was operated by Mr. 
Fritz until 1900, when it was bought by the Van 
Epps Brothers. Mr. Fritz had previously oper¬ 
ated the, yard in the city of Belvidere. The 
•works occupy about five acres of a tract of 
twenty-five acres, about two and a quarter miles 
north of Belvidere, on the State road. Three 
kilns are utilized, each with a capacity of 
350,000 brick. The kilns are strongly construct¬ 
ed with twelve-inch brick walls, and the machin¬ 
ery and appliances throughout are the best and 
latest procurable. During the working season 
fifteen to sixteen men are employed. 

VAN EPPS, Walter Stanley, stockholder of 
the Belvidere Brick Manufacturing Company, 
Belvidere, Boone County, Ill. In a biographical 
sketch of Arthur J. Van Epps, brother of the 
subject of this article, will be found much of 
interest concerning the history of this old Hol¬ 
land Dutch family, and much in detail of the 
Belvidere Brick Manufacturing Company, of 
which Arthur .T. and Walter Stanley Van Epps 
are the owners. These enterprising business 
men are soils of Seymour Van Epps, who at 
the age of six years, was in 1846 brought to 
Boope Count}- by Everett and Electa Van Epps, 
his parents. Everett Van Epps was a notable 
man in the pioneer days and later. His old 
homestead became the property of his son Sey¬ 
mour and is now the home of his grandson, 
Walter S. Van Epps. It contains eighty-six and 
one-half acres and is situated about a mile north 
of Belvidere. The primitive house built on it 
in 1S46 is still standing, though for residential 
purposes it gave place years ago to a more 
modem structure erected by Seymour Van Epps. 

Walter Stanley Van Epps was born in the 
house in which he now lives, October 17, 1876. 
He was brought up to the work of the farm, 
but became interested in brick manufacture and 
gained a practical knowledge of the business in 
brick yards in his vicinity. For a time he and 
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Ms brother owned and operated a brick yard at 
Belvldere. They have controlled and managed 
their present enterprise since 1900. 

September 19, 1906, Mr. Van Epps married 
Miss Ina Chamberlain, a daughter of David and 
Ella Chamberlain. The Chamberlains formerly 
lived in Winnebago County, Ill., but later re¬ 
moved to Delaware County, Iowa, leaving num¬ 
erous relatives round about Belvidere. Miss 
Chamberlain was graduated from the Manchest¬ 
er, Iowa, High School and taught in the schools 
of that town until her marriage. Politically 
Mr. Van Epps is a Republican. He is a member 
of Belvidere Lodge, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. His wife is a member of the Baptist 
Church. It should be noted in this connection 
that the Van Epps Brothers operate in season a 
thresher, a com-sheller and other similar ma¬ 
chinery. Mr. Van Epps is a sportsman and en¬ 
joys hunting and fishing whenever he can sep¬ 
arate himself from his business long enough 
to indulge his liking for them. 


1S89 he located in Belvidere and engaged in 
creamery business with the Elgin Creamery Com¬ 
pany, later establishing his creamery and but¬ 
ter business, which has since expanded to very 
generous proportions, and in which he controls 
a larg trade, and also superintends his farm 
Always a Republican, Mr. Wait has been called 
to fill more than one public office, and has 
served very acceptably as Town Clerk, Town¬ 
ship School Treasurer and Supervisor while a 
resident of Spring Township. Fraternally he 
is a member of the Royal Arcanum and Knights 
and Ladies of Security. On December 23, 1880, 
Mr. Wait was married. Jn Spring Township to 
Malvina Stone, bom October 13, 1856, at Mil¬ 
waukee, Wis. Mr. and Mrs. Wait have one 
daughter, Dawn, born January 30, 1884, wife of 
Captain Evan E. Young, American Consul at 
Harput, Asiatic Turkey. Captain Young has 
been promoted to the office of Consul at Salon¬ 
ika, European Turkey, and will take his new ■ 
position about January 1, 1909. 


WAIT, Clark M.—A successful business man 
and one who has faithfully discharged his duty 
in every walk of life in which he has borne his 
part, Clark M. Wait is a thoroughly represen¬ 
tative exponent of the commercial life of Belvi¬ 
dere, where he conducts a large creamerv and 
butter business. Mr. Wait was bom near Genoa, 
DeKalb County, Ill., May 17, 1854, a son of 
Mason C. and Harriet (Merchant) Wait. The 
father was born April 26, 1808, at Warsaw, Wy¬ 
oming County, N. Y.; while the mother was 
■ born March 11, 1815, at Warsaw. Early in life 
Mason C. Wait was a shoemaker and carpen¬ 
ter, but after locating in Illinois he took up 
government land and was a farmer until 1SS4, 
then moving to Belvidere where he remained 
until his death in January, 1S8C. His widow 
survives and makes her home in Belvidere. The 
family moved from New York State to Ohio, 
thence to Illinois, where they settled near Genoa, 
DeKalb County, about 1850. In 1865 they 
moved to Boone County and in 1884 to Belvi¬ 
dere. 

Clark M. Wait attended the district schools 
during the winter terms, later the Belvidere 
High School, and still later took a course at the 
Rockford Business College. From 1874 to 1889 
Mr. Wait farmed in Spring Township, and still 
owns a very valuable farm there of one hun¬ 
dred and sixty acres, and well Improved. In 


WATERMAN, George E., the efficient Superin¬ 
tendent of the Cornell Brothers Condenslug 
Factory, at Garden Prairie, Boone County, Ill., 
was born in Darr, McHenry County, III., May 12,' 
1S57. His father was Nathan K. Waterman, a 
farmer by occupation, who came to Illinois from 
Cattaraugus County, N. Y., i u 1S44, settling in 
Darr Township, McHenry County, Ill. He died 
near Union, McHenry Count}', Ill., i u 1891, when 
fifty-six years old. The mother of the subject 
of this sketch was Cordelia Ann (Boone) Water¬ 
man, who was also born in Cattaraugus County, 
N. Y., and died at Beloit, Wis., in February,’ 
1907, in her seventy-seventh year. George E 
Waterman was the third of five children born 
to his parents. He was reared on the old 
Waterman homestead in McHenry Count}- where 
he lived until he reached the age of twenty-five 
years, meanwhile receiving his education in the 
district schools, and at the Woodstock High 
School. After finishing his studies he devoted 
his attenion to farming for four years, after 
which he was engaged iu different creameries 
until 1SS5, when he moved to Boone County and 
became manager of the creamery at Shattuck’s 
Grove, where he remained two years and eight 
months. He then located at Garden Prairie 
and, iu 1887, entered the employ of the Elgin 
Creamery there, continuing thus until the spring 
of 1904, when he was made manager of the 
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factory which is leased and operated by Cornell 
Brothers of Elgin. 

On September 10, 1S84, Mr. Waterman was 
married to Anna ICremer, bom in Dundee, Ill., 
a daughter of Charles L. and Mary (Rohl) 
Kremer. Politically Mr. Waterman is a sup¬ 
porter of the Republican party, and has been a 
member of the County Central Committee for 
the past eight years, being re-elected in the 
spring of 1908.' In fraternal circles he is affilia¬ 
ted with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
belonging to the Belvidere Encampment; and is 
also connected with the Modern Woodmen of 
America and the Mystic Workers. 

WEBSTER, Warren M., grain-dealer and 
President of the Poplar Grove Bank, Poplar 
Grove, Boone County, Ill. The same kind of 
ability upon which men build success in large 
■cities is requisite to success in small towns. 
Indeed, it is sometimes much more difficult and 
exacting work to build up a stable business In 
a country village than to establish an enterprise 
of the same kind in a commercial center. The 
labor is often greater and the returns are al¬ 
ways smaller. In the country town a man wins 
success largely by his own unaided efforts; in 
the city he is always assisted in a great meas¬ 
ure by the special knowledge of men who are 
made responsible for the conduct of different 
departments of his enterprise. One of the best 
known business men in Boone County, and one 
of the most highly regarded wherever he is 
known, is Warren M. Webster, founder of the 
enterprise at Poplar Grove to which reference 
has been made, but latterly a citizen of Belvi¬ 
dere. 

Warren M. Webster was born December 17, 
ISG2, on the farm north of Poplar Grove, and is' 
of western New York stock. His parents, Willet 
S. and Mary J. (Wheeler) Webster, from East 
Hamburg, Erie County, N. Y., came to Illinois 
in 1845 and secured a half-section of land in 
Boone Township, a mile north of the site of 
Poplar Grove. There they developed a farm on 
which they lived and labored successfully until 
1864, when they moved to the new village of 
Poplar Grove, which had grown up because of 
the construction in 1S57 of a railroad through 
its site. At Poplar Grove, Mr. Webster engaged 
in the lumber and grain trade, in which he con¬ 
tinued until 1881, after which date he lived in 
retirement until July 28, 1SS5, when he died in 


the sixty-seventh year of his life. His widow 
survives him, and is still living in the old family 
home at Poplar Grove. As a Republican he 
took an active and helpful interest in local af¬ 
fairs, serving his fellow townsmen as Super¬ 
visor and in other official capacities. Mr. and 
Mrs. Webster were the parents of nine children, 
seven of whom were living in 1908. Mrs. 
Webster had then attained to the advanced age 
of eighty-four years. 

It was at Poplar Grove that Warren M. Web¬ 
ster passed the days of his youth and obtained 
the basis of the practical business education 
which has enabled him to make his way in the 
world with notable success. He assisted his 
father until 1881, when he bought both the grain 
and lumber enterprises which the latter had es¬ 
tablished. These he conducted until 1895, when 
he sold his lumber interest but continued in the 
grain trade and still owns the elevator built by 
the elder Webster in 1870. In 1890 he estab¬ 
lished a private bank, which has since become 
the Poplar Grove Bank. July 1, 1003, it was 
incorporated with a capital stock of $25,000, 
and he was elected its President, R. H. Herbert 
its Vice-President, and W. O. Ellet its cashier. 
From 1SS7 to 1S91 he conducted a general store. 
Ho is the owner of his father’s old home at 
Poplar Grove, whore his mother still lives. In 
1004, he removed to Belvidere, but still retains 
active management of his business interests at 
Poplar Grove. 

On April 7, 1SS6, Mr. Webster married Miss 
Edyth C. Clark, who was born April C,.1S65, 
at Shepard, Isabella County, Mich., a daughter 
of Sutherland Clark, who was brought to Illi¬ 
nois by her parents when she was four years 
old. Her father, a carpenter and builder, is 
living in Chicago. Mr. and Mrs. Webster have 
one child, bom November 23, 1898, named 
Ester L. Mr. Webster is a Republican in poli¬ 
tics and, while having no personal political as¬ 
pirations, takes an active interest in everything 
that pertains to our national welfare and de¬ 
velopment. His .public spirit has led him to. 
identify himself most helpfully with every 
measure which, in his judgment, has tended to- 
benefit his fellow citizens. 

WELD, Frank Arthur, D. D. S., one of the 
rising young dentists of Belvidere, who enjoys 
a large practice among the very best people of 
the city, and is recognized as a skillful oper- 
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ator, is conveniently located at No. 140 North 
State Street,, in that city. Dr. Weld was born 
at Pecatonlca, Ill., August 29, 1870, a son of 
Arthur E. and Alma Jane (Martin) Weld. 
Arthur E. Weld served through the Civil War 
as a member of Company C, Fifteenth Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry, and was a prisoner for some 
time at Andersonville, and endured untold suf¬ 
fering there. 

Dr. Weld completed a course at the Pecatoni- 
ca High School, and was later graduated from 
the Chicago College of Dental Surgery with 
the degree of D. D. S., and on May 15,/1896, 
opened his office in Belvidere, since which time 
he has risen steadily in his profession and 
firmly established himself in the confidence of 
his patients. In politics, he is a Republican, 
and has been almost continuously a member of 
the School Board since, locating in Belvidere. 
Fraternally, he is a member of the order of 
Elks. On June C, 1900, Dr. Weld was married 
to Bertha Agnes Sanborn at Pecatonlca, and 
they have two children: Frank Arthur Weld, 
Jr., and Robert Sanborn Weld. The Weld resi¬ 
dence is pleasantly located at No. 810 North 
State Street, Belvidere. 

WHEELER, George G., farmer, Flora Town¬ 
ship, Boone County. Ill. Western New York, 
has given directly and Indirectly to Illinois, and 
to the Middle West generally, a factor of citi¬ 
zenship which has made progressively for pa¬ 
triotism, enlightenment and general advance¬ 
ment. Especially should Illinoisans of this class 
be proud of nativity in Chautauqua County, which 
has achieved world-wide fame ns a center of 
educational nnd religious influence. There Mr. 
Wheeler was born August 19, 1832, a son of 
Lyman and Sabra (Wright) Wheeler. 

Lyman Wheeler was a native of New Hamp¬ 
shire, while his wife was born in the State of 
New York. They had four children, named in 
the order of their birth as follows: Sarah S., 
George G., Susan S., and Calista A. Sarah S. 
married C. F. Brett, and died at Kiugsly, 
Mich.; Susan S. died in Flora Township; Calis¬ 
ta A. is the widow of A. A. Meeker. In 1842, 
when George G., the only son, was about ten 
years old. the family moved from Chautauqua 
County, N. Y., to Winnebago County, Ill., where 
they lived until the spring of 1S44. From Win¬ 
nebago County they removed to Boone County, 
settling in Belvidere, where they lived about 


two years. Then Mr. Wheeler took up govern¬ 
ment land in Spring Township, on which he 
settled and made some improvements. There 
the family remained until 1853, when he sold 
his farm and removed to Flora Township, set¬ 
tling ou the farm now owned and occupied by 
George G. Wheeler. There Lyman Wheeler 
lived out his days and died at the age of sixty- 
six years. His wife survived him until she at¬ 
tained the age of seventy-eight years. 

George C. Wheeler came to Illinois with his 
parents in 1842 and to Boone County in 1844. 
He was educated in common schools and early 
learned the carpenter’s trade, to which he de¬ 
voted his time exclusively for several years. 
Eventually he became Interested in farming and 
stock-raising and has become well known as an 
exponent of those interests. He married at 
Cherry Valley, Ill., November 3,1802, Miss Helen 
M. Foster, a daughter of Silas H. nnd Fannie 
(Smith) Foster. Mrs. Wheeler was born in 
Warsaw, Wyoming County, N. Y., December 17, 
1841, where her father died. Her mother came 
to Illinois and died at Rockford. Of their ten 
children, Mrs. Wheeler was the ninth in order 
of birth. Mr. and Mrs. George G. Wheeler have 
had five children: Arthur E., Charles O., Robert 
B., Herbert and Hettie Grace, of whom Robert 
B. and Herbert are deceased. Hettie Grace is 
the wife of Nelson Burton. Since his early 
manhood, Mr. Wheeler has taken an active in¬ 
terest in the affairs of his township. He has 
several times filled the office of Supervisor, has 
been Township Assessor and Highway Commis¬ 
sioner and has been elected to different school 
offices, in all of these positions serving ably and 
faithfully. Ilis farm is one of the best improv¬ 
ed nnd most attractive in his part of the town¬ 
ship, embracing one hundred and sixty acres 
fitted out with modern buildings, accessories and 
implements. Mrs. Wheeler is a devout and act¬ 
ive member of the Cherry Valley Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and for several years was 
president of the Ladles’ Aid Society of that 
organization. 

Mr. Wheeler’s career plainly demonstrates the 
value of character in the success of every-day 
life. Early trained to habits of industry and 
taught that in everything honesty is the best 
policy, he has succeeded because lie has deserved 
success and won the respect of ills fellow citi¬ 
zens in a very marked degree. 
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WHITMAN, Frank Spencer, M. D., physician 
and surgeon, of Belvidere, with residence at 
No. 21S South State Street, and offices at No. 
420 South State Street, >vas born in Belvidere 
Township, Boone County, September 27, 1S49, 
a son of Hiram and Clarinda (Hanchet) Whit¬ 
man, the former of whom was an officer in the 
New York State Militia. Until be entered the 
University of Chicago in 1S66, Dr. Whitman 
was educated in the Belvidere public schools 
and under a private tutor. He entered the 
Freshman class for the classical course. Dur¬ 
ing his junior year he left the University and 
commenced teaching a district school in Belvi¬ 
dere Township in the winter of 1S68, and was 
principal of Roscoe High School (Winnebago 
County) in 1SG9. The following year he com¬ 
menced studying medicine with Dr. James K. 
Soule, of Belvidere, and in 1872 was gradu¬ 
ated from Hahnemann Medical College, Chi¬ 
cago, with the degree of M. D., and received 
the addendum degree of M. D., from the Chi¬ 
cago Homeopathic College in 1870. In 1S72 Dr. 
Whitman commenced the practice of medicine 
nt Cedar Rapids, Iowa, but on account of se¬ 
vere and protracted sickness in ids family, was 
obliged to return to Belvidere, where ho has re¬ 
sided ever since, successfully eugagd in the 
practice of his profession, with the exception 
of the period between January 32, 1S00, to July 
1, 1000, during which time he was Superinten¬ 
dent of the Illinois Northern Hospital for the 
Insane at Elgin, Ill. 

He has been for eight years associate profes¬ 
sor of mental diseases in Hahnemann Medical 
College, Chicago. 

Dr. Whitman enlisted in the Thirteenth Il¬ 
linois, Fuller’s Provisional Regiment, for Span- 
isli-Amerienn War, and was appointed Surgeon- 
Major of the same. The regiment was never 
called into service. Politically he is a Republi¬ 
can and has done yeoman service for his party, 
serving ns Alderman of the city of Belvidere for 
two terms, and was elected Mayor for two con¬ 
secutive terms, but was forced to resign the 
office during his last term on account of ill 
health. For six years he was coroner of Boone 
County, and for the past twenty years has been 
a member from Boone County of the Congres¬ 
sional Committee, and is now chairman of the 
same. He was alternate delegate to the Na¬ 
tional Republican Convention of 1S0.1, and many 
times has been delegate to State and Congres¬ 


sional conventions. For eight years he was a 
member of the Board of Education of South 
Belvidere, nnd for four years president of the 
same. Socially he is a member of the Mar¬ 
quette Club of Chicago, and the Century Club 
of Elgin. In addition to other public services, 
Dr. Whitman assisted in the organization of the 
People’s Bank of Belvidere, and has been a di¬ 
rector and vice-president of the same ever since 
its organiaztion in 18S0. As physician, public 
official and private citizen, Dr. Whitman has 
lived up to the highest ideals and is a man of 
sterling worth, thoroughly proficient in his pro¬ 
fession and one whom his fellow-citizens de¬ 
light to honor. On January 20, 1S75, Dr. Whit¬ 
man married in Bonus, Ill., Frances C. Pier, 
who has been a worthy helpmeet, and has been 
prominent iu social circles, as well as .club and 
civic matters. 

WIFFIN, Jeremiah, in duration of residence, 
one of the oldest farmers of Spring Township, 
Boone County, III., as he Is also one of the 
most thorough and substantial, and recognized 
as a most worthy and useful citizen of the com¬ 
munity, was born in the County of Norfolk, 
England, December 14, 1S40. His parents were 
Robert and Phoebe (Lawson) Wiffin, natives of 
England, the father born in Norfolk and the 
mother in Yorkshire. In 1800 they came to the 
United States, arriving in Boone County, Ill.. 
on January 1st of that year, and locating Iu 
Spring Township, ou the farm where the sub¬ 
ject of tills sketch now lives, the father having 
bought the place. On tills farm Robert Wiffin 
died at the age of seventy-eight years, his wife 
passing away when about eighty years old. They 
had four children, namely: Mary, who married 
Thomas Theobold and died in Wayne, Neb.; a 
daughter who died in Englnnd iu girlhood; 
Jeremiah, nnd Lawson who died at the age of 
eighteen years on the Spring Township farm. 

Jeremiah Wiffin, the only survivor of the 
family, was sixteen years old when brought to 
tliis country by his parents and has lived on 
the old homestead fifty-two years, devoting all 
of liis mature years to farming and stock-raising, 
with profitable results. He is the owner of a 
very desirable farm of two hundred and eighty 
acres, the greater part of which is improved. 

Mr. Witlin was married in Spring Township, 
on March 13, 1S77, to Alice Gooch, a native of 
tlie township where her birth occurred, October 
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10, 1So 3. Mrs. Wiffin is a daughter of Thomas 
nud Jane (Catchpool) Gooch, who came from 
England, single, in the fall of 1S52, and were 
married in Boone County, settling in Spring 
■township. Her father died when about seventy- 
five years old, her mother passing away when 
somewhat over sixty years of age. Their chil¬ 
dren numbered seven, of whom Alice was the 
eldest. Mr. and Mrs. Wiflin became the parents 
of four children, namely: Lawson R., Jane A., 
Herbert (who died in infancy), and Archibald 
E. 

Politically, Mr. Wiflin has always acted with 
the Republican party, and has rendered good 
public services in the offices of Highway Com¬ 
missioner and- School Director. 

WINNE, Garrett F,—To be able to trace one's 
lineage back to ancestors who have lived honor¬ 
able, upright lives is a pleasure to any man, hut 
it is still more of a credit to him to be able to 
reflect during his declining years that he has 
never done anything to detract from the luster of 
the family name or to bring discredit upon those 
who come after him. Mr. Garrett F. Wiune, 
now living retired at Belvidere, is an exampic 
of Just such a man. lie was born at Bethlehem 
Albany County. X. X., April 7, 1S27, a son of 
Francis and Susan (Hogan) Winne. Francis 
was a son of Adam Winne, who was a son of 
Franz Winne, one of three brothers to come 
!rom Holland. One brother settled at Bethle¬ 
hem, and one on the Mohawk. Franz settled in 
the woods and, on the site of his old residence. 
Garrett F. Winne was born. Franz and .Adam 
Winne spent their lives on this property, and 
one of the sons of Francis Winne, Adam Winne, 
occupies the homestead. IBs son Herbert still 
lives there and has four sons, who are of the 
sixth generation to live in that home. The 
whole estate is still in the family name. The 
name Winner also comes from the same source. 
Of the seven children born to Francis and Susan 
Winne, only Garrett F. Winne and one sister sur¬ 
vive, and she makes her home on the banks of 
the Hudson. The Winne homestead is five 
miles west of the river, and eight miles from 
Albany. One sister of Garrett F. Winne, Chris¬ 
tina, married a Mr. Winne and lived at Belvi¬ 
dere, but died in Town. Her son. Frank Winne 
lives retired at Belvidere. 

Garrett F. Winne was reared on the homestead, 
and in the fall of l&j-l came to Illinois where 


an uncle, also named Garrett, lived in Spring 
Township, Boone County, having come two years 
earlier. Mr. Winne bought 210 acres of land 
in Spring Township at $12 per acre. This was 
prairie land bordered on the east by Shattuek 
Grove. There were but few settlers in Boone 
County at that time and they were scattered. 
His farm was six miles south of Belvidere, 
which then consisted of a group of a few houses. 
The railroad had not yet been built and Mr. and 
Mrs. Winne were certainly among the early 
pioneers. He put up a little frame house 16x21 
feet, which he replaced in 1SSS by what was then 
considered a very handsome residence. From 
the beginning Mr. Wiune had a hard struggle, 
for he was forced to borrow money at a high 
rate of interest. For years ho paid ten per cent, 
and has paid as high as thirty per cent on small 
loans. He devoted himself to general farming 
and never spared himself, at last being able to 
pay off his debts, and then his prospects grew 
brighter until he is now accounted a very well- 
to-do man, owning liis farm, his handsome home' 
on North State Street in Belvidere, which he 
c-rected in 1S00, and another residence which lie 
rents. Ho retired from the farm in 1801, al¬ 
though the family had been living in Belvidere 
for three years prior to that time, to give the 
children the advantages of better schools. 

_ In September, 1SD0, be was married to Estlie- 
Kendall^of Albany County, who died November 
2!), 100.J, after they had been married fifty-five 
years. Two sons and one daughter were born to 
them: Francis A., now on the homestead; Ho¬ 
mer IC. Winne, M. D„ who was a graduate of a 
Medical College, and lived at Clinton, Iowa, 
where be was killed by the street cars April 6, 
1S81, aged twenty-three years and six mouths; 
and Esther L.. died at the age of three years. 
Mr. and Mrs. Winne adopted an infant, Sarah 
Moss, and educated her as one of their own. She 
is at present Assistant Librarian in the I’ublic 
Library, and is a musician and member of the 

Mr. Winne was reared a Democrat but became 
a Republican with Lincoln, and for twenty-five 
years has been a Prohibitionist and very active 
in temperance work. In later years he has been 
prominent on the North Side, and has served as 
delegate to local associations. Converted in a 
schoolhouse revival meeting. Mr. Winne joined 
the Baptist Church, of which his wife was also 
a member. For thirty years he has been a Dea- 
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College. This venture did not prove remunera¬ 
tive and he came to Illinois in 1842. He has 
been known to assert that, at that period of his 
life, he had the sum of three dollars as his sole 
capital, and gladly-accepted the chance to split 
rails at fifty cents per hundred. He cultivated 
a farm and marketed his produce at Chicago and 
Green Bay, both distant points, generally com¬ 
missioned by inland merchants to bring back 
goods for their trade. Energy, prudence and 
integrity brought their reward, and he became 
one of the leading men of his community. His 
political views made him a Jacksonian Demo¬ 
crat, a Whig and, in later years, a Republican. 
For sixteen years he was Associate Judge of 
Boone County; for eight years served as Justice 
of the Peace, and for nine years was Supervisor 
of Spring Township. In 1S3C he married Eliza 
A. Brown, who was born in Washington County, 

N. Y., February 0, 1814, and they had nine chil¬ 
dren. Mrs. Witt died December 23 ,1SS3, and 
Sir. Witt on November 26, 1S92, when Boone 
County lost a most worthy citizen. 

Isaac Newton Witt was born in Spring Town¬ 
ship, Boone County, Ill., October 27, 1S4G. His 
boyhood was spent in Spring Township, where 
lie obtained a common school education, attend¬ 
ing neighborhood schools before the day of the 
free schools. He was reared to agricultural pur¬ 
suits from boyhood and engaged in general farm¬ 
ing until he retired from business activity and re¬ 
moved to Belvidere in November, 1000. Feb¬ 
ruary 21, 1S70, Sir. Witt was married (first) to 
Sarah Jane Cushman, who was born December 

O, 1S48, in Flora Township, where her parents 
settled in 1S30. Her father, Henry Harrison 
Cushman, was born in Slaine in 1S14, and her 
mother Sarah (Bateman) Cushman, in New 
Tork in ISIS. Sir. Witt was married July 12, 
1905, to Altha Flint Piel. Her parents were 
David A. and Sarah C (Hill) Flint, the former 
of whom was born in Slichigan and died in the 
Civil War, being a Dieuteuant in Company H, 
Twenty-second Wisconsin Infantry. Mrs. Flint 
was born in New York. In politics Sir. Witt is 
a Republican, and, while he resided in Flora, 
was Road Commissioner. He is a member of 
tiie Order of Slodern Woodmen, and he and 
Sirs. Witt are members of the Knights and 
Ladies of Security, she being the Lodge Secret¬ 
ary and Local Deputy. 

WOOD, Wales' Wallace, A. B., of Belvidere, 


Boone County, III., lawyer in active practice 
since 1SG0, former Judge of the County Court 
of Boone Count}-. Adjutant of the Ninety-fifth 
Regiment, Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and atone 
time Assistant Adjutant-General on staff duty 
during the war of 1861-1SG3, was born in the 
town of Hinsdale, Cattaraugus County, N. Y., 
April 25, 1S37. His parents were Emory and 
Permelia (Slarsh) Wood, and he comes of good 
old New England stock. The family history 
dates back to Thomas Wood, who was born in 
England in 1G35, and came to the Colonies in 
1G43, settling on the plantation at Rowley in 
the Colony of Sfassacbusetts. From him came 
Josiah Wood, and from the latter Captain Emory 
Wood, the soldier and patriot of the Colonial 
wars and the Revolution. He was Judge Wood's 
great-grandfather, and bis son, Wheelock Wood, 
married Lydia Seymour, daughter of William 
Seymour of Norwalk, Conn., and a descendant 
of Richard Seymour of Hartford, 1G39, who was 
a grandson of Sir Edward Seymour, first Duke 
of Somerset and Lord Protector of England dur¬ 
ing the minority of Edward VI. Permelia 
Marsh, the mother of Judge Wood, was a daugh¬ 
ter of Royal Marsh and Rboda Hilliard, and a 
granddaughter of John Hilliard of Dauby, Yt., 
who was a direct descendant of Hugh Hilliard of 
Salem, Mass. (1039), who later settled at Dauby. 
Colonel Emory Wood became a resident of Hins¬ 
dale in 1S17, purchasing considerable real es¬ 
tate there and in its vicinity. Before settling 
in Hinsdale he had taken an active part in the 
War of 3S12, enlisting at the age of fifteen ns 
a fifer, and in September, IS.1.2, marched from 
Gainesville, X. Y. to Lewiston. At the expira¬ 
tion of his term of enlistment for three months, 
he returned home. In the summer of 1S13, be 
again took the field as a substitute, and in July 
of that year was taken prisoner at Black Rock 
and sent with other prisoners of war to Halifax, 
where he was detained as prisoner of war until 
June, 1S14, when he was released. Returning 
to his home in Gainesville, he again, in Sep¬ 
tember, 1S14, joined the New York Volunteers 
that'were then organizing on the Holland Land 
Purchase for the relief of Fort Erie; marched 
with them to the front, and on September 17th, 
was captured in battle by the English a second 
time, and held prisoner until the dose of the 
war. Colonel Wood was a prominent man dur¬ 
ing the early days, was the first merchant and 
first Postmaster of Hinsdale, served as Super- 








HISTORY OF BOONE COUNTY 


939 


visor, Town Clerk, and Justice of the Peace, 
anil was Colonel of the Two-hundred and Twen¬ 
ty-sixth Regular New York Infantry (militia.) 
Towards the close of the war of 1S12, Colonel 
Wood, being then a prisoner at Halifax, it was 
the intention of his captors to take him to Eng¬ 
land, but hostilities ceasing, he was landed at 
Boston, and from there started to walk to 
Gainesville, and traveled over the road his 
grandfather, Emory Wood, had assisted to build 
by contract, the Boston and Hartford turnpike. 
Reaching the old “Spring Tavern” about thirty 
miles from Boston, he found he was among 
relatives, who urged him to remain with them; 
but as he was anxious to reach home, he insist¬ 
ed on continuing and eventually reached Gaines¬ 
ville. 

William H. Wood, who was graduated with 
the Union College Class of 1S44, and who died 
in 1000, was a brother of Judge Wood. One 
brother, Staley N. Wood, was appointed one of 
the Assessors for New York State under Grover 
Cleveland, and was a prominent Democratic 
stump speaker throughout the State. He now 
resides at Hinsdale. 

Judge Wood was given the benefit of a good 
academic and collegiate education, in 1844 at¬ 
tending the Hinsdale Academy under Prof. 0. 

W. Gibbs, and in 1840 was a student in the 
•Hinsdale District School. He prepared for col¬ 
lege in the Ellicottville District Union School, 
from 1S50 to 1802 being under Prof. Havens, and 
under Prof. Luther Lowell, both of Middlebury 
College, Vt. He entered Genesee College, Lima, 

X. Y., and attended the Freshman and Sopho¬ 
more years, 1S53-4, and then transferred to 
Union College, taking the classical course, and 
graduating in 1857 with the degree of Artium 
Bacculaurcus, and was elected to the Phi Beta 
Kappa, thus indicating his proficiency and 
standing as a student. In the fail of 1S57 he 
came to Belvidere, and read law two years in 
the office of Fuller & Wood, the junior partner 
being an elder brother of Judge Wood, and a 
graduate of Union College, Class 1844, Phi Beta 
Kappa. In the winter of 1S59-60, Judge Wood 
was admitted to practice. Then the firm of 
Wood, Thompson & Wood was organized, and 
so continued until the summer of 1SC2, when 
Judge Wood enlisted as a private in Company 
G, Ninety-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and 
was soon commissioned Adjutant of the regi¬ 
ment. Before long he was detailed to staff duty, 


acting as Assistant Adjutant-General during the 
Siege of Vicksburg and during the battle of 
Nashville. He was also at the Siege of Spanish 
Fort, near New Orleans, and Fort Blakely, near 
Mobile, Ala. 1-Ie was mustered into service 
September 4, 1802, and honorably discharged 
August 1G, 1S65. 

Returning to his home in Belvidere, Mr. Wood 
resumed practice, and ever since has been one 
of the most prominent figures in the civil and 
political history of his part of Illinois. For 
many years be was one of the Trustees of the 
incorporated town of Belvidere; City Attorney 
for the city of Belvidere; Master in Chancery 
for several years; State’s Attorney several 
terms; and County Judge of Boone County ten 
years, bolding court part of the time in Chi- 

In the social life of his locality he has taken 
an active part; has been twice elected Com¬ 
mander of Hurlbut Post, No. 104, G. A. R., of 
which he has been a member ever since its es¬ 
tablishment; also a member of Lodge No. 60, 
A. F. & A. M., of Belvidere. In his college days 
lie was a member of Genesee Lyceum of Ge¬ 
nesee College, 1S53-54, and at Union College 
held membership in the Pbilomatbean Society, 
1800-57; in Theta Xi Chapter of Delta Kappa 
Epsilon, 1857; and was elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa in 1857. Although at the outbreak of the 
war a Douglas Democrat, he has since been 
identified with the Republican party, and has 
been active in campaigning and has served - many 
times as delegate to County and State Con¬ 
ventions. He Is a public speaker of great elo¬ 
quence, and is frequently called upon to orate 
upon distinguished occasions. In 1800 he de¬ 
livered the commencement address before the 
Genesee Lyceum at Genesee College, and since 
then has delivered addresses at various places 
upon Independence Day, Memorial Day, and at 
reunions and camp fires. Soon after the war 
he wrote a history of his old regiment, and has 
contributed many army reminiscences to the 
“National Tribune,” Washington, D. C. 

On June 15, 180G, Judge Wood married Alice 
Emily Humphrey, by whom he bad one daugh¬ 
ter, Gertrude Carrie Wood, now deceased. 

WOODRUFF, Harriet M., widow of Charles 
Woodruff, for many years a well known carriage 
maker of Belvidere, Ill., is one of the worthiest, 
most useful and most highly esteemed among 
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tho old residents of the city. Mr. Woodruff 
was born at Orwell Hill, Bradford County, Pa., 
February 2. 1S34, and died in Belvidere Decem¬ 
ber 17, 1893. His marriage to Harriet May¬ 
nard took place at Rome, Pa., at the age of 
twenty-one years. Mrs. Woodruff is a niece of 
Hiram Maynard, one of the pioneer settlers of 
Rockford, Ill., and a native of the .last named 
town. Charles Woodruff bad served an ap¬ 
prenticeship at the carriage making trade when 
he came to Morrison, Ill., in 1S04. After living 
four years there he moved to Belvidere, arriv¬ 
ing in February, 1SU9. His three uncles, He- 
man, "Reed, and Kellogg Woodruff, had located 
in Belvidere in pioneer days, and Leman and 
Kellogg Woodruff were residents of the town 
at that time. Reed Woodruff was long in the 
drug business on tile North Side. Leman owned 
a fine farm on Squaw Prairie. Kellogg, who 
was a gold-seeker iu California in 1849, remov¬ 
ed to Dakota and died there. Ernest Wood¬ 
ruff, the only child of Leman Woodruff, is now 
residing in Rockford. Charles Woodruff was 
for four years in partnership with .T. V. Wing, 
and in company with William Dawson started 
a carriage-shop on the South Side, in Belvidere, 
and continued in that connection as long as his 
health permitted. In March, 1S78, Mrs. Wood¬ 
ruff opened the well known “Woodruff House" 
where she accommodated seventy-five boarders 
Iier day, and conducted the place until March, 
1907—twenty-nine years, when she sold the lo¬ 
cation to the Government, for a post-office site, 
disposing of the building to Peter R. Kennedy. 
She still has two of her old time boarders, 
Clarence Eldredge, who has been with her for 
eighteen years, and a Mr. ICettler, who has 
hoarded fifteen years in her house. Few women 
in Belvidere have undergone more hard work 
than the subject of this sketch. 

Two children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Woodruff, Grace L., who died of consumption, 
at Asheville, N. C., and Laura, who is the wife 
of Arthur De Bell, and lives with her mother. 
Another member of the family is Anna Monroe, 
who has lived with Mrs. Woodruff since her 
childhood. In religious faith, Mrs. Woodruff, 
was reared a Universalist, and still retains 
her connection with that church. 

WOODS, J. H.—Belvidere, Boone County, III., 
is one of the thriving cities of Central Illinois 


whicli supports within its borders many indus¬ 
tries and shelters many beautiful homes and sub¬ 
stantial business houses. Perhaps it is as well 
known, however, for the thrift and enterprise 
of its .business men, who have not only firmly 
established its prestige as a center of activity 
for the contiguous territory, but have also built 
up for themselves excellent reputations as reli¬ 
able and trustworthy exponents of commercial 
life. Among them is J. II. Woods, whose finely 
equipped livery stables are known throughout 
Boone County, and fire conveniently located on 
Logan Avenue, where he carries on a large 
business in buying and selling horses, as well as 
operates a boarding and renting establishment, 
having at all times a full line of excellent horses 
for all purposes and carriages of every kind, 
driven by responsible men. 

Mr. Woods was born at Washington, Pa., May 
19, 1S47, a son of William and Amelia C. Woods. 
When he was eight years of age he was brought 
to a farm in Franklin Township, De Kalb 
Count}', 111., where he resided until his advent 
in Belvidere about seventeen years ago. Lo¬ 
cating iu this city, Mr. Woods formed a part¬ 
nership for the purpose of operating a livery 
business, but iu 3S9o purchased liis partner's 
interest and has since conducted the establish¬ 
ment alone, meeting with a justly deserved suc- 

Ou January 1, ISOS, Mr. Woods married Miss 
Marilla Shannon of Flora, Ill., and they lmvc 
two children: Clarence II. and Bertlm A. In 
polities Mr. Woods is a Republican and has 
served on the School Board thirteen years, and 
as a member of the City Council for four years. 
He is a public-spirited, generous-hearted man, 
who has friends throughout the county, and he 
and his family reside in the beautiful home on 
Pearl Street, where they make all welcome, 

WRIGHT, Judge Robert Williams, Judge of the 
Seventeenth Judicial Circuit, and one of the 
most honored members of Bench and Bar, is a 
great lawyer and a great judge, for lie 1ms a 
large legal knowledge, wide experience, the ju¬ 
dicial temperament, unsullied integrity and a 
high sense of honor. While not a man to push 
his own interests, lie has held many of the most 
important legal positions within the gift of the 
people of his county, and he has always repre¬ 
sented the best and highest iu his profession. 
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He has never taken an unfair advantage, always 
uniting the graces of the gentleman with the 
profound knowledge of the trained lawyer and 
judge, and in many respects he is the leader of 
the Belvidere bar. . 

Judge Wright was born in Belvidere, Ill., July 

10, _ 1S62, a son of Omar II. and Helen (Wil¬ 
liams) Wright. On his father’s side of the house 
Judge Wright is a direct descendant from Cap¬ 
tain John Paul Jones, and from Captain John 
Hart on the mother's side, the latter being one 
of the officers of the Colonial army, and his 
deeds are on record in the Colonial history of 
Connecticut. A brother of Judge Wright, Omar 

11. Wright. Jr., is president of the Second Na¬ 
tional Bank of Belvidere, and a leading coal 
and lumber merchant. 

On March 11, 3SS5. Judge Wright married Ida 
B. Osborn, of Champaign, Ill., and they have 
two children: Helen Wright and Robert Williams 
Wright, Jr. He is a Republican in political 
faith, and has been highly honored by bis party. 
After graduating from the Belvidere High School 
and the Illinois State I’niversity. Judge Wright 
returned to Belvidere, and while studying law 
with his father, O. II. Wright. lie began to take 
an interest in politics. Tn December, 1SS.1. lie 
was admitted to the Bar and entered at once 
upon a general practice, in which lie soon made 
himself felt, for the following year, in Novem¬ 
ber, he was elected State's Attorney of Boone 
Comity, and re-elected in 1SSS, 1S'.)2 and lS'.Hi, 
and declined the nomination in !!)()<). He was 
appointed Corporation Counsel of the city of 
Belvidere when that offce was created, and held 
it by successive appointments from April 1.". 
ISO!, until he resigned in P.)01. In June. 1003, 
he was elected Judge of the Seventeenth Judicial 
Circuit, comprising Winnebago, Boone, McHenry 
and Lake Counties, and still occupies that high 
position. His offices are conveniently located 
at No. 405 South State Street, Belvidere, while 
his residence, the most beautiful one in the city, 
is at No. 1017 North State Street. Judge Wright 
is a member of the Chicago Athletic Association. 
He is an Episcopalian. 

Always a man of progressive spirit, Judge 
Wright has been very active in securing proper 
legislation for Belvidere, and lias been one of 
tile city’s foremost men in every way. Tested' 
by every standard, Judge Wright is a man of 
unusual ability and a lawyer and judge with few 
peers and no superiors in his part of the State. 


YAW, Albert J., (deceased), for many years 
successfully engaged in the drug business in 
Belvidere, III., was born at New Lyme, near 
Cleveland, Ohio, July 11, 1S32. In early life 
lie was a commercial traveler, and was also for 
a time engaged in the dry-goods trade. On 
coming to Illinois in 1S72. he first located at 
Freeport, moving thence to Winnebago, and 
finally to Belvidere. where he gained the reputa¬ 
tion of being a very skillful druggist, a business 
man of superior ability and high integrity and 
a conscientious and dutiful citizen. Ho started 
in tlie drug business in partnership with L. C. 
Lewis of Belvidere, but subsequently opened a 
pharmacy of his own, which ho conducted alone 
until near the time of his decease, lie was a 
director of the People's Bank of Belvidere and 
a member of the official board of the Methodist 
Church. Although gentle in manner, Mr. Yaw 
was true to his convictions and firm in his con¬ 
ception of the right. Frail in physique, as a 
result of illness suffered in previous years, lie 
was forceful in mentality and character and 
his admiral.le qualities won for him the deep 
respect and cordial regard of a host of friends. 

On January 27. 1SU7, Mr. Yaw was united in 
marriage, at Darlington. Wis., with Julietta 
Perkins, and their union was blessed with two 
children, Emma (Mrs. W. L. Wyman), now de¬ 
ceased ; and Homer, of Chicago. The. deatli of 
the father occurred on July 7, IDOL 

Fraternally, Mr. Yaw was a charter member 
of the Sinnissippi Council of the Royal Area- 


YONTZ, Josephine, widow of Henry Yontz. 
Belvidere, Boone County. Ill., has an interest¬ 
ing family history which is touched upon in a 
biographical sketch of Bion B. Smith, her son- 
in-law. which appears on another page of this 
work. She was born in Belvidere, February 5, 
JS43, a daughter of I. B. and Adeline (Foltz) 
White. Her father was a native of Trenton. 
N. .T., and her mother of Fayetteville, Onondaga 
Count} - , N. Y., their marriage taking place in 
7S40 in Belvidere, Ill., whither she had come in 
R33S with Mr. and Mrs. Albert Nelly, whom she 
had known in the East and whose house she 
left as a bride at the age of twenty years. 

I. R. WIdte had learned the carpenter's trade 1 
in Ohio, and he followed it from is:!!) until his 
deatli, after eighteen years of married life, at 
the age of forty-six years. Mr. and Mrs. White 
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had passed the years of their marriage together 
in Belvidere, and there were born their children, 
Ernest and Josephine. Some years afterward, 
Mrs. White married Abel Tanner, who died in 
Belvidere aged seventy-eight years, after fifteen 
years of their married life. During much of 
his life Mr. Tanner was a farmer in Flora 
Township, but in his declining years he operated 
a furniture store with Frank Connell, his grand¬ 
son, as a partner. 

Ernest White became a farmer in DeKalb 
County. Eventually, after having become a wid¬ 
ower, he retired to Belvidere to live with his 
mother, who died in the spring of 3002, aged 
eiglity-two years. He survived her two years, 
dying in 1904, in the fifty-first year of his age. 
Mrs. White-Tanner was one of the constituent 
members of the first Methodist Episcopal 
Church organized in the vicinity of her home, 
and at the time of her death was one of the old¬ 
est Methodists in that section, of the country. 
Her daughter, Josephine, married Henry Xontz, 
August 31, 1802. Mr. Yontz was born near Ra¬ 
venna, Ohio. He receives further mention in the 
biographical sketch above referred to. His wile 
bore him three children: Isa M., is Mrs. Bion 
B. Smith, of Flora Township; Edgar E. Yontz 
is in the employ of the National Sewing Ma¬ 
chine Company of Belvidere; Daisy A., married 
,T. .7. Watts and is a member of ber mother's 
household. Adeline (Foltz) White-Tanner and 
her brother, George Foltz, were, in the maternal 
line, descended from the family of Deymoutb, 
represented on the passenger list of the May¬ 
flower, their mother's family name having been 
Deymoutb. George Foltz brought to Belvidere 
the first sewing machine ever seen in that town, 
and it was purchased by Weib & Glassner, 
iailors. He also brought to Belvidere the first 
knitting machine ever seen there. 

MAY, Ezra (deceased), one of the early set¬ 
tlers of Belvidere, Ilk, a prosperous merchant 
and miller, and ultimately au able financier, 


serving as President of the Second National 
Bank, of Belvidere, was born in Pbillipsburg, 
near Montreal, Canada, November G, 1S13. He 
was of English ancestry, an earlier Ezra May 
having come to America before the Revolutionary 
War, settling at Goshen, Massachusetts. Calvin 
May, father of the subject of this sketch, was a 
graduate of Yale College, who studied medicine 
and was oue of the early residents of Phlllips- 
burg. He married Mary Hyatt, who died at 
Cherry Valley, Ilk, be having died in Canada 
in 1S2S. 

The boyhood of Ezra May was passed in 
I'hillipshurg, where lie was first employed on a 
farm and afterwards at general work. In 1S3G 
he went to Michigan City, Ilid., in employ of 
the Government, and in May, IS-'!!), removed to 
Winnebago County, 111., becoming a squatter 
on government land in Cherry Valley Township, 
He built a log cabin, and on February 24, 1840, 
was married to Ho visa May, of New York. 
After living a year on his farm lie located at 
Belvidere, there engaging in mercantile business. 
For several years he sold goods and also oper¬ 
ated a Hour mill. Eater he entered into the 
hanking business, anil, in 1S90, was elected 
(’resident of the Second National Bank of 
Belvidere. He was a man of superior business 
ability and amassed a valuable property, suc¬ 
ceeding solely through his own exertions and 
making (lie record of a most creditable career. 
He and his wife had eight children, namely: 
Ella M. (Mrs. Olney), Florence L. (Mrs. Smith), 
Clara IT. (Mrs. Greeiislett), Calvin D., an at¬ 
torney in Chicago, and Stephen I). May. 

Originally a Whig in polities, Mr. May later 
became what was called a Douglas Democrat, 
and during the civil war period was a vigorous 
supporter of the war policy of the Government. 
One of ills sons wits named in honor of Stephen 
A. Douglas. In his public life he held a number 
of local olliees, including tlio.se of Alderman of 
the city of Belvidere ami .Supervisor of his town¬ 
ship. 
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To commemorate the 150th Anniversary of the foun 
Washington County, the Affiliated Historical Socle 
Washington County and the 150th Anniversary Commit 
pleased to award this certificate to the following descend 
pioneer settler who lived in Washington County by 1886. 
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